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  Introduction


  They are our best friends, confidants, companions, guardians, family members and playmates. They instinctively know how we are feeling and have an incredible ability to cheer us up when we feel down, or share in our delight when we are happy. What’s more, they invoke in us the most powerful feelings of love and affection that are always reciprocated wholeheartedly. The relationship between us and our dogs, and our ability to communicate with one another, is as unique as it is remarkable, and it’s fascinating to think about how this bond originally began to form many thousands of years ago as our hunter-gathering ancestors first made friends with wolves, never imagining we would go on to forge the relationships we have today.


  My first step in researching this book was to speak to as many dog owners as possible to get a feeling for the personality and nature of each breed. This proved to be utterly fascinating – the passion and love each owner has for his or her favourite cannot be overstated. It quickly became clear that there is a perfect dog for everyone, whether your idea of heaven is to be out in the fresh air from morning until noon, or if you prefer to be snuggled quietly indoors enjoying some home comforts.


  When I asked the question online, ‘What are the three words that best describe your dog?’ the response was overwhelming and I soon had thousands of replies, with the most diverse and wonderful array of adjectives as well as many photos of much-loved dogs, stories and anecdotes. It was so inspiring to read all of these passionate messages, and I became quite addicted. I spent most of our family holiday with my head in my laptop recording each of the 6,000 responses in a notebook for future reference. The words you see at the top of each page describing the character of each breed are taken from this work – who better to describe the breed than the people who know and love it best? I returned to my notebook each time I started work on a new breed and tried to immerse myself in the comments and words describing the dogs, spending time with the real thing too, where possible. I kept trying to pick a favourite breed, but became so involved with each new one that I kept changing my mind.
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  The most common word people used to describe their dog, regardless of the breed, was ‘affectionate’, and this probably best describes why we are so attached to our dogs. They provide us with unconditional affection and love. The need to be needed is irresistible and it’s not hard to see why we humans desire these relationships, unhampered by the complications often accompanying our human ones. There’s evidence to show that we choose our dogs in a similar way to how we choose partners, love them in the same way we love our children, and even that dogs actually do look like their owners! There is little wonder that our dogs play such an important role in our lives.


  This book has been an absolute pleasure to research, write and paint. I have always loved painting animals of any kind, and naturally dogs have featured heavily in my work over the years, but it has been quite an education to be focused solely on one kind of animal for so long. It’s hard to imagine an animal that embodies so much personality and character as a dog, and the challenge for me was to interpret this in my paintings. I hope that I have done justice to your favourite breeds and captured some of the personality that is so abundant in our canine companions. Lastly, I owe an enormous debt of gratitude to all of my family and friends who allowed me to paint their gorgeous pooches. Thank you!
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  Bichon Frise


  Nosy • Sociable • Alert


  The diminutive white Bichon is often mistaken for a Poodle with its fluffy, powder-puff coat, but is a very old breed in its own right. As is often the case, its exact origin isn’t known, but it is thought that it is related to other similar dogs such as the Maltese and the Bolognese, and that it hailed from the Mediterranean, being transported to other countries along the trade routes taken by sailors. The Bichon is a happy little dog, affectionate and gentle and loves to play. It is not aggressive so makes a wonderful family pet. It is very energetic and needs a fair amount of daily exercise.
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  Cavalier King Charles Spaniel


  Attentive • Sweet-tempered • Gentle


  This little dog has a royal heritage and no self-respecting court lady in Tudor or Stuart times would be seen without one. The direct ancestors of the ‘Cav’ were particularly loved by their namesake, King Charles II. He was rarely spotted without several of these handsome little dogs at his heels. The Cav has four recognised colours – the equally regal sounding Blenheim (chestnut and white), tricolour, black and tan, and ruby. There is no wonder that the Cav has become such a popular family pet. Friendly and fun-loving, equally happy with a romp around the garden and a snuggle by the fire, it makes a wonderful all-round companion.
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  Chihuahua


  Lively • Funny • Entertaining


  The Chihuahua is the little dog with a big personality. Comical and entertaining, full of character and eccentricity, the Chihuahua also has a reputation for being something of a diva, and certainly likes to be pampered. They much prefer the company of other Chihuahuas over different breeds – they love to play together, cuddle and lick one another’s years. They enjoy warmth and are almost cat-like in their ability to select the warmest spot in a room.
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  Cockapoo


  Excitable • Wilful • Affectionate


  Cockapoos are hybrid dogs, created by breeding a Cocker Spaniel with a Poodle. They love their owners unconditionally and will want to play with them from dawn until dusk. They are intelligent and fun-loving, but don’t shed quite as much hair as a Cocker Spaniel. The Cockapoo is not recognised as a distinct breed but irrespective of this is a hugely popular pet combining the loving and outgoing personality of a Cocker with the intelligence and hypoallergenic coat of a Poodle. However, being a hybrid, its character traits and appearance can be hugely variable, with some being more Poodle or Cocker-like than others.
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  Labradoodle


  Friendly • Intuitive • Joyful


  The Labradoodle first made its appearance in the 1950s and its popularity as a family pet has grown and grown. The cross of a Labrador and a Poodle, it was originally bred to combine the friendliness and intelligence of a Labrador with the low-shedding characteristics of a Poodle. The result is a smart, sociable and intelligent dog that loves swimming and is good with children. As with the Cockapoo, many of the Labradoodle’s characteristics are dependent on whether they are more ‘Labra’ or ‘Doodle’. Although they can vary greatly in nature and looks, there is no denying the popularity of the Labradoodle, and its fun-loving, gentle nature means it has won a firm place in our hearts.
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  Pug


  Funny • Childlike • Charming


  There can’t be many who can resist a charming Pug, staring up at you with those big, liquid brown eyes from a sweet, wrinkled face. This is a dog used to getting its own way. Originating in China, they were prized by Emperors and treated like Kings and Queens – some even had their own soldier guards. Since then, they have been loved by royalty all over the world – Queen Victoria and Marie Antoinette were both devoted to their Pugs. Bred to be a lapdog, the Pug thrives on human companionship and is happiest when sitting on your knee. A natural show-off, they don’t need a lot of exercise and will be quite happy lazing most of the day away. Like most short-nosed dogs, they are snufflers, snorers and grunters, talking to their owners in their own unique way.
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  Yorkshire Terrier


  Intelligent • Tireless • Vocal


  The little Yorkshire Terrier is a delicate, elegant dog with a lively and loving personality, but has a tendency to be a little highly-strung at times. The Yorkie came about in the nineteenth century when Scottish mill workers brought their terriers to mills and factories in Yorkshire, to catch rats and vermin. These dogs were originally called ‘Scotch Terriers’, but the name was changed in 1870 as, although it came from Scotland, the breed was originally developed in Yorkshire. It is thought that a Yorkie named Smoky was the first ‘therapy dog’. She was found by an American soldier during the Second World War, and after the war toured hospitals in America, visiting wounded soldiers.
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