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Introduction

About Paper 1

Paper 1 Option: Germany and West Germany, 1918–89 requires a breadth of knowledge of a historical period, as well as a knowledge of the historical debate around the causes of the Second World War. Paper 1 tests you against two Assessment Objectives: AO1 and AO3.

AO1 tests your ability to:


•  organise and communicate your own knowledge

•  analyse and evaluate key features of the past

•  make supported judgements

•  deal with concepts of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.



On Paper 1, AO1 tasks require you to write essays from your own knowledge.

AO3 tests your ability to:


•  analyse and evaluate interpretations of the past

•  explore interpretations of the past in the context of historical debate.



On Paper 1, the AO3 task requires you to write an essay which analyses the work of historians.

At A-level, Paper 1 is worth 30 per cent of your qualification.

At AS-level Paper 1 is worth 60 per cent of your qualification. Significantly, your AS grade does not count towards your overall A-level grade.

The exam

The Paper 1 AS exam and A-level exam each last for 2 hours and 15 minutes, and are divided into three sections.

Section A and Section B test the breadth of your historical knowledge of the four themes.


•  Section A requires you to write one essay from a choice of two. Section A questions will usually test your knowledge of at least a decade. You should spend around 35 to 40 minutes on Section A – this includes making a brief plan.

•  Section B requires you to write one essay from a choice of two. Section B essays usually tests your knowledge of a third of the period 1918–79, around 23 years. You should spend around 35 to 40 minutes on Section B – this includes making a brief plan.



Section C tests your knowledge of the debate around Hitler’s foreign policy and the causes of the Second World War.


•  Section C requires you to answer one compulsory question relating to two extracts from the work of historians. Questions will focus on the years 1979–97. You should spend around 35 to 40 minutes on Section C, and an additional 20 minutes to read the extracts and make a plan.



The AS questions are of a lower level in order to differentiate them from the A-level questions. You will find examples of AS and A-level questions throughout the book.

How to use this book

This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in this exam.


•  Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads.

•  On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn.

•  Words in bold in the main content are defined in the glossary.

•  On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities.



Together, these two strands of the book will take you through the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.

Examination activities

There are three levels of exam focused activities.


•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol. [image: ]

•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol. [image: ]

•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol. [image: ]



Each section ends with an exam-style question and model high level answer with commentary. This should give you guidance on what is required to achieve the top grades.


1 The Weimar Republic, 1918–33

The creation of a republic, 1918–19

The collapse of the Second Reich

The monarchical political system of the German Second Reich began to change and then collapse in the final weeks of the First World War and the process of creating a republican system of government began. Germany shifted towards democracy and to some extent saw a social revolution with a weakening of aristocratic power. The German revolution was not a total revolution, however, and many elements of the old regime remained.



	Key event  
	Date  
	Description  
	A democratic revolution  
	A social revolution?  



	The revolution from above
	29 September to 3 October 1918
	The generals advised the Kaiser to appoint a new civilian government and seek an armistice. On 3 October the government was created, led by Prince Max of Baden.
	Authoritarian military rule was at an end.
Reichstag deputies from liberal and socialist parties formed part of the new government.

	The government was no longer solely aristocrats and Junkers but now contained workers too.



	The revolution from below
	31 October to 8 November 1918
	A mutiny by sailors in Kiel rapidly spread to other German ports. The government began to lose control as soviets sprung up across the country, and there were riots in many major cities.
	Many ordinary Germans were involved in the disturbances.
	The sailors’ and workers’ soviets represented a new and radical form of political organisation.



	The abdication of the Kaiser and the declaration of a republic
	9 November 1918
	Paul von Hindenburg advised the Kaiser to abdicate, and William II fled to Holland. Friedrich Ebert, leader of the SPD, became Chancellor of a government of SPD and USPD members.
	The monarchy had come to an end, and the government was led by the largest party in the Reichstag.
	The government was formed of representatives of the working class rather than aristocrats.



	Armistice
	11 November 1918
	The new government signed an armistice agreement with the Allies.
	 
	 



	The revolution limited
	10 November 1918 to January 1919
	Ebert was anti-communist and determined to prevent the German revolution becoming a civil war. He thus did a deal with the army to gain their support (the Ebert–Groener pact) and called for early democratic elections.
	Elections were held in January 1919 on the basis of universal suffrage.
The elections produced a constituent assembly.

