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          This book is dedicated first and highest to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, whose precious blood was shed for sinners, whose suffering was borne in love, and whose sacrifice opened the way to God. He alone is worthy of every word, every page, every song, every surrendered heart, and every crown that shall ever be laid at His feet.

          To every weary soul who has tried to cover shame with fig leaves, carry guilt with trembling hands, or find peace apart from the blood, may these pages point you again to the Lamb who was slain. May you behold Him wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities, silent before His accusers, faithful in the garden, finished at the cross, risen in glory, and worthy upon the throne forever.

          And to every preacher, teacher, missionary, soul-winner, and servant of God who still believes that the blood of Jesus Christ is the only hope for a lost and dying world, may this book strengthen your voice, stir your heart, and renew your burden to cry with holy urgency, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”

          May all honour, glory, praise, and worship be given to the Lamb who loved us, gave Himself for us, redeemed us by His blood, and shall reign forever and ever.

    

  


  
    
      Revelation 5:12 “Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.”

      

      
        
        “Before the foundation of the world, mercy had a Lamb. Before the sinner could cover his shame, God had a sacrifice. Before the blood was seen on the door, Heaven had already appointed the Substitute. Before the cross was raised on earth, redemption was settled in the heart of God. He was promised in the garden. He was pictured on the mountain. He was revealed by the river. He surrendered in the garden. He was slain at the cross. He is worshipped upon the throne. The Lamb was slain, the blood was shed, the way was opened, and the song of Heaven shall never cease: Worthy is the Lamb.”
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            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
          There are some truths the heart should never hurry past. The sacrifice of Jesus Christ is one of them. In a world that often wants religion without repentance, comfort without conviction, and forgiveness without blood, we must be brought back again to the Lamb who was slain. The cross is not a small doctrine tucked away in Christian language; it is the very heart of redemption. Without the Lamb, there is no covering for shame, no substitute for the guilty, no blood upon the door, no remission of sins, no opened way to God, and no song of Heaven declaring, “Worthy is the Lamb.”

          This book was written to help the reader behold Jesus Christ not merely as a historical figure, a moral teacher, or a distant religious symbol, but as the Lamb of God whose precious blood was shed for sinners. From the first shadow of sacrifice in the garden to the worship of the Lamb in Revelation, every page is meant to draw the soul closer to the wonder of His suffering, the depth of His love, and the power of His saving blood. The Scriptures do not treat the blood lightly, and neither should we. Heaven does not grow tired of the Lamb, and neither should the redeemed heart.

          As you read these chapters, do not rush. Stand in the garden and feel the shame of sin. Climb the mountain and hear Isaac ask, “Where is the lamb?” Look at the blood upon the door in Egypt. Watch the scapegoat bear away the iniquities of the people. Hear Isaiah speak of the wounded Servant. Stand by the river as John cries, “Behold the Lamb of God.” Sit at the table where Christ speaks of His blood. Enter the garden where He surrenders. Kneel at the cross where He cries, “It is finished.” Then lift your eyes to Heaven and hear the anthem that shall never end.

          May this book deepen your gratitude, strengthen your faith, humble your heart, and renew your worship. May it remind the weary believer that the blood is still precious, the sacrifice is still sufficient, and the Lamb is still worthy. May it call the lost sinner to stop hiding behind fig leaves and come to the only Saviour who can take away sin. And may every reader finish these pages with one truth burning in the soul: Jesus Christ, the Lamb who was slain, is worthy forever.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      There are scenes in Scripture where eternity seems to stand still, where heaven draws back the veil and lets sinful man behold the holy mystery of redemption. Among them all, none is more sacred, more sorrowful, or more saving than the sight of the Lamb who was slain. Before there was a manger in Bethlehem, before there was a cross on Calvary, before there was an empty tomb in a garden, there was a divine purpose in the heart of God. The Lord Jesus Christ came not merely to teach, heal, comfort, and lead, but to suffer, bleed, and die for sinners.

