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To my colleagues from Thursday’s morning breakfast fellowship. Our time together always makes God, church, and discipleship a meaningful reality.
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...to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.  

Ephesians 4:12-16
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Introduction
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The Christian life is an adventurous journey through time and space in preparation for eternity with Jesus. Along the way you meet others with similar beliefs and interests. You also confront others whose views are vastly different than your own. You are exposed to different cultures, concepts, and Christs. You make choices regarding your future. You face struggles, failures, and pain. But you also taste love, success, and pleasure. Eventually, someplace you are introduced to the Biblical Incarnate Jesus. You either choose to follow HIM or not. If you choose wisely, you discover what an awesome God HE IS and your part in HIS story. If you decide to pursue other avenues, that is your choice. But you will miss out on life’s greatest love adventure that movie narratives cannot even touch. 

On the road with Jesus your search for love, truth, and grace will become a reality. You will find meaning and purpose for everyday living. You will find yourself clothed with the treasures of the Creator. 

Yes, you will have a central seat to behold the beauty and struggle of humanity. On one hand you marvel at the technological advances which bring more convenience and ease into one’s life. On the other side, you are shocked at the violence one person bestows on another out of hatred and anger. Yet when Father God/Lord Jesus/Holy Spirit, the Triune God, becomes the central core of one’s life, your worldview changes. You begin to see life through the eyes of your Maker. 

At seventeen, I cried out on my knees and surrendered to a God I did not know. The troubles I had accumulated till then were leading me down an ugly path. Before I even graduate from high school, I was either going to end up six-feet-under-dirt or the federal penitentiary. My prospects didn’t look good. Yet, after that moment, repentance jump-started a new journey. Yes, I became a Jesus freak.

Though raised in a religious school for twelve years, I had no idea about God, HIS Kingdom, nor salvation. But I wanted to learn. So, I purchased a used Bible from the Salvation Army thrift store and became a student of Jesus. Now, fifty plus years later, I look back and marvel at the grace of God and HIS work. 

This book is a recap of the lessons learned, truths discovered, and treasures obtained during life’s journey. The story is about the Triune God and HIM sharing HIS life with me and allowing me to share life with HIM. It’s about separating the religion from the relationship with our Lord, Savior, and Friend. It’s about what it means to be a full-time apprentice of Jesus Christ.

I hope and pray you find some insight and encouragement in your walk with the Almighty through these pages. For what I have come to know is that Jesus is rooting for you and me each and every day. HE is closer to us than we realize. HE wants to share HIS life with us and us share our life with HIM. We only need to learn to step aside in self-surrender and let HIM lead the way. 

As you read each chapter, ask the Holy Spirit to open your mind and heart to understand the wisdom and experience of others who have gone before you. As you do, you will stay rooted, find purpose, and become the creation God has wired you to be as HE prepares you on your journey with Jesus, both now and into eternity. 

Dr. Mike   

Faith-Integrator, Encourager, Scribbler   
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1.  Learning to See What is True
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In my sophomore year of college, I registered for a class in Ethics but was denied entrance. Out of a thirty-five thousand student body only four signed up for the class; not enough to justify paying for a teacher. In its place though, I took another philosophy course - Logic.

There we had enough students which allowed the administration to hire an instructor to expose us to the historical and known arts of reasoning, decision-making, and truth-finding. But again, there were less than one-dozen students in the class.

I did not realize the ramifications of the event until some thirty-years later. As we live and experience this post-modern culture, we witness every day the distortion of basic logic. Where truth is relative, decision-making is built upon feelings, and reasoning is sabotage with lies, opinions, and prejudices. How is one to journey through life surrounded by this maze of noise and illusions?

When the foundation of a society is without a compass, any direction will do. If someone is able to accidentally identify North, then their search for home becomes substantially easier. However, without a North directional bias, every direction looks as good as the next. From my early camping days, we would classify that as being lost.

If one is serious to discover the truth of a matter, one needs to have a good grasp of reality. Reality is built upon the foundational order of nature and universal laws that govern existence. Order and law require an order/law giver. In religious circles, this Law Giver is given the title God.

The closer one develops a relationship with this God, the closer one discovers His heart, mind, and character. From this and through various circumstances and situations as one travels through life, one comes to know and be known by the Creator of Life. Of all the gods known by 21st century standards, the only one who makes the most logical, yet most misunderstood, is the Triune God: Father, Son, and Spirit. C. S. Lewis himself converted from atheism to Christianity because it made the most logical sense – like the sun rising each morning. [1] ​ 

So, if truth of a matter is important to you, then invest your time to acquire the knowledge of eternal facts, historical lessons, and scientific outcomes built upon the foundation of the Creator of reality. Then you will have a more solid foundation to stand upon that will help you better withstand the corruption and distortion that will come your way each and every day.

