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We circled the ranch planet and then beamed down to the old hacienda.  Where we beamed down to was a patio that overlooked the waterfall and clear water where we swam sometimes.

Coco made us a lunch of hamburgers, French fries, and cokes.  We were eating and talking when a couple of cowgirls rode up.  They waved to us and pulled their clothes off and drove into the water.

“They aren’t very modest, are they?” Sophie said.

“They are more dusty than modest? That is Susana and Betsy who run this planet-wide ranch for us.”

We continued to eat our lunch as we watched them swim.  Then they got out and put on some fresh cowboy clothes that Coco had gotten for them.  They beamed up as soon as they got dressed.

Susana and Betsy hugged and kissed me.  Then I introduced them to Sophie. They were soon eating hamburgers and fries with us.

Susana grinned at Sophie and said, “Have you gone skinny dipping with Josh yet?”

She looked a little startled and said, “I didn’t realize that I was supposed to.”

Betsy looked at Sophie for a moment before saying, “Be careful about going skinny dipping with him since that always leads to sex.  Once you have had sex, you are bonded to him permanently and will have to marry him.  Otherwise you will never be happy.”

Sophie laughed half heartily and looking at Susana asked, “Is she serious?”

“The jury is still out on that one, but it seems to be the way it works,” Susana said. “Although the divorce rate is over 50% on Earth, none of his wives have divorced him or are unhappy with him.”

Sophie looked very serious and said, “I wanted to meet Josh since he is a living hero and is well known in many parts of the universe.  It never occurred to me that I might get a chance to marry him.”

“Does he like you?” Betsy asked.

“Well, he asked me out on this date so he must have some interest.”

She thought some more and said, “He pulled me to him and kissed me very intensely.”

“Did you like it?”

“I wasn’t expecting it since he said he wasn’t good at seducing women.”

“He is always saying that, but it isn’t true,” Susana said grinning.  “If we hadn’t showed up when we did, he would probably have had your panties off by now.”

There was a shimmering and Julie, Kelly, and Robin showed up on the patio.

Julie hugged me and said, “Have you gotten her panties off yet?”

I frowned and said, “Julie, it is not always about sex?”

“You could have fooled us,” Kelly said grinning.

“Why aren’t you are work?” I asked.

“The school day is over so we came to see if you had seduced your new lady love yet,” Robin said.

Sophie grinned and said, “I can see why he has so much trouble seducing women; his wives keep showing up.”

Coco brought hamburgers, fries, and cokes for Julie, Kelly, and Robin.

“Don’t take any of this serious, Sophie,” I said.  “These girls are terrible teases.”

Sophie hugged them and said, “I really like all of you.  I was afraid you would be real serious since you are all professional women.”

“We care very much for Josh so we spoil him rotten,” Julie said.  “He is a wonderful husband and picks very good women to join our family.”

Sophie looked at me seriously and asked, “Are you thinking of marrying me?”

“I might if things work out between us.”

The women liked Sophie so they soon had a lively discussion going.  I got up and went over to the rail of the patio and watched as the sun was sinking into the prairie.  Coco came over and put her arm around me.

“Josh, dinner will be ready soon so we had better head home.”

I hugged her and said, “Do you think my wives will like Sophie?”

Coco smiled and said, “Of course they will, Josh.  Now let’s head on home and introduce her to her new family.
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I was half asleep and could hear women talking.  I woke up and glanced around to see who was here.  We had a birthday party later for all wives that had a birthday this month so everyone should show up. I was still sleepy so dropped off to sleep.

“Wake up, Josh,” Coco said shaking me.

I yawned since dinner must be ready.  I stood up and looked around and was surprised to see that we were no longer at the hacienda.  I went over to a large window and looked out.  We were not even orbiting Earth; we were in my private starship.

I frowned and said, “Coco, what in the Hell is going on?”

She put her arms around me and said, “The hacienda just blew up; I detected a bomb about to go off so beamed us off immediately.”

“Why are we fleeing instead of finding out what happened?”

“You are in danger since the bomb was intended to kill you.  They may have a secondary plan in place to execute you.  So we need to hide until we find out what happened.”

I sat down in shock and said, “We had excellent security; how did this happen?”

My personal robot, Coco looked sad and said, “We had a Trojan horse in our hacienda.  Sophie’s robot had a bomb and blew itself up.  I detected it only seconds before it blew so was barely able to get us to safety.”

“How many wives did I lose?”

“I have no way of knowing; not all the women were in the living room area.  Some were in other areas of the building.”

“Shouldn’t we go back to find out?”

