
        
            
                
            
        


  Bucharest Tourist Guide (Ghid turistic Bucureşti)


  Bilingual English/Romanian Guide (Ghid bilingv engleză/română)


  Nicolae Sfetcu


  Published by (Publicat de): MultiMedia Publishing


  Copyright 2018 Nicolae Sfetcu


Copyright © 2018 Nicolae Sfetcu

Toate drepturile rezervate.

Publicat de MultiMedia Publishing, www.telework.ro.com/ro/editura

Text license (licența text): CC BY-SA 3.0


ISBN: 978-606-9041-93-2, DOI: 10.58679/TW41047

Prima ediție

DECLINARE DE RESPONSABILITATE: Având în vedere posibilitatea existenței erorii umane sau modificării conceptelor științifice, nici autorul, nici editorul și nicio altă parte implicată în pregătirea sau publicarea lucrării curente nu pot garanta în totalitate că toate aspectele sunt corecte, complete sau actuale, și își declină orice responsabilitate pentru orice eroare ori omisiune sau pentru rezultatele obținute din folosirea informațiilor conținute de această lucrare.

Cu excepția cazurilor specificate în această carte, nici autorul sau editorul, nici alți autori, contribuabili sau alți reprezentanți nu vor fi răspunzători pentru daunele rezultate din sau în legătură cu utilizarea acestei cărți. Aceasta este o declinare cuprinzătoare a răspunderii care se aplică tuturor daunelor de orice fel, incluzând (fără limitare) compensatorii; daune directe, indirecte sau consecvente, inclusiv pentru terțe părți.

Înțelegeți că această carte nu intenționează să înlocuiască consultarea cu un profesionist educațional, juridic sau financiar licențiat. Înainte de a o utiliza în orice mod, vă recomandăm să consultați un profesionist licențiat pentru a vă asigura că faceți ceea ce este mai bine pentru dvs.

Această carte oferă conținut referitor la subiecte educaționale. Utilizarea ei implică acceptarea acestei declinări de responsabilitate.

Copyright © 2018 Nicolae Sfetcu

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, or stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or othewise, without express written permission of the author.

Published by MultiMedia Publishing, Romania, www.telework.ro/en/publishing



ISBN: 978-606-9041-93-2, DOI: 10.58679/TW41047

First edition

DISCLAIMER: The author and publisher are providing this book and its contents on an “as is” basis and make no representations or warranties of any kind with respect to this book or its contents. The author and publisher disclaim all such representations and warranties for a particular purpose. In addition, the author and publisher do not represent or warrant that the information accessible via this book is accurate, complete or current.

Except as specifically stated in this book, neither the author or publisher, nor any authors, contributors, or other representatives will be liable for damages arising out of or in connection with the use of this book. This is a comprehensive limitation of liability that applies to all damages of any kind, including (without limitation) compensatory; direct, indirect or consequential damages, including for third parties.

You understand that this book is not intended as a substitute for consultation with a licensed, educational, legal or finance professional. Before you use it in any way, you will consult a licensed professional to ensure that you are doing what’s best for your situation.

This book provides content related to educational topics. As such, use of this book implies your acceptance of this disclaimer.


  Note


  Information is taken from public sources during the publication of the guide. Prices and other data are approximate.


  (Notă)


  Informaţiile sunt preluate din surse publice în perioada publicării ghidului. Preţurile şi alte date sunt orientative.


Bucharest
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  Bucharest is the capital municipality, cultural, industrial, and financial centre of Romania. It is the largest city in Romania and located in the southeast of the country, at 44°25′57″N 26°06′14″E, lies on the banks of the Dâmboviţa River, less than 70 km (43.5 mi) north of the Danube River.