      This book is an invitation to behold Him. Not casually. Not coldly. Not as a distant religious figure painted on the walls of history, but as the spotless Lamb of God, wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities. His sacrifice was not an accident of hatred, but the fulfillment of holy love. His suffering was not weakness, but willing obedience. His blood was not the tragic end of a good man, but the precious ransom of a guilty world.

      Every soul must come to Calvary. There we see the cost of sin, the depth of mercy, the holiness of God, and the love that would not let us perish. The cross reveals what man deserved, what Christ endured, and what grace provided. It humbles the proud, softens the broken, awakens the careless, and comforts the redeemed.

      May these pages lead your heart to worship more deeply, repent more sincerely, love more fervently, and rejoice more fully in the Lamb who was slain. For the blood that flowed from His wounds still speaks, still cleanses, still saves, and still cries out with everlasting victory.
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          This book was born from a desire to slow the heart down long enough to behold the Lord Jesus Christ as the Lamb who was slain. In a hurried world, even sacred truths can become familiar phrases. We can speak of the blood, the cross, the sacrifice, and the Lamb, yet fail to feel the wonder of what those words truly mean. The suffering of Christ must never become a cold doctrine to be handled without tears, gratitude, repentance, and worship. The blood of Jesus Christ is not a side note in the Christian faith; it is the crimson center of redemption.

          From Genesis to Revelation, the Scriptures declare that sinners cannot cover themselves, redeem themselves, cleanse themselves, or open their own way to God. Man’s fig leaves fail. Man’s strength falls short. Man’s religion cannot remove guilt. Man’s tears cannot purchase remission. God Himself must provide the Lamb. That truth runs like a scarlet thread through the Word of God until it reaches the cross, where Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, sheds His precious blood for sinners and cries, “It is finished.”

          The chapters that follow are written to help the reader behold that Lamb with renewed awe. We will see sacrifice pictured in the garden, provision on the mountain, blood on the door, substitution in the law, suffering in the prophet’s vision, revelation by the river, surrender in the garden, victory at the cross, redemption in the blood, and worship around the throne. Each passage points the soul away from self and toward Christ. Each scene reminds us that sin is serious, judgment is real, mercy is costly, and the Lamb is worthy.

          My prayer is that this book will deepen the believer’s love for the Saviour, awaken fresh gratitude for His blood, and stir a holy burden for souls who have never come beneath the shelter of His sacrifice. May every page lead the heart to worship, every chapter lift the eyes to Christ, and every truth press upon the soul this eternal confession: “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.”
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            THE LAMB PROMISED IN THE GARDEN

          

        

      

    

    
      Genesis chapter 3 is the chapter where innocence was wounded, fellowship was broken, shame was born, and death first cast its shadow across the human story. The garden that had known only the goodness of God became the place where man listened to another voice, reached for forbidden fruit, and found that sin never gives what it promises. The serpent entered with subtlety, not with open violence, but with a question that weakened confidence in the word of God. “Yea, hath God said?” was more than a question; it was the beginning of a rebellion against divine truth. Before man hid from God, he first doubted God. Before fig leaves were sewn, the heart had already turned from the commandment of the LORD.

          The serpent was “more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.” His method was not loud at first. He did not begin by demanding worship or declaring war against Heaven. He began by twisting the words of God and casting suspicion upon the goodness of God. The woman knew that God had spoken. She knew there was a tree from which they must not eat. She knew death was connected to disobedience. Yet the serpent pressed against the boundary God had placed and made the forbidden thing seem desirable. Sin still works this way: it takes what God has forbidden and dresses it in the language of gain, beauty, and wisdom.

          The serpent said, “Ye shall not surely die.” Those words were poison wrapped in confidence. He denied the certainty of God’s warning and promised that disobedience would open their eyes. Sin always argues that God is withholding something necessary, delightful, or liberating. It suggests that rebellion is the path to freedom and that obedience is the prison of the soul. Yet every promise made by sin is a lie with death beneath it. The serpent spoke of opened eyes, but not of broken fellowship. He spoke of becoming as gods, but not of fear, shame, sorrow, sweat, thorns, dust, and exile.

