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PROLOGUE: THE SHATTERED Path

The cavern walls whispered with fractured echoes, carrying the faint sounds of footsteps through the ancient, shadow-drenched corridors. The remnants of the shard pulsed faintly in Cyrix's hand, a fractured fragment of the Axis's power that burned cold against his palm. Its light - neither wholly bright nor truly dark - cast flickering shadows that danced like specters around him.

He moved with purpose through the ruins of the Umbral Depths, his cloak trailing behind him like a specter's shroud. Each step carried him deeper into the forgotten heart of the shadowed realm, where the air grew heavier, alive with the residue of ancient power.

The shards were gone, reclaimed by the Axis and used to forge the Eclipse. But the echoes of their influence still lingered, scattered across Ecliptica like scars on the world's surface. Cyrix's fragmented shard was proof of that - a jagged remnant that refused to fade, tethering him to the power he had sought to control.

"They think it's over," Cyrix murmured, his voice low, reverent. "They think the Axis is whole."

The shard pulsed, its faint glow illuminating the intricate carvings on the cavern walls. Symbols of light and shadow entwined in perfect harmony, their patterns spiraling toward a central image: a figure standing between two celestial orbs, one of blinding light and the other of infinite darkness.

Cyrix paused, his gaze fixed on the carving. His fingers brushed the shard, its resonance vibrating faintly against his skin.

"They don't understand," he said, his voice growing sharper. "Balance is nothing more than the calm before collapse. True unity demands something stronger. Something absolute."

He pressed his hand against the wall, the shard's energy surging through him. The symbols pulsed in response, their patterns unraveling as the air around him crackled with power. The ground beneath his feet trembled, and a low rumble echoed through the cavern.

A voice, ancient and guttural, filled the space. "What do you seek, shard-bearer?"

Cyrix straightened, his eyes glowing faintly with the shard's fractured light. "Power. Purpose. The strength to reshape this world into what it was always meant to be."

The voice laughed, a deep, resonant sound that reverberated through the cavern. "You seek control. Yet you stand before chaos."

Cyrix's expression hardened. "Chaos is a tool, not a master. And I will wield it to forge a world where the Eclipse is more than a symbol - it is an empire."

The ground trembled again, and a dark fissure split open at the center of the chamber. From its depths, a surge of shadow and light erupted, swirling together in a chaotic dance. Cyrix stepped forward, his shard pulsing in time with the energy.

"I will become the Eclipse Reaver," he said, his voice steady, unwavering. "And I will bring this world to its knees."

The energy surged around him, swallowing him in its chaotic embrace. The light of the shard flared, its fractured glow
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