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  FISH SPECIES OF THE GREAT LAKES DRAINAGE


  BROOK TROUT OR SQUARETAIL [SALVELINUS FONTINALIS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: This beautiful fish normally has a deep olive back decorated with a labyrinth of worm-like markings. Spots on its sides are red and blue, and a white line traces its reddish lower fins. A member of the char family, its mouth and appetite are bigger than your average trout’s.


  DISTRIBUTION: The state’s official fish, brookies are also called natives, speckled trout, and squaretails. Found in clear, cold brooks feeding Great Lakes tributaries, they are the fish of choice for anglers hiking to remote sections of streams pouring out of the Tug Hill Plateau.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Brookies assume their most striking colors in autumn when they’re ready to spawn. Males often have bright red bellies and large hooked jaws. Their propensity for eagerly striking any bite-sized creature that crosses their paths earns them the distinction of being the easiest trout to catch. The state’s smallest trout, most range from 4 to 10 inches long, but fish around 20 inches are possible. The state record, caught on May 5, 2012, in the West Canada Wilderness Area of the Adirondack Mountains, is 5 pounds, 14 ounces.


  LAKE TROUT [SALVELINUS NAMAYCUSH]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Like the brookie, this delicious member of the char family isn’t exactly the brightest fish in the tank. It has a relatively big mouth and an appetite to match. Its back is generally gray or green; the sides are silvery or gray and speckled with light spots. The belly is white, and its tail is forked.


  DISTRIBUTION: Another native New Yorker, this species prefers cold, deep water and is often found near bottom, in depths exceeding 100 feet. While Lake Ontario has a greater population than Lake Erie, New York’s biggest specimens come out of the latter because it has far less of the deep habitat they require, so they’re concentrated in a smaller area.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: One of the larger Great Lakes species, lakers easily reach 20 inches, and 30-plus-inch fish are common. They spawn in autumn in shallow water over gravel. The state record, caught in Lake Erie (site 1) on August 9, 2003, is 41 pounds, 8 ounces.


  BROWN TROUT [SALMO TRUTTA]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Sporting deep brown backs, this species’ color lightens into golden sides splashed with red and brown spots surrounded by light halos. Sometimes the red spots are so bright, they look like burning embers. Mature males sport kypes (curved lower jaws) that are often so extremely hooked, they seem deformed.


  DISTRIBUTION: Imported back in the 1830s from Germany, browns found America to their liking and have prospered. Far more tolerant of warm water than are brookies or lakers, they do well in every kind of clean, oxygenated water, and prefer to hang out near bottom, inshore.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Purist fly fishers consider the brown the savviest of trout. Its propensity for hitting a well-presented dry fly has endeared the species to some of the world’s most famous authors—Dame Juliana Berners, Izaak Walton, William Butler Yeats, and Ernest Hemingway, to name a few. Especially colorful when they spawn in autumn, browns assume a brilliance that perfectly complements Earth’s most colorful season. The state record, caught in Lake Ontario (site 11) on June 10, 1997, by Tony Brown (no relation), is 33 pounds, 2 ounces.


  RAINBOW TROUT, STEELHEAD, CHROMER, AND IRONHEAD [ONCORHYNCHUS MYKISS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: This species has a deep green back that melts into silvery sides. A pink stripe stretching from the corner of the fish’s jaw to the base of its tail is what gives it its name. The upper half of its body, upper fins, and entire tail are splattered with black spots.


  DISTRIBUTION: Native to the West Coast, rainbows were introduced to New York in the 19th century and have been here ever since. Although they’re found in deep, cool lakes and cold streams throughout the state, they enjoy a wide variety of foods, including insects, and feed in warmer water, often above the thermocline.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Anadromous rainbows are called steelhead, ironheads, and chromers. Lake-dwelling domestic rainbows and steelhead run up Lake Ontario’s tributaries in autumn to feast on brown trout and salmon eggs, and may spend the entire winter. Come spring, they run upstream en masse to spawn, providing some of the year’s most exciting fishing action. The state record, caught in Lake Ontario (site 11) on August 14, 2004, is 31 pounds, 3 ounces.


  ATLANTIC SALMON OR LANDLOCKED SALMON [SALMO SALAR]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The only salmon native to the state, Atlantic salmon generally have deep brown backs that quickly dissolve to silvery sides splattered with irregularly shaped spots, which are often crossed.


  DISTRIBUTION: At one time Lake Ontario boasted the greatest population of landlocked Atlantic salmon in the world. A combination of pollution, dam building on natal streams, and sterility caused by a thiamine deficiency linked to eating exotic forage (alewives and smelt) wiped them out. Currently a token presence is maintained in Lake Ontario by stocking. The state releases over 365,000 fingerlings in the lake annually. In addition, local, state, and federal agencies chip in by unloading surplus fish from hatcheries and research laboratories.


  COMEBACK KIDS: Recently, naturally bred young-of-the-year Atlantics have been caught in research nets set in various Lake Ontario tributaries. Biologists believe round gobies may be responsible. Gobies are rich in thiamine, a vitamin essential for salmon reproduction; contact with the exotics, even for short periods, replenishes this vitamin. Salmon otherwise lose it by feeding on alewives and smelt—forage rich in thiaminase, an enzyme that breaks down thiamine.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Atlantics are the only salmon that survive the spawning ordeal, often returning to spawn a second and sometimes even a third time. They’re considered the classiest salmon; catching one, especially on a fly, is many a fly-fishing purist’s greatest dream. Atlantic salmon spawn in autumn. The state record, caught in Lake Ontario (site 11) on April 5, 1997, is 24 pounds, 15 ounces.


