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Introduction – A Century of Truth
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Truth has always been a powerful force, shaping societies, guiding decisions and defining civilisations. Yet its accessibility, visibility and reliability have varied dramatically over time. For most of history, truth was mediated by institutions - kings, priests, newspapers or governments - each with their own interests, biases and limitations. What people knew and how they knew it, was often filtered through layers of control and opacity.

The 20th and 21st centuries, however, transformed this dynamic. Technological revolutions - from television and personal computing to the internet, social media and blockchain - progressively democratised truth. Information became more visible, more accessible and increasingly verifiable. Each leap forward brought the potential for transparency, accountability and global participation, while simultaneously introducing new challenges: misinformation, centralisation, surveillance and manipulation.

This book traces a century-long journey, examining how technology has shaped the visibility, accessibility and reliability of truth. It explores both historical events and future possibilities, showing how humanity has moved from a world of mediated truths toward a world where transparency and accountability can be structurally embedded into the systems that govern life, economy and society.
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THE ARC OF THE BOOK

The first half of the book is historical, grounded in global examples, demonstrating how communication, media and technology have progressively revealed and amplified truth:

How television first brought shared visibility to distant events.

How the internet democratised information and enabled global participation.

How social media amplified voices but also concentrated attention and spread misinformation.

How the age of big data revealed systemic inequities, surveillance and the fragility of trust.

The second half of the book is forward-looking, projecting plausible scenarios where transparency, decentralisation and participatory systems reshape society:

How blockchain and decentralised protocols can embed trust into economic, governance and social systems.

How global collaboration and technology can drive sustainability, fairness and equity.

How the next century might realise a civilisation in which truth is structurally enforced, not merely hoped for.
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A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE

While much discourse on technology has been US- or Euro-centric, this book emphasises a truly global perspective. Innovations, adoption and social impacts have emerged across continents: from mobile finance in Africa, to digital identity in Estonia, to decentralised governance experiments in Asia and Latin America. The history of truth is a history of humanity as a whole and the future will be shaped by the interplay of ideas, cultures and technology worldwide.
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WHY THIS MATTERS

Transparency, accountability and access to truth are no longer abstract ideals. They are essential for tackling the pressing challenges of our time: climate change, inequality, resource scarcity, global health crises and political polarisation. Technology is the amplifier - it can either concentrate power or distribute it. Understanding the trajectory of truth through technology provides insight into how societies can leverage these tools to build fair, just and sustainable systems.

This book is both a record and a roadmap: a chronicle of how humanity has grappled with truth over the last century and a vision of how it might shape the next. From the flickering screens of early television to the auditable, decentralised networks of the 22nd century, it tells a story of progress, challenges and possibility - a story in which technology, ethics and human intent converge to define the future of civilisation.
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Chapter 1 – The Age of Broadcast (1950s–1970s)
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The middle of the twentieth century brought a new kind of mirror to humanity: the television screen. For the first time, vast populations could witness the same images at the same time, whether in Tokyo, Lagos, Berlin, São Paulo or New York. Television turned information into a shared visual reality. Unlike newspapers or radio, it carried the power of moving images - hard to deny, harder to forget.

Television was never neutral. It could be used to expose injustice, but also to entrench propaganda. It could reveal wars and revolutions or carefully hide them. But it marked the start of a century in which technology would steadily increase the pressure on institutions to reveal the truth.
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THE ARRIVAL OF A GLOBAL Medium

By the 1950s, television had become more than an American novelty. In Britain, the BBC expanded beyond radio into television, experimenting with live broadcasts that reached into ordinary homes. In Japan, NHK (Nippon Hōsō Kyōkai) began its first experimental broadcasts in 1953, coinciding with post-war recovery and modernisation. Across Europe, state broadcasters - from RAI in Italy to ZDF in Germany - established national networks, often framed as tools of cultural unity.

In newly decolonized countries, television symbolised modernity and national identity. India’s state broadcaster Doordarshan launched in 1959, initially reaching only Delhi, before expanding nationwide in the 1970s. In Africa, Ghana and Nigeria built their first stations shortly after independence, seeing television as a way to foster unity across diverse populations.

The shared principle was clear: television was no longer just entertainment. It was infrastructure for shaping a nation’s truth.

––––––––
[image: ]


POWER AND PROPAGANDA

In the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, television was tightly controlled by the state. Soviet broadcasts emphasised industrial achievements, space exploration and the strength of socialism. The goal was not to inform citizens fully, but to project a curated reality that aligned with ideology. Similarly, in Maoist China, television reinforced revolutionary culture. Programming often glorified collective labor, the Communist Party and Chairman Mao himself.

