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1. Foreword
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Forging A Mighty Multi-ethnic Nation: Four Millennia Of Ethnic And Nomadic Mixing In China - Challenges And Rewards Of Ethnic Integration

It is not often realized that China is a vastly diverse multi-ethnic nation forged through thousands of years of evolution and the amalgamation of various ethnic groups and races.

Some people may even be surprised that this melting pot of peoples includes the wide diversity of midland Chinese, Miao, Caucasian Yuezhi, Sogdian, Scythian, Xiongnu, Xianbei, Khitan, Qiang, Jie, Di, Yi, Turkic, Mongolic, Tungusic, Uyghur, Tibetan,and various Austronesian.
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2. A Chinese Race?
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Certainly, the Chinese race is not a unitary and homogeneous race. Even the so-called majority Han is not a pure ethnicity as it has already absorbed so much of the other ethnicity in the course of the long history of China.

One might even say that the various so-called minorities are not pure ethnicity as well. There is really no such thing as a pure human breed in the world today. We are all part of the long and continuing human genetic mixing and evolution.
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3. China's Story
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But whatever happened and however the events unfolded in China, the story of how this mighty multi-ethnic nation came to be established is truly amazing.

Indeed, how it managed to do this through all the turmoil it endured in the incredibly turbulent human history is a very interesting story that needs to be told.
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4. Chinese Prehistory
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Chinese civilization can be traced back up to 8,000 years ago (8tya) based on archaeological evidence and various forms of written records.
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5. Legendary History
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The earliest period of Chinese civilization is often attributed to the legendary “3 sovereigns and 5 emperors”:  

-The three sovereigns 三皇 were Fuxi伏羲, Nüwa 女媧, Shengnong神农 .

-The five emperors 五帝 were Huangdi黄帝, Zhuanxu颛顼, Diku帝喾, Tangyao唐尧, Yuexun虞舜 .

In this prehistory of China, there was the epic legendary struggle between Huangdi (黄帝 yellow emperor) and Yandi (炎帝 Fire emperor), so frequently recounted in later Chinese ancient literature. All this took place in northeast China, south of and near the mouth of the mighty Huanghe river (yellow river) which empties into Bohai Gulf of the Yellow Sea.

And as it was supposed to have happened, the combined forces of Huangdi and Yandi, known as the ancestral Chinese Yanhuang tribe, then proceeded to defeat and absorb its fierce rival Chiyu's 蚩尤 Jiuli tribe on its eastern flank, and thus completed the task of forming the first united empire of the Chinese.

Contemporaneously, south of the Yangtze River were the San Miao tribes and the Baiyue tribes. These were to eventually also become part of the empire.
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6. Archaeological Prehistoric China

[image: ]


Recent archaeological excavations in China have associated certain sites with the legendary history of China in that prehistoric era.

In particular, the large and impressive Taosi 陶寺 site near Linfen city, northeast of the Xiangfen county, in southern Shanxi province, north of the Yellow River, dating back to 2,300 BC, and part of the Longshan culture, is believed to be the capital of emperors Yao and Shun. On this site, there was even an ancient astronomical observatory.

Further north, nearer the left bank of the downstream loop of the Yellow River in Shaanxi near Shenmi city, Yulin, is another large contemporaneous site of a unique stone city called Shimao石峁, believed to be a rival state of possibly Xia.

Genetic testing indicated that Shimao people were from the earlier Yangshao culture of 5,000 BC in Henan to the west. Perhaps the Yangshao culture corresponded to the even earlier legendary time from Fuxi to Huangdi.

As for the relationship between Shimou and Taosi, there was archaeological evidence of serious violence at the Taosi site, which may be the result of the sacking of Taosi by the Shimao people.

If this was the correct interpretation, then the classical Chinese imperial history of the peaceful transition of imperial power from the trio of exceedingly wise and benevolent emperors from Yao to Shun, and then to Yu, may be a purely Confucian fabrication.

Was this the benevolent Confucian conspiracy to set high moral and governance standards for succeeding Chinese dynasties to emulate?
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7. Xia Dynasty 夏
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Xia Yu 夏禹 is said to be designated by the legendary emperor Shun as his successor for his monumental achievement in taming the great flood of China. This was said to be the start of the Xia dynasty. But archaeological evidence for Xia dynasty has been considered somewhat lacking for a long time.

However, the impressive Erlitou 二里头 archaeological site at Yanshi, western Henan, is now believed to be a Xia capital in Xia's mid or late stages. In addition, the 4,300 year-old stone city at Shimao is likely to be an earlier stage of Xia state.

It is interesting to note that the archaeological sites of Shimao, Taosi and Erlitou form a straight line from north to south across the middle stretch of Yellow River. On the other hand, Anyang, the later site of the Shang Yinxu of jiaguwen fame is to the east of Taosi.

The Xia tribe is said to be descended from the legendary emperor Zhuanxu, grandson of Huangdi, whose homeland is in the upper reaches of Ming river 岷江 in Sichuan.

Yu’s capital is said to be at Jinyang 晉陽 or Yicheng 翼城 in the south of Shanxi Province, near Xian.

More interestingly, the recently discovered enigmatic 3,500 year-old Sanxingdui culture in Chengdu, Sichuan, is now believed to be established by remnants of the Xia dynasty with the help of a local Baotun culture, after Xia's defeat by Shang.

The excavated ritual pits in Sanxingdui seem to indicate a tradition of smashing and burning of offerings, including precious bronze items and massive amounts of ivory, in funeral or praying rituals. It would seem that smashing and burning of offerings was their way of sending their gifts of precious items to their ancestors or to their gods. This is not really surprising because such acts are called making sacrifices and offerings.
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8. Recorded Chinese History
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The written history of China really started only from the Shang dynasty about 3,500 years ago with its remarkable oracle bones writing, or jiaguwen writing, made on cattle scapula bones and turtle plastron bottom shells.

This was when the lives of the tribal rulers and their people resolved around the many wars and battles between the dominant Shang people and the many neighboring tribes. And these events were recorded on the oracle bones in jiaguwen, especially the results of the many divining rituals performed by the priests and court officials of Shang.

From these voluminous records which were discovered in Henan's fabulous Anyang Yinxu sites, and from later classical writings, we have come to know about the various northern tribes of Guifang 鬼方, Tufang 土方, Xianyun 猃狁, Di, and Qiang that were rivalling and tussling with Shang for dominance on the central plains of China in that ancient time.

Tufang 土方, a particularly hostile tribe to Shang, lied in the northwest, was regularly mentioned in Shang divining records. Many Chinese scholars believe that Tufang was part of the remnants forces of the pre-Shang dynasty of Xia which Shang defeated and replaced.

Another hostile tribe to the west of Tufang was referred to in jiaguwen as 𢀛方. Some scholars believe it may be the ancient Xiongnu or Jie.

From archaeological findings of similar bronze weaponry, Guifang may well be part of the Seima-Turbino culture beyond the Altai Mountains to the west.

Jiaguwen records and later documents indicated that Guifang was successfully integrated into the Shang and Zhou
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