  CHINOOK SALMON OR KING SALMON [ONCORHYNCHUS TSHAWYTSCHA]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: A silvery fish with a green back, it has black spots along the upper half of its body, including the fins and the entire tail. When chinooks are ready to spawn, they become a dark olive-brown, and the males develop a kype (hooked jaw). The inside of the mouth is entirely black.


  DISTRIBUTION: The largest of Lake Ontario’s Pacific salmon, chinooks were introduced in the late 1960s. Currently upward of 1.5 million are stocked annually by the state. Individuals can reach 40 pounds—even better—and the species has become one of the lake’s most important gamefish.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The most exciting fishing occurs roughly from mid-September through mid-November, when mature three-and-a-half-year-olds averaging 25 pounds run tributaries to spawn; a few precocious one-and-a-half-year-olds (females are called jennies and males are called jacks), averaging 8 pounds, also run. Kings die soon after spawning, littering the floors of streams with cadavers. Fortunately, these carpets of death only last until high water sweeps the carcasses back into the lake or decomposition quickly breaks them down (most start rotting while still alive). The state record, caught in the Salmon River (site 41) on September 7, 1991, is 47 pounds, 13 ounces.


  COHO SALMON OR SILVER SALMON [ONCORHYNCHUS KISUTCH]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Lake O’s other Pacific salmon, introduced about the same time as the chinook, the coho is a silvery fish when actively feeding in the lake but develops red sides when it stops eating and heads upstream to spawn. The upper half of its body has black spots, but only the upper quarter of its tail and the lower half of its dorsal fin are spotted. Another identifying factor is that its mouth is black but not its gums.


  DISTRIBUTION: The state maintains their presence in Lake Ontario by stocking upward of 225,000 annually.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Cohos spawn between mid-September and mid-November in the same streams as chinooks. While they’re only about a third the size of kings, their sizzling runs, spectacular leaps, and incredible stamina endear them to legions of anglers. For some strange reason, Lake Ontario’s cohos grow larger than those in the Pacific Ocean, and 30-pounders are caught in the Salmon River each year. The fish spawn in autumn and then die. The state record—and the International Game Fish Association’s all-tackle world record—was caught in the Salmon River (site 41) on August 13, 1998, and weighs 33 pounds, 7 ounces.


  LAKE WHITEFISH [COREGONUS CLUPEAFORMIS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: These fish generally have brown or blue backs that fade into silvery sides and white bellies.


  DISTRIBUTION: Although lake whitefish were once distributed widely throughout the state, pollution has run them out of most of their range. However, they are still found in cool, deep places like Lake Ontario.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Zebra mussels feed on the same phytoplankton that lake whitefish eat, prompting some experts to warn they will wipe out the whitefish in waters occupied by both. Others counter that zebra mussels simply redistribute the biomass by laying their waste on the floor, causing explosions in populations of bottom-feeding invertebrates, which whitefish also eat. While the jury is still out on the zebra mussel question, most scientists agree that alewives are definitely a threat: They feed heavily on whitefish fry and can send the population into a nosedive. The state record, caught in Lake Pleasant on August 29, 1995, is 10 pounds, 8 ounces.


  LAKE STURGEON [ACIPENSER FULVESCENS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Ranging in color from dark gray to brown, this ancient fish is long and relatively slender. Its mouth is located on the underside of its shovel-shaped snout (ventrally) and has barbels. It has rows of bony plates (scutes), one running the length of its back and two along each side. The largest fish swimming the fresh waters of the state, lake sturgeon generally run 3 to 5 feet long but can reach up to 9 feet and weigh over 300 pounds.


  DISTRIBUTION: Great Lakes and their major tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Listed as threatened, sturgeon are completely protected in New York. Attempts by the authorities to restore them to their former range are bearing fruit and anglers are catching them with increasing frequency, especially in the spring when they run rivers like the Oswego to spawn.


  LARGEMOUTH BASS OR BUCKETMOUTH [MICROPTERUS SALMOIDES]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The largest bass in New York’s Great Lakes, this species is dark green on the back, with the color lightening as it approaches the white belly. A horizontal row of large black splotches runs along the middle of the side, from the gill plate to the base of the tail. Its trademark is its huge head and mouth. The ends of the mouth reach past the eyes. Largemouths and smallmouths are listed as black bass in New York Freshwater Fishing Official Regulations Guide.


  DISTRIBUTION: Found in bays, barrier ponds, and the estuaries of the lakes’ large tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Found in all the lower 48 states and inclined to hit artificial lures of every description, the largemouth bass is one of America’s favorite gamefish. It’ll hit just about anything that moves and is notorious for its explosive, heart-stopping strikes on surface lures. This species spawns in the spring when water temperatures range from 62 to 65 degrees Fahrenheit. The state record, caught in Buckhorn Lake on September 11, 1987, is 11 pounds, 4 ounces.


