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Welp, I need a nap! Sweet dreams, Opal!

Crowds of critters wear me Sleep tight! We'll meet back up

out. Catch ya later, friends! later for the Gophers’
pizza party!

I may not be a musician like the mega-cool trash
cats of The Moonlight Marauders, but wouldn’t it
be cool if I had SOME tdlent or skill I could use
to make the world a better place? Somehow...
for someone... but what could it be? *yawn*
Maybe something will come fo me in my dreams...

T must be the luckiest possum
in the world. I have the best
friends, a cozy place to nap and
sweet tunes to sing while I drift
off fo sleep.
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CASITE OF CHARACTERS

Opal Opossum

At first glance, Opal seems like a shy loner type, but
behind her anxious facade, there are big dreams and
aspirations! With the right support, she can and will do
great things. Opal loves her friends, Albin and Essie, but
she sometimes needs fo recharge her batteries with a
little snooze on her favorite trash heap

Essie Skunk

E=sie hes madiberntuaves andiis hiohly motivated-to get
o the bottom of the green faco mystery. If only she can
keep her friends on track, they just might make some
progress. She has the best of infentions, but still gets
caught up in distractions with Opal and Albin.

Albin Ferret

Albin is the slightly. goofy comic relief of the group. He'll
be the first fo go off on a wild tangent, but definitely not
the one to bring things back fo reality. He's clever and a
lite competifive.

Fairy Godpossum

Opal's Fairy Godpossum is shrouded in mystery, but if you
look closely, there are many clues that can help form an
idea of what they might be like. Somehow this enigmatic
figure has been pulling a lot of strings throughout the
story, but many questions remain!

Cecil B. Python

el e e b eehcend by
irresponsible “collector” from an even more reprehensible
trafficker when he was a tiny snakeling. He was

happy. But then he grew too large fo be cute and the
e e v e e e e
unceremoniously in the middle of a scary, unfamiliar
swamp. He suffers from deep-seated abandonment issues
and longs for companionship, but has had a hard time
getting along with the folks in Cosmic Bog because his
hugs are a little too tight and last just a little too long for
comfort.

Raccoon Twins: Ricky and Rocco

R R e e et o thouch they llook
the same, you may notice that one seems to do dll the
talking and the other echoes... But don't be fooled! He
doesn’t echo his brother because he has nothing to say,
he just communicates differently. The twins are sorely
lacking in positive role models and are easily influenced
N I o oer-crowing
bellies. They give in to every impulse, always. They think
e e A A U e qaingstos

Gophers

The gophers keep the socidl side of Cosmic Bog hopping!
D ke R heky blame
them for resenting anyone who fries fo get in the way of
e L e el ot perhs
i i e el i i e i it
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Can you believe Now that I have I¥s almost like
somebody just tossed these, I can go fo dll someone left them
these fantabulous the concerts I want there for me on
sunglasses AND in comfort and style. purpose...
headphones in the

trash?

Thanks for inviting us, Opall That
“Trash Candy” song is my new fave!

Happy fo help! I can only put a
Thanks for holding our stuff! few smdll things in there, but it

does come in handy!

I knew you would love that one, Essie!
Which song was your favorite, Albin? Bolh solid 4esl

T think it's a tie between
“Trash Cat Blues” and
“Asleep by Sunrise.”

Your pouch is so much more
convenient than a backpack!






OEBPS/image/QP1_5.jpg
Tonight only! The Moonlight Marauders play for a sold-

out crowd in their homewoods, Cosmic Bog!

The Moonlight Marauders are famous in forests across
North America for their clever; subversive lyrics, rich
harmonies, and their especially memorable power ballads.
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For Azélie & Ulysse, my little superheroes.

