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      This series is a tribute to all historical romance readers and researchers who, like me, love delving into history and discovering as much as possible about past eras.

      Historical images and texts are labeled with as much information and copyright status as possible  and credit given to sources such as museums, libraries, and universities.

      The way I have discussed historical facts and displayed the images and information is entirely my own work and wording and copyrighted by Suzi Love. All rights to the arguments, discussions, and layouts used in this book are therefore reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form other than brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews and full credit must be given to the author.

      For more information, please contact the author at suzi@suziLove.com
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            REGENCY ERA

          

        

      

    

    
      Strictly speaking, the Regency Era refers to the years between 1811 and 1820 when George IV acted as Prince Regent when his father was unable to remain in power due to his illness, or rather his madness. For convenience, the term Regency Years is used to describe the longer period from the last two years of the Georgian Era (1809-1810), plus the ten years under the Prince Regent (1811-1820), and up until 1837 when Queen Victoria came to the throne.
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      1811-1820 ca. Regency Era Overview.

      In the early 1800s, Britain, like most of Europe was divided by classes.  Lands, wealth, and power were inherited and remained within the aristocracy until the industrial revolution when self-made men became as wealthy, or in many cases, wealthier than land rich but money poor aristocrats. Parliament was on a class basis, with the House of Lords representing the hereditary upper-class and the House of Commons representing the rest.

      
        
          [image: 1814 Map Of English Society. From Patrick Colquhoun's 1814 A Treatise On Wealth and Power. Via Google Books.]
        

      

      1814 Map Of English Society. From Patrick Colquhoun's 1814 A Treatise On Wealth and Power. Via Google Books.

      These years saw a good deal of change, politically, internationally, and domestically. The most important series of political events in the century was the rise of Prussia to the rank of a great power in Europe and of the German Empire under Prussian influence.  Early in the 1800’s, Napoleon’s defeat of Prussia left the country humiliated, which in turn stirred reaction and created a strong military organization of the country.

      Later, Prussian troops were an important factor in the great battle of the nations at Leipzig, with a Prussian army under Blücher coming to the aid of the English at a critical moment at Waterloo and bringing about Napoleon’s ultimate defeat. The industrial revolution saw the rapid growth of factories and therefore marked the end of working at home for many British people. Factories needed manufacturing equipment, which prompted a spike in engineering and inventions.  There were also wide spread developments in transport and trade as manufactured goods needed to be moved and sold. Working conditions were frequently debated in parliament and groundbreaking legislation was passed, which included the abolition of slavery.

      These domestic and class changes created an unprecedented demand for new houses, especially from the newly wealthy middle class. The growth of new housing prompted a trend towards refinement and sophistication in decorating and fashion styles, in art, and in the manners of the times, all of which may be referred to as Regency Style.

      The notable architects of the day were John Nash, who created Regent Street and designs for enlarging Buckingham Palace, Sir John Soame, who built Dulwich Picture Gallery, and Henry Holland who built Carlton House for the Prince Regent, Woburn Abbey and Althorp, and laid out parts of Knightsbridge. And as much of British life, and much of historical fiction, during these years depends on titles and heirs, here is the list of Nobility.
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      Peerage of the United Kingdom. From: 1814  The Peerage of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland By John Debrett.

      Princes of the Royal blood. The Sovereign’s sons, brothers, and uncles are styled Princes of the Blood Royal, and have precedency of all other dukes, with the title of Royal Highness, which title was also, by special warrant, in 1816, conferred on the duke of Gloucester, deceased, and, 6th April 1818, on Prince Leopold of Saxe Cobourg (King of the Belgians).  From: 1840 Debrett's Peerage of the UK.

      
        
          [image: The King Of Great Britain. From 1809 Book Explaining the Ranks and Dignitaries Of British Society.]
        

      

      The King Of Great Britain. From 1809 Book Explaining the Ranks and Dignitaries Of British Society.