  SMALLMOUTH BASS OR BRONZEBACK [MICROPTERUS DOLOMIEU]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Brownish in color, it is easily differentiated from the largemouth because the ends of the mouth occur below the eyes. One of America’s most popular fish, it is granted equal status with the bucketmouth in most bass tournaments. Largemouths and smallmouths are listed as black bass in New York Freshwater Fishing Official Regulations Guide.


  DISTRIBUTION: Found in the open lakes and their large tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Bronzebacks spawn in late spring and early summer when water temperatures range from 61 to 65 degrees Fahrenheit. The state record, caught in Lake Erie (site 1) on June 4, 1995, is 8 pounds, 4 ounces.


  MUSKELLUNGE OR MUSKIE [ESOX MASQUINONGY]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The largest member of the pike family, this long, sleek species commonly reaches 35 pounds. The back is a light green to brownish yellow, and the sides can have dark bars or blotches. Its most prominent feature is its duck-billed mouth filled with razor-sharp teeth. Only the upper halves of the gill covers and cheeks have scales, a fact normally used to differentiate muskies from northern pike and pickerel.


  DISTRIBUTION: Found throughout the Great Lakes, and in the Niagara and St. Lawrence Rivers.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: New York boasts two strains, the Great Lakes and Ohio strains. Muskies spawn in late April through early May when water temperatures range from 49 to 59 degrees Fahrenheit. The state record, caught in the St. Lawrence (site 62) in 1957, is 69 pounds, 15 ounces.


  CAUTION: Keep your fingers out of the gill rakers; they are sharp enough to shred human flesh.


  TIGER MUSKIE OR NORLUNGE [ESOX MASQUINONGY]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: This species is a cross between a male northern pike and a muskie. Its body is shaped the same as a true muskie, but its colors are more vivid, and its sides have wavy, tiger-like stripes. Its teeth are razor-sharp.


  DISTRIBUTION: Although tigers occur naturally in some places like the St. Lawrence River, the vast majority of their distribution is man-made—they’re stocked in lakes and rivers to provide trophy fishing and to control runaway populations of hardy panfish like white perch.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: These strikingly beautiful hybrids are sterile. The state record, caught in the Tioughnioga River on May 25, 1990, is 35 pounds, 8 ounces.


  CAUTION: Keep your fingers out of the gill rakers; they are sharp enough to shred human flesh.


  NORTHERN PIKE OR PIKEASAURUS [ESOX LUCIUS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: A medium-sized member of the pike family, this long, slender fish is named after a spear popular during the Middle Ages. Its body is the same as the muskie’s, but its color is almost invariably green, and it has large, oblong white spots on its sides. Its cheeks are fully scaled, along with the top half (only) of its gill plates. Its teeth are razor-sharp.


  DISTRIBUTION: Great Lakes bays and large tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Spawns from late March through early May in water temperatures ranging from 40 to 52 degrees Fahrenheit. The state record, caught in Great Sacandaga Lake on September 15, 1940, is 46 pounds, 2 ounces.


  CAUTION: Keep your fingers out of the gill rakers; they are sharp enough to shred human flesh.


  CHAIN PICKEREL [ESOX NIGER]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The smallest member of the pike family, the pickerel is shaped exactly like its larger cousins, but its green sides are overlaid in a yellow, chain-mail-like pattern. Its teeth are razor-sharp.


  DISTRIBUTION: Great Lakes bays and rivers.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Spawns in early spring in water temperatures ranging from 47 to 52 degrees Fahrenheit. The state record, caught in Toronto Reservoir in 1965, is 8 pounds, 1 ounce.


  CAUTION: Keep your fingers out of the gill rakers; they are sharp enough to shred human flesh.


  WALLEYE [STIZOSTEDION VITREUM]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The largest member of the perch family, it gets its name from its big opaque eyes. The walleye’s back is dark gray to black and fades as it slips down the sides, which are often streaked in gold. It has two dorsal fins; the front one’s last few spines have a black blotch at their base. Its teeth are pointed and can puncture but won’t slice. Nocturnal critters, walleye often enter shallow areas to feed. If the moon is out, their eyes catch and hold the beams, spawning stories of ghost and extraterrestrial sightings by folks who see the eerie lights moving around in the water.


  DISTRIBUTION: Found in Great Lakes and their large tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Walleye spawn in early spring when water temperatures range from 44 to 48 degrees Fahrenheit. The state record, caught in Mystic Lake on January 20, 2009, is 16 pounds, 9 ounces.


  YELLOW PERCH [PERCA FLAVESCENS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: This popular panfish has a dark back that fades to golden-yellow sides overlaid with five to eight dark vertical bands. Sometimes its lower fins are traced in bright orange.


  DISTRIBUTION: Found in every type of water, in every type of habitat, in the Great Lakes system.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Spawns from mid-April through May when water temperatures range from 44 to 54 degrees Fahrenheit. The state record, caught in Lake Erie (site 1) in April 1982, is 3 pounds, 8 ounces.


  BLACK CRAPPIE [POMOXIS NIGROMACULATUS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Arguably the most delicious of the state’s panfish, this member of the bass family has a dark olive or black back and silver sides streaked with gold and overlaid with black spots and blotches. The front of its dorsal fin has seven or eight sharp spines followed by a soft fan.