	The social impact of the revolution was now limited: the Junker class remained dominant in the judiciary and the civil service and the army remained unreformed.
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[image: ] Spot the mistake      [image: ]

Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Why does this paragraph not get into Level 4? Once you have identified the mistake, rewrite the paragraph so that it displays the qualities of Level 4. The mark scheme on page 114 will help you.


How accurate is it to say that Germany was politically unstable in the period 1918–33?




[image: ]

Germany was politically unstable at the end of the First World War because one of the effects of the First World War on Germany was that there was a revolution. In Germany in October and November 1918 the generals stopped running the country. A new civilian government was formed. This was the revolution from above. There was also a rebellion among the navy starting in Kiel and mass desertions from the army. There were protests and strikes across the country and some soviets were established. The Kaiser also abdicated. This was the revolution from below.
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[image: ] Delete as applicable

Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in partial answer to this question. Read the paragraph and decide which of the possible options (in bold) is the most appropriate. Delete the least appropriate options and complete the paragraph by justifying your selection.


How accurate is it to say that defeat in the First World War was the main cause of political instability in Germany in the years 1918–33?




[image: ]

The loss of the First World War was the main cause of political instability in Germany 1918 to a great/fair/limited extent. The impending loss caused political instability in 1918. Generals Ludendorff and Hindenburg realised at the end of September 1918 that Germany could not win the war and they relinquished power as they did not want to still be in charge when defeat came. The generals’ actions triggered the political events that caused massive political instability and revolution in Germany. Impending defeat in the war was also one reason why sailors mutinied at Kiel, an act that kicked off the ‘revolution from below’ that saw the Kaiser abdicate and the Second Reich collapse. After the war had actually ended on 11 November 1918, the political instability continued as an unstable new government was blamed for the harsh terms of the armistice. It faced political threats from the right-wing extremists who accused it of having betrayed Germany. In 1918, therefore, defeat in the First World War was a significant/moderate/limited cause of political instability in Germany.

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________
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The Weimar Constitution

A new system

Following elections in January 1919, a National Assembly met in the city of Weimar to form an interim parliament and to agree a new constitution. The largest party in the Assembly was the SPD, which had won 38 per cent of the vote. SPD representatives wished to create a democracy which secured rights for workers but they had to co-operate with the other pro-democracy parties such as the Zentrum Party (Catholic Centre Party) and the DDP (German Democratic Party). A liberal democratic system with protections for workers was eventually agreed upon.


[image: ]

The Weimar Republic

This is the name often given to Germany between 1919 and 1933. It refers to a period of democracy in Germany and takes its name from the city where the new constitution was agreed upon. The Weimar Republic had two presidents: Friedrich Ebert (1919–25) and Paul von Hindenburg (1925–34).
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The constitution

Some of the main features of Weimar’s constitutional arrangements were as follows.


•  A President was to be elected every seven years by universal suffrage, with the power to select and dismiss the Chancellor. The Chancellor formed the government.

•  The President was Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces.

•  The President had emergency powers under Article 48 (see page 10). The President could dissolve the lower house of the German parliament, the Reichstag, and call new Reichstag elections under Article 25 of the constitution. The new elections had to occur within 60 days of the dissolution.

•  The Chancellor and government were accountable to the Reichstag and had to resign if they lost the confidence of the Reichstag.

•  The Reichstag was to be elected every four years. There was universal suffrage for people over the age of 20.

•  Elections were to be conducted using proportional representation: the minimum requirement for a seat in the Reichstag was just 60,000 votes across the entire country.

•  The system was a federal one: Germany was divided into 18 regions or states, each of which had their own parliament and local powers. The state parliaments sent representatives to the Reichsrat, the upper house of the German parliament. The Reichsrat could propose amendments or delay legislation passed by the Reichstag.

•  Referenda on single issues could be held if enough people petitioned for one.



The Bill of Rights

The Weimar Republic’s constitution also included a Bill of Rights in which certain rights were guaranteed. These provisions included:


•  freedoms of speech, association and religion

•  the right to work – the government should ensure that everyone had a job or, failing that, provide financial assistance

•  a provision which gave workers special protection in the new state

•  welfare rights, e.g. protection for the disabled

•  the right to property – this right was guaranteed and businesses could not be nationalised without compensation.
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Use the information on the opposite page to add detail to the mind map below.
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[image: ] Recommended reading

Below is a list of suggested further reading on the topic of the establishment of the Weimar Republic.