          When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, pleasant to the eyes, and desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof and did eat. The tragedy of that moment is almost too large for human language. A hand reached. A command was broken. A bite was taken. The peace of Eden was shattered. She gave also unto her husband with her, and he did eat. Sin entered not as a small mistake, but as rebellion against the known word of God. The garden still stood, the trees still grew, and the sun still shone, but man’s soul had been darkened by disobedience.

          The eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. The serpent had spoken of opened eyes, but he had hidden the shame those eyes would see. Adam and Eve did not find glory in their disobedience; they found exposure. They did not rise into freedom; they fell into fear. The innocence that once needed no covering was gone. Their nakedness was no longer simple and pure, but painful and condemning. Sin awakened shame in the human conscience, and the first impulse of fallen man was not confession, but covering.

          They sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons. This was man’s first attempt to cover what sin had exposed. The work was quick, desperate, and insufficient. Their hands moved, but their hearts remained guilty. Their aprons could cover the body, but they could not cleanse the soul. Fig leaves could hide them from one another for a moment, but they could not make them fit to stand before the LORD God. Every man-made covering since then has been another fig leaf: excuse, comparison, religion without redemption, morality without mercy, reform without sacrifice, and appearance without atonement.

          They heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. The voice that should have brought joy now brought terror. The presence that should have been delight now felt dreadful to guilty hearts. Sin had changed their relationship to the nearness of God. They did not run toward Him; they hid from Him. The trees God had made became their hiding place, and the garden that had been a sanctuary became a place of fear. This is what sin does: it makes the soul afraid of the very God it needs most.

          But the LORD God called unto Adam and said unto him, “Where art thou?” What mercy is found in that question. God knew where Adam was, but Adam needed to know where sin had brought him. The question was not the cry of ignorance, but the call of divine pursuit. Adam had not gone looking for God; God came calling for Adam. The sinner hid, but the LORD called. The guilty covered themselves, but God drew near. The first movement after the fall was not man climbing back to God, but God coming after man with a searching voice. “Where art thou?” is the sound of mercy entering the ruins.

          Adam answered, “I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” Fear, nakedness, and hiding now defined the fallen condition. Adam’s answer reveals the misery of sin. He was afraid of God, ashamed of himself, and hidden among the trees. The man who had been made for fellowship now trembled beneath guilt. He knew enough to fear, but not enough to come clean. He admitted nakedness, but not yet disobedience. Sin makes men confess discomfort before they confess rebellion. It talks about fear, shame, and consequences before it bows and says, “I have sinned.”

          The LORD God asked, “Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” God brought Adam back to the commandment. The deepest issue was not merely that Adam felt ashamed, but that Adam had disobeyed. The LORD did not let him hide behind emotion, embarrassment, or fear. He placed the word of God before the sinner. “Hast thou eaten?” That question pierced through the fig leaves and the trees. It still pierces every human excuse. Sin must be brought into the light before grace can be rightly understood.

          Adam said, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.” The confession came wrapped in blame. Adam admitted the act, but shifted the weight. He pointed toward the woman, and his words even reflected back upon the God who gave her. Sin had not only broken obedience; it had poisoned love, speech, and responsibility. The man who should have bowed in confession now defended himself with accusation. This is the bitter fruit of the fall. Sinners try to lessen guilt by spreading it, but guilt remains before the LORD.

          The LORD God said unto the woman, “What is this that thou hast done?” She answered, “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.” Again, there was truth in her words, but not full repentance in their spirit. The serpent did beguile her, but she did eat. Deception was real, but responsibility remained. Temptation does not erase guilt. Influence does not remove accountability. Every participant in the fall stood exposed before God. The serpent had lied. The woman had taken and eaten. Adam had received and eaten. The garden had become a courtroom, and the LORD God was bringing all things into judgment.

          The LORD God spoke first to the serpent: “Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field.” The serpent would go upon his belly and eat dust all the days of his life. Judgment fell upon the deceiver. But in the middle of judgment, God spoke the first promise of hope. He said, “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed.” The fall had brought ruin, but it had not given the serpent the final word. God Himself would put enmity. God Himself would answer the lie. God Himself would begin the war of redemption.

