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I am finding that life truly is a journey and faith in God is the path by which we navigate the wilderness of the world.  

In addition to the wonderful “traveling companions” that I have been given through the fellowship of my church and in my community, there have been some very important people (such as my grandparents) in my life who have taught me with word and example how to live in the kingdom of God while still here on earth.  

Not least among those who have taught me are my wife and children.  I certainly hope that my life is a catalyst for God's will for their lives as I strive to let them see glimpses of God through me, but I have to admit that they themselves are often my teachers, used by the Lord's Holy Spirit to show me what it truly means to be beloved by God, a blessed child of the King.  

“Home”, it turns out, is not a destination, but a blessed contentedness in the immediate presence of God.  Because we have been created for Him, we cannot be whole without Him, nor will we ever find a place of rest apart from Him.  

It is my heart's desire that, as you read these short vignettes, you will be encouraged and amazed by how great and wonderful is our God, how deep and perfect is His grace, and how sufficient is Jesus for the time in which we live.  

Please... read and enjoy God's goodness; let Him draw you by His Holy Spirit into the wonderful realm of daily experiencing His grace.
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Chapter 1

No Place Like Home


[image: ]


Click!  Click!  Click!  “There’s no place like home!  There’s no place like home!  There’s no place like....”  Oh, wait a minute.  I AM home!  At least I’m in my earthly home with my family.  Truth be told, there HAVE been a few occasions in my life in which I would have traded a pinky finger for a pair of ruby slippers to teleport me home again.

A few years ago, I was in a conference center outside of Santa Fe in New Mexico.  While there, I got a call from my wife that one of my children was being sent to a hematology specialist in Columbus, Ohio, for urgent tests and possible treatment.  I finished my teaching session, grabbed my bags, and jumped aboard a bus to the Albuquerque airport and attempted to arrange a flight.  As far as an earthly home goes, my place is with my family.  While I have on occasion found myself led by the Lord to be on the road (or in the air, as the case may be), my first commitment to God is to be the husband and father He’d have me be.

No matter my explanation about my son’s emergency and my appeal to be allowed to go ahead and fly home, I failed to find an available flight.  I was stymied and sat down feeling very frustrated and vexed.  I began to fiercely pray that God would open a seat on the next available plane.  Only a few moments had passed when the airline representative called me back to the counter and told me that a seat looked like it was going to be opening up.  I quickly thanked God, gladly seized the opportunity (even though they charged me a penalty for changing my ticket), and gladly boarded the plane to fly home.  I flew back to Columbus, got my car, and then met my family at the hospital where we faced some difficult days together.

When I am traveling, no matter the reason for the trip or how busy I am, I long to be where I feel that I truly belong... with my family.  There are occasions when getting home has been difficult such as the abovementioned trip.  On another trip, I was returning from overseas and then ended up missing my connecting flight from Detroit to Columbus due to long lines in customs.  I learned then that it isn’t necessarily a good idea to get too chummy with customs officials:  they wonder if you’re trying to pull a fast one on them.  “Yes, sir, it’s good to talk with you, too.  And could you step over here with these officials?  They’d like to search your luggage and you, too, while they’re at it.  Thank you!  Have a nice day!”

But no matter how difficult it might be in getting back home, getting home is always a sweet and joyful experience.  Seeing my loved ones’ faces and being where I really belong is always the welcomed reward for persevering in my efforts to get home.

But, of course, I’ve only spoken of my earthly home so far.  I’m on a trip spiritually, too, to get home.  My Father in heaven, the God Who has forgiven my sin and made a new creature of me, has booked my trip home and I’m on my way there now.  Perhaps you feel such a sentiment is a morbid one, but I’m not talking about death... I’m talking about life... life forever with the One Who gave His own life for me on a cross.

Just as my earthly trips home have sometimes been difficult and/or disheartening, our trip to our eternal home as we live out this life on earth can also be marked with moments of pain, disappointment, loss, and care.  But so much more worth the time and effort than even a return trip from a far-away country is the journey on which we’ve embarked when we’ve placed our faith in Jesus Christ.

And we can’t really think such trials and tribulations are unusual circumstances for we who are Pilgrims in this walk of life.  Others who have placed their faith in God’s salvation have already gone before us, blazing a trail across the wilderness of history with lives of trusting obedience to God’s love and perfect will.  Hebrews chapter 11 describes some of these others who know well the path that we now tread:  Abel, Enoch, Noah, and Abraham for starters.

“These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.  If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return.  But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.  Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared for them a city” (Hebrews 11:13-16 ESV).