For truth is available to those who have the courage to question everything they know and have been taught while leaning on Jesus throughout your journey. 
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Is truth an opinion or a fact? Is truth subjective or objective? How do we determine what is true? Why is truth important? Or does living out the truth really matter?

Your answers reveal the foundation of your life.  When you build your house on the basis of truth, you are not easily or gullible to the distorted half-truths of others. You understand the importance of building your house on a solid foundation. Anything less leads to cracks and possible collapse of your entire house when the storms of life appear. 

Truth allows you to live life abundantly without the extra baggage of outside influences. When you know the truth, the truth will set you free from seeking cultural, religious, or social approval.

The closer you are to the truth, the closer you are to the heart of God. The closer you are to the heart of God, the closer you are to the truth. Knowing the truth reveals the heart of God. The heart of God reveals the truth.

Knowing the truth frees you from the false lies and illusions we create in our mind that causes anxiety, fear, and guilt.

Truth allows you to build a foundation that is immovable. Truth (with a capital T) is Jesus Christ; [2] truth (with a small t) are the facts built upon reality. I like the way Dallas Willard defined reality. “Reality is what you can count on and what you have to come to terms with”.[3] 

Truth allows you to walk in reality. The author of reality is its creator: the Triune God. When you accept reality and know who controls reality, and know your identity within that reality, you are free to enjoy life the way God created life to be.

Truth matters because it is built on reality. Truth allows you to deal directly with the problem, challenge, and opportunity. Without truth, you are dealing only with smoke. With truth, you can focus directly on the fire and make it work for you rather than against you.

Truth is found in Scripture. Truth is found in Jesus Christ. Truth is also found in science and math. Wherever the Creator left his imprint, the reality of truth blooms.

There is no fear with the truth. As the truth allows you to discern which way is the best. 

When you have a poor memory, knowing what is truthful and honest allows you to recall the facts. Why? Because you are a person who always acts upon the truthful facts and don't rely on fantasy, lies, and distortion.

Wherever truth speaks, God hears. Whenever truth is revealed, God sees. However truth is discovered, God is there. When one walks with truth, one walks with Jesus Christ at your side.

Truth deals directly with a matter; lies cover up. Therefore, seek the truth, build your house upon the truth, and your house will survive whatever ordeal comes your way.​[4]
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Love without truth is not real love; and truth without love is not real truth. For love and truth is based on reality. And reality without God is an illusion. For God is the author of love and truth.

Love and truth are not a human creation. Humanity discovers love and truth in the world around them and through people. For love and truth are the backbone of God's character. His divine nature exemplifies love and truth throughout His creation. When reality is confirmed, truth is revealed.

Truth is not the perception of an individual nor the feelings of a group of people, but the repeated outcome of history. Likewise, love is not just an act or feeling, but the servitude of heart toward another person for their success and well-being turned into action.

When one comes to know God, then one also comes to know real love and truth. Truth with a capital "T" is a person known today as Jesus Christ. Truth with a small 't" are the divine values and principles built upon the Triune God's character and displayed throughout the creation of the world.

If one wants to know what real love and truth is like, then one needs to do business with the Creator of love and truth. As a mutual relationship is built between you and HIM, you will come to know HIM better and better each day. You will then come to better discern between real love and real truth because you will have come to know the author of love and truth.

Don't be fooled by the artificial love and faddish truth expounded by this world's humanistic systems. Instead study the Word of God as revealed in the Bible and come to know HIM who is love and truth.
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We all argue over what is true. We also have different images of what is love. If the starting point of knowing either comes solely from human history or philosophy, then we may as well continue to argue and live in disarray. However, if our basis of truth and love is found solely in the God of Jesus Christ, then maybe there is hope for everyone.

Truth and love go together like peanut butter and jam, man and woman, and fish and water. When emphasized separately, one will lean in one direction or the other. Then typically, the outcome is like fish without water.

To do something out of love without concern with reality leads to disorder and eventually disharmony with the order of creation. To do something based on truth without love toward others is likewise throwing the baby out with the bath water. Only when truth and love are looked at together does one view reality through the eyes of the creator of reality: the Triune God.

When we accept Jesus Christ as Lord in our life, the joining of us with Him becomes a reality. He begins to transform our thoughts and thinking by shaping our worldview to be more like His. Throughout Scripture we come across examples of how Jesus dealt with a conflicting matter. To those who emphasized love, he raised the issue of truth. For those who challenged the truth, He questioned the motive of their heart. He would constantly then, and even now, view a situation from both perspectives.

What makes the real Christian walk so dynamic is HE lives within us via the Holy Spirit extending the same principles in our life today. HIS life is built on truth and love. HE extends the same to us and more so leads us to do the same with others. So, when we find ourselves leaning one way or the other, maybe we need to take a timeout and ask HIM to clarify the situation. Again, we may find ourselves pleasantly surprised by the truthful and loving answer. Unless of course we don't want to know HIS answer, but just continue living our rebellious way and always wondering in hindsight what if we took the high road and trusted HIM in the matter back then - what would be different now?