          Then came the promise that glimmers like the first dawn after the darkest night: “it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” The seed of the woman would come. The serpent would wound Him, but the promised One would crush the serpent’s head. There would be suffering, but there would be victory. There would be bruising, but there would be triumph. In the same garden where sin entered, God promised the defeat of the one who had deceived. The Lamb was not yet fully revealed, but the shadow of the suffering Deliverer fell across the soil of Eden.

          This promise stands before the coats of skins, and the order matters. God spoke victory before He clothed shame. He announced the coming Deliverer before He covered the fallen pair. The serpent had lied, man had fallen, and death had entered, but God declared that the serpent’s head would be bruised. The Lamb promised in the garden would not come as a mere observer of human misery. He would come into conflict. He would suffer. His heel would be bruised. Yet through His suffering, the serpent would be defeated. From the first promise, redemption was tied to sacrifice and victory.

          To the woman, God spoke of multiplied sorrow and conception, and of pain in bringing forth children. Sin would now touch the tender places of life. What should have been pure joy would be mingled with anguish. Her desire would be to her husband, and he would rule over her. The fall entered relationships, home, family, and human affection. Sin never stays isolated in one hidden corner. It spreads into the body, the heart, the home, the field, and the grave. The consequences declared in Genesis 3 show that sin is not small, harmless, or private. It is a destroyer.

          To Adam, God said, “Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree.” The issue again was the voice he hearkened unto and the command he disobeyed. The ground was cursed for his sake. In sorrow he would eat of it all the days of his life. Thorns and thistles would come forth. Bread would be eaten in the sweat of his face. The world outside Eden would resist him. The soil beneath his feet would preach the cost of sin. Every thorn would remind him that rebellion had wounded creation.

          Then came the solemn sentence: “till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” The serpent had said they would not surely die, but God’s word stood. Death entered human experience because sin entered human obedience. The body would return to dust. The grave became part of man’s future. These words are not merely ancient history; every cemetery still preaches them. Every funeral is a witness that Genesis 3 is true. Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

          Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. Even under the sentence of death, life would continue. Even beneath judgment, the promise of seed remained. Eve’s name testified that death had not erased the unfolding of human life. There would be generations. There would be children. There would be sorrow, yes, but also the line through which God’s promise would move forward. The serpent would not be allowed to devour the whole future. The God who judged also preserved. The God who cursed the serpent also kept alive the promise of victory.

          Then comes the verse that opens the crimson line of Scripture: “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.” Their fig leaves were not enough, so God made another covering. Their own hands had failed, so the LORD provided. They could sew, but they could not save. They could hide, but they could not heal. The LORD God made coats of skins. The guilty did not design the remedy. The fallen did not supply the covering. God Himself clothed the sinners who had offended Him.

          Those coats of skins speak with holy tenderness and sobering weight. Skins meant that life had been taken. Something died so the guilty might be covered. Genesis 3 does not name the creature, yet the truth of sacrifice stands unmistakably before us. The first covering God provided came through death. The shame of man required more than leaves; it required a life given. In that act, the garden begins to point toward the Lamb who would one day be slain. The first whisper of saving blood is heard where the first shame was covered by God.

          The difference between the fig leaves and the coats of skins is the difference between man’s religion and God’s redemption. Fig leaves were man-made, temporary, bloodless, and insufficient. The coats of skins were God-made, provided through death, and placed upon the guilty by the LORD Himself. Man’s covering came from effort. God’s covering came through sacrifice. Man covered himself to hide. God clothed him to provide. The sinner always prefers fig leaves until he sees that only God can cover shame in a way that satisfies divine holiness.

          The LORD God did not merely make the coats and leave them on the ground. The Scripture says He “clothed them.” That word is full of grace. The God from whom they hid came near enough to cover them. The God whose command they broke came near enough to clothe them. The God who exposed their sin also covered their shame by His own provision. This is mercy beyond measure. Adam and Eve had used their hands to take forbidden fruit; God used His provision to cover their nakedness. They had listened to the serpent; God clothed them with grace.