      The different degrees of nobility in Great Britain and Ireland. There are five levels.

      
        	Dukes

        	Marquesses

        	Earls

        	Viscounts

        	Barons.

      

      To which may be added a sixth, the Archbishops and Bishops, who as spiritual lords are entitled to a seat in the house of peers, and possess for their lives all the faculties and privileges of the peerage.  From:1828 Debrett's Peerage.

      Beneath these come the barons. The rank and precedence of Baronets is immediately after the younger sons of Barons, and before all Knights, whether of the Order or Knights. When the Order of Baronets was first instigated, its numbers were limited to 200. Members were carefully selected from the most wealthy and distinguished families of landed gentry. In the reign of the first Charles, it was the stimulus and reward for devoted loyalty. Later, it was often bestowed as an honorary recompense for sufferings and attachment when royalty was unable or unwilling to give solid remuneration. From: 1835 Debrett's Baronetage of England

      The privileges of the peers of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. The nobility of England enjoy many great privileges, the principal of which are-

      
        	1. They are free from all arrest for debts, as being the king’s hereditary counsellors. Therefore a peer cannot be outlawed in any civil action and no attachment lies against his Person. This privilege extended also to their members of the lower house, till the year 1770, when their lordships joined the house of commons in a bill for abolishing it.

        	2. In criminal causes they are only tried by their peers, who give their verdict, not upon oath as other juries, but only upon their honor: and then a court is fitted up for the purpose in the middle of Westminster hall, at the king’s charge.
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            THE  PRINCE REGENT

          

        

      

    

    
      For the first time in history, an English sovereign was recognized as deranged and his eldest son appointed to rule in an historic event that lasted for nine years. On Saturday, 29th January, 1820, without becoming lucid and after a reign of 59 years, King George Ill died at Windsor.

      George ruled as Regent for nine years, during which he distinguished himself in literature and the arts, became famous in science, and in 1820 he assumed the throne.  George IV reigned as King until his death in 1830.
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      H.M. King George IV of Great Britain and Ireland  (1762-1830)

      ‘The Prince Regent. When the eldest son of George the Third assumed the Regency, England was in a state of political transition. The convulsions of the Continent were felt amongst us; the very foundations of European society were shaking, and the social relations of men were rapidly changing.’ From Captain Gronow's Recollections 1864.

      The Prince of Wales was born at Kew Palace, where life was domestic and delightfully rural: the royal children learned to sow and harvest the wheat from which they also made their own bread.

      His parents were delightfully domestic, and, despite their royalty, there remained an idyllic quality about life in the palace at Kew. The older children were taught by a governess and subgoverness, and the Prince of Wales and his brother Frederick, Duke of York, later moved to a separate house with their tutors.
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      George, Prince of Wales (1762-1830), later George IV. By Mather Byles Brown (1761-1831) via Royal Collection, London, U.K.

      As small boys, they were given a practical lesson in agriculture: they dug a plot of ground, sowed it with wheat, harvested the crop, winnowed it, and baked their own loaves of bread. The King and Queen ate the bread with them, "and beheld with pleasure the very amusements of their children rendered the source of useful knowledge".

      They were given not only useful knowledge, but a taste for the arts. The establishment at Kew included Johann Christian Bach, the composer's youngest son, who was music master in the Queen's household. As a young child, the Prince of Wales went to Covent Garden to see The Fairy Favor, a children's operetta with music by J. C. Bach. It was specially performed in his honor. He was also made aware of the world of painting; for that elegant artist John Zoffany was commissioned to portray the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York as cupids. Unfortunately the picture has vanished, but two other paintings by Zoffany record the Prince's childhood.

      One shows him in the park at Windsor, with his mother and her brothers from Mecklenburg-Strelitz; the other shows him with his sister, the Princess Royal, in Queen Charlotte's dressing-room in old Buckingham House. The Prince is wearing Roman military costume, and the Princess is dressed in oriental style. Thomas Gainsborough, who was also commissioned to paint the royal children, found them 'a constellation of youthful beauty".

