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HOW TO PLAY


Welcome to the animal mix-up gaok!
Is it a book or is it a game? It’s kind of a mix-up between the two, just like the strange animals you’re going to see on the following pages.
How to play: First take a look at a picture of the mixed-up animal and then, before you turn the page, try to guess the animal’s name. I don’t mean, “Is it Doris? Is it Johnny Robson?” etc. I mean if you were to see a picture of an animal that was half penguin, half elephant, you might guess that it’s called a penguilephant. Or perhaps you might guess elequin. Then you turn the page to see if you guessed right.
If you can find someone to play with, write your answers secretly on a scrap of paper and keep the scraps face down before turning the page to see who was right. Every time you guess correctly, you one point.
How many points can you score?
Remember, don’t turn the page until you’ve tried to guess the name first! Ready to start guessing? Here’s the first picture ... 
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What is it called?






IF
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SCROLL

PAST

HERE




      ***OCTOPIG

An octopig is a cross between an octopus and a pig. Of course, the name ‘pigtopus’ would have been a good name too, but I chose octopig, and I get to choose because it’s my book, oh yes it is, so ‘octopig’ is the correct answer. BUT if you said ‘pigtopus’ I’ll give you half a point because that’s a good name too!
Octopigs’ favourite food is salt-and-vinegar flavoured bananas, and if they can’t find any of those, their second-favourite food is banana-flavoured salt and vinegar.
Octopigs live at the bottom of the sea in tents made from old banana skins.
In their spare time, they like to go hiking in the mountains. (Perhaps you didn’t know there were mountains under the sea. Oh yes – underwater is just like above water and they have mountains, valleys, forests, caves and tiddlywinks just like we have.)
This particular octopig is called Tony and he sells second-hand watches for a living. His wife, Catherine the Great, is having a birthday party next Tuesday and she told me to tell you that you’re invited.


Octopus Joke
Q: How many tickles does it take to make an octopus laugh?
A: Ten tickles.

Pig Jokes
Q: Why did the farmer name his pig ‘Ink’?
A: Because it kept running out of his pen.

There were two pigs in a field. One of the pigs says, “Oink” and the other pig says, “That’s what I was going to say.”
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What is it called?






      ***FLEAGLE

A fleagle is, of course, a cross between a flea and an eagle.
Fleagles jump really high with their long flea legs up into that lovely air we breathe when we’re changing those thingamajigs on the watchamacallit.
After jumping, fleagles spread their huge eagle wings and glide around in circles hunting for food. They make a loud screeching sound, which is actually them saying the words “Hand me a biscuit, you scoundrel” over and over in slow motion.
Regular fleas bite animals and drink their blood, which is a certain amount of rudeness if you ask me, which you didn’t, but I told you anyway.
Regular eagles hunt for small animals and gobble them up, which again doesn’t sound very civilised.
Fleagles on the other hand are very polite creatures and they could never do such 'orrible stuff. They only eat pizza, you see. When they spot a pizza with their eagle eyes, they dive down to ask the pizza very nicely if it would mind being eaten. “No, I will not hand you a biscuit, and stop calling me a scoundrel,” is the pizza’s usual reply.
Fleagles are so polite that the only thing more polite is a sparrowl, which is a cross between a sparrow and an owl, but I can’t draw them so you’ll have to imagine it.
This particular fleagle is called Rodger and he’s hopscotch mad. I don’t mean he’s angry. I mean he’s mad about hopscotch. All he wants to do is play hopscotch. He’s sad today because he wanted to go outside to play hopscotch but he can’t because it’s raining.
He doesn’t look sad in the picture though. If you look closely, you can see he’s smiling. That’s because when I was drawing him, I asked him to smile. He said he couldn’t possibly smile on account of feeling sad on account of not being able to play hopscotch on account of it raining (did I just mention that?) so I asked him to think a happy thought, and he thought of a monkey in a yellow spaceship eating an ice cream and that’s why he doesn’t look sad in the picture even though he was sad because he wanted to play hopscotch but he couldn’t because it was raining and I think I mentioned that already didn’t I and this is definitely the longest sentence in the whole book and I’d better end it now – the sentence that is, not the book.
(Get ready for the next animal – it’s one of my favourites...)



Flea Joke
Q: Why did the flea cross the road?
A: Because it thought it was a chicken.

Eagle Jokes
Q: What do an eagle and a toothbrush have in common?
A: Neither of them is a police officer.

Q: Why wouldn’t the sick eagle rob a bank?
A: Because it was ill-eagle. 
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What is it called?







      ***SPIDERSAURUS



A spidersaurus is a cross between a spider and a dinosaur. This means that it should really be called a spidersaur, not a spidersaurus, but me and my friend Johnny Robson built a time machine and we went back in time and we saw a spidersaur and we tried to hide behind a tree but it was one of those annoying invisible trees so the spidersaur saw us and that’s why it’s called a spidersaurus.
(If you guessed 'spidersaur', I'll give you half a point. 'Dinobug' gets a quarter point.)
There used to be millions of spidersauruseseseseses (the plural form of ‘spidersaurus’) in the world but that was a long time ago and they all went extinct because they got hit by a meaty oar which fell off a meaty canoe. But that’s not important. The important thing is that now there is only one spidersaurus left in the whole wide world and that’s the one in the picture. Her name is Sarah and she doesn’t mind being the last spidersaurus because it makes her feel special. Do you like feeling special?
A spidersaurus spins a web just like a spider does, then it tries to sit in it. Because spidersauruseseseseses are so big and heavy, the web always breaks and they fall to the ground. After doing this a few times, they give up and go to the supermarket to buy food just like everybody else.
Their favourite country is France, and their favorite food is flies – French flies. Unfortunately, Sarah rarely gets to eat them because she lives in America. American flies aren't as tasty.



Dinosaur Jokes
Q: What do you call a dinosaur with no eyes?
A: Doyouthinkysaraus

Mother: Why are you crying?
Daughter: Because I wanted to get a dinosaur for my baby brother.
Mother: That’s no reason to cry.
Daughter: Yes it is! No one would trade me! 

Spider Joke
Q: What did the spider say when it heard: “Time flies when you are having fun”?
A: Time is fun when you’re having flies.
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What is it called?




      ***HIPPOPOTTAPILLAR

The hippopottapillar is a cross between a hippopotamus and a caterpillar. ‘Caterpottamus’ would have been a good name too, only that might be a cross between a hippopotomous and a cat. Still, if you said caterpottamus, I award you half a point. 'Octopede' and 'millippotamus' also get half a point.
A hippopottapillar spends its early life crawling around eating cabbage. Then when it’s ready, it wraps itself in a cocoon and dissolves its body into a kind of soup. No one knows how it does it, but one day the soup becomes solid again and forms into a new body and the cocoon breaks open to reveal the adult form with beautiful wings of many colours. This new animal is called a butterflottamus, which of course is a cross between a butterfly and a hippopotamus. It can also be called a hippopotterfly, or even a hippobutterflittamus. I can’t draw a hippobutterflittamus. I can’t even say it. If you can draw a picture of a hippobutterflittamus, do it and send it to me and I’ll put it in this book.
The particular hippopottapillar shown on the previous page is called Pierre and he works in the Louvre Art Gallery in Paris as Assistant Head of Acquisitions. I don’t know what that is. Do you?
Pierre is a very distant relation of Sarah the spidersaurus (second cousin fifty-eight times removed) and when it’s her birthday, Pierre posts French flies to her
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