
Table of Contents

The Six Plus-Size Grant Writers : Book Two: Where Broken Places Meet Determined Faith (The Six-Plus Size Grant Writers Series, #2)

Faith, Favor, and Restoration

Court-Ordered Marriage Series

Preface Invitation

The Build-Vision Group.

Chapter One

The Build-Vision Group.

Chapter Two

Chapter Three

Chapter Four

Donald Develop.

Chapter Five

Chapter Six

Chapter Seven

Chapter Eight

Chapter Nine

Focused.

Chapter Ten

Chapter Eleven | Wise as Serpents

Matthew 10:16.

“Psalms 35.”

Veronica divided Psalms 35 into sections.

Psalms 35

According to Psalm 35:4

According to Psalm 35:7

According to Psalm 34:7

According to Psalm 35:28:

Chapter Twelve

Chapter Thirteen

Chapter Fourteen

Chapter Fifteen

Chapter Sixteen

“Seven hundred fifty thousand dollars in TREES.”

Title The Six Plus-Size Grant Writers: Book Three | Subtitle: We Ran out of Money

PHASE ONE — SOFT COSTS

PHASE ONE — HARD COSTS

PHASE ONE TOTAL ESTIMATE

Mission & Provision Scriptures

Scriptures for Funding & Provision

Scriptures for Open Doors & Favor

Scriptures for Mission Work & Outreach

Scriptures for Restoration & Community Building

Faith Declarations for Visionaries

Closing Scripture

Primary Scripture About Being “Sought Out”

Scriptures About God Remembering You

Scriptures About Being Called & Chosen

Scriptures About Favor & Recognition

Scriptures About Not Being Forgotten

Scriptures About Open Doors & Divine Connections

Scriptures About Restoration & Visibility

Scriptures About Being Lifted Up in Due Time

Short Faith Declarations Based on These Scriptures

For Opposition — Psalm 35:1

1890s Southern Recipes | 1. Anna Adams’ Cast-Iron Skillet Cornbread

2. Slow-Cooked Beef and Onion Stew

3. Feather Biscuits

4. Chicken and Dumplings

5. Molasses Ginger Cookies

6. Pinto Beans and Salt Pork

7. Southern Apple Stack Cake

8. Creamed Potatoes with Pepper Gravy

9. Wild Blackberry Cobbler

10. Ham Hock Vegetable Soup

How to Start A Farmers Market

Build It

A Prayer for Salvation

Your Identity in Christ

Daily Identity Declaration

What to Do After Accepting Salvation

Prayer for Healing

Remember This Truth

Book Club Questions:


The Plus Size Women’s Books™

TITLE PAGE

Book Title: The Plus – Size Six Grant Writers

Subtitle: Book Two: Where Broken Places Meet Determined Faith

Book Series: The Plus-Size Six Grant Writers Series-Book 2

Author: Cherry Hargrove

Published by The Plus Size Women’s Books™

​COPYRIGHT 

Title: The Plus – Size Six Grant Writers

© 2026 Cherry Hargrove
All rights reserved.
No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise—without prior written permission from the author, except for brief quotations used in reviews.

This is a work of historical fiction. Names, characters, places, and events are either products of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or to actual events is purely coincidental.

While this story is inspired by real historical conditions and social realities of the late nineteenth century, timelines, medical practices, and institutions have been adapted for narrative purposes.

Scripture quotations, where used, are from the Holy Bible unless otherwise noted.

Printed in the United States of America.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Faith, Favor, and Restoration
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In the name of Jesus Christ, I declare that God is the One who gives life to the dead and calls those things that are not as though they were (Romans 4:17). Therefore I believe that what God has promised will come into existence and be established according to His will.

When the Lord moves, systems and obstacles are shaken (Isaiah 19:1–2). Every barrier, resistance, and opposition loses its strength before Him.

The Lord goes before me and makes crooked places straight. He breaks gates of bronze and cuts through bars of iron (Isaiah 45:2–3). Every barrier that stands in the way of God’s purpose is removed.

I declare that no weapon formed against me will prosper (Isaiah 54:17). The work that God has begun will be protected and established by His power.

The Spirit of the Lord gives wisdom, understanding, counsel, and strength (Isaiah 11:2; Proverbs 8:14). God guides my decisions and directs my steps with divine wisdom.