[image: ]

"Facts are facts and promises are promises'' is a line taken from a song I heard played on the radio. [5] The name of the singer is Steven Curtis Chapman, and the chorus keeps playing over and over again in my head.  When you combined the truth of God with a catchy tune, it becomes more easily digestible. It seems when the Word of God is attractively presented, certain truths are more often universally accepted. Likewise, those of us living a life of faith are more encouraged with His promises. For we know His promises are always universally sure, yet the timing is unpredictable. 

For example, the Bible is crystal clear that Jesus died for our sins opening the door for humanity's salvation.  The Bible is also clear on the resurrection of the dead.  Jesus arose from the dead and likewise we shall at His return.  But there are concepts that are not as clear in the Bible.  For example, is everyone that has never heard the gospel of Jesus lost for all eternity?  Or, when you die, does your soul immediately go to heaven or does your soul sleep until the resurrection?  There are Scriptures that support both concepts.  Does that mean we must agree with these beliefs if the Scriptures are not crystal clear on the subject?  I believe not.

It amazes me how the Scriptures were collectively written.  Certain concepts are so black and white that the majority of theologians agree with its meaning.  On the other hand, certain Scriptures are so unclear that there is a multiple of opinions from various theologians.  What does all this mean?  God could have easily produced a Book that would have been universally agreed by everyone.  But He didn't.  He deliberately allowed the Bible to be written where certain concepts would be argued until the end of the age.  What does this tell us?  Only that God knows Absolute Truth.  The rest of us are searching.  When we discover the truth, it is the truth as we perceive it based on our experience and understanding.  It may not be the Absolute truth, but it is the truth in our eyes at that moment in time.

The Scriptures in the Bible that are crystal clear so that most denominations agree with their meaning can be almost guaranteed to be the truth.  But is it the truth valuable enough to live and die for?  There is no compromise with absolute truth.  However, the other truths are something that we believe based on our experience, relationship, and understanding of God in our life while studying and living the Scriptures.  These little truths we approach with a more open mind.  Some people call these preferences.  Others call them non-essentials.  We have come to realize that some of our beliefs have changed over time based on the work of the Holy Spirit in our life.  We have no problem compromising on these little truths in our life knowing that they are not important for eternal salvation.  We believe if they were important, God would have made them crystal clear in the Bible.  As a disciple of His, we pray that God gives us the wisdom and insight to determine what and when we need to compromise and when we need to stand still and not waiver.  God knows what is True. Trust HIM!
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Yes, we all lie. We lie to others, and we lie to ourselves. But some lie from an evil intent.[6] Others lie from denial.[​7] Some lie from pride, and others fail to tell the truth for fear of losing out​.[8]

But God never lies.​[9] Satan on the other hand is the father of lies. [10]Both speak from their character. Those who deliberately live life intentionally spreading harmful lies will end up in the lake of fire.[​11] And even those who practice small lies, may have a tough time living under God’s favor.[​12]

God really gets upset with those who lie in HIS name.[​13] They speak from their own delusional minds yet give credit to HIM​.[14]So, when the lie never is fulfilled, God gets the short-end of the stick. Yes, the end result is always the same. A life, business, or nation built on lies will not profit from them and will not remain standing​.[15]

As a child, I learned that most people would rather believe lies than the truth. The lie was easier for them to digest whereas the truth was so uniquely rare people had a more difficult time accepting it. As one grows up, one slowly discovers the entire culture practices lies without acknowledging them as harmful. Yet lying, which I had to repent and learn the hard way, builds shaky relational structures which given enough time will collapse whatever TRUST was built between the parties. But aren’t our lies only to protect the pain from others?

We lie to be polite and unoffensive in our relationships.

We lie to avoid conflict rather than deal with an issue.

We lie to overcome the shortage of value in a product to a potential customer.

We lie to cover up our true feelings and intentions.

We lie about the tooth fairy, Santa Claus, and the Easter Bunny.

Yet these lies we accept as innocent and a natural part of community living. On the other hand, we have politicians who constantly lie to us about matters of the State.

We have advertisers lie to us about their product or service.

We have countries lie to one another under the guise of propaganda.

We have people who angrily lie on the witness stand so they may see the destruction of someone who they hold bitter resentment or hatred against.

We have people deliberately lying to each other to gain something from the other which they desire and can’t honestly disclose their true intentions.

Lying is a natural, human weakness we either accept and play along or we acknowledge its harm and intentionally develop coping mannerism to combat the problem.

Yes, I believe there is a time to lie. When the hostile army is looking for an enemy of the state and you are protecting that person’s life, your intention is to save a life which supersedes your white lie at the moment. Many non-Jewish people were placed in such a situation during WWII and stood up to the genocide.

