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Introduction

	The biblical account of Jonah, namely that of a man being swallowed by a sea monster and living to tell about it, has been subject to much criticism and doubt. This devotional takes the view that the biblical account is both true and accurate. The Lord Jesus Christ used the adventure of Jonah to symbolize His own burial and subsequent resurrection. If Christ gave credence to this event, then that alone should dispel any doubts.

	This devotional covers the entire book of Jonah. The italicized dialogue that opens each chapter after the Scripture passage is pure fiction, written to help the reader better understand the individuals who experienced the events recorded in this short but powerful book of the Bible.

	Thank you for reading it.

	In Christ,

	Mary Jane Humes

	 


Author’s Note

	Many times in Scripture, and sometimes in my writing, the word “Lord” is used when referring to a particular passage of Scripture. This designation with all capital letters is not a typo, nor is it used to show importance. Many times the name of God, referred to as Lord, is the translation of Jehovah in the Old Testament.

	The reason for all capitals versus the capital “L” followed by lowercase letters is to differentiate the meanings between two different Hebrew words, both translated into the English language as “Lord." The word translated into the English language from the Hebrew is Lord, all capitals, denoting God’s personal name. The word “Lord” (as compared to Lord) is one of His titles. Psalm 8:1 “O Lord our Lord…” is an excellent example, showing the reader there are different meanings for the same word. The word “Lord” (Jehovah) is not a title of God, it is rather a name of God, specifically God’s personal name.

	When the Bible uses the name Lord, the writer is implying a closeness, a friendship, between God and the speaker. It is saying the mighty Creator God and the speaker are on a first-name basis. It is similar to calling your friend by her first name rather than the more formal but very accurate title of Mrs. Jones, for example. When you see the name of God as Lord —all capital letters, know God is showing us that He and the one using His name have a close, friendly, trusting relationship. Many Bible scholars, and I, too, believe the names of both Jehovah and Lord refer to the second Person of the Godhead, none other than the preincarnate Jesus Christ.

	 

	
Day 1

	Jonah’s Orders

	Daily Bible Reading: Jonah 1:1–2

	“Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.”

	Jonah Speaks: “I was sitting down one day, just thinking about things here in Israel, when the LORD spoke to me. I knew His voice, and I understood His message perfectly, but I could hardly believe what He said to me! God knows I hate those wicked Assyrians with a passion. I don’t care if God destroys them! In fact, I wish He would! I was afraid to sneak into the city, much less tell them God was angry with them. Not only would they not listen to me, but they would surely torture and kill me as soon as I opened my mouth. I know God is a God of mercy. He probably will not destroy Nineveh anyway, so I don’t know why He needs me to tell them that. I am an Israelite, a prophet to the Jewish people, so why did God get the idea to send me to these heathens?”

	Bible Study: The Hebrew meaning of the name Jonah is “dove,” a commonly used symbol of peace. Jonah’s father’s name was Amittai, which means “truth.” Jonah the “dove” was the son of “truth.” Although the book of Jonah is classified as one of the minor prophets, nowhere does this book identify Jonah as a prophet or a spokesperson for God. Nevertheless, God made sure Jonah got his proper honor. He identified him as “his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gath-hepher” (2 Kings 14:25, emphasis added). Interestingly, the cities of Gath-hepher and Nazareth were located in the same area—the land of Zebulun. Moses, in his blessing to the children of Israel before they entered the promised land, encouraged those who were to inhabit Zebulun to “rejoice in thy going out” (Deuteronomy 33:18). So both Jonah and Jesus “went out” from this general area. Many centuries later, the Lord Jesus Christ also referred to Jonah as a prophet (Matthew 12:39).

	God instructed Jonah to go to Nineveh, the chief city of the Assyrians (a major world power at that time), located in modern-day northern Iraq. According to historians, the perimeter of Nineveh was about 58 miles and had 1,500 towers. The Assyrians were a violent people who had taken their wealth by plundering other peoples. Although Nineveh is referred to in these verses as a “great city,” the focus of God’s interest was not their greatness as a city but their great wickedness.

	Life-Changing Application: The opening of the book of Jonah conveys an ancient concept that has not changed throughout the centuries: the bridge between sinful man and the love of their concerned, holy, and personal God.

	Every day we sin against God. We may excuse our sins or relabel them “faults,” “shortcomings,” “mistakes,” “oversights,” or any other socially acceptable name. But when we face God, then we will see our sins as He does; we will realize just how problematic they truly are. Our sin, no matter how great or small, is repulsive to a holy God. Thankfully, He offers an even greater solution. That same personal, loving God who cannot excuse sin still aches to bring us sin-dirtied humans close to Him. So today, He still offers His message of love to us through His Word.

	The words of God that we have today are far more complete than the message God gave to Jonah. We have the privilege of the completed Bible—with the whole revealed mind of God—to bridge the gap between us and Him. Since God gave us His Word, He expects us to use it, and He will also use it when He deals with us, not only in this present life but especially when we face Him in the next. The same Bible that God gave to us, He uses both now and in the future. When we stand before God after this physical life is over, He will judge our life—our actions, thoughts, and intentions—according to what He told us in His Word, the Bible.