•  Chris Harman, The Lost Revolution – Germany 1918 to 1923 (2008), pages 41–50

•  Scott Stephenson, The Final Battle: Soldiers of the Western Front and the German Revolution of 1918 (2009), pages 109–51

•  Eberhard Kolb, translated by P. S. Falla and R. J. Park, The Weimar Republic (2005) pages 3–22
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The features of the Weimar Republic’s constitution

The features of the Weimar Republic’s constitution have been controversial. Did the system collapse after only 14 years because the constitution was flawed, or was the constitution a good one which was misused by politicians? It was a remarkably democratic system, but one which also tended to produce weak governments.

Democratic features

One notable feature of Weimar Germany’s constitution was its very democratic character.


•  There was an elected President rather than a hereditary monarch.

•  There was universal suffrage as women and young men were enfranchised for the first time.

•  The government was now accountable to the elected Reichstag, unlike in the Second Reich.

•  Proportional representation produced very democratic results as the number of seats allocated in the Reichstag reflected almost exactly the preferences of voters.

•  An element of direct democracy was included in a constitutional provision which allowed for referenda.



Furthermore, although the President appointed the Chancellor, the government needed to have Reichstag support, and it became the norm for members of the Reichstag to be selected as Chancellor. This gave the government a more democratic character and represented a change from the Second Reich, where unelected Junkers had generally been appointed.

The constitution also contained checks and balances which enhanced its democratic credentials. No one part of the political system should have been able to become too powerful: the electorate held the Reichstag to account, while the President could dismiss the Reichstag but needed the Reichstag’s support to get the government’s agenda into law. The Bill of Rights also contained liberal features that helped to support democracy, such as freedom of speech, which ensured a free press, and freedom of association, which meant that people were free to participate in politics via political parties, trade unions or pressure groups.

Emergency provisions

Under Article 48 of the constitution, the President had the power to rule via presidential decree in the event of an emergency. However, this power was checked, as the Reichstag could review and overturn any decree issued under Article 48.

Criticisms of the Weimar Republic’s constitution

The Weimar Republic’s constitution has been criticised for giving too much power to the President under Article 25 (which allowed him to dissolve the Reichstag) and Article 48, although both of these provisions contained limitations on the President’s power. Proportional representation has been condemned by some for creating a fragmented party system which made it difficult to form durable coalition governments. It also meant that small extremist parties could gain representation and exposure: there were 20 separate coalition governments in Weimar Germany. Furthermore, some people in Germany objected to the socialist elements of the constitution, such as the right to work and the provision giving workers special protection.

Supporters and opponents of the Weimar Republic’s constitution



	Supporters
	The pro-Weimar parties were the SPD, Zentrum Party and DDP; these parties won a majority in the 1919 elections.
After 1920, the DVP (German People’s Party) started to support Weimar.




	Opponents
	The conservative DVP initially opposed Weimar as they wished for a constitutional monarchy.
The right-wing DNVP (German National People’s Party) wavered in their support for Weimar and were mainly opposed prior to 1925 and after 1929.

Many industrialists and business owners in Germany felt that the constitution gave too many rights to workers. By the early 1930s many of these people had stopped supporting the Weimar system as they felt it did not serve their interests.
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[image: ] Complete the paragraph

Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a point and specific examples, but lacks a concluding analytical link back to the question. Complete the paragraph, adding this link in the space provided.


How far do you agree that the Weimar constitution undermined stability in Germany 1919–29?




[image: ]

I agree to a limited extent that the Weimar constitution undermined stability in Germany in these years. With a proportional representation (PR) electoral system, the Weimar constitution meant that it was very difficult to form stable governments, as no party received enough votes to form a government on its own and unstable coalition governments were formed. These governments were short-lived. In addition, the PR system gave small political parties political representation in the Reichstag.

___________________________

___________________________
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[image: ] Eliminate irrelevance      [image: ]

Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the paragraph and identify parts of the paragraph that are not directly relevant to the question. Draw a line through the information that is irrelevant and justify your deletions in the margin.


How accurate is it to say that the Weimar constitution undermined stability in Germany in 1919–29?