Coco shook her head and said, “Right now they probably think they killed you too along with your wives.  You did have 116 wives from 12 galaxies and16 children.  Now there is no way to tell how many are left, if any.”

“Are you able to connect with any of our robots?”

Coco looked sad again and said, “It is a blank so they must have been destroyed too.  At least their memories are stored in the cloud so we can just buy new robots and download their memories.”

“I hadn’t married Sophie so I can’t count her as a wife.”

“It is possible that she was in on the bomb attack so she may have left before the bomb went off. Her robot did wipe out your family.”

“I can’t believe she could have done that.”

Coco just shrugged her shoulders.

“As of now I may be your only wife; you may not have any human wives.”

“Where are you heading?”

She thought for a couple of moments and said, “We will go out far enough so we can’t be detected, but I want to stay in this solar system so we can receive news about what happened.”

“I think we should go to our private solar system and wait there.”

“They will look for you there since they can’t be absolutely sure you were killed.  So we have to stay away from there.”

I sat down on the couch and put my head in my hands and sobbed for a few minutes.

“I am going to give you a sedative to calm your nerves.  Then I want you to eat something.”

I followed her directions and swallowed the pill.  Then I ate a sandwich she fixed.  She sat down on the couch and I put my head in her lap.

“Coco, you were my first wife and will be my only wife again.”

She smiled and said, “Just go to sleep and we will deal with it tomorrow.”

I must have slept for a week or at least it felt that way.  I went to the restroom and got cleaned up.  I started to shave, but then decided to let it grow.  I didn’t have any wives that would complain about it anyway.  Maybe a beard would be a good disguise and I might even let my hair grow longer.  I usually kept it in military style since it was easy to take care of.

I walked into the kitchen and Coco said, “I am making you a large breakfast since you went through a lot of stress yesterday.  I also was able to get some information on your demise.”

I hugged her and gave her a kiss.  “The best thing that ever happened to me was when I bought you at Walmart.”

“It is in all the newspapers about Captain Josh Miller and his family being killed in an explosion.  The hacienda was totally destroyed by an extremely powerful bomb.  The bomb experts can’t identify the type of bomb so think it was extraterrestrial.”

I took a bite of toast and asked the question that I had dreaded to bring up.  “Did anyone escape?”

Coco thought for a moment before saying, “I hope so.  Sometimes they went on trips so maybe some survived.”

After I got through eating I pulled up my chart of my wives.

The wives chart totaled 116 wives from 12 galaxies; 69 Milky Way Galaxy and 47 Other Galaxies.

47 Other Galaxies

5 Andromeda - Annie, Bonnie, Ronda, Roxie, Judy.

6 Andromeda II – Shea, Sasha, Rydel, Samantha, Suffron and Raven.

5 Canis Major Dwarf Galaxy - Willow, Wilma, Winnie, Sadie and Sage.

5 The Draco Dwarf Galaxy – Veronica, Valarie, Claire, Constance and Coralline.

4 Horsehair Galaxy - Brenda, Brandy, and Bella.

5 Large Magellanic Cloud Galaxies - Jade, Stella, and Skyler, Zara, and Seren.

1 Pisces Dwarf Galaxy – Joan 

6 Sagittarius Dwarf Elliptical Galaxy - Abby, Amanda, Allison, Angelica, Ariel, and Ashley.

2 Triangulum Galaxy – Gabriella and Mattie.

5 Ursa Major II Dwarf Galaxy - Peyton, Phoebe, Joan, Rani, and Reese.

3 Whirlpool Galaxy - Danielle, Denise, and Dakota

69 Milky Way Galaxy 

17 Off world wives in Milky Way Galaxy - Faith, Hope, Linda, Lora, Mary, Joyce, Beth, Breeze, Blaze, Nancy, Holly, Hazel, Chloe, Pricilla, Iris, Mackenzie and Madison.

52 Earth - Melody, Rose, Lee, Shelly, Connie, Courtney, Peggy, Lois, Amber, Julie, Robin, Kelly, Erin, Susana, Betsy, Traci, Scarlet, Melanie, Mollie, Jessica, Hannah, Katie, Mariam, Sandy, Cathy, Charlene, Kate, Janet, Bess, Crystal, Wendy, Ruth, Marilyn, Jill, Cherry, Nora, Cindy, Jenny, Cristina, Matilda, Madeline, Kayla, Lindsey, Jena, Janie, Lillian, Sally, Jordon, Maggie, Salma, Persia, and Josie.

Potential wives – Sophie - Lone Tree Galaxy

Children List showed 16 children; 13 girls and 3 boys.

