
[image: Cover]


The Complete Helen Reddy Illustrated Discography

[image: image]

Daniel Selby


The Complete Helen Reddy Illustrated Discography

©2021 Daniel Selby / BearManor Media. All Rights Reserved.

All photographs / illustrations are copyright of their respective owners, and are reproduced here in the spirit of publicity. While we have made every effort to acknowledge photograph credits where available, we apologize for any and all omissions, and will make every effort to make any appropriate changes in future editions of this book if necessary. Some photos and print ads are of lesser quality than desired but are all that is currently available of them. Print ads were mostly printed on newsprint which does not yield a quality scan, but are included here for the historical merit.

No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher or author, except in the case of a reviewer, who may quote brief passages embodied in critical articles or in a review.

Note: Many foreign 45 releases were issued with the same catalog # and picture sleeves for different countries, especially neighboring. Also some were re–issued with a different design / number at a later time. Not all are presented here. Nor are all Greatest Hits, Best Of or similar compilation albums documented. Album release dates, recording dates and other information researched through Billboard and Cashbox magazines / websites, press releases and Capitol Records archives. I have not listed all chart statistics for every release. In addition release dates will tend to be U.S. dates and foreign dates may differ, unless it is a foreign only release of course. Not all re-issues (single or LP) are listed. I have strived to be as accurate as possible, but occasionally mistakes make it through. If found, please send corrections (with sources) to me through: bookwriter@gmail.com.

Published in the USA and abroad by:

[image: image]

www.bearmanor–digital.myshopify.com/

Cover Layout & Interior Design:

From Design to Done Graphics / Daniel Selby

ISBN: 978-1-62933-783-8


Special Thanks

First, I would like to thank Helen Reddy. A person who was so giving of herself when I was around her. A person who gave so much to the world of music and loved sharing her talent. Someone who was also fiercely determined to succeed, “can't” was never part of her vocabulary. When we last met in Des Moines, Iowa in 2010 I asked her about critics and people who didn't like her. “Oh honey, you can't worry about those people,” she said during dinner, “If all they can do is find your supposed faults, you're better off ignoring them! There will always be some people who won't like anything you do! Don't listen to critics… who are they after all? You need to simply do the best you possibly can and then forget it. Never worry about what reviews or critics say, good or bad. If you're happy with what you've done then that is all that matters!” Well, I am happy with this book and while Helen did not live to see it finished I think she would have been happy with it as well. I had presented her with a smaller, less elaborate Helen Reddy discography book some years ago and she was tickled. She loved history. I am thankful she left such a legacy of music for us to continue to enjoy. I love and miss you Helen!

To Allan for always supporting me and my writing and other creative projects. Also for all the love the last 34 years.

Thank you to worldradiohistory.com/ for all the back copies of Billboard, Cashbox, Record World and other industry magazines that helped tremendously with research of chart placement, sales, release dates, recording dates, studios used, reviews and interview quotes.


Helen…

I am terribly saddened over the fact that Helen suffered with dementia, a horrible disease that my mother now suffers with. The fact that Helen may have lost the ability to remember all she accomplished with her music is heartbreaking. Yet, I am joyful in the fact that she has left us with her music. Those magnetic pulses left on studio tape have brought so many people happiness the world over. Some will like this book, some will not. But as Helen told me about critics; “Oh honey, you can't worry about those people…” so I won't. I am happy with this book and I did the best I could, which Helen also said is the best you can do. It is with those thoughts that I dedicate this book to the one who made it possible; Helen Reddy.

[image: image]

Helen with the author on November 16, 2010 in Des Moines, Iowa. Helen had come to give a speech and this photo was taken after the dinner beforehand. She asked that I get close to her and that my agent try to crop out our dinner dishes! When she had time Helen enjoyed walking around cities that she visited and several of us walked around downtown Des Moines ahead of the dinner and her speech. I have my agent to thank for setting this up and for taking the photo after dinner. I asked Helen a lot about her career and her records. She signed an album for me that night. A wonderful person who never lost her inner or outer beauty!