The Lord lifts up the light of His countenance upon me (Psalm 4:6). His favor shines upon my life and upon the work He has given me to do.

God restores what was broken and rebuilds what was once devastated (Isaiah 61:4). What seemed lost will be renewed and strengthened according to His promise.

The appointed time of favor has come (Psalm 102:13). God arises to show mercy and bring progress where there was waiting.

The hearts of leaders and decision-makers are in the hand of the Lord, and He directs them according to His will (Proverbs 21:1).

With God all things are possible (Mark 10:27). His light rises and shines upon the work He has established (Isaiah 60:1).

Therefore I walk forward in faith, wisdom, and confidence, trusting that the Lord will complete the work He has begun and that His purposes will stand.
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Preface Invitation
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There are some dreams that arrive quietly.

Not with spotlights.
Not with wealthy investors.
Not with polished offices, famous last names, or overflowing bank accounts.
Sometimes a dream begins in a church basement with folding chairs, weak coffee, borrowed laptops, aching knees, overdue bills, and six people who simply refuse to stop believing God.

That is where this story begins.

The Six Plus-Size Grant Writers is more than a novel about grants, proposals, land, greenhouses, or community development. It is a story about ordinary people who dared to believe that broken places do not have to remain broken forever.

In a forgotten Alabama town filled with overgrown fields, abandoned lots, and weary people, six unlikely friends begin praying over land they cannot afford, buildings they do not own, and visions too large for human logic. They are laughed at by some, ignored by others, and underestimated by nearly everyone around them. Yet they continue writing proposals, studying possibilities, sketching dreams, and speaking hope over land most people have already discarded.

Their vision is not merely to make money.

Their vision is to build something that feeds people, restores dignity, creates gathering places, and gives families somewhere beautiful to breathe again.

They imagine greenhouses overflowing with produce and medicinal herbs. They imagine children laughing on playgrounds instead of sitting endlessly indoors. They imagine walking trails where exhausted mothers, seniors, and struggling families can find peace beneath trees and flowers. They imagine bakeries filled with warm bread, soup, cinnamon, and conversation. They imagine farmers markets where small entrepreneurs can finally have a place to begin. They imagine event spaces where communities celebrate weddings, graduations, concerts, prayer gatherings, and second chances.

Most importantly, they imagine forgotten land becoming useful again.

That idea sits at the very heart of this novel:
that restoration itself can give glory to God.
Throughout Scripture, God continually rebuilt broken places. He restored ruined cities, barren lands, weary people, and impossible situations. Gardens mattered to Him. Fields mattered to Him. Bread mattered to Him. Communities mattered to Him. Honest work mattered to Him.

This story asks a daring question:

What if faith was not only meant for church pews?
What if faith could also build greenhouses, trails, bakeries, gathering spaces, and opportunities?
What if a community could grow healthier while building wealth?
What if business and compassion could walk together?
What if prosperity could be tied to stewardship rather than greed?
What if land could become ministry without losing sustainability?
The six grant writers in this novel slowly discover that wealth is not evil when it is used to restore, employ, nourish, teach, heal, and uplift others. They learn that provision can flow through ideas, partnerships, agriculture, creativity, and courage. They discover that small beginnings still matter.

A greenhouse may begin with a single seed.
A bakery may begin with one recipe.
A trail may begin with one cleared path.
A movement may begin with one prayer.
This novel was written to encourage dreamers, builders, prayer warriors, community organizers, gardeners, nonprofit leaders, farmers market visionaries, and everyday people who still believe their town, neighborhood, or community can become something beautiful again.

Perhaps while reading these pages, you may begin imagining your own:

	greenhouse village, 

	community bakery, 

	farmers market, 

	walking trail, 

	gathering space, 

	children’s park, 

	teaching garden, 

	event venue, 

	or restored piece of land. 


Perhaps you will begin seeing that business can serve people instead of exploiting them.
Perhaps you will realize that beauty itself can heal communities.
Perhaps you will remember that abandoned places are not always forgotten places.
And perhaps, like the six plus-size grant writers, you may begin believing that even impossible visions can start with faith, persistence, prayer, and one determined “yes.”

Because sometimes the greatest miracles do not begin with abundance.

Sometimes they begin with six people sitting around a folding table saying,
“What if we build anyway?”
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The Build-Vision Group.
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The group consisted of three men with the last name Build and three women with the last name Vision, though none of them were related by blood. Mercy Grove often joked that if the Builds ever married the Visions, their children would probably come out holding blueprints and grant applications.