  Bucharest is the primary entry point into Romania. Bucharest is a booming city with many large infrastructure projects changing the old face of the city. Known in the past as "The Little Paris," Bucharest has changed a lot lately, and today it has become a very interesting mix of old and new that has little to do with its former reputation. Finding a 300 year old church near a steel-and-glass tower that both sit next to a communist-style building is commonplace in Bucharest. Bucharest offers some excellent attractions, and has in recent years has cultivated a sophisticated, trendy, and modern sensibility that many have come to expect from a European capital. Bucharest has benefited from an economic boom along with the EU grants that have helped rebuild parts of the city, including the revamped old town. Those who have known Bucharest in the past but have not visited recently will be surprised by the changes that are taking place. The largest project finished at this time is the impressive Basarab overpass, which is Europe's widest cable bridge.


  [image: ] (Calea Victoriei, Sursa: Mihai Petre, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Hotel_Continental_-_Calea_Victoriei.jpg, CC Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Romania license)


  Bucharest was first mentioned in documents in 1459. It became the capital of Romania in 1862 and is the centre of Romanian media, culture and art. Its architecture is a mix of historical (neo-classical), interbellum (Bauhaus and art deco), communist-era and modern. In the period between the two World Wars, the city's elegant architecture and the sophistication of its elite earned Bucharest the nickname of "Little Paris" (Micul Paris). Although buildings and districts in the historic city centre were heavily damaged or destroyed by war, earthquakes, and above all Nicolae Ceauşescu's program of systematization, many survived. In recent years, the city has been experiencing an economic and cultural boom.


  According to 2011 census, 1,883,425 inhabitants live within the city limits, a decrease from the figure recorded at the 2002 census. The urban area extends beyond the limits of Bucharest proper and has a population of about 1.9 million people. Adding the satellite towns around the urban area, the proposed metropolitan area of Bucharest would have a population of 2.27 million people. According to Eurostat, Bucharest has a larger urban zone of 2,183,091 residents. According to unofficial data, the population is more than 3 million. Bucharest is the 6th largest city in the European Union by population within city limits, after London, Berlin, Madrid, Rome, and Paris.


  Economically, Bucharest is the most prosperous city in Romania and is one of the main industrial centres and transportation hubs of Eastern Europe. The city has big convention facilities, educational institutes, cultural venues, traditional "shopping arcades" and recreational areas.


  The city proper is administratively known as the "Municipality of Bucharest" (Municipiul Bucureşti), and has the same administrative level as that of a national county, being further subdivided into six sectors, each governed by a local mayor.


  Language


  Most younger educated people will speak English reasonably well and will likely be proficient in one or more second Romance languages; most educated people born before about 1970 will speak French, Spanish or Italian reasonably well. The Roma people (Gypsies) speak their native Romany, as well as Romanian, and sometimes English as well. Beyond that, as in any major city, there will be a smattering of other languages like Chinese, Arabic, Turkish, Hungarian and German.


  [image: ] (Lipscani Street, the heart of historic Bucharest, Sursa: CARPATHIANLAND, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Liscani_Street_3.jpg, CC Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic license)


  Climate


  Bucharest, like most of Romania, has a temperate-continental climate with hot summers and cold winters. This region of Romania gets all four seasons, although spring is brief and falls mainly in April. The average high daily temperature in summer is about 29°C and in winter about 2°C. It can get really hot and dry during the summer (30°C) and really cold during the winter (-20°C), even though temperatures below -12°C are extremely rare. Best time to visit is April through June, September through October and early December.


  Time


  Bucharest is in the Eastern European time zone (UTC+2, with a DST of UTC+3 from April to October).


  Demographics


  [image: ] (Dristor, Bucharest, Sursa: Bogdan, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Dristor,_Bucuresti_bgiu.jpg, CC Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license)


  Conform recensământului din 2011, 1.883.425 de locuitori trăiesc în limitele oraşului, o scădere faţă de cifra înregistrată la recensământul din 2002. Această scădere se datorează sporului natural scăzut, dar, de asemenea mutării locuitorilor din oraşul în sine în oraşele învecinate mici, cum ar Voluntari, Buftea sau Otopeni. Într-un studiu publicat de Organizaţia Naţiunilor Unite, Bucuresti se plasează pe locul 19 din 28 de oraşe care au înregistrat scăderi puternice în populaţie între 1990 şi mijlocul anilor 2010. Practic, populaţia a scăzut cu 3,77%.