[image: ]

It is not really accurate to say that the Weimar Republic’s constitution undermined stability in Germany in 1919–29. Most of the problems that Weimar faced were nothing to do with the constitution. Although the constitution did add to political instability, as the PR system made it difficult to form durable governments, the main problems that Weimar faced were political extremism and economic problems that had nothing to do with the constitution. The political extremists included the Spartacists, named after a Thracian gladiator, and the Nazi Party, led by Hitler. Hitler was born in Braunau am Inn in Austria, and later lived in Vienna. His failed career as an artist had made him bitter. The existence of the extremists was more a result of defeat in the war and not really to do with the Weimar constitution. Use of PR for the electoral system made it easier for extremists to gain representation in the Reichstag, but PR is a very democratic election system that did not cause the existence of extremists. So use of PR did not mean that the Weimar Republic’s constitution was flawed from the outset.
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Opposition to the government: The legacy of war and defeat

Weimar Germany had been born of revolution, defeat and social and economic turmoil – and in its early years the Republic struggled to overcome various political and economic challenges.

The legacy of the First World War

Defeat in the First World War created a number of problems for the new democracy. Democratic politicians had no real option but to sign the armistice that ended the First World War in November 1918. The fact that they did so meant that many Germans unfairly blamed the democratic politicians for the defeat: some on the right labelled them the ‘November Criminals’. The ‘stab in the back myth’, or Dolchstoss, which falsely portrayed the cause of the German loss to have been the revolution and betrayal by democratic and socialist politicians, was widely believed in some sections of German society and served to undermine support for Weimar Germany. When the Treaty of Versailles was signed, disillusionment with the new Republic set in because, despite the formation of the new democracy, a punitive peace treaty had been imposed. An additional negative legacy of the war was that its cost produced inflation, which contributed to post-war economic problems (see page 14).


[image: ]

The Treaty of Versailles

The Treaty of Versailles was the peace treaty between Germany and its opponents in the First World War.


•  Germany’s armed forces were restricted to 100,000 men in the army.

•  Only six battleships were permitted, while no submarines or air force were allowed.

•  Germany lost territory, including its overseas colonies and territory in Europe, such as West Posen and West Prussia to newly created Poland, and Alsace and Lorraine to France.

•  The Rhineland, which bordered France, was demilitarised and the Saarland placed under League of Nations control.

•  Union with Austria, Anschluss, was banned.

•  Germany had to accept liability for the war in Clause 231, the ‘War Guilt’ clause, and pay compensation or reparations to the victors for damages incurred during the war.



The treaty was widely reviled in Germany as a diktat, or dictated peace.
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[image: ] Develop the detail

Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a limited amount of detail. Annotate the paragraph to add additional detail to the answer.


How accurate is it to say that opposition to the German state became progressively weaker in the period 1918–45?
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Opposition to the German state was strong at the start of the period. In the early years of Weimar, there was a lot of opposition to the state because the German public was shocked about losing the First World War and blamed the new government. In addition to this, many Germans were opposed to the state because they associated it with the hated Treaty of Versailles. For these reasons, opposition to the German state was strong at the start of the period.
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[image: ] Developing an argument

Below are a sample exam question, a list of key points that could be made to partially answer the question and a paragraph from the essay. Read the question, the partial plan and the sample paragraph. Rewrite the paragraph in order to develop an argument. Your paragraph should answer the question directly and set out the evidence that supports your argument. Crucially, it should develop an argument by setting out a general answer to the question and the reasons that support this.


How far do you agree that the most important factor driving opposition to the Weimar Republic 1919–32 was defeat in the First World War?



Key points


•  The shock of defeat and ideas of the ‘stab in the back’ and ‘November criminals’

•  The Republic was born of defeat

•  The Republic was born of revolution – political opposition

•  The peace created opposition – the Treaty of Versailles



Sample paragraph


[image: ]

Germany lost the First World War. This created opposition to the new democratic Weimar Republic as it was created in this time of defeat. People were shocked that Germany had lost, because the army had seemed to be in a strong position in the early summer of 1918. The shock meant that the public struggled to accept the defeat. Even though it was the old and not the new regime that had lost the war, the idea grew in right-wing circles that Germany had been ‘stabbed in the back’ – betrayed by democrats, communists, socialists and Jews who wanted to overthrow the government and the Kaiser. Pro-Weimar democratic politicians were thus blamed by some for losing the war. People associated the Republic with defeat and also the idea that politicians had sold Germany out by signing the armistice in November 1918.
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Economic crises, 1918–23

In 1923, many of the political and economic problems of Weimar Germany reached crisis point as inflation spiralled out of control, the German industrial region of the Ruhr was invaded and the Nazis attempted to overthrow the government.

