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			Introduction

			It was 2:00 A.M., pitch-dark with a sky full of stars, as we began our hike up the barren mountain. At 7,700 feet, it was not the highest mountain I’d ever climbed. But climbing it in the dark, with no light except the occasional flashlight from a passing guide, was an interesting challenge.

			Hundreds of people make this hike to the summit in the darkness every day. They come from all over the world: Christians, Muslims, Jews, and people of other faiths or no faith. They come to what feels like the end of the earth, or perhaps its beginning. They come to hike three hours up the holiest mountain on earth, walking in the dark so they can watch the sun rise from the place where God met Moses and spoke to him the “ten words,” as they were originally known—what we know as the Ten Commandments.

			How do we know this was the mountain? We don’t. Scholars have suggested other locations. But from at least the third century A.D., and perhaps long before, people of faith have come to this mountain believing it was the biblical Mount Sinai, Mount Horeb, or simply “The Mountain of God.”

			
			As I ascended the mountain in the darkness, I imagined the eighty-year-old Moses making this journey, not once but at least five times. After God delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, Moses led them to this place, for it was here that he had first heard God calling to him from a burning bush, instructing him to lead his people to freedom. Reluctantly, Moses followed God’s command, and God used him to liberate the Israelite slaves in dramatic fashion. Three months later, they made camp at the base of Mount Sinai, and Moses was called to meet the Lord on the mountain.

			During one of these encounters, shortly after the Israelites arrived at Sinai, God said to Moses:

			
				I’m about to come to you in a thick cloud in order that the people will hear me talking with you so that they will always trust you….Go to the people and take today and tomorrow to make them holy. Have them wash their clothes. Be ready for the third day, because on the third day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai for all the people to see. (Exodus 19:9–11)

			

			The writer of Exodus continues:

			
				When morning dawned on the third day, there was thunder, lightning, and a thick cloud on the mountain, and a very loud blast of a horn. All the people in the camp shook with fear….The LORD came down on Mount Sinai to the top of the mountain. The LORD called Moses to come up to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. (Exodus 19:16–20)

			

			
			After telling Moses that the Israelites shouldn’t come near the mountain, God sent Moses down again, this time to fetch his older brother Aaron. Two hours down, three hours back up. Finally, with Moses on the mountaintop, Aaron waiting somewhere nearby, and the children of Israel listening below, Exodus tells us, “God spoke all these words”:

			
				I am the LORD your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

				You must have no other gods before me.

				Do not make an idol for yourself—no form whatsoever—of anything in the sky above or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth. Do not bow down to them or worship them, because I, the LORD your God, am a passionate God. I punish children for their parents’ sins even to the third and fourth generations of those who hate me. But I am loyal and gracious to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.

				Do not use the LORD your God’s name as if it were of no significance; the Lord won’t forgive anyone who uses his name that way.

				Remember the Sabbath day and treat it as holy. Six days you may work and do all your tasks, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. Do not do any work on it—not you, your sons or daughters, your male or female servants, your animals, or the immigrant who is living with you. Because the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and everything that is in them in six days, but rested on the seventh day. That is why the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

				
				Honor your father and your mother so that your life will be long on the fertile land that the LORD your God is giving you.

				Do not kill.

				Do not commit adultery.

				Do not steal.

				Do not testify falsely against your neighbor.

				Do not desire and try to take your neighbor’s house. Do not desire and try to take your neighbor’s wife, male or female servant, ox, donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor. (Exodus 20:1–17)

			

			Within these twenty-one verses, there are 311 words, at least in the Common English Bible’s translation above. There is some debate as to how these words should be divided; in other words, what exactly constitutes the Ten Commandments. Jews number them one way, Catholics and Lutherans another, and most Protestants have yet a third way of counting them. In this book, we’ll use the division of the commandments used by the Eastern Orthodox Church and most Protestants, focused primarily on the Exodus version.

			Note that Exodus calls them “words”—not “commandments.” The account also says that they weren’t written on stone tablets at first but instead spoken by God from the mountain to his people in the valley below. Only after they were spoken did God write them on stone tablets for Moses to take to the people.

