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ACT ONE  SCENE ONE

A court jester dances in front of the young Prince trying to take his mind off the problems of the day.


ARMAND THE JESTER


Well sir, I couldn't have asked for a finer day to unburden your mind off whatever is troubling you.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


Who says I'm burdened?


ARMAND THE JESTER


A little bird told me that Delores is no longer staying with us at court.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


I couldn't stand to look at her anymore. I wanted her but she wanted Emilio and ran off with him.


ARMAND THE JESTER


Come on Sebastian, you are the Prince of this kingdom, I'm sure there are plenty of women who would love to be a princess then a queen.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


Yeah, but I wanted Delores.


ARMAND THE JESTER


Why? If you ask me she was never the future queen type.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


What's a future queen type?


ARMAND THE JESTER


Someone that would look great by your side and help you rule with grace and wisdom.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


So it's all about looks?


ARMAND THE JESTER


You're a prince and future King of this kingdom so you have to think about who sits next to you on the throne.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


Delores was beautiful but I think I could do better if it's all about looks.


ARMAND THE JESTER


Delores is stunning but she didn't have the temperament.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


What is the proper temperament for a Queen?


ARMAND THE JESTER


She has to be able to handle the power that comes with the position.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


What woman would be able to handle a situation like that?


ARMAND THE JESTER


I don't know. That's up to you to decide.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


I would have to craft the perfect companion for myself and that's impossible.


ARMAND THE JESTER


Well. What if you could?


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


What do you mean?


ARMAND THE JESTER


Delany the Dark has the power to animate the dead.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


You want me to raise a dead woman to be my Queen?


ARMAND THE JESTER


No. We get the best sculptor in the land to sculpt the perfect beauty and have Delany animate her.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


You want me to marry a statue? You think a statue should rule with me?


ARMAND THE JESTER


She would start off as stone but would become flesh and blood.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


That's insane Armand.


ARMAND THE JESTER


Is it? You want more beautiful than Delores and I want one with the temperament of a monarch, why can't we both get what we want?


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


Who is suppose to craft this perfect beauty for me?


ARMAND THE JESTER


Cicero the Great. No one is better.

Prince Sebastian ponders the idea for a moment.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


Bring me Cicero.

SCENE TWO

Cicero the Great enters the palace and meets with Prince Sebastian and Armand the Jester.


CICERO THE GREAT


It's an honor to be in your presence young Prince.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


You come highly decorated with a reputation of crafting the finest sculptures in the land.


CICERO THE GREAT


Thank you for the kind words.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


I have a job for you Cicero.


CICERO THE GREAT


Anything for my Prince.


ARMAND THE JESTER


All we need you to do is sculp what you believe is the embodiment of beauty.


CICERO THE GREAT


I can create the most beautiful dove soaring down from heaven about to perch on a twig.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


No. I don't want a dove.


CICERO THE GREAT


I could create a lion standing proud and tall overlooking a sunset.


ARMAND THE JESTER


No. We don't need a lion.


CICERO THE GREAT


How about the sun shining down on a child while he plays in a field of daisies?


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


Could you create a woman?


CICERO THE GREAT


A woman?


ARMAND THE JESTER


Yes. Not just any woman. The most captivating and stunning woman you could ever sculp?


CICERO THE GREAT


But every woman is captivating.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


Yes, yes. But the MOST captivating you could possibly design with your two hands.


CICERO THE GREAT


I'm not sure I can complete the task my Prince.


ARMAND THE JESTER


Why not?


CICERO THE GREAT


Because as I've aged I've come to realize the beauty in each woman I've ever come across. When I was younger I was ruled by lust, but I've come to understand that a woman's beauty is as much tied to her demeanor and elegance as much as her looks.


ARMAND THE JESTER


But we can all agree that some women are more beautiful than others.


CICERO THE GREAT


There are different types of beauty. What I find beautiful might not be beautiful to you. There's natural beauty, exotic beauty and classic beauty.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


Sure. But do you have the skill to sculp a combination of the three?


CICERO THE GREAT


My skill is unmatched my Prince. I have spent countless hours perfecting my touch with a chisel.


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


Then create me the most captivating statue of a goddess you can dream of.


CICERO THE GREAT


But that's not possible.


ARMAND THE JESTER


You just said your skill is unmatched.


CICERO THE GREAT


It's not my skill I'm worried about. When you say sculp the most captivating goddess I can dream of I'm lost because I've never dreamt of a goddess before. I wouldn't know where to begin.


ARMAND THE JESTER


We will pay you fifty thousand gold pieces if you complete this task.


CICERO THE GREAT


Fifty thousand gold pieces?


PRINCE SEBASTIAN


Yes.


CICERO THE GREAT


That would make me the highest paid artist in your kingdom.


ARMAND THE JESTER


Your skill is unmatched right?


CICERO THE GREAT


Yes.


ARMAND THE JESTER


Prove it.

SCENE THREE

Cicero stands by a statue at or about near his height covered by a black blanket. He walks around pacing waiting for a moment anticipating Prince Sebastian and Armand to come and take a look at his masterpiece.

Prince Sebastian
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