The inflationary problem

Wartime and demobilisation inflation


•  The First World War left Germany with high inflation. Much of the cost of the war had been financed by increasing the money supply and the German currency consequently declined in value.

•  Wartime shortages exacerbated the problem and caused price rises.

•  In the aftermath of the war, government expenditure remained high as the government had to support war widows, injured war veterans and millions of demobilised soldiers.

•  Furthermore, the new constitution made social security a constitutional right, which obligated the government to provide support to the unemployed.



Reparations


•  From 1921, the problem increased when reparations payments commenced.

•  One difficulty Germany faced in meeting its reparations obligations was that most of the reparations had to be paid for in gold or foreign currency.

•  As inflation increased and the value of the German currency weakened, buying gold or foreign currency to pay for reparations became an ever more expensive burden.

•  In 1922, the German government sought to suspend their reparations payments, but were refused permission by the Allies.

•  By early 1923, Germany was failing to meet all of its reparations obligations.



The Ruhr Crisis, 1923

In January 1923 the French and Belgian governments responded to German failure to meet all reparations payments by ordering the invasion of the Ruhr. Their armies occupied factories and mines and seized raw materials and goods in place of reparations. With government support, workers and business owners in the Ruhr followed a policy of passive resistance, refusing to co-operate with the occupying forces by going on strike. The German government paid the workers and compensated owners for lost revenue, thus adding to government expenditure. The situation in the Ruhr further damaged the German economy.

Hyperinflation

Inflation, which was already a profound problem following the war, ran out of control due to the Ruhr crisis as confidence in the German currency collapsed. Consequently, the mark became worthless. To try to meet spending obligations, the government printed more and more money, which added to the problem. In 1923, 300 paper mills and 150 printing presses worked 24 hours a day to print money. As the new government of Gustav Stresemann struggled to resolve the situation, the Nazis launched a failed Putsch in Munich in November 1923 (see page 20). In the end, the issue of hyperinflation was resolved (see page 16) – but not without causing a great shock to Germans, many of whom saw their savings eradicated or standard of living dramatically reduced. Debtors (who included many large business owners) benefitted, however, as the value of their debts was wiped out by hyperinflation.

Inflation in Germany 1919–23: marks needed to buy one US dollar



	Apr 1919  
	Nov 1921  
	Aug 1922  
	Jan 1923  
	Sep 1923  
	Dec 1923  



	12
	263

	1,000

	17,000

	98,860,000

	4,200,000,000,000
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[image: ] Establish criteria

Below is a sample exam question which requires you to make a judgement. The key term in the question has been underlined. Defining the meaning of the key term can help you to establish criteria that you can use to make a judgement.

Read the question, define the key term and then set out two or three criteria based on the key term which you can use to reach and justify a judgement.


How accurate is it to say that the main problem facing the Weimar Republic between 1919 and 1923 was inflation?



Definition:

___________________________

___________________________

Criteria:

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________
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Government responses to economic crisis

The actions of Gustav Stresemann



The Dawes Plan, 1924
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Opposition to the government: political extremism, 1918–23 (part 1)


The threat from the extreme left


The Spartacist Uprising, 1919


Strikes, risings and communist takeover


Fear of communism


The threat from the extreme right


The Kapp Putsch, 1920


White terror: assassinations and violence
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•  Between January 1919 and 24 June 1922 there were a total of 376 political murders in Germany.

•  354 of these were committed by sympathisers of the right, with whom many judges sympathised. Of these murders, 326 went unpunished, and one life sentence and a total of 90 years in prison were handed out.

•  22 of these murders were committed by sympathisers of the left. Of these murders, four went unpunished, and 10 death sentences, three life sentences and a total of 250 years in prison were handed out.
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Damaging ideas
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Opposition to the government: political extremism, 1918–23 (part 2)


The origins of the Nazi party



Nazi ideology



•  German nationalism: Germany should be strong, and all German-speaking peoples should be united in order to help maximise German strength. To develop German power, colonial expansion into Eastern Europe was needed. This ‘living space’ was called Lebensraum. In order for Germany to be strong, the Treaty of Versailles should be repudiated.

