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Episode 1

“Set!” Todd shouted as he fired a burst at the closing security man. They had broken into the facility, and now were looking for a ‘Smedley’ in the offices. So far they haven’t found him, and he idly wondered why the employer gave them a backpack to get him out. It didn’t make any sense, but this was the second combat contract, so he grudgingly obliged.

“Moving!” Desi said as he moved down the hall, heading for the last office. They tripped the alarm by attacking the facility, which wasn’t that heavily defended. Lexi was outside with Tommy in the combat vehicle, shooting at the growing number of security personnel. Hopefully the security personnel didn’t have an anti-tank weapon… He ran up to the door, and put the decoder on it, to open the locked door. They didn’t have the credentials so it was a brute force attack on the system. Nobody knew how to hack, so the employer gave them this to accomplish the mission. After a couple of minutes of it processing, it finally turned green. “It’s unlocked!”

“Coming!” Todd shot another guard and he followed Desi into the last room, an ornate office that was for the leader of the facility. He shut the door with a huff, glad that it was bulletproof.

“One of these days I’m going to use that sniper rifle.” Desi said as he searched for anybody else in the room. There was a closet and he searched it, nothing. “Nothing, we’ve been duped.”

“What the fuck man, we’re trapped almost, and we’re on a suicide mission.” He didn’t hear any explosion, so Lexi and Tommy should be alive. He thought of checking in, but the chatter of the machinegun told him everything he needed to know. “Who the fuck names somebody Smedley anyway, pretty bland name.”

“I am Smedley.” A voice said.

“What the fuck?” Todd noted that he and Desi were looking around the office, nobody. Was it a ghost?

“I am Smedley, the facility AI, what do you require?”

“Uh, where are you?” Todd said, still wondering what it was, was the AI a big server?

“I am on the desk, the red light.” Smedley said and saw that both of the humans were looking at him.

“Well, you’re coming with us Smedley.” Todd said, unslinging his rifle and backpack. “What do I have to do to release you?”

“I can do it myself. One second.” Moments later some gears whined. “I must shut down, my battery in this configuration will last an hour. Good night.” And the red light blanked out.

“What the shit?” Todd said as he put Smedley the box into his backpack, which was big enough for him to be in. “This is some weird shit.”

“You’re telling me boss.” Desi said, and there was some thumping on the door, the guards were there. “Know another way out?”

“That door, we’ll see where it leads to.” Todd said, slinging his backpack and rifle, and sighed. “Hopefully we won’t get killed.” He said, and inched toward the door. With some hesitation he opened it, to the outside. It was clear so far of enemy, and they needed to leave, now. “Let’s get the fuck out of here Desi.”

“Roger that.” Desi said, and followed Todd around the building to their combat vehicle, and they entered it and put Smedley in the middle of the vehicle. “We got the fucking package, let’s get the fuck out of here!” Bullets were impacting the windshield, but so far it wasn’t too bad to see.

Desi revved the engine, backed up and ran the length of the compound, and broke through the gate. “We’re clear.”

“Not yet, we got those assholes, let me contact Timothy, so he can link up with us, get us north Desi. How we looking on ammo Lexi?”

“Halfway through, the security guards thankfully didn’t have any anti-tank, but I got one that might.”

“Good, let’s get moving Timothy, we’re heading north to the spaceport.” He had hoped that they would make it through. Then they could get off of this rock and into space.


Episode 2

“How are we looking, Lexi?” Todd asked as they screamed down the highway. There was little traffic, and he thought that was good for now.

“Ahead we’re fine, just Timothy is behind us, right?”

“I think so.” Todd switched to his headset. “Where are you, Timothy?” He was glad that Timothy reported that they were behind them, and taking some small arms fire. Nothing heavy, thankfully, but the guards were pursuing them. He hoped that they didn’t have any helicopters with anti-tank missiles following them. He had researched security, mainly armored vehicles, but that was a month old, too. Fat good it did him now. “Intel says armored cars, so be on the lookout.” Once Timothy acknowledged it, he relaxed slightly. As long as those armored cars didn’t have anything heavy, they’d be alright. “How fast are we going?”

“Two hundred kilometers per hour, boss,” Desi said as he looked at the back mirror, seeing the tracers reaching out for Timothy’s vehicle. “I bet they’re running low on ammo, though.”

“We've got a long way to go, my friend, keep it pressed to the floor,” Todd said, slightly ignoring everything else as he focused on making it to the spaceport. “We've got an hour’s ride to the spaceport, keep it up.”

“Will do, boss,” Desi said as he focused on driving. He noticed that the fire was decreasing and that Timothy’s vehicle was emitting fewer flames. Maybe they were that low? “I hope we don’t get attacked. Timothy’s vehicle is firing less.”

“Fuck, well, we’ll do what we can, keep going,” Todd said as he looked out the window for any more threats. He continued to do so until they hit the spaceport an hour later. Once they were allowed through, they drove to the shuttle, quickly loaded it, and took off as soon as possible. 

An hour later, when they were hooked up to the space freighter, the team decided to open the package. They had built a power station based on their employer’s suggestion, and hooked Smedley up to it. The LED glowed green, and it seemed that Smedley would talk. “Are you there, Smedley?” Todd asked, curious for a response.

“I am here,” Smedley said in his voice. The speakers kept their voice and conversation level. “What do you require of me?”

“I want to know why you’re so damned important to our employers, that’s all.” Todd said with a touch of anger, they nearly lost their lives for this AI.

“I sense that you are a little bit angry. What is your name?”

“Todd, there are a few other people in this room.”

“I will take your word for it. I do not have any cameras hooked up to me, as in the corporate facility, where you took me from.”

“Yeah, about that,” Todd said, with a slight smile. “We were tasked to take you from it.”

“I see, and where am
