          Yet the covering did not remove every consequence. They would still leave Eden. They would still face sorrow, sweat, thorns, and dust. The ground would still be cursed. Death would still await the body. Grace did not pretend sin had no cost. But they would leave the garden clothed by God. This is the holy balance of Genesis 3. Judgment is real, but mercy is real too. Sin is exposed, but shame is covered. Death is declared, but a promised seed is announced. Eden is lost, but hope is born. The Lamb is promised in the very chapter where man falls.

          The LORD God then said, “Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil.” He spoke concerning the tree of life, lest man put forth his hand, take also of the tree of life, eat, and live forever. The LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden to till the ground from whence he was taken. This sending forth was judgment, but it was not without mercy. To live forever in a fallen condition would not be blessing. God barred the way, not because He had ceased to be good, but because sin had changed man’s condition and access to life could not be taken on man’s terms.

          So He drove out the man, and placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. The image is solemn and unforgettable. The way back was guarded. Man could not return to Eden by memory, desire, effort, or regret. The flaming sword preached that holiness stood between sinful man and the tree of life. A way must be made by God. Access to life must come through the promise God had spoken and the sacrifice God would provide. The sword at the gate reminds us that sin closes what only redemption can open.

          Genesis 3 is therefore the beginning of the need for the Lamb. The chapter teaches why sacrifice is necessary. Man sinned against God’s word. Shame entered. Fear entered. Death entered. Self-covering failed. The way to life was guarded. If there is to be hope for man, God must provide it. If shame is to be covered, God must clothe it. If the serpent is to be defeated, the promised seed must come. If death is to be answered, sacrifice must enter the story. The Lamb who was slain is not an ornament of religion; He is the answer to the ruin of Eden.

          Every person born into this broken world lives east of Eden. We inherit the world of thorns, sweat, sorrow, death, fear, shame, and hiding. We know what it is to listen to wrong voices. We know what it is to reach for forbidden fruit. We know what it is to feel exposed after sin. We know what it is to cover ourselves with excuses and appearances. We know what it is to hide when the voice of God draws near. Genesis 3 is not merely about Adam and Eve; it is the mirror of fallen humanity.

          Yet the mercy in Genesis 3 is also for fallen humanity. God calls to the hiding. God questions the guilty. God exposes the lie. God judges the serpent. God promises the victorious seed. God provides a covering. God clothes the ashamed. The chapter does not allow us to despair as though sin surprised God or defeated His purpose. Before Adam and Eve left the garden, hope had already been spoken. Before they faced the thorns, God had clothed them. Before they returned to dust, God had promised that the serpent’s head would be bruised.

          The Lamb promised in the garden is seen first through need, promise, and covering. The need is naked shame before God. The promise is the seed of the woman bruising the serpent’s head. The covering is the coats of skins made by the LORD God. These three truths prepare the soul to behold the sacrifice, suffering, and saving blood of Jesus Christ. The Lamb comes because man is guilty. The Lamb suffers because the serpent must be defeated through bruising. The Lamb saves because God Himself must provide what man cannot make.

          This first chapter of human ruin tells us that sin cannot be undone by human effort. Adam could not uneat the fruit. Eve could not unsay her answer to the serpent. Neither could sew a garment strong enough to satisfy God. The past could not be reversed by regret. The shame could not be cleansed by leaves. The fear could not be healed by hiding. Something greater was needed. A promise from God was needed. A sacrifice from God was needed. A covering from God was needed. Every road from Genesis 3 leads toward the necessity of the Lamb.

          The coats of skins also teach that God’s mercy is personal. He did not speak provision from far away and leave them to manage their own shame. He made coats and clothed them. The guilty pair felt the provision of God upon them. The shame they tried to cover with leaves was now covered by what the LORD had made. The God of holiness came close to sinners in mercy. This is the first tender picture of the truth that saving grace is not man reaching high enough, but God stooping low enough to cover the exposed.

          The sacrifice implied in the coats of skins is not fully explained in Genesis 3, but it is deeply felt. Death entered the garden because sin entered the heart. The first death in the chapter was not merely a future sentence upon Adam’s body; it was pictured in the covering God provided. The innocent died in the place where the guilty stood ashamed. That solemn picture prepares the heart to understand that saving blood is not sentimental language. Sin requires death. Covering requires sacrifice. Redemption requires the life of another given for the guilty.