•  Racial ideas: at the core of Hitler’s ideas were false notions about race. These ideas had their origins in pseudo-scientific notions of the day. Hitler believed that differences between racial groups were profound and significant. Furthermore, he thought that races were organised into a hierarchy with Aryans, a Germanic-Nordic race, at the top. As a German nationalist, Hitler wanted Germany to maximise its strength, something he thought was only possible if a racially pure Aryan society was created in Germany. In his view, racial purity equalled national strength.

•  Anti-Semitism: Hitler believed Jews to be a race and developed the notion that Aryan strength would be compromised and polluted through interbreeding with Jews, who he regarded as a vastly inferior racial group. Hitler also believed that Jews were engaged in a plot to sap Aryan racial strength through interbreeding.

•  Social Darwinism: Hitler also subscribed to social Darwinist ideas. The notion of the ‘survival of the fittest’ was used as a moral principle by Hitler, who believed that not only did the fittest or strongest of species survive, but that it was morally right that the strongest triumph. Thus ‘weaker’ races and people should be eradicated.
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The Munich Putsch, November 1923
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•  Richard J. Evans, The Coming of the Third Reich (2004), pages 156–75

•  Ian Kershaw, Hitler 1889–1936: Hubris (1998), pages 129–66
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Controlling extremism, 1918–23


The weakness of Weimar’s opponents


Poor leadership and planning


Lack of support from the public


The strengths of democracy


The actions of Ebert


Support of some of the elite


Support from the international community
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	Support  
	Challenge  



	There were a number of attempts to overthrow the Weimar Republic, including the Munich Putsch, the Kapp Putsch and the Spartacist Uprising
	 
	 



	The international community supported Weimar’s survival via the Dawes Plan and the Young Plan
	 
	 



	The actions of Ebert and Stresemann helped the Republic to survive
	 
	 



	The opponents of Weimar lacked public support before 1930
	 
	 



	There were a number of communist uprisings in the Weimar Republic
	 
	 



	The attempts to overthrow the Republic were badly organised
	 
	 



	Weimar’s economy performed well between 1924 and 1929 and inflation was not a problem at this time
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Policies for recovery, 1924–29 – the ‘Golden Years’


Were the ‘Golden Years’ really so golden?



	 
	Positive features  
	Negative features  



	Politics  
	Increased political stability

•  No Putsch attempts.

•  No political assassinations.

•  The creation of the Grand Coalition in 1928: this coalition, led by the SPD’s Müller, was a coalition of the left, right and centre and commanded a secure majority (over 60 per cent) in the Reichstag.





•  By the 1928 election 76 per cent of people supported pro-Weimar parties.

•  Support for the Nazis was very low: they obtained only 2.6 per cent of the vote in 1928.

•  A far-right coalition failed to get support in their anti-Young Plan referendum.





•  Despite his authoritarian past, President Hindenburg, elected in 1925, supported the new constitution in the 1920s and in 1928 chose an SPD Chancellor, Müller.




	Immature party politics and unstable coalitions

•  Political parties, who were unused to the real political power that the new constitution gave them, did not co-operate well or make the compromises that coalition politics required. The SPD were often reluctant to co-operate with others, while governments were sometimes brought down by trivial issues, such as the collapse of Luther’s 1926 administration over the issue of what the German flag should look like.

•  Forming stable coalition governments proved difficult: the centre right and right wing could agree on domestic policies but not foreign policies, while the centre right and the left could agree on foreign policy but not domestic policies. There were consequently seven governments in the period 1923–29 and some governments did not have the majority support in the Reichstag.





•  Support for extremists may have reduced but it remained worryingly high, with one-quarter of people voting for parties that wished to see Weimar democracy end: the KPD, German Communist Party, obtained 10.6 per cent of the vote in 1928.





•  Hindenburg was obstructive to the idea of working with the SPD before 1928 and also had, until that time, insisted that the far right DNVP be included in coalitions.






	Economics  
	Economic growth and development

•  By 1928, production equalled that of 1913.

•  By 1928, national income was 12 per cent higher than in 1913.

•  Certain sectors of the economy performed particularly well. Chemicals company IG Farben became the largest manufacturer in Europe.

•  Exports rose by 40 per cent between 1925 and 1929.

•  Loans from the international community and particularly the US financed the development of infrastructure in Germany: 25.5 billion marks were loaned 1924–30.

•  Inflation remained relatively low.

•  Unemployment ran at a relatively low rate for much of the 1920s.





•  Wages rose every year between 1924 and 1930.