Quantum thanks to Katie Dailey for being my trusty sidekick.
—99

For my Raccoon. And dlso for my cat, who can’t read.
—pm

o
s

Quantum Possum™: The Cosmic Taco of Possumbilifies
Second Edition

Published by Moonflower Press, 2026

Copyright © 2024 Gina Gallois and Moonflower Press

Printed in China

Tllustrations: Possum Mood

Publishing and Design Services: MelindaMartin.me
Editor: Lor Bingham

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or used in any manner
whatsoever without the express written permission of the publisher except for the use
of brief quotations in a book review.

This is an AL-free book. Al fext, art, and design were created by humans for
humans. The art and fext of this book are under copyright protection and may not be
used fo train AT models.

For permission requests, contact Moonflower Press atMoonflowerpress.com

ISBN-13: 478-I-454322-37-0 Paperback; 478-1-A54322-39-4 Ebook

Moonflower Press LLC
Aflanta, Georgia

Before you read...

Are youlhydiatede
Got a crunchy snack?
Your squeeziest stuffy?
A fuzzy blanket?

Find a comfy position and don't forget, there’s a glossary on
page 112 to help you out with some of the trickier vocabulary
words you will see in this story.

You can also meet our cast of characters on the next page if you
would like to get to know them before you read their exploits.

Each chapter includes a movement break. You may get tired of
sitting in the same position. You may get the wiggles and need to
move. Have a quick stretch to refocus your mind and body before
the next chapter.

Adventure awaits...

Happy reading!
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Sounds like it's time for a

snackie! Smells like it foo!

*grumble, gromble*

(200 decibels)

A fresh crispy taco with galactic
green salsa right here in my

Qooohhh! What's that? favorite trash pile? Nothing
strange about that! YUM!

What a lucky find! Tt Come to think of it, there
is just a little strange aren’t even any tfaco places
though... Could this faco be around here... Maybe this

oo good to be true? faco is just a *little® sus...

But then again, I've got guts of steel! When do I ever pass up a
free meal? What could go wrong? Down the hatch!
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OPOSSUM

Common Name
Virginia Opossum

Phylum Chordata
Class Mammdlia
Order Didelphimorphia
Family Didelphidae
Genus Didelphis

Species virginiana

Collective Noun
passel

Opossums are omnivores. They eat fruit,
veggies, berries, cockroaches, snakes,
other small animals, and carrion. One
opossum can eat thousands of ticks each
yean, helping fo control the spread of
Lyme disease.

The Virginia opossum is the only species
of marsupial native fo the United States
and Canada.

Opossums are nocturnal but mothers
with hungry babies may be seen
searching for food during the day.

Male opossums are called jacks, females
are called jills, and babies are called
Jjoeys.

Mother opossums have up to I3 joeys in
a litter and up 1o three litters in a year.
Joeys go everywhere with their mother
until they are ready fo be on their own.
Adult opossums are solitary.

When frightened, opossums show their
teeth but rarely bite. They may faint
from fear, or “play dead,” so predators
will leave them dlone. They are gentle
animdls.

Thanks fo their low body temperature,
opossums are immune fo rabies. They
are dlso immune to most snake venom.

Opossums have an opposable, clawless
big foe on their hind feet called a hallux
that works like a thumb and helps them
climb.

Opossums have a prehensile tail adapted
for grasping, climbing, maintaining
balance, and gathering leaves for
bedding. An opossum can only hang from
its tail for a short time and does not
sleep in this position.

. » . 'y . . - *
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Wow, that t filling.
I onhatdos o FIDGET BREAK

Naps are amazing, but it's time to wake up!
Take a deep breath in for a count of three

and then out for a count of three. You can

raise and lower your arms with your breaths
too if you like.
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Moonuioet

Masnopezs

T & grect heumminglsed of el three friends attend fier
first rock ‘n roll concert together.

Opal Opossum, Albin Ferret and Essie Skunk walk home
from their first Moorlight Marauders concert. Ears ringing,
hearts singing, they are happy and exhausted.

What a show!

That concert was awesome possum!

What??7?

Opal - you can take off your headphones now!

Oh! right... Ha ha! T always forget I have
them on. It was so loud and bright!






