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PENGUIN BOOKS

THE VANQUISHED

‘The Vanquished asks why, years after the armistice was supposed to have ended it all, the sweep of central Europe and beyond remained in the grip of compulsive violence. As demobbed soldiers and empires collapsed, Robert Gerwarth argues, the seeds of the Holocaust were sown . . . illuminating quotations and stories that pull together a complex narrative about the uneasy peace of the late Twenties and shine a piercing light into darkened corners of history’ 

Sinclair McKay, Daily Telegraph

‘Masterly … through the appalling inter-communal violence, paramilitary adventurism, mass expulsions and the redrawing of borders, Gerwarth brilliantly charts the emergence of new kinds of nationalism, with results that echo forward to the Second World War and beyond’ 

Roy Foster, The Times Literary Supplement, Books of the Year

‘Highlights the fact that, in much of Europe, November 1918 brought no peace … Gerwarth contends that it was not primarily the First World War but, rather, the revolutionary years of 1917–23 that set Europe on the road to the mid-20th century’s horrors … This is an important and compelling book with a fascinating and chilling narrative’ 

Alexander Watson, BBC History Magazine

‘For many of the Great War’s defeated nations and peoples, as Robert Gerwarth shows brilliantly in The Vanquished, the full course of strife and bloodshed ended only in late 1923 … As Gerwarth’s path-breaking study shows, beneath the surface of seeming peace may lie profound divisions that augur strife more than stability’ 

Brendan Simms, Wall Street Journal

‘One mark of a good history book is that it allows the reader to see familiar events from a new perspective. In this respect, The Vanquished is an exceptional history book’ 

Andrew Lynch, Sunday Post Business Magazine

‘Shines a light on what is, from a western European point of view, a somewhat obscure and relatively short period of time … from the layman’s vantage point, it is so well written that it reads like a novel. Tragically, for the people killed, wounded and forced to flee from their homes, it is not’ 

Frank MacGabhann, Irish Independent

‘Among other fine global histories of fraught 20th-century moments, I enjoyed Robert Gerwath’s The Vanquished. It explores the toxic legacy of the conflict in the early 1920s, its narrative sweeping from the newly emerged Baltic States to the ruins of the Ottoman Empire’ 

Dominic Sandbrook, BBC History Magazine, Books of the Year

‘At the heart of Robert Gerwarth’s book is the argument that, in the years following the First World War, a culture overtook Europe, “a new logic of violence”, which was more influential in fostering the rise of fascism than had been the global conflict … performs a valuable service by chronicling the postwar turmoil of Europe … This narrative of continent-wide chaos makes it easier to understand why order came to seem a supremely desirable objective in 1930s Europe, trumping freedom … it helps us understand why few wars reach tidy conclusions: once a society has suspended its instinctive, social and legal prejudice against killing, it often proves hard to restore’ 

Max Hastings, Sunday Times

‘A mixture of fast-paced narrative and fluent analysis of the turmoil that unfolded in the lands of the four shattered empires, as well as Greece and Italy, either side of the November 1918 armistice on the western front. Gerwarth demonstrates with an impressive concentration of detail that in central, eastern and south-eastern Europe the carnage of the first world war by no means came to an end, as it did for the British and French, in late 1918’ 

Tony Barber, Financial Times

‘Gerwarth has synthesized an enormous range of primary and secondary sources in half a dozen languages. Combining a big-picture overview with close-up detail -we hear the voices of soldiers, politicians, civilians - Gerwarth has written a vivid if disturbing account of a crucial period in twentieth century history’ 

Matthew Price, National
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