	A sluggish agricultural sector

•  Agriculture was in recession from 1927.





•  It appeared to make sense to use US money to promote development and economic growth in Germany – but when the effects of the Wall Street Crash and the Great Depression started to affect Germany, credit dried up and the US sought repayment of loans.





•  Unemployment did not fall below 1.3 million and levels were climbing before the impact of US economic problems was felt.





•  The German economy suffered from underinvestment during this period.

•  The German economy did not perform as well as comparable economies, such as Britain and France.





•  Tensions remained high between workers and business owners: industrial disputes were common and many industrialists resented the system of arbitration established to resolve disputes.
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	Support  
	Challenge  



	Stresemann called off the passive resistance to French occupation in 1923, which helped restore some international confidence in Germany’s economy
	 
	 



	Stresemann negotiated the Dawes Plan, which saw money for investment flow into Germany
	 
	 



	The international loans to Germany in the 1920s created a dangerous dependence on the United States
	 
	 



	Unemployment remained persistent throughout the 1920s
	 
	 



	The German economy did not grow as much as other economies between 1924 and 1929
	 
	 



	The German agricultural sector was in recession from 1927
	 
	 




[image: ]



Social and cultural attitudes and policies

Weimar culture and society in the 1920s


The position of women


The position of gay people


Cultural experimentation


Weimar artistic culture


•  In art, George Grosz and Otto Dix produced artworks that reflected on the impact of the First World War and satirised the Junker class and many features of Weimar society.

•  In architecture and design, the hugely influential Bauhaus movement created modern designs for buildings, furniture and graphics.

•  In music, American jazz became very popular and began to influence the sound of German popular music. There was a lively jazz scene in Berlin.

•  In literature, Erik Maria Remarque’s All Quiet On the Western Front (1929) examined the traumatic impact of the First World War on German soldiers.

•  In cinema, Germany had a world-leading industry and expressionist works such as Fritz Lang’s Metropolis (1927) were particularly influential.

•  Satirical forms of cabaret were popular in Berlin.



Education in the Weimar Republic


The status of, and attitudes towards, ethnic minorities, 1918–32
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•  Christopher Isherwood, Goodbye to Berlin (1939)

•  Peter Gay, Weimar Culture – the Outsider as Insider (1968), pages 102–18

•  Eric D. Weitz, Weimar Germany – Promise and Tragedy (2007), pages 297–330
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The impact of and responses to the Great Depression, 1929–32

The economic impact of the Depression




•  National income shrunk by 39 per cent between 1929 and 1932.

•  Industrial production declined by more than 40 per cent.

•  The number of unemployed rose to officially around 6 million by 1932 (the actual figure was probably higher). One-third of people of working age were affected.

•  50,000 businesses were bankrupted.

•  In 1931, as the German economy collapsed, a banking crisis was triggered and five major banks went bankrupt. Other banks remained closed for three weeks.

•  Homelessness and poverty increased and people’s standard of living decreased – many felt insecure and desperate.



Responses to the Depression
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The collapse of democracy, 1930–33 (part 1)

The political impact of the Depression



•  The Grand Coalition government led by Müller fell apart in 1930 when the parties in government disagreed over whether to cut unemployment benefits as levels of unemployment rose.

•  Following the collapse of the Grand Coalition, subsequent governments were minority administrations which lacked Reichstag support. Chancellor Brüning’s government failed to get Reichstag support for its budget in July 1930 and governed by relying on Article 48. Consequently, Hindenburg dissolved the Reichstag and called a new election. Von Papen’s government lost a confidence vote in 1932, while Schleicher’s government lasted for just a few months.

•  The German political system moved in a more authoritarian direction in the years before Hitler became Chancellor. Brüning and von Papen relied extensively on emergency presidential decrees rather than on parliamentary government: there were 44 emergency decrees issued under Article 48 in 1931, compared with just five in 1930, for example. Von Papen and Hindenburg also used Article 48 to seize control of regional government in Prussia, still the largest and most populous German state, whose left-wing SPD government they wished to crush.

•  Politicians did not take effective action to deal with the Depression. Brüning only started to act in June 1932 by launching modest reflationary schemes; his actions can be characterised as too little, too late. German people lost faith in their political system as politicians failed to help them effectively.