Do you long for a better country than a world of disappointment and fruitlessness can offer?  Are you hungering for something more than can be found in the meager promises a material life can provide?  Is the temporary nature of this world’s “success stories” ring hollow in your spiritual ears?  If so, then take heart.  There is a better place in store for you if you’ll trust Christ and there’s a hope that doesn’t pass away even when the world around you seems to be collapsing in upon itself when you’ve placed your faith only in Him.

“... What more shall I say?  For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets – who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.  Women received back their dead by resurrection.  Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life.  Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment.  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated – of whom the world was not worthy – wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.  And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect” (Hebrews 11:32-40 ESV).

Here’s hope, O weary one... Jesus died for you so that you may also have an everlasting home with Him.  It’s time to turn your heart towards home.
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Chapter 2

Authentic Connection
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I recall an occasion in which my oldest son and I were reflecting together on one’s relationship with God.  The question arose, “How is our relationship with God similar to that of someone else?”

We began to compile together a list of similarities and differences.  We actually didn’t get very far for the fact of our discussing each point but I thought I’d share with you some of what we discovered.

First, reminded as we are of how the Lord instructed us to pray in Matthew 6:9-13 (see also Luke 11:24), we see that the relationship that you and I can have with God is a real one with a real Person (“Our Father...”).  The God of the Bible, revealed as He is through His Word, is not an imaginary friend, nor is He merely an idea or concept that we use to explain the unexplainable.  He is real.  He feels.  He thinks.  He acts.  Not only that but He also loves.  He grieves.  And He even hates.

Hates?  Yes.  He hates.  It isn’t people that He hates though (see Zechariah 8:17).  It’s what sin has done that He hates.  He hates its effect, the devastation of lives and hopes and dreams; and He hates its source which is pride and selfishness.  He hates to see one human being’s sin hurt or hinder another.  

Sin’s marring effect upon the countenance of humanity is a slur on God Himself because we have been created in His image.  Furthermore, as we have become estranged from Him because of it, how could He not hate it?  He grieves over its presence in His creation and the aching sorrows that it produces in the human sphere. But again, He also loves.  And unlike us, He loves perfectly, demonstrating once and for all the immensity of that love in spending Himself on the cross on our behalf.

Yes, God is real.  He’s more real, in fact, then anyone or anything else that we’ll ever meet.  Flesh and bone and blood, wind and rock and wave, even sun and moon and star, will all be gone one day, but God Himself always was and always will be (Revelation 1:8).

It is also similar to other relationships we have in that it relies upon communication for growth and fulfillment.  No relationship can be said to be meaningful if there is no connection consistently and frequently maintained between those in the relationship (parent with child, husband with wife, friend with friend).  If there is no “relating” to each other, how can there be a “relationship?”  Therefore, our heavenly Father has given us His Word and the venue of prayer to hear from Him and to reach out to Him.

In His Word, He speaks to you individually (as well as corporately).  Through His Word, He speaks to your life, your needs, your dreams, and your future.  In His Word, He reveals Himself to eyes that desire to see Him and hearts that yearn to receive Him.  “...Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you.  You will seek me and find me.  When you seek me with all your heart, I will be found by you” (from Jeremiah 29:12-14a ESV).  

Through prayer, He has enabled the human spirit to fly to the throne of heaven and enter His presence.  “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16 ESV).

And there is to be fruit to be had from our relationship with God.  In human relationships, we desire many things of course:  companionship, some degree of emotional intimacy (or closeness) as we seek to “connect” with others, and perhaps other things like the accomplishments that two or more may achieve when they bring together their talents  and resources.

In a much larger and more perfect way this is also true of our relationship with God when we approach Him through faith in Jesus Christ:  “You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to Myself” (from Exodus 19:4).  And one of the amazing things about our relationship with God is that it both achieves the most profound and eternal of intimacies as it brings us near to the heart of the Father, but also accomplishes the work of the Father in His mission to bring His errant creation under His dominion of grace.

So when we pray as Jesus taught us, “...Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven...”, we can know that we are simply asking, as God gives “us this day our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11), that the overflow of His activity in our lives will also effect His purposes around us and accomplish for others what it has accomplished for us.

As my son and I discovered, our relationship with God is just like that of anyone else... except it is bigger and more beautiful, for the Person with Whom we have this relationship is infinitely beautiful and wise and loving.  In our discussing it, we had to admit that it is the one relationship that we wish above all others to nurture and enjoy.  And as we do so, we will find that all other relationships will be enriched and blessed because of it.

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.  Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent?  If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father Who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!” (Matthew 7:7-11 ESV).
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