But to intentionally lie and cover up the truth for personal gain is a motive which comes into discussion. Lying and using God’s name in the process of protecting non-life situations is something we all need to be careful when treading water.

As believers, Jesus instructed us “to be shrewd as snakes but as harmless as doves” in our adventures through life​.[16] We are to reflect the glory of God in our dealings with one another. Yet we also must realize we live in a fallen world were Satan and his army deliberately spread lies and encourages lies between people. We need to discern the truth from the lies and weigh the situation for our response.

In most cases, we will smile and accept the situation as non-threatening and be polite. In other times, we may speak up and question the matter more in depth to arrive at the truth of the matter. Either way, when we walk with the Spirit, built on the Word of God, we will follow HIS lead and accordingly respond with love and courage.

We have all lied. Only God knows the real cost or value of those lies. HE will judge us.

HE will discipline us when needed, and HE will encourage us when needed. But meanwhile, be careful with all the news, gossip, opinions, stories, and narratives you hear being told. Seek out the truth and don’t jump to conclusions until you have acquired as much evidence and facts to truly understand the matter. Until then, realize we live in a lying world, but God has given us the truth to live out life within HIS domain today. So always lean on HIM and let HIM lead you into all the truth.

Endnotes: 1.1 – 1.16 


1."I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen not only because I see it but because by it I see everything else.” C.S. Lewis essay entitled ‘Is Theology Poetry’?



2. Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life...  John 14:6



3. Personal Religion, Public Reality?: Towards a Knowledge of Faith, Dallas Willard, Hodder & Stoughton, 2009



4.“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you? Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you what he is like: he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood arose, the stream broke against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built.But the one who hears and does not do them is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the stream broke against it, immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great.”  Luke 6:46-49




5. Written by: Steven Curtis Chapman; Album: Heaven in the Real World; Released: 1994



6. Behold, the wicked man conceives evil and is pregnant with mischief and gives birth to lies. Psalm 7:14



7. Everyone utters lies to his neighbor; with flattering lips and a double heart they speak. Psalm 12:2  



8. No one enters suit justly; no one goes to law honestly; they rely on empty pleas, they speak lies, they conceive mischief and give birth to iniquity. Isaiah 59:4



9. ...which God, who never lies... Titus 1:2



10. You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. John 8:44



11. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” Revelations 21:8



12. No one who practices deceit shall dwell in my house; no one who utters lies shall continue before my eyes. Psalm 101:7



13. Behold, I am against those who prophesy lying dreams, declares the Lord, and who tell them and lead my people astray by their lies and their recklessness, when I did not send them or charge them. So, they do not profit this people at all, declares the Lord. Jeremiah 23:32



14. And the Lord said to me: “The prophets are prophesying lies in my name. I did not send them, nor did I command them or speak to them. They are prophesying to you a lying vision, worthless divination, and the deceit of their own minds. Jeremiah 14:14



15. O Lord, my strength and my stronghold, my refuge in the day of trouble,
to you shall the nations come from the ends of the earth and say: “Our fathers have inherited nothing but lies, worthless things in which there is no profit. Jeremiah 16:19


16. Matthew 10:16
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2.  Life Shared with God
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Life is God’s precious gift to you. HE made us so we may share life with HIM. This is HIS story. His production. HE is the director and casting agent. In most cases, HE allows us to choose which role to play. Most roles in our journey are simply screen tests preparing one for eternity’s voyage. Yet at the same time, HE wants you to partner with HIM as HE joins you in your roles sharing HIS life with you and others. At the end of the day, one of HIS major objectives is for us to learn how to best govern ourselves and others under the auspices of the Triune God’s family business – the Kingdom of God. 

Yes, life begins and ends with God. In between, you get to unwrap your life’s experiences as you make choices and act upon them. Good and bad. Pleasurable and painful. Joyous and sorrowful. From birth till death, you are given the opportunity to experience and share life with HIM. HE wants you to come to know HIM as HE watches you grow up unto maturity. 

A relationship with God is one of life’s greatest gifts. HE already is sharing HIS life with you. How much of a relationship though you want with HIM depends on you. 

As we grow in our knowledge of HIM, we begin to reflect HIM in our daily life. The closer we come to the truth, the surer we are of reality. The more we walk in reality, the greater our relationship with God becomes. For HE is the source of all reality. Everything was made by Him, for HIM, and through HIM. [1] HE is the embodiment of Truth and the Source of reality. 

Because of Jesus’ finished work, Father God now looks at humanity through the prism of Jesus. For Jesus fulfilled God’s promise made in the Garden of Eden. He lived a vicarious life for you and me. His teachings and life examples paved the way for us to follow HIM. He revealed Father God to us. He introduced us to the Holy Spirit. The Bible reveals Father-Son-Spirit as the Triune God. HE is our guide and secures our passage through all the obstacles thrown our way. You are now included in Christ clothed with HIS righteousness. [2]

When you build your life around the Triune God, your chaotic world finds love and order. You realize God’s character is intertwined in every fabric of life. From the fine tuning of the universe to allow life to exist on planet earth, to the beautiful form and function of the human body built around a genetic DNA code, all point to the hand of a Master Designer. 