•  Democratic norms began to break down as political violence returned to the streets of Germany. During the July 1932 election campaign there were 461 riots in Prussia, in which a number of people died. The SA were responsible for much of the violence as they participated in battles against communists. Street violence added to an air of instability in Germany, which served to increase people’s discontent.
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•  Hermann Müller: June 1932–March 1930

•  Heinrich Brüning: March 1930–May 1932

•  Franz von Papen: May 1932–November 1932

•  Kurt von Schleicher: December 1932–January 1933
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1  Economic factors

2  Lack of public support for democracy

3  The actions of the conservative elite

4  The role of war and defeat
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The growth of Nazi support






	Election date
	1928
	1930
	July 1932*



	Percentage of the vote
	2.6%
	18.3%
	37.3%



	Number of seats
	12
	107
	230






The demographics of Nazi voters and Nazi members


•  A much larger number of people voted for the Nazi party than were members.

•  Nazi members were most likely to be young (two-thirds of members in 1930 were aged under 40) and male, partly because the party did not encourage active female participation.

•  Women were more likely to vote for the party than men, however. Hitler had some success in appealing to women who had not previously voted – traditionally minded conservative women who had never liked democracy or Weimar.

•  Catholics were less likely to support the party than Protestants as the majority of Catholic voters always supported the Zentrum Party.

•  Urban dwellers were less likely to vote for the Nazis.

•  Working-class people formed the largest number of Nazi party members at 31 per cent of members, but were on average less likely to be a member of the party than most other social classes. This apparent paradox can be accounted for, as the working class formed by far the largest social group in Germany: 46 per cent of the population were working class.

•  In contrast, office workers and the self-employed were over-represented as party members.



The impact of propaganda



•  messages about bread and work were deployed in working-class areas

•  messages about Weimar’s supposedly lax moral standards were tailored to conservative mothers

•  anti-Semitism was often emphasised in rural areas.




Hitler’s appeal
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The collapse of democracy, 1930–33 (part 2)

Hitler’s appointment to power



•  Pressure was applied on President Hindenburg by a number of influential industrialists and bankers who in 1932 urged him to appoint Hitler Chancellor. These included Hjalmar Schacht, the architect of the scheme to restore the German currency in 1923, and industrialists I. G. Farben and Krupp.

•  Von Papen schemed against Chancellor von Schleicher, who was appointed in November 1932. Von Papen and others around him, such as Hindenburg’s son Oscar and his state secretary, Otto Meissner, worked to persuade Hindenburg to appoint Hitler as Chancellor. Von Papen’s plan involved his own appointment as Vice-Chancellor – Nazi members of the Cabinet were to be a minority. Von Papen wanted to use Hitler’s popular support to give the legitimacy that his own government had lacked in 1932. Von Papen assumed that he would be able to control Hitler and after Hitler’s appointment he crowed, ‘We’ve hired him’.

•  Many members of the conservative political and economic elite, including Hugenberg and steel manufacturer Thyssen, contributed to the Nazi party’s funds.

•  As the state of economic and political crisis continued, many conservatives feared a communist takeover – the KPD had seen its vote share increase from 3.2 million in 1928 to 5.9 million in November 1933. It was the Nazis’ determination to smash the communists that caused some conservatives to back Hitler.

•  Hindenburg eventually appointed Hitler to government in January. This followed von Schleicher’s failed plan to attain an element of popular legitimacy for his government by splitting the Nazi movement and trying to work with trade unions. Von Papen’s government had completely failed to gain Reichstag support, and von Schleicher had no more success.

•  Hindenburg at this point finally relented and appointed Hitler. Despite a decline in the Nazis’ vote share in the November 1932 election (from 37 per cent to 32 per cent), the party was still the largest in the Reichstag.
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Factors in Hitler’s appointment to power





•  Hitler’s personal role (as a charismatic leader and tactician)

•  Nazi propaganda

•  SA violence.
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•  Cause – questions concern the reasons for something, or why something happened

•  Consequence – questions concern the impact of an event, an action or a policy

•  Change/continuity – questions ask you to investigate the extent to which things changed or stayed the same

•  Similarity/difference – questions ask you to investigate the extent to which two events, actions or policies were similar

•  Significance – questions concern the importance of an event, an action or a policy.
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•  Lack of support for democracy in the years of Weimar – post First World War

•  Increase in support for democracy as the political and economic situation improved mid-1920s

•  Decline in support for democracy after 1929 – economic, social and political effects of the Depression
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Exam focus
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AS-level questions
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