      In 1771, when the Prince was nine, and the Duke of York was eight, Dr William Markham was appointed their tutor. Dean of Christ Church, Oxford, and Bishop of Chester, Dr Markham also found time to supervise his royal charges at Kew. No doubt the Prince of Wales owed much of his taste for the classics to his much- loved friend. By 1780, when he came of age, he was a classical scholar and a fluent speaker of French, Italian and German. He had formed sound literary tastes, he was an accomplished amateur singer, he had appreciation of the fine arts. He could draw, he could play the violoncello, and he could fence.

      But, alas, his education was sadly deficient. He had been kept in ignorance of social conditions: completely ignorant of the vast world that lay beyond Kew Palace. Though he was heir to the Throne of England, no one had tried to form his character. No one had clearly shown him the difference between right and wrong.

      When he came of age, the Prince enjoyed all the pleasures he had not known, though he didn’t spend all his time in revelry. He sat again to Gainsborough, sitting nine times for him in all, he sat to Sir Joshua Reynolds, and he attended the Royal Academy dinner, where they were all delighted with him. He had already begun to show himself a patron of the arts.

      In 1783, George fell in love with a little fishing village on the coast of Sussex which was still sometimes known as Brighthelmstone. The following year
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George, Prince of Wales (1762-1830),
later George IV.
By Mather Byles Brown (1761-1831)

Via Suzi Love suzilove.com
& Royal Collection, London, U.K.
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1814 Map Of Classes In English Society.

Class
HIGHEST ORDERS: royal family, lords
spisitual and temporal, great officers of state,
peers above the degree of a baronet
SECOND CLASS: beronets, knights, country
gentlemen, others with large incomes

THIRD CLASS: clergy, doctors, merchants
and menufacturers on a large scale, bankers
FOURTH CLASS: lesser clergy, doctors,
lawyers, teachers, ship owners, merchants
and menufacturers of the second class,
shopkeepers, artists, builders, mechanics,
persons of moderate income 23,650 1,168,250
FIFTH CLASS: lesser freeholders,
shopkeepers, innkeepers, publicens, perscas
in miscellaneous occupations 564799 2,798,475
SIXTH CLASS: working mechanics, atists,
crafismen, agricultural laborers 2126095 | 8,792,800
SEVENTH CLASS: paupers, vegrants,
gypsies, idle persons supported by criminal
activity 3,371,281 16,165,803
ARMY AND NAVY: officers, inchuding half | 10,500 69,000
pey noncommisioned officers, soldiers,
seamen, marines, pensioners 120,000 862,000

From: 1814 A Treatise On Wealth, Power, and Rsources
of Great Britain By Patrick Colgquhoun.
Suzi Love suzilove.com
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1807 Carlton House, London, UK.

1807 London History and Description.
By David Hughson. via Google Books (PD-200)
SuziLove ~ suzilove.com
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1812 November 24th Prince Regent's Ministers
At Opening Of Parliament.
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1809 The King of Great Britain
From: A Book Explaining the
Ranks & Dignities of British Society.
via Google Books (PD-200)
The supreme executive power of these
kingdoms, says Judge Blackstone, is vested by our
laws in a single person, the King or Queen; for it
matters not to which sex the crown descends.

But the person entitled to it, whether male or
female, is immediately invested with all the ensigns,
rights, and prerogatives of sovereign power.

In the earliest periods of our history the crown
appears to have been elective. But hereditary
succession has now been long established, and has
proved a good preservative against that periodical
bloodshed and misery, which both history and
experience have long shown are the consequences
of elective kingdoms.

The crown descends lineally to the issue of the
reigning monarch, and not till the failure of the
male issue is it allowed to be taken by the female.
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1820 His Majesty King George IV
Artist Unknown. After John Hoppner.

via Suzi Love suzilove.com
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