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  For a long time, the Holy Spirit has been placing a deep desire in my heart to help people live according to this promise of the Lord Jesus: ‘I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly’ (John 10:10).


  And there is no better way to do this than through a well-developed faith firmly grounded in the Word of God.


  People have been striving with all their strength to achieve a better life here on earth. Many make great sacrifices to receive God’s blessings and sometimes end up turning to the methods and formulas the world offers. Yet when a person’s life is not firmly grounded in the Word of God, they become vulnerable to the devil’s attacks on the body, soul and spirit. And when faced with difficulties, it is natural for them to try to preserve their own life. As Satan said to the Lord about Job, ‘Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life’ (Job 2:4).


  So I ask just one thing of the Lord: that, through reading this book, you may gain the faith you need to enjoy everything that is good and in keeping with God’s will for your life. May the Holy Spirit give you understanding beyond what is written, in the name of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
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  The Bible is full of examples of people who had no prominence in society but who, through active faith, accomplished great things and left their mark on their times. For example:


  
    	Abram left his homeland in obedience to God, even though he did not know where he was going. Later, he was called Abraham, in keeping with the promise that he would be the father of many nations. Because he believed and obeyed, he became known as the father of faith (Hebrews 11:8; Genesis 17:5; Romans 4:11–12).


    	Joseph was sold into slavery and thrown into prison, but he remained faithful to God. Later, he was given the wisdom to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams and rose from being a slave to becoming the most important man in Egypt after Pharaoh himself (Genesis 37:28; 39:20–23; 41:39–41).


    	Moses confronted Pharaoh to free his people from slavery in Egypt. Later, with the sea before him and the Egyptians in pursuit, he obeyed God’s command and stretched out his hand over the waters. The Lord opened a path so that the Israelites could continue towards the promised land (Exodus 5:1; 14:13–22).


    	Joshua followed God’s instructions at the walls of Jericho and led the people around the city for seven days: once a day for the first six days and seven times on the seventh, making thirteen times in all. After the walls fell, the Israelites took Jericho and continued their conquest of the promised land (Joshua 6:3–5, 14–20).

  


  Faith does all this and much more, as long as it is focused on the Living God. It transforms any situation, however tense and bleak it may seem. It does what doctors and medicines cannot do. It makes everything that seems impossible in life possible, defying human logic.


  Faith is a part of God within us. When we put it into practice according to His will, He acts on our behalf and enables us to accomplish what we desire.


  This is why the Lord Jesus said:


  Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven.


  Matthew 18:19


  The Bible states that without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6). This means that, to please God, we need to believe that He exists and trust in His Word. When we live out this faith in the name of the Lord Jesus and according to God’s will, the miracle happens and He is glorified.


  What is faith?


  The Bible defines faith as ‘the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen’ (Hebrews 11:1). It is an inner certainty that God will fulfil all His promises, as set out in the Holy Scriptures.


  An unbelieving person needs to see to believe, but faith requires exactly the opposite: first, we must believe with all our heart, so that we can then see with our physical eyes. This is the language of faith.


  For those who need to see to believe, we have the following biblical example:


  Then it happened, as He was coming near Jericho, that a certain blind man sat by the road begging. And hearing a multitude passing by, he asked what it meant. So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by.


  And he cried out, saying, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Then those who went before warned him that he should be quiet; but he cried out all the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’


  So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be brought to Him. And when he had come near, He asked him, saying, ‘What do you want Me to do for you?’ He said, ‘Lord, that I may receive my sight.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.’ And immediately he received his sight, and followed Him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.


  Luke 18:35–43


  I consider this passage one of the most important when it comes to faith. When the blind man learnt that Jesus was entering the city, great faith arose within him, and he began to cry out. Even though those passing by rebuked him, he refused to be silent and cried out all the more, until his plea was answered. His actions revealed his certainty and faith.


  How many people, after being prayed for in faith just once and not being healed immediately, lose their confidence and leave the church?


  Faith is tested through difficulties. In the blind man’s case, I believe the Lord Jesus heard his plea from the beginning, but allowed him to keep crying out with increasing intensity so that his perseverance would reveal the kind of faith he had in God.


  However, the result does not always come so quickly. On another occasion, the Lord Jesus encountered a man who had been blind from birth. Instead of giving him his sight at that very moment, He put clay on his eyes and gave him a command:


  When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He said to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing.


