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​New Orleans Revealed: 1838-1839- Introduction:

The following is a comprehensive guide and promotional material for the Retrorsum Time Travel Book Series by Derrick Fitzgerald. Within its pages, you will discover a wealth of valuable information meticulously gathered to assist you in your hypothetical journey to New Orleans, Louisiana, during the Antebellum years of 1838–1839. Every detail presented is authentic, encompassing essential guidance on preparation, accommodations, dining establishments, cafes, and the vibrant social venues that defined this fascinating period in American history.

In the previous installment, Las Vegas Revealed, the handbook referenced book one of Retrorsum and the remarkable experiences of Will Patterson in early 1930s Las Vegas. This guide, however, shifts focus to book three, Las Vegas Revisited. Here, the narrative expands beyond the great depression, prohibition and challenges of 1930s Las Vegas to include a daring rescue mission to late 1830s America. Will Patterson must embark on a 14 month perilous journey to rescue his close friend and former history professor, Charles Damron, who has inadvertently been thrust into an elongated mission to 1830s America. The stakes are higher than ever as Will navigates the complexities of this earlier time period, blending historical insight with thrilling adventure.

As before, while this guide does not claim to explain the mechanics of time travel to Antebellum New Orleans, it serves as an invaluable resource for those who, in the realm of possibility, find themselves able to traverse temporal boundaries successfully and arrive in the late 1830s. Should such an extraordinary journey be feasible, the insights provided herein could significantly enhance your experience and ensure your seamless integration into the vibrant and complex life of 1830s New Orleans. From the intricate architecture and bustling marketplaces to the lively gatherings in coffee houses and social clubs, this guide seeks to immerse you in the era, equipping you with the knowledge to make the most of your remarkable journey.

Late 1830s New Orleans is a universe away, even compared to the "relative" modernity of 1930s Las Vegas. For any temporal explorers, the shocking contrasts between the two eras will be unavoidable. New Orleans of this period is raw, primitive, and at times brutally unapologetic. This journey is not for the fainthearted or squeamish—1830s New Orleans is a city of extremes, where breathtaking cultural and architectural achievements coexist with inhuman practices and stark societal divisions.

At the height of its prominence, New Orleans was a thriving hub of commerce and culture, strategically situated along the Mississippi River. Its wharves teemed with activity, as ships arrived from across the globe carrying goods and, tragically, enslaved individuals. This city was not just the capital of trade but also the capital of the domestic slave market in the Antebellum South. Enslaved people were brought to the city en masse, housed in squalid slave pens, and sold in public auctions that reduced human lives to mere commodities. Families were routinely separated without hesitation, the cruel machinery of slavery grinding relentlessly beneath the surface of New Orleans’ prosperity.

For travelers, navigating New Orleans in 1838–1839 offers both an immersive experience in cultural brilliance and an unflinching confrontation with its darkest realities. Gallatin Street, notorious for its clandestine bars, gambling dens, and brothels, epitomizes the city’s unregulated edge. These shadowy establishments, with their raw violence and unchecked vice, echo the same cruelty and dehumanization found in the slave markets and pens, where the brutality of the era is laid bare. Together, Gallatin Street and the slave auctions reveal a world as shocking to any temporal visitor as it is formative to the city’s history—cruel, merciless and unapologetically raw.

Amid these societal complexities, New Orleans also showcased its grandeur through its architectural marvels, particularly its hotels. One of the most striking symbols of the era was the fierce rivalry between the St. Charles and Verandah Hotels, which mirrored the ethnic and social tensions of the time. Located on opposite corners of St. Charles Street (now Avenue) and Common Street in what was then the Faubourg St. Mary, these two hotels represented the ambitions and divisions of the city’s Anglo-American elite.

The St. Charles Hotel, opened in 1837, was a towering achievement of design and ambition. Spearheaded by a group of Anglo investors seeking to secure prestige for the American sector of New Orleans, the hotel was the vision of architects James Gallier Sr. and Charles Dakin. With its five-story grandeur and a 185-foot dome—the tallest point in the region—it quickly became a cultural and commercial cornerstone for the city's Anglo-American population. Lavish gatherings, elegant dinners, and grand social events made the St. Charles a beacon of high society.

Yet, the harmony of the St. Charles’ backers was short-lived. Tensions at one investor celebration boiled over into insults, with toasts escalating into nationalistic retorts. What began as a convivial evening devolved into a heated exchange, culminating in a challenge issued by English-born Richard Owen Pritchard, who, incensed by his Irish counterparts, declared, “Damn your hotel! I will build one of my own!” True to his word, Pritchard financed the construction of the Verandah Hotel across the street, sparking a direct rivalry that mirrored the broader ethnic and social divides of the city.