			
			The first four “words” address how the people of Israel, and later all who looked to the commandments for truth, were to live in right relationship with God; how they were to honor, and to avoid dishonoring, God. The remaining six “words” speak to how human beings are to live in right relationship with their parents, with their families, and with their neighbors.

			Exodus 32 tells us that the ten words were inscribed onto two stone tablets. It is customary to imagine that the first four commandments, related to honoring God, were on the first tablet. The next six, involving how we relate to our neighbor, were on the second.

			Regardless of how one numbers them or which account you are reading from—Exodus or Deuteronomy—my intent in this book is to show that the Ten Commandments are so much more than a relic from history or an ancient set of dos and don’ts. When you look at each of the “words,” the principles that lay behind them, and the way Jesus spoke to them and lived them, you’ll find that they are far more relevant to your life than you imagined. Far from being burdens meant to rob us of our joy, they are words of life: guideposts and guardrails aimed at helping us experience the goodness and beauty that God intended.

			
				
				Onerous Rules or Guideposts for a Joy-Filled Life?

				Richard Dawkins, perhaps the world’s best-known atheist, addressed the Ten Commandments in an opinion piece for The Guardian: “Do you advocate the Ten Commandments as a guide to the good life? Then I can only presume that you don’t know the Ten Commandments.”1 They were made for a different time and place, he argued. A time when people followed tribal gods, and when those who broke the Sabbath were punished by being stoned to death.

				Dawkins has often, and sometimes rightly, criticized elements of the biblical stories and commands, something I’ve done as well in my book Making Sense of the Bible.2 But in the process of rightly critiquing elements of the biblical narrative, he throws the proverbial baby out with the bathwater. I will hope to make the case in this book that, despite the passages that I would join Dawkins in critiquing, the Ten Commandments, rightly understood, do in fact offer us a guide to the good life.

				Sadly, most of the public conversation about the Ten Commandments in recent years has centered on court battles concerning their display in schools, courtrooms, or other government buildings. Often these battles are fought between secularists, who see the posting of the commandments as an endorsement of religion, and certain groups of Christians who believe their removal is another attack on their faith.

				The Ten Commandments deserve a place in displays of historic and influential legal codes, like the bas-reliefs at the U.S. Supreme Court, where they are displayed alongside other legal codes from history. But when the Ten Commandments are depicted on their own in government buildings, it is appropriate to ask the purpose of the display. The first four commandments endorse a very particular religion or religions (Judaism and Christianity and, some would argue, Islam, whose Koran mentions the Ten Commandments in passing). They forbid the worship of other gods, misusing the name of Israel’s God, and working on the day set apart for rest. It is easy to see why many nonbelievers have taken issue with displays of the Ten Commandments, believing that they endorse a particular religion that millions of people may or may not share.

				
				While some Christians have fought to have the Ten Commandments displayed in such places, many churches seldom teach the Ten Commandments anymore. There was a time when nearly every child who grew up in a Christian home memorized the Ten Commandments. Children were taught the commandments both at home and in church. For generations, they were recited, usually liturgically, in the services of Anglicans and early Methodists. Yet today you would be hard-pressed to find a Christian or a Jew, aside from rabbis and pastors, who can recite all ten commands—much less place them in the proper order.

				It is not the public display of the Ten Commandments that seems important to God. They were, after all, originally placed inside the Ark of the Covenant, not on public display. No, what I believe God longs for is that these commandments be inscribed on our hearts, understood with our minds, and lived in our daily lives. This is what God said through Jeremiah the prophet: “The time is coming, declares the LORD, when…I will put my Instructions within them and engrave them on their hearts” (Jeremiah 31:31,33b).

				In the Second Temple period of Judaism (from 516 B.C. to A.D. 70), it is believed that the Ten Commandments were recited daily in the temple. Every Jewish child would have memorized these commands. In the Gospels, we see that Jesus referred to and practiced the Ten Commandments throughout his ministry. The early church was familiar with the commands, and the apostle Paul referred to most of them throughout his epistles. Across history, the leaders of the church found in these commands the foundations of Christian ethics. They saw that every “thou shalt not” pointed to a life-giving “thou shalt,” given by a God who loved them and cared for their well-being. Something important is lost when we forget, or never learn, these essential words God gave us for navigating life.