  Populaţia oraşului, potrivit recensământului din 2002, era de 1.926.334 locuitori, sau 8,9% din populaţia totală a României. Un număr semnificativ de persoane fac naveta ăn oraş în fiecare zi, mai ales din judeţul Ilfov învecinat, însă statistici oficiale privind numărul lor nu există.


  Populaţia Bucureştiului a cunoscut două faze de creştere rapidă, primul început în secolul al 19-lea, când oraşul a fost declarat capitală naţională şi a durat până la al Doilea Război Mondial, iar a doua creştere în timpul anilor comunismului lui Nicolae Ceauşescu (1965-1989), când a fost lansată o masivă campanie de urbanizare şi mulţi oameni au migrat din mediul rural spre capitală. În această perioadă, sporul natural a fost de asemenea semnificativ şi datorită deciziei lui Nicolae Ceauşescu de a interzice avortul şi contracepţia.


  Aproximativ 96,6% din populaţia din Bucureşti sunt români. Alte grupuri etnice importante sunt romi, maghiari, evrei, turci, chinezi şi germani. Un număr relativ mic de bucuresteni sunt de origine greci, din America de Nord, francezi, armeni, lipoveni şi italieni. Unul dintre cartierele predominant greceşti a fost Vitan - unde a trăit şi o populaţie evreiască; aceasta din urmă fiind mai prezentă în Văcăreşti şi zonele din jurul Pieţei Unirii.


  În ceea ce priveşte apartenenţa religioasă, 96,1% din populaţie este ortodoxă, 1,2% romano-catolică, 0,5% musulmană şi 0,4% sunt români greco-catolici. În ciuda acestui fapt, doar 18% din populaţie, indiferent de religie, participă la un loc de cult o dată pe săptămână sau mai mult. Speranţa de viaţă a locuitorilor din Bucureşti în perioada 2003-2005 a fost de 74,14 ani, cu aproximativ 2 ani mai mare decât media românească. Speranţa de viaţă pentru femei a fost 77,41 ani, în comparaţie cu 70,57 ani pentru bărbaţi.


  Administration


  [image: ] (Bucharest City Hall near the Dâmboviţa River, Sursa: CristianChirita, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Dambovita_near_Ciurel_Bridge_in_Bucharest.jpg, CC Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license)


  Bucharest has a unique status in Romanian administration, since it is the only municipal area that is not part of a county. Its population, however, is larger than that of any other Romanian county, hence the power of the Bucharest General Municipality (Primăria Generală), which is the capital's local government body, is the same as any other Romanian County Council.


  The city government is headed by a general mayor (Primar General). Decisions are approved and discussed by the capital's General Council (Consiliu General) made up of 55 elected councilors. Furthermore, the city is divided into six administrative sectors (sectoare), each of which has their own 27-seat sectoral council, town hall and mayor. The powers of the local government over a certain area are therefore shared both by the Bucharest Municipality and the local sectoral councils with little or no overlapping of authority. The general rule is that the main Capital Municipality is responsible for citywide utilities such as the water and sewage system, the overall transport system and the main boulevards, while sectoral town halls manage the contact between individuals and the local government, secondary streets and parks maintenance, schools administration and cleaning services.


  The six sectors are numbered from one to six and are disposed radially so that each one has under its administration a certain area of the city centre. They are numbered clockwise and are further divided into sectoral quarters (cartiere) which are not part of the official administrative division:


  
    	Sector 1 (population 227,717): Dorobanţi, Băneasa, Aviaţiei, Pipera, Aviatorilor, Primăverii, Romană, Victoriei, Herăstrău Park, Bucureştii Noi, Dămăroaia, Strǎuleşti, Griviţa, 1 Mai, Băneasa Forest, Pajura, Domenii, Chibrit


    	Sector 2 (population 357,338): Pantelimon, Colentina, Iancului, Tei, Floreasca, Moşilor, Obor, Vatra Luminoasă, Fundeni, Plumbuita, Ștefan cel Mare, Baicului