But even under control, cracks appeared. Citizens noticed the contrast between official narratives and lived experience. When Hungarian state television broadcast coverage of the 1956 uprising, the government’s attempts to frame it as “counterrevolutionary” failed to erase the images of tanks rolling into Budapest. People saw enough to sense the truth beneath the script.
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WAR AND REVOLUTION on Screen

Television also played a role in post-colonial struggles and conflicts. In Latin America, broadcasts captured both the optimism of independence movements and the turmoil of coups and civil wars. Brazilian television in the 1960s became both a platform for cultural renaissance (with the explosion of telenovelas) and a tool for the military dictatorship to project authority.

In Africa, coverage of the Biafran War (1967–1970) in Nigeria brought global attention to the horrors of famine and civilian suffering. Images broadcast internationally shaped foreign perceptions and pressured governments to respond with humanitarian aid. For the first time, African conflicts were not just local tragedies but global events.

Meanwhile, across Southeast Asia, the Vietnam War was broadcast not only to Americans but to audiences worldwide. In Europe and Asia, nightly news bulletins showed civilians fleeing bombings, villages destroyed and soldiers exhausted. The images undermined official claims of progress and fuelled global protests against the war.
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TELEVISION AS A FORCE of Unity

Television was also capable of inspiring collective hope. The 1969 moon landing was broadcast live to an estimated 600 million people worldwide - from London to Lagos, from Mexico City to Moscow. Despite ideological divides of the Cold War, for a brief moment humanity was united in awe at the sight of astronauts walking on the lunar surface.

Similarly, global sporting events became shared cultural milestones. The 1966 World Cup final, broadcast live from London, was watched by audiences across Europe, Africa and Asia. Television created a sense of global participation in ways that newspapers and radio never had.
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SEEDS OF DISTRUST

Yet television’s power cut both ways. In Chile, Salvador Allende used television to communicate directly with citizens during his presidency in the early 1970s, while opposition networks spread competing narratives - foreshadowing the role of media battles in political instability. In Italy, critics accused RAI of bias and censorship, claiming it acted more as a government mouthpiece than a free broadcaster. In the United States, the Watergate scandal revealed that even democratic nations could manipulate or withhold truth, deepening skepticism toward both politicians and the networks that covered them.

By the late 1970s, the world had learned a critical lesson: television could show truth, but it could also distort it. It was powerful precisely because it operated at the intersection of reality and control.
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THE LEGACY OF THE BROADCAST Era

Television transformed the relationship between citizens and power. It made political leaders more visible, wars harder to sanitise and social movements harder to ignore. Yet because most countries limited broadcasts to a handful of state or corporate networks, the truth remained filtered through gatekeepers.

Still, the principle was established: once technology can reveal truth visually and instantly, society will demand more of it. The seeds of transparency were planted.

What began as a centralised medium would lay the groundwork for decentralisation. As the century moved forward, new tools would take television’s promise - to reveal reality - and push it far beyond the limits of broadcast control.
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Chapter 2 – Cracks in the Wall (1980s–1990s)
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The broadcast era of television created a world of shared images, but it was still a world managed by gatekeepers. Governments, corporations and ruling elites controlled what made it onto the screen. By the 1980s, however, cracks began to form in this wall of control.

Cable television, satellite broadcasting and early digital networks loosened the monopoly of state and national broadcasters. New voices emerged and global events increasingly slipped past official censors. At the same time, personal computing began to spread, planting the seeds of an entirely different communication revolution. The world was preparing to move from top-down broadcast to bottom-up networks.
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CABLE, SATELLITE AND the Multiplication of Channels

In the United States and parts of Europe, cable television expanded choice beyond a handful of channels. CNN, launched in 1980, was the first 24-hour news network. Suddenly, events anywhere in the world could be covered live, around the clock. This shift eroded governments’ ability to time or manage the news cycle.

In the Middle East, satellite broadcasting broke down national information barriers. By the late 1980s and early 1990s, channels like MBC and later Al Jazeera allowed Arab audiences to see perspectives beyond state-run media. Governments that had long relied on information control discovered that dishes on rooftops could undermine their monopoly.

In Asia, Star TV - a Hong Kong–based satellite broadcaster launched in 1990 - began reaching audiences from India to Indonesia, crossing national borders in ways terrestrial broadcasters never could. For many viewers, it was the first time foreign
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