				
				In this book, we will look at each of the commandments, the history behind them, the way Jesus spoke to them and lived them, and ultimately, how they speak to our lives today. As you read, I’d encourage you to memorize each of the Ten Commandments. You might find it helpful to write them down on a piece of paper or print them from your computer (we’re using the Common English Bible throughout this book, unless otherwise noted), tape the list to your bathroom mirror, and say them aloud after you brush your teeth each morning and night. More than memorizing the commandments, however, I’d like you to pray them and seek to live them. In this way, I believe you will find that God’s words in these passages serve as an anchor amid the waves of life and our ever-shifting moral seas.

				Around 6:00 A.M., as we reached that summit in the desert, the sun finally pushed above the clouds on the eastern horizon, rising above the distant peaks and lighting up the mountains all around us. It was majestic. I sat down beside the small chapel of the Holy Trinity, built from the ruins of a much earlier church, and I prayed once more:

				
				Lord, help me not only to know your commandments but to live them. Help me to have no other gods before you; help me, that I might not worship anything but you. Help me to hallow your name and not profane it. May I be still, listen, and rest with you on the Sabbath. Make me a blessing to my parents. Help me not to hate or hurt others. Help me to be faithful to my wife in my thoughts, words, and deeds. Help me not to take what isn’t mine or to speak falsely of others, and teach me to be content with what I have. In other words, O Lord, help me to love you with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love my neighbor as I love myself. As you inscribed the commands on stone tablets, I pray that you might inscribe your commands on my heart.

				

				After hours of climbing up the mountain—more than twenty thousand steps, according to my watch—it was time to descend back to the valley where the Israelites were said to have waited for Moses. With my knees and ankles weak, my muscles exhausted, the danger of falling was greater going down than going up. As I descended, I imagined eighty-year-old Moses, carefully clutching the tablets containing those words of life.
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			I

			 

			At the Center of It All

			
				Then God spoke all these words:

				I am the LORD your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You must have no other gods before me.

				—Exodus 20:1–3

			

			When I told my wife that I felt compelled to write a book on the Ten Commandments, she gave me a quizzical look and said, “Really, why?”

			I was puzzled by the question, so she continued. “I know the Ten Commandments are important. I believe them and try to live them. But I wonder how relevant they are to most people. Most of us don’t plan to murder or steal. And who is tempted to worship other gods these days?”

			Now it was my turn to raise an eyebrow.

			“Okay,” she said, “I know—we all struggle with our own false gods. But you know what I mean.”

			Her response was understandable. At first glance, the commandments do seem written for a different age (“Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Do not make for yourselves idols”) or so basic that we hardly need reminding (“Thou shalt not murder”). But if you dig in a little, understand their historical context, and listen to how Jesus and the apostles interpreted them, you’ll find these ancient words speak in profound ways to our lives today. Jesus, in particular, looked behind the rules to the condition of the heart each commandment sought to address. Murder wasn’t just the act of killing, he taught. It was resentment and bitterness and hate and the words that spring from them. It wasn’t just the act of adultery but desire and the myriad ways sexuality can be misused. We’re no longer tempted to worship the gods of the Egyptians and Canaanites, but we still struggle with misplaced devotion and making our pride or career or wealth the god we worship and serve.

			
			But Jesus did more than look at the deeper issues. He had a way of turning the commandments on their head. As I noted in the introduction, for each thou-shalt-not there is an implied and important life-giving thou-shalt. In other words, rightly understood, the commandments don’t merely tell us what not to do. They point us, positively, toward how we’re meant to live our lives—toward God’s will for us in the midst of our deepest struggles. Nowhere is this truer than with the first command, I am the LORD your God.

			
				
				Essential Religion and Ethics for a New Nation

				Before we explore the first and most important of the commandments, I’d like to remind you of the context of the Ten Commandments in the biblical story.

				It was a famine that led Israel and his children and grandchildren to travel to Egypt in search of food. Beginning around 1800 B.C., they and tens of thousands of other Semitic people migrated to Egypt’s lush Nile delta, a region of some five million acres of fertile land. These populations eventually formed a nation within a nation, of which Israel’s descendants were one small part.