  John 9:6–7


  To receive his healing, the man had to obey. The pool of Siloam was not easy to reach for someone who could not see, and the Lord Jesus did not send a disciple to guide him there. He had to make the journey, find the pool and wash his eyes. Only after obeying the command did he return with his sight restored.


  The blind man of Jericho received his answer as soon as he cried out; the man who had been blind from birth had to walk and obey before he could see. Faith produced results in both cases, but not at the same time or in the same way. This teaches us that some answers come immediately, while others require perseverance.


  Difficulties help us mature and reveal the kind of faith we have. When the answer takes time, it does not mean that God has not heard us, but that our faith is being tested. Those who believe do not give up when faced with obstacles: they stand firm, obey the Word and press on until they see the result.


  Faith and the senses


  Faith does not depend on our five senses. The natural man is governed by his senses: he sees and feels the symptoms of affliction and prefers to trust his senses rather than believe in the Word of God. Faith, in turn, is not influenced by what the eyes see, nor does it take it into account.


  Faith draws its strength from the Word of God, which does not change; it does not give precedence to our natural senses. If they were sufficient, there would be no need for the faith God requires of us. Would we need faith for what our eyes can see and our hands can touch?


  We can therefore say that faith is accepting what God has promised in His Word and being certain that He will fulfil His promises, whatever our circumstances, wherever we are and whatever the time.


  Those who believe wait patiently to take possession of what already belongs to them by faith. They do not rush or run away, much less try to help God fulfil His promises.


  Today, I understand why the Lord Jesus said that whoever ‘does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it’ (Mark 10:15). He made this comparison because, to the world, faith is a great mystery: it is incomprehensible and beyond human logic.


  For this reason, we must not rely on human wisdom. Instead, with the humility of a child, we must accept the Word of God with all our heart in order to have faith.


  Another great example of faith is the fact that we believe in the Lord Jesus without ever having seen Him. We did not see Him being born of a virgin, living, dying and rising again, yet our belief in Him is so strong and absolute that we are even prepared to die for Him.


  How can this happen? What is the explanation?


  Only through faith can we answer these questions. We are certain of His existence, and even if someone tried to prove otherwise with persuasive arguments, we would never give up this conviction. Why? Because of faith!


  Even if an angel were to come down from Heaven and try to convince us that Jesus is a myth, we would never accept it, because faith is stronger than anything else and is firmly established in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. It strengthens us to face life’s circumstances, as the apostle Paul affirmed:


  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.


  Philippians 4:13
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  To acquire faith, we must first empty ourselves of self. Many people fail to enjoy the abundant life found in Christianity because they are filled with thoughts that go against God’s will. When faced with problems, they cling to their religions, philosophies and their own way of doing things.


  It is very difficult to bring the Christian message into these people’s hearts. They will struggle to develop a firm faith in the Lord Jesus, since the revelation of the Son of God depends on knowing the Word of God, which the Holy Spirit reveals to us (1 Corinthians 2:10–12). And for the Holy Spirit to work within us, we must come before Him with hearts emptied of self.


  There is a price to pay, and in this case it means letting go of all religious knowledge, traditions and futile thoughts.


  This is what happened to the apostle Paul. During his religious life of obedience to Jewish rites and commandments, he persecuted Christians, both men and women, and put them in prison, all in the name of his religion. Then one day, on the road to Damascus, he had a glorious experience. From being a persecutor of Christians, he became someone who was persecuted for his devotion to the cause of the Lord Jesus (Acts 9:1–19).


  The transformation of his mind was so radical that he began to live and suffer for the Gospel. After finding the new and living way to God, Paul considered everything he had learnt through years of study and devotion to his religion to be rubbish.


  If you are prejudiced against the Bible, believing that it is outdated, that it contains many errors, that it has lost its original form over the centuries or that it is not truly the Word of God, you will never have an active, healthy faith.


  Even if you attend a church and profess faith in Jesus as your Saviour, if you doubt the Lord Jesus’ promises to those who call upon Him in spirit and in truth, or think that the age of miracles is over, I must tell you that you are a true ‘unbelieving believer’. You urgently need the Holy Spirit to reveal faith in the Lord Jesus to you.


  A striking biblical example is that of Moses, who, while leading the flock of his father-in-law Jethro to the western side of the desert, came to the mountain of God, called Horeb. There, the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in the midst of a bush that was on fire but was not consumed. Out of curiosity, Moses drew near, and the Lord said to him, ‘Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground’ (Exodus 3:5).


  Before speaking with God, Moses had to take off his sandals, and this should serve as an example to us. To have a relationship with God and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, we need to take off the
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