  DISTRIBUTION: The state’s most common crappie, it occurs in Great Lakes bays and ponds, and the still to slow-moving waters of the system’s large tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Spawns in late spring when water temperatures range from 57 to 73 degrees Fahrenheit. The state record, caught in Duck Lake on April 17, 1998, is 3 pounds, 12 ounces.


  WHITE CRAPPIE [POMOXIS ANNULARIS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: This species looks pretty much the same as its black cousin, but it is generally lighter and only has six spines on its dorsal fin.


  DISTRIBUTION: Great Lakes bays and ponds, and the still to slow-moving waters of the system’s large tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Spawns late spring and early summer when water temperatures range from 57 to 73 degrees Fahrenheit. The state record, caught in Sleepy Hollow Lake on June 9, 2001, is 3 pounds, 13 ounces.


  ROCK BASS OR REDEYE OR GOOGLEYE [AMBLOPLITES RUPESTRIS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: This popular member of the bass family resembles bass more closely than do pumpkinseeds and bluegills. It’s dark brown to deep bronze in color, is heavily spotted in black, and has big red eyes.


  DISTRIBUTION: Found in the shallow, rocky areas of the lakes and their major tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Spawns over rocky areas in late spring and early summer. The state record, caught in the Ramapo River on May 26, 1984, is 1 pound, 15 ounces.


  BLUEGILL [LEPOMIS MACROCHIRUS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: One of the most popular sunfishes, its color varies. It has anywhere from five to eight vertical bars running down its sides, a deep orange breast, and a dark blue, rounded gill flap.


  DISTRIBUTION: Found in the shallow, weedy areas of the lakes and their major tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Ounce for ounce, bluegills are the sportiest fish. Fly fishing for them with wet flies and poppers is very popular. The species spawns in shallow, muddy areas near vegetation in summer. The state record, caught in Kohlbach Pond on August 3, 1992, is 2 pounds, 8 ounces.


  PUMPKINSEED [LEPOMIS GIBBOSUS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: This popular sunfish is the most widespread in the state. Its color ranges from bronze to dark green, and the end of its gill flap is traced in orange/red.


  DISTRIBUTION: Found in the shallow, weedy areas of the lakes and their major tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Spawns in shallow, muddy areas near vegetation in early summer. The state record, caught in Indian Lake on July 19, 1994, is 1 pound, 9 ounces.


  CHANNEL CATFISH [ICTALURUS PUNCTATUS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The state’s largest catfish, it has a dark brown back, a white belly, a forked tail, and barbels around its mouth. Juveniles up to 24 inches have black spots on their sides. Spines on the dorsal and pectoral fins can inflict a nasty wound.


  DISTRIBUTION: Found in deep water in the open lakes; the deep channels of major tributaries, often in fast current; and the deep holes at the mouths of small tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Spawning takes place in summer when water temperatures reach 75 to 85 degrees Fahrenheit. The state record, caught in Brant Lake on June 21, 2002, is 32 pounds, 12 ounces.


  BROWN BULLHEAD [AMEIURUS NEBULOSUS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: With a dark brown back and white belly, this small member of the catfish family can be distinguished from the catfish by its square tail.


  DISTRIBUTION: The bullhead’s tolerance for high temperatures and low oxygen levels allows it to live in muddy, shallow areas where other species of fish don’t dare to tread. It is found in every type of habitat except extremely deep water.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Spawns in muddy areas from late June through July. Both parents guard the schooling fry for the first few weeks of life. The state record, caught in Lake Mahopac on August 1, 2009, is 7 pounds, 6 ounces.


  WHITE PERCH OR SILVER BASS [MORONE AMERICANA]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: A member of the temperate bass family Percichthyidae, this species’ back can range in color from olive to silvery gray. Its sides are pale olive or silver.


  DISTRIBUTION: Throughout the Great Lakes drainage, in all kinds of open habitat, but especially in the rapids of large tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Most locals don’t differentiate between these and white bass, simply calling both silver bass. White perch spawn from mid-May through mid-June when the water temperature reaches 52 to 59 degrees Fahrenheit. The state record, caught in Lake Oscaletta on September 21, 1991, is 3 pounds, 1 ounce.


  WHITE BASS OR SILVER BASS [MORONE CHRYSOPS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: As with the white perch, this species’ back can range in color from olive to silvery gray. Its sides are pale olive or silver. It differs in its bold lateral stripes.


  DISTRIBUTION: Mainly found in the inshore waters of the big lakes and in major tributaries. Populations have boom and bust cycles: One year, huge rafts can be seen feeding on the surface; the next year, they’re as rare as hen’s teeth.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Most locals don’t differentiate between these and white perch, simply calling both silver bass. They spawn in late spring. The state record, caught in Furnace Brook on May 2, 1992, is 3 pounds, 6 ounces.


  BURBOT, LING, OR LAWYER [LOTA LOTA]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Looking like a cross between a bullhead and an eel, colored yellow-brown overlaid with a dark mottled pattern, it has a single barbel on its chin and deeply embedded scales that are so tiny, they are almost invisible.


  DISTRIBUTION: Cold, deep lakes and rivers.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Found in water up to 700 feet deep, individuals range from 12 to 20 inches. They are the only freshwater fish in the state that spawn in winter. Females lay up to one million eggs at a time. The state record, caught in Black River Bay (site 56) on February 14, 1991, is 16 pounds, 12 ounces. The strange appearance of this freshwater cod, coupled with its relative rarity (the only folks who catch it regularly are ice fishermen), results in its being confused with everything from snakeheads to aliens, causing this delicacy to be treated with extreme prejudice by ignorant anglers.