Humans are made to reflect God’s image on earth. [3] When our central focus is aimed at anyone or anything else, our image becomes distorted. We begin to reflect the idol in our life rather than the Creator God. However, the more we worship and praise the Triune God, the more we begin to reflect HIS divine nature in our life. Worshipping anyone or anything else distorts reality. Without reality, one swings toward illusions. The end result is living life under lies, anxieties, and functional disorders. Keeping our focus on Jesus keeps us sane.  

HE inspired the number one selling book of all time. The Bible is a collection of books and letters written by people inspired by the Holy Spirit. Each book was written in a time and place revealing the lessons learned about God and humanity’s relationship with HIM. As one study’s each section, one walks away with a greater knowledge of who God IS and the challenge us humans have living in relationship with HIM. 

So, we state again, everything begins with God. If there is no God, then there is no standard truth. Without God, every observation is one person’s opinion. Preferences then become the agreeable answer. 

If there is no God, then there is also no standard moral code. Every behavior is then acceptable between people. No one is right nor wrong. Brute strength then usually becomes the final answer.  

If there is no God, then there is no final judgement. You then have a license to abuse, destroy, lie, and kill without accountability. As long as you can escape local authorities and exercise greater power over others, you can live out your life until death. Though the turmoil and anxiety you leave behind forces you to live trusting no one and living an isolated life. But that is the cost of living an anti-God life. In most cases, the godless vacuum is replaced with self-worship or a preferred idol. The result is acceptance of living in a darken, broken world without mutual love or hope.

But when one chooses to believe there is a God, a master designer, then life becomes the search of defining HIM. Who is HE? What does HE expect from me? Where can I find HIM? Is HE male or female? What is HE like? Is HE safe? Predictable? Dangerous? How do I find Him? Where is HE located?  Why did HE create everything? What is His purpose for me? 

The search for God and truth is our journey. Either one will lead you to the other. The God you choose to follow and serve though will define you. Your goals, your values, and your relationships will be a byproduct of the God you follow. 

So, the most important life decision you make is selecting the God you will follow, serve, and support. Will it be you? The Universe? Google? Allah? Triune God? Whomever you decide, your destiny awaits you. But choosing the Triune God will lead you into a deep relationship with your eternal Father. You will learn to enjoy sharing life with HIM. You will reflect HIM and HIS ways with others. You will support HIM among others. The seeds you cast along the way will also bear God’s fruit in the lives of others. This is the basis of your journey through time and space when you join HIM in HIS story. 

I chose the Triune God. Didn’t know HIM fifty plus years ago. All I knew is I needed a savior. I needed help to change my ways. I needed direction. Over the decades of living, HE introduced HIMSELF to me through others. In my twenties, I tried to live the Christian life on my own. In my thirties, I learned about the personal Jesus. In my forties I was introduced to the Holy Spirit. In my fifties, Papa God became more mind-expanding real. In my sixties, dancing with the Triune God became the norm. Now in my seventies, I am learning more about HIS Kingdom ways. Yes, life is a learning experience preparing one for eternity with Jesus. It all begins with surrendering one’s kingdom under the arms of God. A God we may not initially know, but eventually over time come to realize as Father-Son-Spirit.  

[image: ]

Your view of God determines the outcome of your life. Your decisions, plans, and behavior are based on your worldview which includes your opinion and belief of who God IS.

If you believe God does not exist, your life will be lived with relative morals, self-centered accountability, and an uncertain future without hope. 

If you believe God is a cosmic force that feeds you with energy, then you will have an impersonal relationship with an electrical-like switch that you turn on and off at your will.

If you believe God is a capitalistic entrepreneur, then you will work your hardest to transact your efforts for the greatest return.

If you believe God is a stern judge waiting for you to mess up and then punish you for your failures, you will be fearful to risk-taking chances in life.

If you believe God is a deist who created the world and then left everything behind for humanity to figure out, then you probably allow your self-reliance blind you from developing meaningful relationship with others including God for you will want to do everything yourself.

If you believe God is solely into justice, then you will focus so much on right and wrong that you will miss out on peace, mercy, and grace.

If you believe God is solely about love, then you will close your eyes to the destructive behavior of others within communities who ignore the reality of truth. 

God reveals Himself through the pages of the Bible and creation. When you come to understand God is Triune, Father-Son-Spirit, then you begin to see the logical carryover into all creation. 

The Bible is the means to the end, not the end of itself. Therefore, Scripture enhances your realization of who God IS. As you read the Bible, stop and ask yourself what does this Scripture tell you about God?