The Builds and Visions were all between thirty and thirty-two years old, all deeply plus size, all visibly larger than most people around them, and all painfully aware they never quite fit into the polished social circles in town. The women from the Mercy Grove Beautification Committee wore pressed linen outfits and tiny salads for lunch while staring at the Build-Vision Group as though biscuits themselves were a criminal offense.

But the Build-Vision Group loved food, loved laughter, loved Jesus, and loved the dream sitting inside their hearts even more.

Bishop Build, thirty-two, white broad-shouldered and deeply heavyset, worked construction during the day and somehow still carried himself like a gentle preacher. He had calm eyes, slow speech, and work boots permanently coated in Alabama dirt. When Bishop walked into rooms, folding chairs quietly reconsidered their future.

Bennett Build, thirty-one, black, large around the middle and loud around the mouth, worked estimates and repairs for their tiny construction business. He joked constantly, partly because he enjoyed making people laugh and partly because silence gave his worries too much room to breathe.

Boone Build, thirty, Native American, thick-bearded and powerfully built, preferred wood, tools, and quiet over unnecessary conversation. He could stare at a piece of land for twenty minutes and somehow see fences, walking trails, greenhouses, and drainage systems nobody else noticed.

Then came the women.

Victoria Vision, thirty-two, Black, plus size with bright eyes and a voice that could calm children or straighten grown men depending on the situation, worked as a school aide and church youth helper. She loved children fiercely and believed Mercy Grove needed safer places for them to gather than parking lots and street corners.

Valerie Vision, thirty-one, white, soft-faced and heavily built with flour almost always somewhere on her clothing, worked in a small bakery outside town. Valerie could bake pound cakes powerful enough to restore marriages and peach cobblers capable of starting church arguments.

Finally there was Veronica Vision, thirty, Mexican, proudly plus size and strong from years of farm labor, who sold produce beside her family’s roadside stand. Veronica understood crops, soil, weeds, irrigation, and hard work better than most people understood their own relatives.
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Chapter One
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What Happened Before: Book One

The Story So Far in The Six Plus-Size Grant Writers: They Acquired the Land

Mercy Grove, Alabama, had become the kind of forgotten Southern town people mostly drove through instead of stopping in. Empty storefronts lined portions of downtown, weeds swallowed abandoned lots, and old conversations about “better days” floated through the town more often than actual progress. Yet beneath the aging brick walls of New Mercy Fellowship Church, six unlikely friends had gathered every Thursday night for a year around a folding table covered with handwritten notes, proposal drafts, honey buns, borrowed laptops, and dreams far too large for their current bank accounts. 

They called themselves:
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The Build-Vision Group.
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Three men carried the last name Build.
Three women carried the last name Vision.
None of them were related by blood, but over time they became something very close to family.
Bishop Build, the calm and steady white construction worker with preacher-like wisdom, became the quiet anchor of the group. Bennett Build, black, funny, loud, and constantly worried about budgets and collapsing folding chairs, somehow kept everybody laughing even during difficult moments. Boone Build, the quiet Native American carpenter, possessed the strange ability to stare across broken land and already see trails, fences, drainage systems, and future buildings nobody else could yet imagine. 

Then came the women.

Victoria Vision, a black school aide with a deep love for children and families, dreamed of safer community spaces where young people could gather. Valerie Vision, a gifted white baker with flour almost permanently attached to her clothing, imagined bakeries, warm bread, cinnamon rolls, soup kitchens, and culinary teaching spaces filled with life and conversation. Veronica Vision, Mexican, strong from years of produce work and farming knowledge, carried visions of greenhouse rows overflowing with herbs, vegetables, flowers, and opportunity for struggling families. 

Together the six friends shared one enormous vision:
to transform twenty abandoned acres on the edge of Mercy Grove into a place of restoration.
They imagined:
commercial greenhouses,
walking trails,
adult exercise areas,
children’s playgrounds,
community festivals,
farmers markets,
entrepreneur kiosks,
a bakery,
a culinary teaching center,
and gathering places where ordinary people could breathe, work, laugh, heal, and build something meaningful again. 
The land belonged to elderly Deacon Amos Peavy, a longtime member of New Mercy Fellowship Church whose health had slowly begun declining. While others simply saw overgrown acreage, the Build-Vision Group saw possibility. 