  FRESHWATER DRUM OR SHEEPSHEAD [APLODINOTUS GRUNNIENS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Overall color is silvery with a blue to olive-brown back and a white belly.


  DISTRIBUTION: Inshore waters of the Great Lakes and their major tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Sheepshead have small round teeth for crushing shells and have a taste for snails and zebra mussels. They use muscles around their swimming bladders to produce drumming sounds. Spawning takes place from July through September. The state record, caught in Chaumont Bay (site 59) on June 8, 2005, is 24 pounds, 8 ounces.


  COMMON CARP [CYPRINUS CARPIO]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: A brown-colored, large-scaled fish with orange fins, it has two barbels on each side of its upper jaw. Some are leathery with no scales, or leathery and spotted with disproportionately large scales.


  DISTRIBUTION: Native to Eurasia, the species was introduced into American waters around 1830 and found the habitat good. Carp thrive in warm water and can be found in the weedy shallows of the Great Lakes, their ponds, and tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Like many introduced species, carp suffer an image problem. Recently, however, traveling European anglers have discovered the state’s tremendous carp fishery, and the species is gaining cult status. A good way to catch them is to find a spot that looks fishy and still-fish with a piece of baked potato about the size of a bouillon cube, a marble-sized piece of white bread, or several kernels of canned corn. They will also hit worms. One of the most exciting ways to catch them is to sight-fish in a sluggish creek, slowly working the bait to the fish. They spawn in late spring when the water temperature reaches 62 degrees Fahrenheit. The state record, caught in Tomhannock Reservoir on May 12, 1995, is 50 pounds, 4 ounces.


  AMERICAN EEL [ANGUILLA ROSTRATA]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: A snake-like fish with a pointed head, the eel has a dorsal fin that starts midway down its back, wraps around the end, and becomes continuous with the caudal and anal fins, reaching halfway up the belly.


  DISTRIBUTION: These fish are found throughout the Great Lakes and their large tributaries.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Nocturnal by nature, eels are often caught at night on worms by bullhead anglers fishing in swamps and marshes and by walleye anglers fishing large minnows on the bottom in canals or in holes below dams. After hatching in the Atlantic Ocean, the larvae migrate to fresh water, where individuals live for varying lengths of time before maturing and returning to the Sargasso Sea to spawn and die, a life cycle known as catadromous. Mature adults migrate back to sea in autumn. The eel’s life span is unknown, but one was kept in captivity for 88 years. Females migrate for great distances inland, while males stay close to the sea. The state record, caught in Cayuga Lake on July 25, 1984, is 7 pounds, 14 ounces.


  Lately American eel numbers are way down, causing some experts to fear they’re facing extinction. As a result, they are totally protected in the waters covered in this book, and their possession is prohibited.


  BOWFIN OR DOG FISH [AMIA CALVA]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Easily recognized by its primitive appearance, this native New Yorker has a long flat head, a large mouth full of sharp teeth, a dorsal fin running along most of its back, and a rounded tail. It is able to breathe air, using its swim bladder as a lung. Males have a large spot at the upper corner of the base of the tail. It is often confused with the snakehead, an exotic species.


  DISTRIBUTION: Found in the weedy ponds and bays of the Great Lakes and their major tributaries, often in swamps and edge habitats inaccessible to other piscivorous fish.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The sole surviving member of the Amiiformes family, a group of species that was around when dinosaurs roamed the countryside, bowfin spawn in the spring. The state record, caught in Bashakill Marsh on June 5, 2000, is 12 pounds, 8 ounces.


  LONGNOSE GAR OR GAR PIKE [LEPISOSTEUS OSSEUS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Its long, narrow snout makes this fish easily identifiable. Spotted, brown, or olive in color, it is often called gar pike because of its pike-like appearance: toothy snout (up to twice as long as its head) and short dorsal fin located far on its back, almost at the tail. Its flesh is edible but tastes too funky for most palates; its roe is toxic.


  DISTRIBUTION: Found in the Great Lakes and their major river systems.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Gars have been around for about 100 million years. Like the bowfin, this living fossil’s appearance hasn’t changed since the days of the dinosaurs. They can tolerate waters with low oxygen levels because their swim bladder allows them to breathe air. The state record, caught in Lake Champlain, is 13 pounds, 3 ounces.


  SHORTHEAD REDHORSE, FRENCH TROUT, OR RUBBER LIPS [MOXOSTOMA MACROLEPIDOTUM]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: A large-scaled, cylindrically shaped fish, it has a dark streak along its back, large, golden scales on its sides, a white belly, golden fins, and a red tail. It normally ranges from 10 to 20 inches.


  DISTRIBUTION: Throughout the Great Lakes, in just about every kind of water, from tiny brooks to the open blue.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Although their flesh is sweet in the early spring, it gets funky as the water warms up. About the only use most anglers have for these suckers is as bait. Their young are among the hardiest minnows, capable of living for hours while hooked through the back. Many anglers snag spawning adults while fishing for steelhead and kill them needlessly. This is a terrible waste because suckers are valuable forage for everything from pike and bass to muskies, walleye, and trout. The state record, caught in the Salmon River (site 41) on May 26, 1996, is 11 pounds, 11 ounces.