	Our lives are like an open book test in which we are told to use the revealed written book to get the right answers. If we follow the instructions and search the textbook, we will score well on our test and even get rewarded after we complete it. When God gave us the test of life, He also gave us the instruction manual, which is His Word, the Holy Bible. Now it is our responsibility to study His textbook and to use His answers for the life He gave us to help us pass the test. The Bible will pave the way for us after this life is over. God was serious enough to provide us with His message—the information He wants us to know in order to score well with Him, both in this life and in the next. Now it is up to us to take seriously the message that is contained in His Word.

	The Lord Speaks

	Deuteronomy 18:19 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.
Psalm 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.
John 12:48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Revelation 18:5 For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.


	Prayer

	Dear heavenly Father, thank You for loving me so much, not only to give me life but to be so concerned about me. You also gave me an instruction manual. Thank You for desiring me to find favor with You. Now help me every day to look to You, to use Your Word as a guide for my daily life and activities. Help me desire Your Word that never grows old, which You use to teach me, to expose my sinfulness, to encourage me, and to help me grow closer in my relationship with You. Let me see Your Word in a fresh light and appreciate it more, even while I love both You and Your message in a greater way. In Christ’s name I ask this. Amen.

	
Day 2

	Off to Tarshish

	Bible Reading: Jonah 1:3

	“But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.”

	Jonah Speaks: “I’ve got to get out of here as fast and as far away as I can before the Lord nags me again to go to Nineveh. I figured I could go to the seaport at Joppa and hopefully find a ship to take me somewhere far away. Luckily, I found one that was about ready to set sail for Tarshish. The price was affordable, and I offered the captain extra if he would take me on board at this late notice. It takes about three months to get to Tarshish so I won’t be back in Israel for several years. By the time I get back home, I am sure that God will have found someone else to preach at Nineveh.”

	Bible Study: God told Jonah to arise and go, and Jonah did—but he went in the exact opposite direction of where the LORD told him to go! Jonah, being a prophet of the LORD, must have realized that he could not remove himself totally from God’s presence, but he certainly tried to distance himself from both the words and presence of God. Most Bible scholars believe that the ancient city of Tarshish was in the southern part of Spain. If so, the voyage from Joppa to Tarshish would have taken several months. Notice that Jonah had to pay up front for his boat ride. It is interesting to observe that there was no money mentioned when God initially told Jonah to go to Nineveh. Another observation is that the word “down” is used twice in this single verse. While Jonah had to go down, both geographically (to Joppa) and physically (into the ship), the repetition seems to indicate that the Holy Spirit wants us to realize that, spiritually, Jonah was on a downward spiral after he attempted to leave God’s presence.

	Life-Changing Application: Favorable circumstances are neither an accurate thermometer with which to measure the blessing of God nor a measuring stick with which to gauge whether we are in His perfect will. When we decide to sin against the Lord by willfully disobeying His commandments, our lives might seem to improve, at least for a time. And we might interpret this improvement as God’s blessing, even while we are willfully ignoring His direct commands from Scripture. A spiritual step down is easy to take. God may allow the devil to work in our deceitful hearts, to make sinning against God a pleasurable experience. Also, when no proverbial rocks fall on our head nor any thunderbolts strike us, then we may feel that our step down was an excellent decision after all. We may even feel closer to God at those times than while we were trying so hard to serve Him.

	While God may allow His people to sin against Him for a season, even perhaps for a long period of time, God will not—and cannot—be mocked. He will make sure that we reap what we sow; He will send retribution if we don’t repent. There is a price to pay for sin. Someone once wisely observed that sin is like an amusement park ride: the price is high, and the pleasurable ride is short. Our sins affect both our Christian walk in this life and our eternal rewards in heaven. Refusing to obey God will not bring us lasting peace or prosperity. All of us, when we appear before God, may attempt to justify our actions that went against His biblical commands.

	However, when we are actively trying to serve God, obeying Him, and doing what is right, our circumstances might not be very favorable. God has never promised that living in obedience to Him would be easy. Many men and women of God have endured terrible hardships while serving God. The apostle Paul, who may have served God more faithfully than any other person, did not have an easy time. He suffered many horrible trials in his service to God, some of which he recorded in 2 Corinthians 11:23–27. Just one of his many adverse experiences would likely make most of us say, “This cannot be God’s will!” and lead us to quit. Simply because things are going well in your life, however, does not mean that you are in God’s will. Likewise, if you are experiencing hardships in your life, that does not mean that you are out of His will. For example, the writer of Hebrews tells us that some of God’s people “escaped the sword”—God spared their lives—while others were “slain with the sword”—God allowed them to die (Hebrews 11:34, 37). God has made many wonderful promises to us, including to take care of us and to be with us, but He has never guaranteed us a comfortable “rose garden” life in this world.

	The LORD Speaks

	Job 9:4 He [God] is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: who hath hardened himself against him, and hath prospered?
Luke 12:47 And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.
2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
Galatians 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
James 1:22 Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.


	Prayer

	Dear heavenly Father, too often my will is bent on sin, which is my attempt to flee from Your presence. I want
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