
  [image: cover]


  
    
      
    


    Max Porter


    LANNY


    Adapted for the stage, and with lyrics by


    Bea Roberts


    [image: ]


    NICK HERN BOOKS


    London


    www.nickhernbooks.co.uk

  

  
    
      
    


    Contents


    Original Production


    Acknowledgements


    Dedication


    Characters


    Lanny


    About the Authors


    Copyright and Performing Rights Information

  

  
    
      
    


    


    This adaptation of Lanny was first performed at Bristol Old Vic in association with ETT on 16 October 2026, with the following cast:


    
      
        	
          ROBERT

        

        	

        	
          Raj Bajaj

        
      


      
        	
          PETE

        

        	

        	
          Richard Cant

        
      


      
        	
          THE LECTURER

        

        	

        	
          Rupert Holliday Evans

        
      


      
        	
          JOLIE

        

        	

        	
          Hanora Kamen

        
      


      
        	
          PEGGY

        

        	

        	
          Amanda Lawrence

        
      


      
        	
          LANNY

        

        	

        	
          Atlas Johnson-Dutfield

          Lucian Thomas

        
      


      
        	
          MULTIPLE ROLES

        

        	

        	
          Liam Bergin

          Rose Wardlaw

        
      


      
        	
          Based on the original book by

        

        	

        	
          Max Porter

        
      


      
        	
          Adaptation & Lyrics by

        

        	

        	
          Bea Roberts

        
      


      
        	
          Director

        

        	

        	
          Nancy Medina

        
      


      
        	
          Set & Costume Designer

        

        	

        	
          Rebecca Jane Wood

        
      


      
        	
          Composer & Musical Director

        

        	

        	
          Dom Coyote

        
      


      
        	
          Movement Director

        

        	

        	
          Dan Canham

        
      


      
        	
          Lighting Designer

        

        	

        	
          Zeynep Kepekli

        
      


      
        	
          Sound Designer

          (Content and System)

        

        	

        	
          Elena Peña

        
      


      
        	
          Sound Designer (Content)

        

        	

        	
          Dave Price

        
      


      
        	
          Puppetry Consultant

        

        	

        	
          Izzy Bristow

        
      


      
        	
          Video Designer

        

        	

        	
          Christopher Harrisson

        
      


      
        	
          Dramaturg

        

        	

        	
          Ben Atterbury

        
      


      
        	
          Assistant Director

        

        	

        	
          Maddie Wakeling

        
      


      
        	
          Assistant Movement Director

        

        	

        	
          Divija Melally

        
      


      
        	
          Costume Supervisors

        

        	

        	
          Jennie Falconer

          Louise Nipper

          Sarah Banbury

          (for Bristol Costume Services)

        
      


      
        	
          Casting Director

        

        	

        	
          Arthur Carrington CDG

        
      


      
        	
          Child Casting Director

        

        	

        	
          Ruby Gilmour

        
      


      
        	
          Dramatherapist

        

        	

        	
          Alice Nicholas

        
      


      
        	
          Voice & Dialect Coach

        

        	

        	
          Rebecca Daltry

        
      


      
        	
          Intimacy Director

        

        	

        	
          Lex Kaby

        
      


      
        	
          Head Chaperone

        

        	

        	
          Julian Arney

        
      

    

  

  
    
      
    


    Acknowledgements


    A hearty Wurzel-throated ‘CHEERS’ to Max Porter for entrusting me with Lanny and for his enthusiasm for my voice to shine in the work. Gracias a Nancy Medina: theatre maven, infectious cackler and friend. Thank you to Ben Atterbury for inviting me to create this fever dream of a show back in 2024 and for his unwavering kindness through this entire journey. KNOCK KNOCK.


    B.R.