  RAINBOW SMELT [OSMERUS MORDAX]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: A cylindrically shaped silver fish with an olive back, it generally sports a noticeable silver stripe and a pink or blue iridescence along its sides. It has a large mouth for a small fish, with two large canine teeth on the roof. Smelt normally range from 6 to 9 inches but can reach 13 inches.


  DISTRIBUTION: Throughout the Great Lakes.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Smelt are considered a delicacy wherever they are found. They ascend streams in the spring to spawn and are often taken with dip nets. There is no state record.


  ROUND GOBY [NEOGOBIUS MELANOSTOMUS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Typically measuring less than 6 inches long, gray and mottled with dark spots, this slope-headed bottom dweller has big frog-like eyes high atop its head, a large black spot at the rear of its first dorsal fin, and a single, fan-shaped pelvic fin.


  DISTRIBUTION: Native to Central Eurasia, this species was first discovered in America in the St. Clare River in 1990, and has spread throughout the Great Lakes watershed.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Highly aggressive, gobies feed on just about anything they can fit in their mouths, but are especially fond of zebra mussels, worms, and fish eggs or fry. Prolific breeders, they reproduce multiple times each year, providing a constant supply of bite-sized minnows for every piscivorous species in the drink, from yellow perch and crappies to landlocked Atlantic salmon and black bass. There is no state record.


  FALLFISH [SEMOTILUS CORPORALIS]


  GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Fairly long, big-eyed, and plated with large silvery scales, this chub typically runs 6 to 18 inches and is the largest minnow native to eastern North America.


  DISTRIBUTION: Partial to fast water, they occur in most Great Lakes tributaries and the St. Lawrence River.


  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Although they taste terrible, fallfish are notorious for their savage strikes and spirited fight when hooked. They’ll hit just about anything from worms and minnows to lures and flies. They’ve saved many fly-fishing trips by being the only fish to bite, and the vast majority of anglers release them in appreciation. They’re so feisty and aggressive, in fact, they’re enjoying growing popularity among catch-and-release sport anglers. It’s only a matter of time before they gain the respect they richly deserve.


  LAKE ERIE


  1. LAKE ERIE


  KEY SPECIES: Smallmouth bass, largemouth bass, walleye, muskellunge, steelhead, brown trout, lake trout, yellow perch, channel catfish, and sheepshead.


  DESCRIPTION: The 4th largest Great Lake and, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the 13th largest freshwater body in the world, Lake Erie is relatively shallow, averaging about 60 feet deep. Lacking the great depths of its sister lakes makes it one of the most productive warm-water fisheries on the planet, all 9,910 square miles of it.


  TIPS: Work Gulp! 3-inch leeches on drop-shot rigs.


  THE FISHING: Ever since being brought back from the dead in the 1970s, Lake Erie has been famous for smallmouth bass. Averaging 2 pounds, you can expect to catch a heap of ’em up to 3 pounds; at least one 4-pounder per trip; and a giant over 5 pounds if you’re lucky. Fifty-fish days—and then some—are possible. The easiest way to get them is to drift live bait like golden shiner minnows and crayfish on bottom. Still, bronzebacks are notorious for striking lures and love soft plastics—everything from jig-rigged craws, curly-tail grubs, and tubes to 3-inch Berkley minnows on drop-shot rigs and Carolina-rigged 4-inch finesse worms dragged slowly on bottom. If they’re on top chasing minnows, go for ’em by ripping a Jerk Shad or walk-the-dog with a Zara Spook. Suspended smallies will take a minnowbait, bladebait, or wide-bodied crankbait like Bass Pro Shops XPS Square Bill. Captain Tom Marks says, “The eastern end of the lake is sand- or muddy-bottomed so search for humps and rock piles, and work baits over and around the structure.”


  [image: image]
		

  Largemouth bass are nowhere near as plentiful as smallmouths, and are all but impossible to find in the open lake. However, a few can be found in marinas, weedy bays, and the mouths of streams, where they’ll hit wacky-rigged Bass Pro Stik-O Worms cast into weed openings, under docks, and around timber, and XPS Minnows twitched across the surface around dawn.


  Walleyes generally go anywhere from 3 to 8 pounds, but so many 10-something-pounders have been caught, no one gets excited about it anymore. While the greatest schools are found in the western basin most of the year, they follow the bait into the cooler, eastern basin starting in June, joining the resident fish, earning the area around Dunkirk a reputation as the lake’s hottest summer walleye bite. They’re inclined to suspend offshore and respond to flatlined deep-diving crankbaits like Thundersticks, or shallow divers like ChatterSticks and Bombers trolled behind divers or flatlined off planer boards; or even run directly in the motor’s wake behind 8 to 10 colors of lead core. If you’re the type who likes live bait, troll night crawler on a Northland spinner attached to a bottom bouncer.


  [image: Susan Rybaak snowshoeing on early pack ice ringing Lake Erie.]


  Susan Rybaak snowshoeing on early pack ice ringing Lake Erie.