And as we come to better know Him, we also come to better know ourselves. Since we are created in His image, our talents, abilities, and makeup are pattern after Him. As we discover how He exercises these qualities, we emulate Him in small physical ways.

Jesus is our role model. He is our rabbi. We are his students. Learning who God IS begins with knowing Jesus. He reveals the Father and introduces us to the Holy Spirit.

Therefore, make Jesus your aim and central core in all your relationships and plans. You will be pleasantly surprised by the outcome of your life as you make Him the central focus of your life.
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Tell me your god and I will know more about you in the quickest amount of time. Whichever god you focus your attention on is a reflection of how you view life. Your beliefs, values, and practices are a byproduct of the god you entertain.

There are many gods in the world. They may be spirits, images, or even other people. They may be movements, religions or political affiliations. They probably represent something good in life. Faith, family, and country affiliation are some examples. Health, education, and career are some others. 

You worship what your heart desires and longs for. For life is a constant process of making decisions on who you are going to serve.  Whatever becomes the center core of your life is the god you eventually entertain.

If money is your god, your values and practices will reflect your actions. You will pursue your god without ever finding full inner satisfaction. If your god is family, again your values and practices will reflect your actions. Family is a good thing. But you will likewise still find that inner hole empty and unsatisfied over the long haul if they are your central means of worship.

The list is endless. There are many gods seeking your attention and allegiance. But there is only one who will truly satisfy the thirst of your inner soul. The God-Man Jesus Christ. HE is the Incarnate Triune God.

When you come to know HIM, you come to the place where you realize your story has always included HIM. But you ignorantly never realized HE was always there.

As you refocus your heart, mind, and will toward HIM, you come to the place of inner peace, love, and joy. You realize when HE is first in your life, everything else falls into its proper priority. HE is the culmination of all the other good gods. HIS ways and purpose put to shame all the evil gods.

When HE gave this commandment to Moses, HE did so for our sake. HE knew what a mess we would become by pursuing all the other gods in this world. But HE also knew when you and I abide in HIM, life is much better.

So, take a hard look at the gods you entertain and serve. Which one has been good for you? Which one has robbed you of your freedom? Which one has enslaved you? Which one steals most of your time away from being the person God has made you to be?

After your evaluation period, compare your god with Jesus Christ. Read the Gospel of John in the Bible for yourself. Discover more about HIM and how HE wants what is best for you. Set aside the rumors and gossips of ignorant folks. They most likely are people who never stopped to investigate the real Jesus. Instead, accept HIS invitation to engage HIM in your daily life. Make HIM the core of your life and watch what a difference HE makes.

Yes, keep HIM before all the others and HE will help you keep all the other gods in their place of priority. In fact, when HE is your central command center, all other gods are aligned and eventually bow down their presence in serving HIM. HE brings out the best in all of us. 
[image: ]

There was a game show back in the 1960s called “To Tell the Truth”. A panel of four known celebrities would try to identify by questioning which one of the three contestants the real person was. The other two imposters could lie, act, and do whatever to confuse the panelists but the real character had to always tell the truth.

In many ways our search for the real God is like that game show. Growing up we read or hear stories about God but struggle with identifying who the real One is. Over time, some of us may even become so delusional with Him, we quit trying and join the agnostic team. Yet through diligence and patience, we slowly discover more about the real God as we pursue Him. [4] 

For many of us there is a battle in our minds trying to figure out this God. Depending on our upbringing, most of us as adults will have to relearn and rethink and repent of our former image of God. When we are confronted with the Triune God – Father, Son, Spirit – compared to the lone ranger god, our minds typically explode from the excess thought patterns. Most of us have not exercised our minds to handle such an inflow of information.

But God has made it easy for us to recognize Him. You come to know Him not only through creation, but in the person of Jesus Christ.[​5] When we study the life of Jesus, accept His teachings, and follow Him, we come to know what He stated the evening prior to his death.[​6] You will experience life with the real God.

The same God that Jesus called Father is the same God you can come to know. The same Holy Spirit that Jesus called the Comforter, is the same Spirit you can come to know. And the same Jesus, who Father God stated He was well-pleased with, [7] is the same Jesus you can come to know.

Don’t settle for an illusion. Don’t take the words from others. But instead do your own homework. Seek out the one true Triune God who Jesus made known throughout His ministry. Your life will never be the same again.
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God’s Macro-Plan is in process. God wants a family.

His entire plan in this age from beginning to end is to birth and prepare a people for eternity. [8] Jesus’ entire mission on earth was a victorious battle to defeat HIS adversary and lay the foundation for the Church. The Church’s responsibility is now to teach, nourish, and prepare a people for the end game. The end game being the final merger of heaven and earth. [9] This is after Jesus returns to claim HIS throne for all to see. [10]

As HIS children, we will govern and serve within HIS eternal kingdom. [11]

Yes, God wants to share HIS life with you and me for all eternity. HE wants His children to be involved in the family business: the Kingdom of God. We have the opportunity to now practice His ways within our everyday world.