Sadie – 5 Triplets; April, May, June, and two twin boys Jack and Jake.

Willow – 2 Twins; a girl Dale and a boy Roy.

Winnie – 2 Twin girls; Samantha and Sapphire.

Lindsey - 1 Lottie.

Lillian - 1 Debbie.

Sally – 1 Daisy. 

Jordon – 1 Joni.

Suffron – 3 Triplets; Sabrina, Sierra, and Shiloh.

The wives chart totaled 116 wives from 12 galaxies; 69 Milky Way Galaxy and 47 Other Galaxies.

I studied the chart and said, “It is difficult to believe that I could have gotten that many wives. Lottie had to take care of my list for me since it was so large.”

“You can get other wives since you are good at getting them.”

I looked the chart over and said, “I loved all of my wives and my children.  I don’t think I will get any more wives since it is too painful to lose them.”

“I don’t know who was there for dinner; I can bring up my memory chips that recorded what I saw.  Of course they could have been in the swimming pool or their rooms and I wouldn’t have seen them.”

She downloaded the information to my laptop and I watched what Coco had seen.

“That was strange; Sophie was there at first and then she went somewhere.”

Coco frowned and said, “I know you liked Sophie, but she could have been the one that triggered the bomb.  Maybe that was her mission all along.”
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I got tears in my eyes so had to wait for a moment before replying, “We have no way of knowing exactly what happened.  What robot was carrying the bomb?”

Coco thought about my question and said, “I thought it was Sophie’s robot; however, I could have been wrong.  I just sensed the bomb and got you out of there.”

I watched what Coco saw but everything looked normal.  The women were talking and enjoying life.  

Suddenly something occurred to me, “I don’t see Captain Beth Sidney.”

Coco said, “I overheard her saying that she was going to visit someone in our private solar system.  I don’t know if she left before the bomb exploded.”

Looking at Coco last views didn’t help me any.  I wished I had not been sleepy and had paid attention.  

We looked at the pictures of the area where the hacienda had stood and was shocked at how flat it looked.  The whole area had been flattened and there wasn’t anything there.

A large starship pulled up beside us and hailed us.  Captain Beth Sidney came on the monitor and said, “Josh, we thought you had been killed in the attack on the hacienda.”

I smiled and said, “Coco beamed us off right before the bomb exploded.”

Beth beamed over to my private starship and hugged me tightly.  She sobbed against my shoulder.

“Who else do you have with you?” I asked.

“I have Shea, Sasha, and Rydel with me.”

At that moment Shea, Sasha, and Rydel beamed over to see me.  They got teary eyed when they saw me.

I felt better since not all my wives had been killed.

Coco got a strange look on her face and said, “Candy just contacted me.  She has Julie, Robin, and Kelly with her.  They also have four children; Lottie, April, May, and June. They had planned to stay in the old hacienda for the weekend so took Candy along to cook for them.”

“Let’s put your small starship in the hold and go round up everyone that we can find,” Rydel said.

We were soon over the ranch planet and beamed up the survivors.

I hugged the women and children; I was happy they had survived.

“Is this all that survived the attack?” Julie asked glancing around.

Coco said, “So you still have 7 wives; Beth, Shea, Sasha, Rydel, Julie, Robin, and Kelly.”

“I am surprised that Susana and Betsy weren’t with you,” I said.

“They went back to the new hacienda to get something,” Kelly said.  “I guess they must have gotten caught in the blast.”

Lottie hugged me and said, “I am so glad you survived, Dad.”

April, May, and June hugged me too.

“I think we should go back and look at the new hacienda,” I said. 

Everyone agreed since we wanted to see what was left.

We all beamed down to the site of the hacienda.  It was just like glazed glass and was smooth since everything melted when the bomb went off.

I looked around and got tears in my eyes.  I dropped to my knees and sobbed.

Coco came over and knelt down beside me and said, “Josh, what is wrong?”

I frowned and said, “Everything is wrong since most of my family was killed in the blast.”

I opened my eyes and saw my wives staring at me. Julie rushed over and held me close and said, “You were dreaming and suddenly started sobbing.”

“Am I dreaming now or was I dreaming before?”

“This is real, Josh.  You were just having a bad dream.”

“Sophia had a robot that had a bomb in it that blew up and killed most of my wives and children.”

“Josh, I don’t have a robot; it was just part of your dream,” Sophia said.

“Of course you had a robot; you programed it to blow up and kill everyone.”

“Josh, she didn’t have a robot,” Beth said.  “It was just a bad dream you were having.”

“I was left with only 7 wives and 4 children; the rest were killed by the explosion.”