				Later, another wave of immigrants entered the area, a people the Egyptians called the Hyksos (the word meant, in essence, “foreign rulers,” though it was used at times with the sense of “shepherd kings”). Also of Semitic origin, they went on to wrest control of the Nile delta, and then much of the rest of Egypt, from Egypt’s ruling dynasty. These foreign invaders ruled over much of Egypt until about 1550 B.C., when they were expelled by several succeeding pharaohs marching with their armies from Thebes. Many of the foreigners who remained in Egypt, including the Israelites, were made slaves of the Egyptians.1

				The Israelites spent generations enslaved and oppressed in Egypt. Among other things, their labor was used to form the mud and straw bricks that went into the massive building projects of the New Kingdom pharaohs. The Israelites did not build the pyramids—these predate the Israelites by many hundreds of years. But from approximately 1550 B.C. to perhaps as late as 1279 B.C., the Israelites were forced to make tens of millions of bricks, which were used to build Egypt’s temples, cities, and walls. You’ll find them at most ancient archaeological sites from the period, including the magnificent Luxor Temple.

				
				Exodus records that even under oppression, the Israelite population multiplied. It got to the point where the Egyptian pharaoh feared that these foreigners, like the Hyksos before them, might one day pose a threat. So he escalated their oppression. Slaves were made to work harder, keeping the Israelite people under the foot of the powerful Egyptians. Boys born to Israelite women were ordered to be drowned. All of which leads to the story of Moses, found in the opening chapters of the book of Exodus.

				When Moses is born, his mother, Jochebed, devises a plan to save him from Pharaoh’s decree. It appears she knows of one of Pharaoh’s daughters and believes her to be compassionate. Jochebed carefully prepares a basket that can float, then lays her son inside, and places it along the banks of the Nile at the very spot where Pharaoh’s daughter comes to bathe. When Pharaoh’s daughter finds the baby floating toward her, she takes the child home and adopts him as her own. Raised in Pharaoh’s household, Moses would have been educated like a prince, learning Egyptian religion, law, and philosophy.

				At the age of forty, Moses goes to observe the Israelite slaves, apparently aware that he was born an Israelite. When he sees their mistreatment at the hands of a particular slave driver, his anger wells up, and he ends up killing the taskmaster. When the act is discovered, Moses is forced to flee to the Sinai. He spends forty years there, no longer a prince in Egypt but now a humble shepherd in the vast desert.

				Then, at the age of eighty, Moses hears God speak to him from a bush that’s on fire. God says to him, “The Israelites’ cries of injustice have reached me. I’ve seen just how much the Egyptians have oppressed them. So get going. I’m sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt” (Exodus 3:9–10). With no small amount of resistance, and after exhausting all excuses, Moses does as God commanded. A series of plagues descends upon the Egyptians, and Moses leads the children of Israel to their freedom. He brings them to Mount Sinai, where he first met God in the burning bush, to seek God’s direction. Here God will speak to the Israelites from the top of the mountain, giving them the Ten Commandments.

				
				Thousands of people—or millions, if the Exodus text is taken literally—are camped at the base of Mount Sinai when God begins to speak. They have left behind a familiar life with familiar gods. Although they were slaves in Egypt, they at least had food. Now they’ve risked everything to follow an octogenarian into the barren wilderness, to a place where he claims to have met the God of their ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Until this day, however, none of them have heard the voice of this God Moses claims to have met.

				Standing halfway up the mountain and looking down, it is not hard to imagine their tents and campfires and the hordes of people frozen in terror as they see the smoke and fire bellow on the mountain. Now the God who has delivered them from slavery and who, through Moses, promised them a land flowing with milk and honey, begins to speak:

				I am the LORD your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You must have no other gods before me (Exodus 20:2).

				The Israelites would have known the names of hundreds, perhaps thousands of Egyptian gods. But few of them would have remembered the name of the God of their ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who lived hundreds of years before them. Moses has told the people of this God whom he met in the burning bush. But now God speaks, introducing himself. “I am the LORD,” the text reads in most modern translations, though this is not exactly what the original would have said. The word “LORD,” in all capital letters, is used as a stand-in for the Hebrew word “YHWH”—a word most believe is pronounced “Yahweh,” though some pronounce it “Jehovah.”