The Verandah Hotel, though less monumental than the St. Charles, was no less ambitious in its intent. Designed as a direct competitor, it quickly established itself as a hub for Anglo-American elites who favored its refined but less ostentatious atmosphere. The rivalry between these two establishments epitomized the clashing identities within New Orleans, with each hotel serving as a symbol of the city's fragmented cultural, political, and economic realms.

While these grand hotels embodied the aspirations of their patrons, they also served as stark reminders of the privilege and wealth built on the backs of enslaved labor. Many of the skilled hands that constructed the St. Charles and the Verandah belonged to enslaved individuals, whose contributions went unrecognized while their suffering underpinned the city’s prosperity.

Compared to the orderly, burgeoning modernity of 1930s Las Vegas, New Orleans in the late 1830s will feel anarchic and unrestrained. Public health crises like yellow fever and cholera ravaged the city, exacerbated by poor sanitation and crowded living conditions. Social hierarchies were rigidly enforced, yet the city thrived as a melting pot of cultural influences, blending Creole, Anglo, African, and European traditions into a uniquely vibrant identity. Theaters, masked balls, and music halls celebrated this cultural richness, even as the horrors of slavery and the struggles of the working class cast long shadows.

For temporal explorers, New Orleans in 1838–1839 offers an unparalleled journey into a world of contrasts—grandeur and squalor, refinement and brutality, hope and despair. From the opulent halls of the St. Charles Hotel to the unrestrained energy of Gallatin Street, the city demands resilience and an open mind. It is a place where the beauty of human achievement is inextricably tied to its moral contradictions, leaving no traveler unchanged by the experience.

In book three, Las Vegas Revisited, both Will Patterson and Charles Damron take up residence at the St. Charles Hotel, later followed by Will Patterson's extended stay at the Verandah Hotel. For the temporal visitor, these two establishments provide a rare glimpse of relative modernity in a world that otherwise feels light-years removed from the present day. They serve as more than just accommodations—they are sanctuaries of relative comfort in a time marked by stark contrasts between refinement and the harsh realities of the Antebellum South.

The St. Charles Hotel, with its imposing five stories and 185-foot dome, stands as a monument to ambition and luxury. It offers near-modern amenities—running water, private baths, and cleanliness rare in this bustling southern city. The Verandah Hotel, though less grand than the St. Charles, provides similar comforts in a quieter, more understated setting, catering to affluent guests. Both embody the height of sophistication, serving plantation owners, politicians, industrialists, and the occasional time traveler seeking familiarity amidst the strangeness of the 1830s.

These hotels reflect the divisions and ambitions of Antebellum New Orleans. The St. Charles, in the American sector, showcases Anglo-American power, while the nearby Verandah arose from rivalry and ambition, mirroring the city’s competitive spirit. Their refinement stands in sharp contrast to the chaos of Gallatin Street or the horrifying slave markets, which expose the darker realities behind the city’s prosperity.

For the temporal traveler, staying at these hotels offers not only respite but also insight. To walk their corridors is to witness a microcosm of Antebellum New Orleans—a world where luxury and progress exist uneasily beside oppression and inequality. Even in polished settings, history’s undercurrents remain palpable, revealing the complexities of 1830s life.
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​The Antebellum South: 1838-1839
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​A Journey to the Antebellum South: Insights for Temporal Explorers:

For any visitor from the 21st century or beyond, the Antebellum South of the late 1830s offers a world starkly different from modern life. Marked by extremes—opulent wealth and crushing poverty, a few bustling cities with New Orleans as its pinnacle, and many rural farms with virtually no modernity—it is a time of profound contrasts, with the pervasive inhumanity of slavery standing as its most tragic and disturbing feature.

​Absence of Modern Conveniences:

Temporal visitors will be struck by the lack of modern amenities. Electricity, cars, telephones, and indoor plumbing are non-existent. (The St. Louis, St. Charles, and the Verandah were notable exceptions with regard to plumbing.) Lighting comes from candles or oil lamps, heating from fireplaces, and water must be manually drawn from wells. Everyday tasks like washing clothes or preserving food require intensive labor. Without refrigeration, methods such as salting, drying, or canning are essential for food storage.

​Health and Medicine:

Medical care in the 1830s is rudimentary. Diseases like scarlet fever, cholera, and yellow fever are common, with treatments often ineffective or dangerous. Antibiotics and vaccines do not exist, and childbirth is fraught with peril. Temporal explorers who fall ill may find themselves at the mercy of primitive practices, highlighting the stark differences in healthcare across centuries.

​Self-Sufficiency and Simplicity:

The era is often romanticized for its simplicity and self-reliance. Farmers, craftsmen, and laborers depended on their skills and communities, repairing and repurposing tools rather than discarding them. While plantation life reveals enormous self-sufficiency, its foundation rested on slave labor, which spared plantation owners from

​Societal Contrasts:
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​A Mixed Experience:


​Key Takeaways:
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