  

  
    
      
    


    


    For all those who still see magic in the world,
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    Characters


    JOLIE, female, thirties–forties, newcomer to the village


    ROBERT, male, thirties–forties, newcomer to the village


    PETE, male, sixties, Cornish but has lived in the village for over a decade


    DEAD PAPA TOOTHWORT, non-human, magical, masculine, West Country


    LANNY, male, eight–ten, a ‘fairy child’, inquisitive, sweet, otherworldly
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      ACT ONE


      
        Scene One – Moving Day


        A warm summer’s day in an English country village thronged by fields and woodland: Dulverwort Huish, crowned ‘Somerset Village of the Year 2002’ – but today it’s 2026, mid-June.


        The Lloyds, JOLIE and ROBERT, shuttle boxes, lamps, pot plants, the last few bits of a big move into the cottage. They’re aided by friends EVAN and STEF. STEF is not actually helping but cleaning mud off her box-fresh white trainers with much distaste.


        STEF. Their eyes, their eyes were following us the whole way along the lane.


        JOLIE (reassuring, slightly amused ). They’re just cows Stef. Cows stare.


        STEF. No, you don’t get it, it was very intense. It was like these cows were obsessed with us. And you know what Lanny said? He’s all like ‘You and Uncle Evan took me to Burger King, do you think they know we’ve eaten their friends?’!


        JOLIE laughs; STEF is not happy. ROBERT enters –


        ROBERT. Well, he’s already found an owl pellet –


        JOLIE picks a green strand of long sticky goosegrass off ROBERT that he hasn’t noticed.


        – and a rock he’s convinced has a fossil in it – what are you?


        JOLIE. Goosegrass.


        ROBERT (unimpressed ). Lanny’s also found ‘goosegrass’ then. Brilliant. Has that stained?


        JOLIE. No! You never played with goosegrass? Or ‘stickywilly’ it was at my school.


        ROBERT. Now I’m listening.


        JOLIE. Robert – we have a garden!


        ROBERT and JOLIE kiss, sharing the glow of this little triumph.


        ROBERT. It’s mostly weeds, bit of a shit-tip actually. Oh fuck am I going to have to get a lawnmower? And learn how to mow a lawn? Ugh, let’s just pave it.


        STEF. I vote for that!


        (Waving her phone.) Robert did you know there’s like one bar! Sometimes! Even Google Maps doesn’t know where you are babes.


        JOLIE. We’re off the edge of the map, here be monsters!


        STEF. Don’t!


        ROBERT. We are forty-five minutes outside Bristol.


        LANNY (OOV). Muuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuum?


        JOLIE (yells). Yeeeeeessssss?


        LANNY (OOV). Can I try Uncle Evan’s lager?


        
          
            	
              JOLIE (yells). No!

            

            	

            	
              ROBERT (yells). Yeah!

            
          

        


        JOLIE shoots ROBERT a look.


        
          
            	
              JOLIE (yells). No.

            

            	

            	
              ROBERT (yells). No.

            
          

        


        STEF. Shh shh shh!


        STEF beckons them to listen. Birds sing, cattle low, the sound of a horse’s hooves trotting past in the distance. STEF looks horrified and amazed.


        A horse? For real? A horse?! An actual fucking horse? IRL?


        JOLIE. Someone must be riding up the lane.


        ROBERT. Have you never heard a horse before Stef?


        STEF (thinks deeply).…no!


        JOLIE (calls). I’d love a lager please / Evan?


        STEF (to ROBERT, re: horses). I’m not sure I’m into it.


        JOLIE. Ooh maybe Lanny could get into horse-riding? Bet he’d love that. You know what he’s like with animals.


        ROBERT. Good, yeah, that sounds expensive and dangerous.


        JOLIE. Like me?


        STEF. Nope. This whole ‘countryside’ Village of the Damned, Clown in a Cornfield, not into it, creepy as shit, no offence.


        EVAN enters with


        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        
          
            	
              
            

            	

            	
              
            
          

        


        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        
          
            	
              
            

            	

            	
              
            
          

        


        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        
      

      
        Scene Two – Village Hall


        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        
          
            	
              
            

            	

            	
              
            
          

        


        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        
          
            	
              
            

            	

            	
              
            
          

        


        
      

      
        Scene Three – They Come at Night
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        Scene Six – Pete & Lanny, Lanny & Pete
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