				
				While there are many names by which God is called in the Hebrew Bible, this is the most sacred, personal, and at first glance perplexing.2 We first see it in Exodus 3, when Moses meets God at the burning bush. When God calls Moses to go to liberate the Israelite slaves, Moses asks a pointed question:

				
					“If I now come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ they are going to ask me, ‘What’s this God’s name?’ What am I supposed to say to them?”

					God said to Moses, “I Am Who I Am. So say to the Israelites, ‘I Am has sent me to you.’ ” God continued, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, [Yahweh] the God of your ancestors, Abraham’s God, Isaac’s God, and Jacob’s God, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever; this is how all generations will remember me.” (Exodus 3:13–15)

				

				In Hebrew, “I Am Who I Am” and “Yahweh” are slightly different forms of the same word: the verb “to be.” The name is so important it is found more than 6,400 times in the Old Testament.3 It is so sacred Jews today will no longer pronounce it. (Hence the replacement word “LORD,” which appears in place of “YHWH” throughout the Hebrew Bible.) For reasons I’ll share in chapter 3, I take the name to mean “I am the Source and Sustainer of all that is” or “I am existence itself” or “Everything that exists exists because of me.”

				
				Hear again God’s introduction to the Israelites: “I am the Source and Sustainer of everything. And I am your God. It was I who brought you out of Egypt. It was I who delivered you from your oppression under the Egyptians. I am the one who set you free.”

				Embedded in God’s name is the sweeping claim of scripture: Yahweh is the creator of all things. In the beginning, it was he who spoke the worlds into existence and brought forth life on our planet. He formed human beings, writing the genetic code that makes us who we are. Look at the sunshine, the blue sky, the trees, and the animals. These were all his idea. Think of yourself: your capacity to reason and think; your ability to love and to be loved; the expansion of your lungs as you breathe and the air that fills them. All of these things are gifts from God.

				That’s what God was revealing to the Israelites when he told them his name. But there was something more he said to them: “I am your God.”

			

			
				I Am Your God, You Are My People

				Anyone who commits to study and memorize the Ten Commandments is immediately confronted with a question: What constitutes the first commandment? Jews order the commandments one way. Catholics and Lutherans another. And Eastern Orthodox Christians and most Protestants yet a third way.

				For Jews, the first commandment is “I am the LORD your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” Christians typically see this not as the lone first commandment but as the prologue or introduction to all the other commandments. For Eastern Orthodox Christians, as well as most Protestants, the first commandment is what God says next: “You must have no other gods before me.”

				
				Roman Catholics and Lutherans go further. They consider the first commandment to be “You must have no other gods before me. Do not make an idol for yourself—no form whatsoever—of anything in the sky above or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth. Do not bow down to them or worship them.”

				Since I am a pastor in the Methodist (Wesleyan/Anglican) tradition, in this book we’ll follow the ordering used in my tradition and that of most Protestants and Orthodox Christians. But when it comes to the substance of the text, I think the Jewish people are right in naming the prologue as the first commandment—“I am the LORD your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” This statement is the premise of all the others. Yahweh is the Source and Sustainer of all that exists, and Yahweh has chosen this ragtag band of former slaves to be his people. Interesting to me, the word “your” used in this verse is singular. God is not just the God of the Israelites, but the God of each of the Israelites.

				This would have been a complete reversal in how they related to the gods of the Egyptians. The Israelites may have believed in those gods, prayed to them, and made sacrifices to them. But at the end of the day, these were Egyptian gods. In their providence and will, these gods had made the Israelites the slaves of the Egyptians. The message was clear. To the Egyptian gods, Israelites were second-class, lesser children.

				But here was One who claimed to be the source of everything, saying that he wanted Israel and was calling these people his own. In claiming to be their God, he was offering his covenant protection and care to them. These were not empty words, for Yahweh had brought them “out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” Of all the people on earth God might have chosen as his covenant people, he chose a people who were slaves, poor and powerless. God chose the Israelites not because of anything that they had done to merit his kindness but because of the promise he had made to Abraham generations earlier. He chose them because of his covenant love and his compassion and mercy.

				
				This theme winds throughout scripture. God often chooses the powerless, the poor, and the pitiable. God does this because his nature is defined by compassion, mercy, justice, and love.

