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Chapter 1 The Idea Catches and Won’t Release

Alone in his tower, amid crumbling castle ruins in the countryside of Spain, Carlos was dreaming away in his bed. At first, he wasn’t sure where he was or what he was doing. Eventually, things became clearer and more details appeared. He dreamed he met Merlin. The very Merlin from King Arthur’s Court. The very wizard who was tricked by a young evil enchantress who had gotten him to tell her all of his secrets. Merlin was teaching the very same things to Carlos.

He didn’t want the dream to end. Carlos smiled in his sleep. When he woke up, he knew had to find Merlin. But how? And where would Merlin be now? Well, right where the evil enchantress had left him, of course. But where was that? Carlos didn’t know, but he was willing to check all the clues left behind to find Merlin.

Of course, Carlos knew about magic, spells, charms, and potions, but he wanted to know what Merlin had known and had passed on. That was something new and different for Carlos. He did know the recipe for the potion to revive Merlin, so that part wouldn’t be a problem. He knew it would take time to research and figure out the clues.

For one thing, the clues would be hard to find. Many people believed Merlin was a fictional character. That alone could complicate things. Plus, there were plenty of stories, but how accurate any of them were was anyone’s guess. He knew some of the clues would be in those stories, but writers tended to use symbolism, which could make it harder to decipher.

Carlos grabbed a notebook soon after getting out of bed and began to write down the potion to revive Merlin. Next, Carlos jotted down some ideas on where to find clues to Merlin’s location. He still remembered bits and pieces of King Arthur’s Court and the Knights of the Round Table. He had grown up with those stories. But he knew he would have to reread as many books as he could find.

He left the bedroom and climbed the spiral staircase to the library. There he found plenty of books on King Arthur’s Court and the Knights of the Round Table. He grabbed all the books he could find and set them down on the table. This research was going to take some time. But time was something Carlos had in ample supple.

The Valiant crew was waiting for Bonnie and Clyde to arrive.

“Captain, we are ready for takeoff any time now.”

“Very good. We just need Bonnie and Clyde on board.” He chuckled.

“Captain?”

“Oh, have you heard of the notorious couple, Bonnie and Clyde on Earth?”

“Oh!”

“Yes, I can’t help it.”

The crewman smiled.

“I take it, their quarters are ready for them?”

“Yes, sir. I just hope it’s big enough for the newlyweds.”

“I’m sure it’ll be fine.”

“Very well, sir.”

A chime was heard on the bridge. The crewman pressed a button on his panel.

“Captain, Bonnie and Clyde have just boarded the ship and we are escorting them to their quarters.”

“Excellent. Let us know once they are safe and secured.”

“Yes, sir.”

A few minutes later, the Valiant was lifting up in the air. Soon they were in space. The navigator plotted their course to their next destination. The captain wasn’t the only one who would randomly break out into laughter. The captain smiled when he realized he wasn’t the only one who knew about the notorious couple from Earth’s history. He just hoped this couple were more lawful than their historical counterparts.

Bonnie and Clyde were sitting in their room, holding hands. They kept smiling at each other. Both wanted to just go to bed for more passion, but knew they had to wait until the sign blinked off. They were finding that sign annoying, but it would go off once they reached a safe cruising speed in space.

The sign blinked out. They let go of each other’s hands and unstrapped themselves quickly. They stood up and wrapped their arms around each other. They kissed and the fire rose up in both of them. It didn’t take them long to undress each other. But they were far from done.

On board the Snowstorm, Captain Whitfield approached Violet. “Ms. Mineur, are you ready for the tour of the ship?”

“Aye, captain.”

“This way.”

Violet followed Captain Whitfield out of her quarters and looked all around her. She was fascinated by the ship. She looked forward to seeing Antoni again. But she knew he was currently working in the galley. The captain had already told her he would end the tour with the dinning room.

Violet was glowing. As they walked down corridors, lights which had been out for some time suddenly came on again. Captain Whitfield noticed and raised an eyebrow. He sent a request to check the lights. Maintenance soon arrived. They checked and then scratched their heads.

But that was just the beginning of the strange occurrences throughout the ship. Other crew members and travelers all said the same thing. The only thing that was consistent was that Violet was seen at the same time as the strange occurrences. There was nothing she could do. She was noticeable with her coloring and she had never learned to control her magic. At least that’s what she and her Uncle Clyde had called it. There really wasn’t a better word for what Violet could do. But she wanted to learn how to control it before she accidentally did anything terrible or harmful.

After the tour, Captain Whitfield escorted Violet to the dinning room. He let her sit at his table. Antoni waited on them. Violet smiled at Antoni and he smiled back. The other crew members noticed and smiled as well.

“Ms. Mineur, my maintenance staff is baffled by some strange occurrences which seem to happen whenever you’re around. I’ve gotten reports from other crew members and travelers about them. They all claim you’re around at the same time.”

“Uh, I don’t do it on purpose. It just happens.”

“Oh?” The captain raised his eyebrows.

“It’s been happening off and on since I was a child. I really don’t understand it.”

“I see. I noticed your records say you are half human and half water nymph.”

“That’s correct. My father was human and my mother was a water nymph.”

“Really?”

“Yeah, there are other water nymphs on Mars. I’ve met them.”

“Yes, we heard about your adventures with Mr. Winchester.”

“I’m surprised we’re still alive.”

“We were worried about him, especially when we heard he was dreaming about you.”

Violet blushed.

“It’s good to finally meet you.” He paused to drink some wine. “Do you have any plans once you get to Earth?”

“Oh, nothing definite. I just want to explore for some time to see what’s there.”

Captain Whitfield smiled. “That is probably fine. Will you write some more stories for your blog while you’re there?”

“Yes, of course. I’m sure I’ll have some kind of adventure.”

“With more vampires and were creatures again?”

“Oh, I don’t know about that, but I’m sure I’ll find out soon.”

Captain Whitfield smiled.


Chapter 2 The Clues

Carlos reread the books on King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table and took as many notes as possible. He never cared how long the research would take. He just knew he had to find Merlin. Then he discovered that at a certain point, Merlin had simply disappeared. Carlos found some clues as to what had happened.

First of all, was the legend of Vivienne and how she had defeated Merlin. Carlos noted the ring with the red stone had to be removed. That ring had a powerful charm on it which caused Merlin to fall instantly and hard for Vivienne. The ring had to be destroyed. There was no question of that. But how was a problem that Carlos wasn’t sure of. He knew lots of spells, but one that would break that charm was beyond him.

The next item was a potion to revive Merlin. That was already written down. All that was needed was to make sure all the ingredients were readily available once Merlin was found. It wouldn’t be hard since so many were dried herbs. Carlos decided he would get those items later.

Where was Merlin buried? Carlos thought from what he had read he would find Merlin trapped in a tree in the forest near to King Arthur’s Court. So, the trick was to find the forest and go from there. King Arthur’s Court wouldn’t be too difficult to find because it was still in existence. No
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