As we allow HIS Spirit to lead us, we are colonizing our home, business, and neighborhoods after His governmental principles.  We are being tested, [12] and disciplined as His children. [13] We are learning HIS ways. As a church body, we reach out to others. We teach Christ’s ways for others to learn and grow in relationship with Him. [14]

From Adam and Eve, to you and me, humanity’s story is God working out HIS macro plan. The Bible is a prophetical and historical account of the people and events HE orchestrated to fulfill HIS desire for a family. After a couple of disappointments with the human response, HE started with Abraham. From there the family tree began to grow into a tribe. The tribe eventually became a Jewish nation. Then Jesus fulfilled the prophecy given to Adam and Eve. HE restored man’s direct relationship with God and removed the religious rituals which foretold His purpose. The result was the merger of Gentiles and Jews into membership of one body, the church. [15]

The Church today is the hands and feet of Jesus. As we follow Jesus, you and I are now responsible to serve one another participating with HIM in HIS work preparing a people for eternity.

Yes, God’s plan from the beginning of time is to prepare for a family. Today we are in the womb of the Church. One day, there will be a universal birth as HIS children are given a new body and a new home with a new eternal start. [16]

This is why when you live out your life under God’s macro plan, your micro plans take on new meaning and purpose. You realize Father-Son-Spirit have bigger plans for you and I than we can ever imagine.  
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Are you missing out on what God has for you? (FOMO)

Most likely if we are not attuned to God’s purpose for life, our misplaced expectations may easily lead us into frustration and anger. Even though life is good because God is a living being who made it so, circumstances sometimes stink beyond measure. And if we answer the above question through the eyes of physical accomplishments, we will have missed God’s original intention for all of us.

God’s long-term goal is to prepare you for eternity with Jesus. You have been adopted into His family and His desire for you is to prepare you to rule and minister in the same manner Jesus Christ displayed while on earth. [17] He wants you ready for greater service in the family business: The Kingdom of God.

Satan’s big lie to Adam and Eve was to place doubt into their minds that God cannot be trusted. That God’s plan deliberately denies one from truly experiencing life’s good things. This is a lie that Satan still propagates throughout the world.

However, God’s grace is greater than Man’s distorted expectations. The Holy Spirit uses the stinking circumstances we often find ourselves encamped in and produces fruit through the ordeal. While creating a spiritual masterpiece within us, he likewise continually allows us a taste of heavenly riches to remind us that God is always with us.

God knows your needs and desires. He also knows your strengths and how to best display them in this world and next for His kingdom. He uniquely designed you for a purpose. Some if not most of the time, we have to lose everything we have and believe before we reach a place in life of real contentment. When we do, no matter what the circumstances, we will then experience Christ’s peace and joy.

Meanwhile, we are all on a journey of faith. Learning to trust God in the large and small decisions of life. Overtime, we will know that God has the best intentions in heart for you and me. Whether or not we experience our hearts desires in this world is no longer the issue. We know whatever we think we may miss out in this age, awaits us in the new age to come.

[image: ]

Whenever I hear someone ask what is the purpose of life, the empathy overtakes me. I’ve been there. Most of us somewhere in life have stopped to ask the same question. We either arrived to a satisfactory answer or not. If we did, and are in the twilight end of our life, we are either smiling or more depressed than before. If we haven’t found the answer yet, read on.

This question hit me as a seventeen-year-old. It was a surreal moment when my entire future life flashed before me. Born. Schooled. Married. Worked. Died. Is that all this life offers?

If so, we might as will quit now instead of exerting any more energy. The end result doesn’t justify the means. But if there is more to life than eat, sleep, and work, what is it?

It all begins with God. If there is no Creator, then life is a happen-chance. A random, thoughtless, process of pleasurable and painful moments. But if there is a God, then HE must have purpose behind HIS creation.

I chose to believe there is a God. In many ways I followed Blaise Pascal’s wager to accept the Christian faith. [18] My search led me to read the Bible. First like a fiction book. Then as a manual handbook. Lastly as a bibliography of God’s relationship with humanity through Jesus Christ. The entire Book is a history lesson of the spiritual world and humanity. You also find principles for successful living. But more importantly, you gain a glimpse of our Creator’s purpose. A future event when God will bring all things to a culmination. In some ways, it will be the largest graduation and marriage celebration of all time.

Here are a few more Scriptures which outlines God’s macro vision for you and me.