          When we speak of the Lamb who was slain, we must begin with the shame that needed covering. A person who does not understand nakedness before God will not treasure the coat God provides. A person who still trusts fig leaves will not glory in sacrifice. A person who thinks sin is small will think blood is unnecessary. Genesis 3 strips away that blindness. It shows the lie, the fall, the shame, the fear, the blame, the curse, the thorns, the dust, the sword, and then the covering. It teaches us to stop admiring our leaves and start beholding God’s provision.

          The serpent’s words brought ruin, but God’s words brought hope. The serpent said, “Ye shall not surely die,” and death came. God said the seed of the woman would bruise the serpent’s head, and hope began. The serpent’s lie opened the door to shame. God’s promise opened the door to redemption. The serpent left man hiding. God came calling. The serpent exposed man in guilt. God clothed man by sacrifice. Genesis 3 is the battlefield where the first lie met the first promise, and the promise of God stood brighter than the darkness of sin.

          There is a holy grief in reading Genesis 3, but there is also holy gratitude. We grieve because sin entered. We grieve because Adam and Eve hid. We grieve because death was spoken over dust. We grieve because thorns would rise and sorrow would multiply. But we give thanks because God did not leave man unclothed. We give thanks because God did not let the serpent’s triumph go unanswered. We give thanks because a promise was spoken before Eden was left behind. We give thanks because the first shadow of sacrifice pointed forward to the Lamb.

          The Lamb promised in the garden was not an afterthought. Redemption was not Heaven’s emergency repair after an unexpected disaster. God spoke the promise with sovereign authority while the guilt of man was still fresh. The serpent heard judgment. The woman heard sorrow. Adam heard dust. But all of them heard that the serpent’s head would be bruised. The Lamb’s story begins not with man’s worthiness, but with God’s mercy. Before man could do anything to deserve grace, God had already revealed that He would act.

          The garden also shows that the Saviour’s work would be both suffering and triumph. “Thou shalt bruise his heel” tells us there would be pain. “It shall bruise thy head” tells us there would be victory. The promised One would not win by avoiding all wounds. He would win through the path of suffering. The Lamb would be slain, yet in His suffering the serpent’s defeat would be secured. This makes Genesis 3 a sacred starting point for beholding the sacrifice and suffering of Christ. The garden promise already carries the shadow of the cross.

          Outside the garden, Adam and Eve would face life clothed in mercy but still surrounded by consequences. Their covering did not make Eden reopen. The flaming sword still stood. Yet the promise went with them. The coats of skins went with them. They did not leave with fig leaves, but with God’s provision. This is the strange mercy of grace in a fallen world. The ground may have thorns, the body may return to dust, and sorrow may multiply, but the promise of God travels with His people. The Lamb would come.

          Every chapter that follows in the story of Scripture grows out of this first need. The sinner must be covered. The serpent must be crushed. The way to life must be opened. The curse must be answered. The dust sentence must be overcome. The fig leaves must be abandoned. The sacrifice must be provided by God. Genesis 3 does not give the full sight of Calvary, but it gives the first outline. The Lamb who was slain is the answer to the shame of Eden and the hope of every child of Adam.

          Therefore, let this book begin where our ruin began, and where God’s promise first shined. Let us stand among the trees and hear the trembling confession of Adam. Let us see the fig leaves and understand their failure. Let us listen as the LORD God judges the serpent and promises the conquering seed. Let us watch as God makes coats of skins and clothes the guilty. Let us tremble before the flaming sword and long for the way of life to be opened by God Himself. Let us behold, even in shadow, the Lamb promised in the garden.

          And let every sinner lay aside the fig leaves. They cannot cover the soul. They cannot quiet the conscience. They cannot answer the voice of God. They cannot open the barred way to life. Receive instead what God provides. Look to the promise. Trust the covering that comes through sacrifice. The garden tells us the truth about ourselves, but it also tells us the truth about God’s mercy. We are guilty, but God calls. We are ashamed, but God clothes. We are under death, but God promises victory. The Lamb was promised in the garden because the saving heart of God moved toward sinners from the very
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