A Little About

Helen Reddy

Helen Maxine Reddy was born into a well-known Australian show-business family on October 25, 1941 in Melbourne. Her mother was actress, singer, and dancer Stella Campbell (née Lamond) (born March 12, 1909 in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, died July 5, 1973 in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia) and father, writer, producer, and actor Maxwell David “Max” Reddy (born 1914 in Melbourne, Victoria, died on September 13, 1973). Her mother was known to perform often at the Majestic Theatre in Sydney but was perhaps best known as a regular cast member on the television programs Homicide (1964), Bellbird (1967) and Country Town (1971). Helen also had a half-sister Toni Lamond who was a professional singer.

At the young age of four, Helen joined her parents on the Australian vaudeville tours, singing and dancing; she recalled: “It was instilled in me: You will be a star. So between the ages of 12 and 17, I got rebellious and decided this was not for me. I was going to be a housewife and mother.” At age 12, due to her parents' constant touring nationwide as well as their increasing arguments, Helen went to live with her paternal aunt, Helen “Nell” Reddy “… who was her namesake as well as someone she looked up to. Her aunt gave Helen the stability, a sense of morality, and the strength she would need for her future as a singer-songwriter who motivated women. The young Helen's teen revolt in favor of domesticity culminated in the marriage to Kenneth Claude Weate, a considerably older musician and family friend. The marriage did produce a daughter, but unfortunately the union did not fare well and the couple divorced. Helen now found herself a single mother in need of income. So, to support herself and daughter Traci, she revitalize her performing career, concentrating on singing. She sang everywhere— on radio and television, eventually winning the top prize in a talent contest on the Australian show Bandstand, the prize being a trip to New York City to cut a single for Mercury Records and some cash. Upon arrival in New York in 1966, Helen was advised that her prize was only the chance to try out for the label and that Mercury considered the Bandstand footage to be her audition, which they deemed unsatisfactory. Though having only $200 and a return ticket to Australia, Helen decided to remain in the United States with 3-year-old Traci and pursue a singing career. Can't was not in her vocabulary.

Regrettably her lack of a work permit made it difficult to get singing jobs in the US, and she was forced to make trips back and forth to Canada, which did not require work permits for citizens of Commonwealth countries, in order to make some money. In 1967, Martin St. James, an Australian stage hypnotist that she had met and befriended while in New York City, threw Helen a party with an admission price of $5 to enable Helen, who was down to her last $12, to be able to pay her rent. At this social occasion, Helen met her future manager and husband, Jeff Wald, a 22-year-old secretary at the William Morris Agency, who had crashed the affair. Helen told People Magazine in 1975; “Jeff didn't pay the five dollars, but it was love at first sight.”

Jeff has stated that he and Helen married three days after meeting, (though Helen refutes this saying she was still legally married to Kenneth), and along with daughter Traci, the couple moved into the Hotel Albert in Greenwich Village. Helen later said that she married Jeff out of desperation over her inability to work and live in the United States. According to New York Magazine, Jeff was fired from the William Morris Agency soon after having met Helen, and so Helen supported them for six months doing $35-a-night hospital and charity benefit shows. Helen has said about the time, “When we did eat, it was spaghetti, and we spent what little extra money we had on cockroach spray.” In September of 1967 they left New York for Chicago and Jeff landed a job as talent coordinator at Mister Kelly's. While in Chicago, Helen gained a reputation for singing in the local lounges, including Mister Kelly's, and in 1968 she landed a deal with Fontana Records, a division of major Chicago-based label Mercury Records. Her first single, “One Way Ticket,” on Fontana was not a US hit, but it did give Helen her first appearance on any chart— it peaked at number 83 in her native Australia.

The following year, 1969, Jeff moved Helen and Traci to Los Angeles, where
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