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This book is dedicated to all branches of the Bose family settled in different parts of the world.
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This book presents the history of a Bengali family from Ulpur village in Faridpur in East Bengal, which is now part of Bangladesh. This is the story of our family, known as the Basu Roy Chowdhury family, or more simply the Bose family. 

Our ancestors had been granted land deeds from the Mughal emperor and became jagirdars in Ulpur in Faridpur district. Over time, our family established a large Zamindari Bari (landlord's estate), and this survived through the British era as well. During partition of India in 1947, most of the family being Bengali Hindus, lost their lands and fled west to India, although a few remained in Ulpur. A temple to Goddess Kali and other smaller temples still exist on the estate. 

This book is a collection of historical facts, family memories, and heritage information. We discuss the history of the Bose family and the surviving buildings in Ulpur. We also go through the settling of a branch of the Bose family in New Delhi and the institutions for Bengalis available in New Delhi.  

This book is a summary of our family and its history. We hope it will be a valuable resource for people interested in Indian family histories. 
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In preparing this book, we are very thankful to several resources available online and in research papers about the history of the Bose or Basu Roy Chowdhury family of Ulpur. 

Some of the sources consulted are as follows: 

	Ulpur Sammilani 21/1, Central Park, Flat B-2, Kolkata 700 032 Tel: 2425 4348. Website: http://www.ulpur.org/home/

	Empire's Last Casualty by Sabyasachi Ghosh Dastidar, Feb 2008. URL: http://empireslastcasualty.blogspot.com/2008/02/ulpur-gopalganj-faridpur-district.html by Sabyasachi Ghosh Dastidar

	Wikipedia articles on Ulpur and Bengali Kayasthas. URL: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulpur

	Offroad Bangladesh. Ulpur Zamindar Bari. URL:  http://offroadbangladesh.com/places/ulpur-zamindar-bari/

	Daily Asian Age, July 2017. The historical place at Gopalganj. URL: https://dailyasianage.com/news/70639/the-historical-place-at-gopalganj

	The Financial Express, Oct 13 2020. Ulpur Zamindar House in Gopalganj in shabby state. URL: https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/national/ulpur-zamindar-house-in-gopalganj-in-shabby-state-1602589494

	Google maps. Maps Data @ Google 2022
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The following timeline summarizes the key events in the history of the Basu Roy Chowdhury family of Ulpur, from their earliest recorded origins to the present day.

	Date / Period

	Event


	~11th century AD

	Dasarath Basu arrives in Bengal's Rarh region. His descendants become the founders of the Basu Roy Chowdhury lineage.


	~16th century

	Raghunandan Basu receives the Jagir/Zamindari of Ulpur (Shahpur) from Mughal Emperor Jahangir as a do hazari (2,000 horsemen) jagir.


	17th century

	Family adopts the title Thakur; later receives the Mughal title Chowdhury. Ulpur becomes the established central seat of the Shahpur Pargana.


	Early 1900s

	Zamindar Pritish Chandra Roy Chowdhury builds the main Ulpur Zamindari Bari complex on 200 acres of land. The estate at its height includes over 100 buildings.


	1905

	First Partition of Bengal by Lord Curzon divides Bengal into East and West. Reversed in 1911.


	1931

	Shahpur Pargana has a recorded population of 30,200 across 27 maujas, with Ulpur as the central seat of the Zamindari.


	1933

	Sarbari Roy Chowdhury, notable sculptor of the Basu Roy Chowdhury family, born in Ulpur.


	1947

	Second Partition of Bengal. Faridpur, including Ulpur, goes to East Pakistan. The Bose family, being Hindu Kayasthas, lose their ancestral lands and migrate to India. Most branches settle in Kolkata; one branch settles in Delhi.


	Late 1940s

	The Delhi branch of the Bose family settles first in Gandha Nala market near Mori Gate, then moves to Kashmere Gate in Old Delhi. Boys attend Bengali Boys Senior Secondary School.


	1950s–60s

	Lipika Bose, elder sister, works as an English lecturer commuting Delhi–Meerut to fund her brothers' education. The family lives as a joint family at Bedi Bhavan, Kashmere Gate.


	1954

	East Bengal Displaced Persons (EBDP) Association formed in Delhi to support partition refugees.


	1971

	Bangladesh Liberation War. East Pakistan becomes Bangladesh. Subrata Roy Chowdhury of the Ulpur family helps draft the proclamation of independence of Bangladesh.


	1984

	Greater Faridpur district split into five districts; Ulpur's area now part of Gopalganj district, Bangladesh.


	~1968–2000s

	Delhi branch of the Bose family obtains a plot in the new Bengali colony (later named Chittaranjan Park, or CR Park). Lipika Bose builds a three-storey house there from her own savings.


	2012

	Sarbari Roy Chowdhury, renowned sculptor and family member, passes away.


	2015

	Lipika Bose passes away, surrounded by her extended family, having ensured the stability and education of all three brothers and the wider family.


	2022

	One of the authors visits Ulpur Zomidar Bari in August 2022. A new museum complex dedicated to Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is built on the estate grounds. This book is published.
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In this chapter, we cover our motivation to research about the origins of our Bose family. 

1.1 Research from Spoken Memories

We always knew our origins were from Faridpur district in East Bengal, but did not have much more data. There were not many written records except a land deed that our grandfather brought when he escaped to India, and which helped him to get an equivalent piece of land in New Delhi thanks to the kindness of the Indian government at that time. 

Whenever we used to ask our elders, the elder aunt, Boro Pishi, used to say that we came from Ulpur village but did not remember much further details. Also, most of the elders who remembered have passed away. Therefore, our main source of information remains online sources, books, conversations with other people and visiting the ancestral places. 

1.2 Research from Internet

Searching the internet, we found some very helpful resources and information about Ulpur and our family, particularly on the Wikipedia page for Ulpur and on the ulpur.org website. Notably, the famous Indian novelist Amitav Ghosh, whose mother Anjali Basu Roy Chowdhury was from the same Ulpur family, also visited the Zamindar Bari in recent years, drawing wider attention to the site.

Despite these discoveries, documented information remains sparse. This inspired us to write this book and bring together the collected information in one place.

1.3 Personal Visit by the Author to Our Ancestral Home in Ulpur 

Another source of information is a personal visit by one of
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