The only problem was:
they had almost no money.
Still, week after week for a year they gathered beneath fluorescent church basement lights praying, organizing ideas, studying possibilities, obtaining necessary nonprofit certifications, writing grant proposals even before they fully understood the process themselves. They researched nonprofit development, agriculture programs, community projects, and funding opportunities while learning everything one difficult step at a time. 

During one of their earliest major moments together, the six friends with permission, walked the desired twenty-acre property for the first time.

The land looked rough.

Tall weeds.
Broken fencing.
Mud.
Overgrowth.
Hidden holes.
And enough suspicious movement in the grass to make Valerie temporarily reconsider her commitment to outdoor ministry.
Yet while walking the property, something began changing inside them.

Valerie suddenly saw the bakery.
Boone saw greenhouse rows.
Victoria saw playgrounds filled with children.
Veronica saw produce stands and flowers.
Bennett slowly stopped seeing only weeds and began imagining entrepreneur kiosks and crowded market days.
And Bishop saw community life returning to Mercy Grove itself. 
There, in the middle of abandoned land, the six knelt together in the dirt and prayed over property they could not yet afford. And while they prayed, the impossible somehow began feeling possible. [image: ]

Soon afterward, the vision became organized enough to receive an official name:
The Build-Vision Community Development Project. 
The group slowly began outlining categories for the future project:
greenhouse agriculture,
community wellness,
walking trails,
small business opportunities,
bakery development,
and family-centered gathering spaces. 
But perhaps the greatest unexpected blessing arrived through an elderly woman in Mercy Grove named Anna.

Anna Adams  was white, plus size, moderately wealthy, and lived quietly in a small mansion in town surrounded by memories, old furniture, and shelves overflowing with culinary books collected throughout her lifetime. She listened carefully to the Build-Vision Group’s dream from her housekeeper and became deeply moved by the idea of creating a culinary library where future generations could learn baking, cooking, hospitality, and food traditions together.

Anna offered something nobody expected.

She agreed to provide twenty-five thousand dollars toward the purchase of the land in exchange for one promise:
that the future project would include a culinary library where she could eventually donate her treasured collection of culinary books for the community. That moment changed everything for the Build-Vision Group. For the first time, the vision no longer felt like only prayer and sketches on paper.
Now provision had begun appearing.
Then additional support slowly followed.

Mr. Nathan FeatherEagle, a businessman’s company connected to a building beside the vacant property, became interested in the vision and contributed ten thousand dollars toward the project. Several smaller local businesses and supporters added another combined six thousand dollars, quietly encouraging the six friends to continue moving forward even when the task still appeared enormous.

The Build-Vision Group remained stunned that anybody believed in them at all.

Because most during that year of meeting, they felt like six tired church friends meeting beneath a basement ceiling with folding chairs, homemade snacks, handwritten notes, with more faith than experience.

Yet little by little, the project continued growing.

The church mothers discussed it.
People around town began hearing about the greenhouse vision.
Conversations about walking trails, bakeries, produce markets, and children’s spaces slowly spread through Mercy Grove. 
Meanwhile, the six friends continued learning how to work together despite their fears.

They learned how to pray together before making decisions.
How to encourage one another during discouragement.
How to laugh during pressure.
How to believe God before visible evidence appeared.
And how to continue building the vision before the funding fully arrived. 
Most importantly, they learned that restoration was not merely about buildings.

It was about people.

It was about turning forgotten land into useful land again.
Turning abandoned places into gathering places.
Turning ideas into opportunities.
Turning prayer into action.
And by the end of The Six Plus Size Grant Writers -Book One, and Book Two, through faith, sacrifice, unexpected provision, community support, and determination stronger than their fears...

the Build-Vision Group accomplished what once seemed impossible.

They acquired the land. 

But ownership was only the beginning.

Because now six ordinary friends stood holding twenty acres of responsibility, unfinished plans, growing expectations, and a vision much larger than themselves.

And somewhere deep inside each of them lingered the same question:

Now that they finally possessed the land...how were they going to build it?

Unbeknownst to the group, others with their evil agendas, now became interested in it also.

Their journey continues in:

The Six Plus Size Writers: Book 3:

Subtitle: We Ran out of Money
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