    	Sector 3 (population 399,231): Vitan, Dudeşti, Titan, Centrul Civic, Dristor, Lipscani, Muncii, Unirii


    	Sector 4 (population 300,331): Berceni, Olteniţei, Giurgiului, Progresul, Văcăreşti, Timpuri Noi, Tineretului


    	Sector 5 (population 288,690): Rahova, Ferentari, Giurgiului, Cotroceni, 13 Septembrie, Dealul Spirii


    	Sector 6 (population 371,060): Giuleşti, Crângaşi, Drumul Taberei, Militari, Grozăveşti (also known as Regie), Ghencea

  


  Like all other local councils in Romania, the Bucharest sectoral councils, the capital's General Council and the mayors are elected every four years by the population. Additionally, Bucharest has a prefect, who is appointed by Romania's national government. The prefect is not allowed to be a member of a political party and his role is to represent the national government at the municipal level. The prefect is acting as a liaison official facilitating the implementation of National Development Plans and governing programs at local level.


  The Municipality of Bucharest, along with the surrounding Ilfov County and several other neighbouring counties are part of the Bucharest development region project, which is equivalent to NUTS-II regions in the European Union and is used both by the Union and the Romanian government for statistical analysis and regional development planning. The Bucharest development region is not, however, an administrative entity yet.


  Justice system


  [image: ] (The Palace of Justice viewed across the Dâmboviţa River, Sursa: Andreiscurei, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Palatul_Justi%C8%9Biei.jpg, CC Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Romania license)


  Bucharest's judicial system is similar to that of the Romanian counties. Each of the six sectors has its own local first instance court (judecătorie), while more serious cases are directed to the Bucharest Tribunal (Tribunalul Bucureşti), the city's municipal court. The Bucharest Court of Appeal (Curtea de Apel Bucureşti) judges appeals against decisions taken by first instance courts and tribunals in Bucharest and in five surrounding counties (Teleorman, Ialomiţa, Giurgiu, Călăraşi and Ilfov). Bucharest is also home to Romania's supreme court, the High Court of Cassation and Justice, as well as to the Constitutional Court of Romania.


  Bucharest has a municipal police force, the Bucharest Police (Poliţia Bucureşti), which is responsible for policing of crime within the whole city, and operates a number of divisions. The Bucharest Police are headquartered on Ștefan cel Mare Blvd. in the city centre, and at precincts throughout the city. From 2004 onwards, each Sector City Hall also has under its administration a Community Police force (Poliţia Comunitară), dealing with local community issues. Bucharest also houses the General Inspectorates of the Gendarmerie and the National Police.


  Crime


  Bucharest's crime rate is rather low in comparison to other European capital cities, with the number of total offenses declining by 51% between 2000 and 2004, and by 7% between 2012 and 2013. The violent crime rate in Bucharest remains very low, with 11 murders and 983 other violent offenses taking place in 2007. Although violent crimes fell by 13% in 2013 compared to 2012, there were 19 recorded murders (18 of which the suspects were arrested).


  Although in the 2000s, there were a number of police crackdowns on organized crime gangs, such as the Cămătaru clan, organized crime generally has little impact on public life. Petty crime, however, is more common, particularly in the form of pickpocketing, which occurs mainly on the city's public transport network. Confidence tricks were common in the 1990s, especially in regards to tourists, but the frequency of these incidents has since declined. However, in general, theft was reduced by 13.6% in 2013 compared to 2012. Levels of crime are higher in the southern districts of the city, particularly in Ferentari, a socially disadvantaged area.


  Although the presence of street children was a problem in Bucharest in the 1990s, their numbers have declined in recent years, now lying at or below the average of major European capital cities. A documentary called Children Underground depicted the life of Romanian street kids in 2001. There are still an estimated 1,000 street children in the city, some of whom engage in petty crime and begging.


