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To my mom, Shirley, and my dad, Doug—
 So much of who I am and what I strive to be
 is a reflection of your love, encouragement, and guidance.
 Thank you! With love, your youngest crumb-snatcher.
			
And a special thanks to the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
 Station # 1, McLean, Virginia—for your outstanding service
 to our community, and your enthusiastic help
 as I researched details of this book.
 —L.M.
			



To my most favorit-est people
 in the whole wide world:
 Katrin and Allister.
 —M.L.
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On a bright Monday morning, my teacher breezed in.
			



LET’S ALL
 MAKE A CIRCLE.
 IT’S TIME TO BEGIN.
			



She winked
 and then whispered,
 			



OUR FIELD TRIP’S TODAY!




The classroom erupted
 with shouts of
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WE’RE RIDING THE BUS
 TO THE BIG FIRE STATION,
 TO MEET FIREFIGHTERS
 AND SPOT, THEIR DALMATIAN.







[image: ]

Sophia leaned down and said,




YOU’RE COMING, TOO.
 YOU’RE OUR GINGERBREAD MAN—
 WE WOULDN’T LEAVE YOU!
			



JUST JUMP IN MY BACKPACK,
 I’LL GIVE YOU A RIDE.
 THERE’S A POCKET FOR YOU
 OVER HERE ON THE SIDE.
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The pocket was cozy.
 I peeked from the top.




The bus drove for miles,

then came to a stop.




In front of a building with shiny red doors
 stood two firefighters from Company Four.
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