				We see it in God’s choice of the elderly Abraham and Sarah, who were too old to have children, to become the parents of a nation. Later, God would bless Ruth, the poor Moabite widow, allowing her to become the great-grandmother of King David. Speaking of David, he was the least impressive of Jesse’s eight sons, yet God chose him to become Israel’s greatest king. The theme is repeated again and again in scripture, reaching its climax in the New Testament when Jesus, whom Christians believe was God incarnate, spent most of his ministry associating with the uncouth, uneducated, unremarkable. He ate with sinners and tax collectors. He ministered to the physically ill, the mentally broken, and the nobodies. Ultimately, he gave his life on their behalf.

				The word Christians most associate with this quality of God’s character, this choosing of the unlikely and unworthy, is “grace”—the undeserved love and favor of God extended to us not because of our actions or anything we’ve done to merit it but solely because God is merciful and kind. Saint Paul famously said of God’s saving work in our lives:

				
				You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith. This salvation is God’s gift. It’s not something you possessed. It’s not something you did that you can be proud of. Instead, we are God’s accomplishment. (Ephesians 2:8–10a)

				

				Hundreds of times I’ve had conversations with people who felt they were worthless, insignificant, and unloved, teaching them this truth about God. God knows everything about you. God knows every embarrassing, shameful, or unholy thing you’ve ever done. God knows the things about you that you beat yourself up for: Are you overweight? Unattractive, at least in your eyes? Do you think you are too stupid or broken or unaccomplished or sinful to be loved and valued? God knows all of this, and God still chooses you, sees you as beautiful and gifted, and loves you. God sees not only what you’ve done and who you’ve been but what you can do and who you could be.

				I recently spoke with a woman who had been picked on, ridiculed, even sexually abused as a teenager. Her whole life has been spent feeling unworthy of anyone’s love. As we sat in my office, we reflected on this story of how, throughout the Bible, God decides to honor those whom others have rejected, those who believe they are worthless. He has the power to deliver us from our own land of Egypt—the land where we’ve grown up being told that we were worthy only of making mud bricks, stepchildren of the gods. As tears streamed down the woman’s face, she began to understand for the first time that she was beautiful in God’s eyes. She wept as she allowed herself to believe that she was loved, deeply, by God.

				
				This, I think, is what the Israelites understood when they heard these opening words of the Ten Commandments.

			

			
				What Is a God?

				But I also think they were meant to understand that Yahweh was saying, “I am your God.” Which leads to a question that will be important as we consider the first commandment: What is a God?

				On the one hand, ancient Egyptians believed that their gods were benevolent forces who created and sustained the world as they knew it. These forces responded to, looked after, and were somehow involved in the affairs of people. As the Israelites were learning, and as Jews and Christians believe today, all of these forces resided in one God who was the Source and Sustainer of everything that exists. This God is just, compassionate, merciful, loving, righteous, holy, strong and mighty, and much more. God sees humans as his children, his workmanship, the sheep of his pasture, his beloved.

				In the Hebrew Bible, there are so many powerful images and metaphors describing God, including a sense of God as protector and provider. Psalm 46:1 comes to mind: “God is our refuge and strength, a help always near in times of great trouble.” As the Israelites listened to Yahweh speak, claiming that he was their God, I imagine the sense of peace and gratitude and hope that must have come over them.

				As the coronavirus pandemic swept over the world, we all watched as businesses closed, churches stopped holding worship services in person, schools closed for the rest of the school year, and billions of lives came to a standstill as people were ordered to “stay in place.” Amid all of this, millions of workers were laid off. LaVon and I told both of our daughters, “Listen, you are our daughters. You are going to be okay. If you need help in any way, we are here for you.”

				
				We knew our oldest would continue to be paid and work from home. But our youngest, Rebecca, had just opened a small plant shop and worked on the side at a restaurant and bar. Both would be closed indefinitely, and she would have no income. “I know this is scary,” I told her, “but you have nothing to worry about, because we are
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THE FIRST TABLET

The Call to Love God

Moses then turned around and came down the
mountain. He carried the two covenant tablets
in his hands. The tablets were written on both
sides, front and back. The tablets were God’s
own work. What was written there was God’s
own writing inscribed on the tablets.

—Exodus 32:15-16
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