  Quality of life


  [image: ] (Unirea Shopping Center in 2012, Sursa: Mihai Petre, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Piata_Unirii_-_Magazinul_Unirea_-_Noaptea.jpg, CC Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license)


  As stated by the Mercer international surveys for quality of life in cities around the world, Bucharest occupied the 94th place in 2001 and slipped lower, to the 108th place in 2009 and the 107th place in 2010. Compared to it, Vienna occupied No. 1 worldwide in 2011 and 2009. Budapest ranked 73rd (2010) and Sofia 114th (2010). Mercer Human Resource Consulting issues yearly a global ranking of the world's most livable cities based on 39 key quality-of-life issues. Among them: political stability, currency-exchange regulations, political and media censorship, school quality, housing, the environment, public safety. Mercer collects data worldwide, in 215 cities. The difficult situation of the quality of life in Bucharest is confirmed also by a vast urbanism study, done by the Ion Mincu University of Architecture and Urbanism.


  History


  [image: ] (Early 18th century woodcut (1717))


  First mentioned as the "Citadel of Bucureşti" in 1459, it became the residence of the famous Wallachian prince Vlad III the Impaler.


  The Ottomans appointed Greek administrators (Phanariotes) to run the town from the 18th century. A short-lived revolt initiated by Tudor Vladimirescu in 1821 led to the end of the rule of Constantinople Greeks in Bucharest.


  The Old Princely Court (Curtea Veche) was erected by Mircea Ciobanul in the mid-16th century. Under subsequent rulers, Bucharest was established as the summer residence of the royal court. During the years to come it competed with Târgovişte on the status of capital city after an increase in the importance of southern Muntenia brought about by the demands of the suzerain power – the Ottoman Empire.


  Bucharest became finally the permanent location of the Wallachian court after 1698 (starting with the reign of Constantin Brâncoveanu).


  Partly destroyed by natural disasters and rebuilt several times during the following 200 years, and hit by Caragea's plague in 1813–14, the city was wrested from Ottoman control and occupied at several intervals by the Habsburg Monarchy (1716, 1737, 1789) and Imperial Russia (three times between 1768 and 1806). It was placed under Russian administration between 1828 and the Crimean War, with an interlude during the Bucharest-centred 1848 Wallachian revolution. Later on an Austrian garrison took possession after the Russian departure (remaining in the city until March 1857). On 23 March 1847, a fire consumed about 2,000 buildings, destroying a third of the city.


  [image: ] (Bucharest in 1868, seen from Turnul Colţea)


  In 1862, after Wallachia and Moldavia were united to form the Principality of Romania, Bucharest became the new nation's capital city. In 1881, it became the political centre of the newly proclaimed Kingdom of Romania under King Carol I. During the second half of the 19th century the city's population increased dramatically, and a new period of urban development began. During this period, gas lighting, horse-drawn trams and limited electrification were introduced. The Dâmboviţa river was also massively channelled in 1883, thus putting a stop to previously endemic floods like the 1865 flooding of Bucharest. The Fortifications of Bucharest were built. The extravagant architecture and cosmopolitan high culture of this period won Bucharest the nickname of "Little Paris" (Micul Paris) of the east, with Calea Victoriei as its Champs-Élysées.


  [image: ] (St. Anton Square during 1900s)


  [image: ] (Bucharest around 1900)


  Between 6 December 1916 and November 1918, the city was occupied by German forces as a result of the Battle of Bucharest, with the official capital temporarily moved to Iaşi, in the Moldavia region. After World War I, Bucharest became the capital of Greater Romania. In the interwar years continued its urban development, with the city gaining an average of 30,000 new residents each year. Also, some of the city's main landmarks were built in this period, including Arcul de Triumf and Palatul Telefoanelor. However, the Great Depression took its toll on Bucharest's citizens, culminating in the Griviţa Strike of 1933.


  [image: ] (I.C. Brătianu Boulevard in the 1930s)


  In January 1941, the city was the scene of the Legionnaires' rebellion and Bucharest pogrom. As capital of an Axis country and a major transit point for Axis troops en route to the Eastern Front, Bucharest suffered heavy damage during World War II due to Allied bombings. On 23 August 1944 it was the site of the royal coup which brought Romania into the Allied camp, suffering a short period of Nazi Luftwaffe bombings as well as a failed attempt by German troops to regain
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