-—Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose, I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” [​19]

-—but he (Jesus) said to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” [​20]   
—- In him (Jesus) we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will.[​21]   
-—And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.[​22]   
-—To the one who conquers I (Jesus) will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’ [​23]

-—He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.’ [​24]

-—Behold, I (Jesus) stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. [25]

-—The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I (Jesus) will give authority over the nations, and he (you & I) will rule (shepherd) them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father.[​26]   

-—And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” [​27]  

-—So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. [ ​28]

Yes, life is a learning process preparing you for eternity as children of the Creator God. Jesus is our elder stepbrother who is preparing a place for you in the family business – The Kingdom of God. Each day your character, mind, and heart are being developed in Christ. All these activities of this life are preparing you for work under the new heaven and earth. This is why God cares for your soul. Your soul is the central command center you take with you when you crossover into the new age.

In some way, this life is like the embryo within the womb of a mother. As a baby grows fed through the umbilical cord, so is the child of God. As we abide in Christ, the Holy Spirit feeds us. One day the mother gives birth to a new life, so will it be when we are resurrected. Today, in the womb of the church, we are being fed, nourished, and protected. All until we reach Christlike maturity. [29] Then at death, we are birth into our eternal home. Held in the arms of Jesus until our resurrection into the new age.

This life with its tribulations, pain, and suffering is not where utopia exists. Instead, it is the training ground to prepare you and I for eternity. That is why failure is never permanent. It is the learning process of becoming more like Christ. God’s grace overshadows life’s misery. His mercies extend beyond time and space. When you walk and dance with the Triune God, you learn to appreciate the ups and downs of life. For you know the reason and HIS long-term purpose for you. Everything until then is only short-term pain for eternal glory.

Yes, God wants a family. HE wants to share HIS kingdom work with HIS children. HE also wants to include you. But HE doesn't want rebellious children. He wants children who desire to share life with HIM. Our life today is a way for HIM to separate those who want too from those who do not. It’s your call. You are already included. The only question is whether you are going to engage yourself with HIM or not.  

[image: ]

Someone once asked me if I was either a fan or follower of Jesus? My reply shook him. “I am inclusively neither. Yes once I was a fan and later a follower. But today I strive to walk in oneness with Father-Son-Spirit.

Jesus is still my hero and I am definitely one of his most favorite fans. But winning or losing when the times get hard does not make me switch allegiance like a fan. Fans are fickle. They cover their heads in brown bags when their team is losing. But they wear the latest clothing gear and can’t say enough positive things when they are winning. The same could be said about some people who are only fans of Jesus.

Jesus is still my rabbi. I look to HIM for guidance and wisdom in dealing with people and situations. He is my Savior, Lord and teacher. Not just for spiritual guidance, but in every area of life. But that relationship has grown over time. Like a student who has graduated and is now teaching others, we share similar interests. He remains more knowledgeable of the subjects than me. But we still tackle certain subjects together exchanging lessons learned through the process. But the relationship is now deeper than before.

Today there is more of a oneness between Jesus, Father-God, and Holy Spirit with myself. In every area of life, we now seek a mutual oneness. I am more and more trying to align and focus myself with the Triune God. For example, in negotiating transactions, I now seek to make all sides win. In relationships, how can I best support you and God and myself. In establishing priorities, how can I best rearrange schedules for all parties.

It is no longer simply about me. It is also not about you. But it involves you, me, and the Triune God. This oneness grows through surrender, sacrifice, and service for the sake of others. It is centered around God. This allows us to produce fruit in our life without sinful desires being resurrected. God knows what I need and others need. Now the goal is to learn how to align what God desires with others and the self.

Oneness is a nice place to be. You are in the center of God’s presence. You are in the center of HIS will. You are in the center of reality. A solid foundation from where to view the world and operate. Do I fail at times to capture the moment? Yep. Do I often misjudge what God is doing at the moment? Yep. But God’s grace is more than enough to keep me going.

Bottomline: Thank you Jesus for praying to allow us to be one with you and Papa God and Holy Spirit. Help us to always walk in oneness with you.
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The UNIVERSE shows the genius of God.

The BIBLE shows the wisdom of God.

GRACE shows the heart of God.

The INCARNATION shows the love of God.

The CROSS shows the way of God.

The RESURRECTION shows the power of God.

LIFE shows the glory of God.

God’s workmanship is all around you. If you cannot see, maybe you just don’t want too.

Endnotes: 2.1 – 2.29


1. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. Colossians 1:15-17 


2. “And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption,” 1 Corinthians 1:30


3. So, God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  Gen. 1:27


4. “Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.” James 4:8


5. “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.” Colossians 1:15


6. “In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” John 14:20-23


7. and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:17


8. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”- And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. Romans 8:15, 23


9. Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” Revelations 21:1-4



10. And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” Revelations 5:13



11. and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” Revelations 5:10


12. Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. Revelations 2:10


13.It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. Hebrews 12:7-11


14.For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” Matthew 18:20


15. This mystery is[a] that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Ephesians 3:6


16. So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It
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