  Yellow perch ranging from too small to 15 inches roam the open lake in anywhere from 40 to 70 feet of water, sometimes even deeper. And there’s a lot of ’em. Indeed, schools can stretch over a


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Brown trout caught by the author on a Smithwick Rogue at Lake Erie State Park.]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Monument to One Worm George at Sturgeon Point Marina.]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  2. CHAUTAUQUA CREEK


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  3. CANADAWAY CREEK


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  4. CATTARAUGUS CREEK


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  5. EIGHTEENMILE CREEK (ERIE COUNTY)


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  6. CAZENOVIA CREEK


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  7. BUFFALO CREEK


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  8. BUFFALO RIVER


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  9. TONAWANDA CREEK


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  10. NIAGARA RIVER


  

  

  

  

  [image: Niagara Tourism’s Bill Hilts Jr. holding a nice smallie he took in the Lower Niagara River.]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  10O. Fourmile Creek State Park


  

  

  

  APPENDIX


  IN MOST CASES, fishing information can be obtained toll-free by contact ing county tourism offices or regional councils such as the Thousand Islands International Tourism Council. If that doesn’t work or if you require detailed, site-specific information like stocking reports and future management plans, contact the fisheries office in the regional New York State Department of Environmental Conservation office.


  Visitor Bureaus, Visitor Associations, and County Tourism Offices


  Buffalo Niagara Convention & Visitors Bureau


  617 Main Street, Suite 200


  Buffalo, NY 14203-1496


  888-228-3369


  www.visitbuffaloniagara.com


  Cayuga County Tourism


  131 Genesee Street


  Auburn, NY 13021


  800-499-9615


  315-947-6348 (fishing hotline)


  www.tourcayuga.com


  Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau


  P.O. Box 1441


  Chautauqua, NY 14722


  800-242-4569


  www.tourchautauqua.com


  Clayton Chamber of Commerce


  517 Riverside Drive


  Clayton, NY 13624


  800-252-9806


  www.1000islands-clayton.com


  Henderson Harbor Area Chamber of Commerce


  P.O. Box 468


  Henderson Harbor, NY 13651


  888-938-5568


  Niagara Tourism and Convention Corporation


  10 Rainbow Boulevard


  Niagara Falls, NY 14303


  800-338-7890


  www.niagara-usa.com


  Orleans County Tourism


  14016 Route 31 West


  Albion, NY 14411


  800-724-0314


  585-589-3220 (fishing hotline)


  www.orleanscountytourism.com


  Oswego County Tourism


  46 East Bridge Street


  Oswego, NY 13126


  315-349-8324


  800-248-4386 (Fish-n-Fun line)


  www.visitoswegocounty.com


  Visit Rochester


  45 East Avenue


  Rochester, NY 14604


  800-677-7282


  www.visitrochester.com


  Wayne County Tourism


  9 Pearl Street


  Suite 3


  Lyons, NY 14489


  800-527-6510


  315-946-5466 (fishing hotline)


  www.waynecountytourism.com


  Regional Councils, Associations, and Commissions


  Seaway Trail, Inc.


  401 West Main Street


  Sackets Harbor, NY 13685


  800-732-9298


  www.seawaytrail.com


  Thousand Islands International Tourism Council


  P.O. Box 709


  Wellesley Island, NY 13640


  800-847-5263


  www.visit1000islands.com


  New York State Department of Environmental Conservation


  Website: www.dec.ny.gov


  Fisheries Office


  NYSDEC Region 6


  State Office Building


  317 Washington Street


  Watertown, NY 13601-3787


  315-785-2261


  Fisheries Office


  NYSDEC Region 7


  1285 Fisher Avenue


  Cortland, NY 13045-1090


  607-753-3095


  Fisheries Office


  NYSDEC Region 8


  6274 East Avon-Lima Road


  Avon, NY 14414-9519


  585-226-2466


  Fisheries Office


  NYSDEC Region 9, Lake Erie Unit


  178 Point Drive North


  Dunkirk, NY 14048


  716-366-0228


  www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/9217.html (Lake Erie Fishing Hotline report)


  State Parks


  State parks generally charge a day-use fee from Memorial Day through Labor Day. Reservations for camping can be made by calling the NY State Parks Reservation Center at 800-456-2267 or online: www.reserveamerica.com.


  Burnham Point State Park


  34075 Route 12E


  Cape Vincent, NY 13618


  315-654-2324


  Cedar Island State Park


  County Route 93


  Hammond, NY 13646


  315-482-3331


  Cedar Point State Park


  36661 Cedar Point State Park Drive


  Clayton, NY 13624


  315-654-2522


  DeWolf Point State Park


  45920 County Route 191


  Fineview, NY 13640


  315-482-2722


  Summer: 315-482-2012


  Evangola State Park


  10191 Old Lake Shore Road


  Irving, NY 14081


  716-549-1802


  Fair Haven Beach State Park


  14985 State Park Road


  P.O. Box 16


  Fair Haven, NY 13604


  315-947-5205


  Four Mile Creek State Park


  1055 Lake Road


  Youngstown, NY 14174


  716-745-3802


  Golden Hill State Park


  9691 Lower Lake Road


  Barker, NY 14012


  716-795-3885 or 795-3117


  Grass Point State Park


  42247 Grassy Point Road


  Alexandria Bay, NY 13607


  315-686-4472


  Hamlin Beach State Park


  1 Camp Road


  Hamlin, NY 14464


  585-964-2462


  Keewaydin State Park


  45165 NYS Route 12


  Alexandria Bay, NY 13607


  315-482-3331


  Kring Point State Park


  25950 Kring Point Road


  Redwood, NY 13679


  315-482-2444


  Lakeside Beach State Park


  Route 18


  Waterport, NY 14571


  716-682-4888


  Long Point State Park (Lake Ontario)


  7495 State Park Road


  Three Mile Bay, NY 13693


  315-649-5258


  Mary Island State Park


  36661 Cedar Point State Park Drive


  Clayton, NY 13624


  315-654-2522


  Sandy Island Beach State Park


  3387 County Route 15


  Pulaski, NY 13145


  315-387-2657


  Selkirk Shores State Park


  7101 State Route 3


  Pulaski, NY 13142


  315-298-5737


  Southwick Beach State Park


  8119 Southwicks Place


  Henderson, NY 13650


  315-846-5338


  Wellesley Island State Park


  44927 Cross Island Road


  Fineview, NY 13640


  315-482-2722


  Westcott Beach State Park


  Route 3


  Henderson, NY 13650


  315-938-5083


  Wilson-Tuscarora State Park


  3371 Lake Road


  P.O. Box 324


  Wilson, NY 14172


  716-751-6361


  County and Town Parks


  Monroe County Parks Department


  171 Reservoir Avenue


  Rochester, NY 14620


  585-753-7275


  www.monroecounty.gov/parks


  Indian Territories


  Cattaraugus Indian Reservation


  Seneca Nation of Indians


  Route 438


  Irving, NY 14081


  716-532-4900


  sni@localnt.com


  Guides, Captains, Bait Shops, and Other Sources Mentioned in the Text


  Marc Arena


  Red October Baits


  32 Cornelia Street


  Buffalo, NY 14210


  www.redoctoberbaits.com


  716-997-8970


  Alex Atchie


  315-782-3904


  Bait Shop


  5444 Ridge Road West


  Spencerport, NY 14559


  585-402-8609


  www.tackle-prices.com


  Captain Frank Campbell


  Niagara Region Charters


  914 Morley Avenue


  Niagara Falls, NY 14305


  www.niagaracharter.com


  frank@niagaracharter.com


  716-284-8546


  Captain Myrle Bauer


  Net Results Charters


  604 James Street


  Clayton, NY 13624


  315-686-2122


  Ron Bierstine


  Orleans Outdoor


  1764 Oak Orchard Road


  Albion, NY 14411


  www.orleansoutdoor.com


  info@orleansoutdoor.com


  585-682-4546


  Captain Ryan “Tiny” Gilbert


  One More Fish Guide Service


  315-529-6427


  onemorefish@twcny.rr.com


  Captain Matt Heath


  Seaway Charters


  Thousand Islands


  Alexandria Bay, NY


  www.seawaycharters.com


  captainmatt@seawaycharters.com


  315-408-6798


  Captain Tom Marks


  GR8 Lakes Fishing Adventures, LLC


  www.gr8lakesfishing.com


  716-997-6919


  Captain Rick Miick


  Dream Catcher Charters and Guide Service


  247 Hadley Road


  Sandy Creek, NY 13145


  315-387-5920


  www.trophydreamcatcher.com


  Pat Miura


  Pat’s Guide Service


  106 Park Street


  Glen Park, NY 13601


  pmiura@aol.com


  315-777-3570


  Mark Moskal


  Summit to Stream Adventures


  mark@summittostream.com


  607-535-2701


  Larry Muroski


  Larry’s Oswego Salmon Shop


  357 West 1st Street


  Oswego, NY 13126


  315-342-277


  oswegonybait@yahoo.com


  Captain Darryl Raate


  Water Wolf Charters


  315-529-8279


  www.stlawrencemuskiefishing.com


  Captain Richard Stanton


  Stanton Charter Service


  7495 County Line Road


  Auburn, NY 13021


  315-246-4767


  www.stantoncharters.com


  Fishmrtex@aol.com


  Tony Scime


  Scime’s Tackle and Variety


  2815 River Road


  Buffalo, NY 14207


  716-444-1704)


  Harv VanDewalker


  Harv’s Fishery


  harv’sfishery@tds.net


  315-408-6125


  Captain Bob Walters


  Water Wolf Charters


  P.O. Box 33


  Skaneateles Falls, NY 13153


  www.waterwolfcharters.com


  315-343-0086


  More Contacts


  Brookfield Renewable Energy Group


  U.S. Operations


  200 Donald Lynch Boulevard


  Marlborough, MA 01752


  www.brookfieldrenewable.com


  The Nature Conservancy


  Central & Western Chapter


  1048 University Avenue


  Rochester, NY 14607


  585-546-8030


  ABOUT THE AUTHOR


  Born in a renovated concentration camp in post-war Germany, to slave laborers deported from Ukraine by the Nazis during the conflict, Spider learned early in life the spiritual, emotional and practical benefits of fishing. A freelance writer and photographer since the early 1980s, Spider has published numerous features in magazines, ranging from In-Fisherman, Outdoor Life, and Great Lakes Angler to The American Legion Magazine, Log Home Living, and Boating Life. He is also the author of Fishing Eastern New York and Fishing Western New York (both from Falcon Guide), and writes a blog for Oswego County Tourism: huntingandfishinginoswego.blogspot.com.
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