Julie took my hand and took me to my bedroom and helped me wash up.

“Did I die too?”

“Beth, Shea, Sasha, Rydel, Julie, Robin, and Kelly survived.  The hacienda was totally destroyed and everyone else died.”

My doctor wife Rose came in and gave me a sedative to calm me down.

They took me to the dining room to have dinner.

The meal was very good and I was hungry.  I looked around and said, “Where are the rest of my wives?”

“You have 30 wives and they are all here.”

“No, I have 116 wives and they are not all here.”

“Dad, you have only 30 wives since I keep a chart for you,” Lottie said emphatically.  “You also have 4 children; April, May, June and me.”

“I thought for a moment and asked, “Am I married to Sophia?”

“Yes, we have been married for six months,” she said.

“What do you do?”

“I work as a reporter for the newspaper that Peggy runs.”

I thought maybe I was going crazy.  Then it occurred to me that this was not the new hacienda, but the old hacienda.

I looked at Rydel and said, “I thought you built a new hacienda for us.”

“My sisters Shea, Sasha, and I talked about it, but this hacienda is large enough for our needs.”

“Do we have a new college that we built?”

“No, we run a combination high school college, but we don’t own it,” Beth said. “It is a public school.”

“Do we own a solar system of our own?”

“No, the only property we own is right here,” Charlene said.  “When I married you, I encouraged your wives and children to move in here.”

“I thought for a moment and said, “Could the blast have altered the fabric of time and caused things to be different? Perhaps this is an alternate universe.”

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 3

[image: ]


“Dad, you are starting to scare me,” Lottie said.  “Let me bring up the chart and I will show you who your wives and children are.”

The wives chart totaled 24 wives from 3 galaxies; 19 Milky Way Galaxy and 5 Other Galaxies.

5 Other Galaxies

2 Andromeda - Annie, Bonnie.

3 Andromeda II – Shea, Sasha, Rydel.

19 Milky Way Galaxy 

3 Off world wives in Milky Way Galaxy - Faith, Hope, Beth.

16 Earth - Peggy, Lois, Amber, Julie, Robin, Kelly, Susana, Betsy, Scarlet, Melanie, Mollie, Sandy, Cathy, Charlene, Rose, Sophie.

Children List showed 4 girls.

Faith – 3; April, May, June.

Lindsey (not married to Josh) – 1; Lottie.

I went outside and sat down on the bench by Longhorn Lake and thought it over.  My wives thought I had a bad dream and went crazy for a while. I knew it was real, but they would never accept it.

Julie came out and put her arm around me and said, “I believe you, Josh.  You really do think that it happened to you.  Even if it did and you are in an alternate universe you have to accept it.”

She kissed me gently and said, “Personally I think you had a bad dream.  Come in and sleep with me tonight since I comfort you better than your other wives.”

I got up early and got dressed and went out and sat on the bench and watched the sun rise over the Lake.  Coco came out and sat down beside me.  

“Your wives think you are having mental problems, Josh so it is best that you don’t mention the alternate universe.”

I frowned and said, “Were you there with me?”

She smiled and said, “When you walked out on the flat surface where the new hacienda had stood, I went with you.  So we were transported to this reality together.”

“So the other one was actually real and existed,” I said.

“There is no way to get back so we have to accept the alternate universe. The Alien bugs must have set a trap knowing that you would come eventually and look at the spot where the hacienda was destroyed.”

The door to the hacienda opened and Beth came out and looked around.  Then she spotted me and walked over.  

Coco bend over and kissed me and whispered, “Just act normal like you are part of this reality and you won’t have any problems.”

She waved goodbye as she walked back to the house.

Beth sat down beside me and said, “I know you had a bad dream yesterday; I can cover for you today if you want to stay home.”

I got up and said, “It seemed so real that I believed it at first.  There is no way I could ever get 116 women to marry me anyway.”

Beth laughed and said, “I sure hope not.  Two dozen wives are more than you need.”

At breakfast I looked around and said, “Whatever happened to the robot woman Maria?”

“She cooks Mexican food at the school cafeteria,” Beth said.  “She spends most of her time there, but sometimes we can talk her into coming to cook us a Mexican dinner.”

“Does Coco and Candy take care of all the cooking and cleaning for the hacienda?”

“Yes, they are fast so can take care of everything.  We talked about buying some more women robots, but they said they didn’t need anyone else. They can work around the clock and never get tired.”

Doctor Rose came over and checked my vitals and said, “Josh, you seem normal today.  Sometimes dreams seem real and cause problems.”

“I am fine now, Rose; thank you for your concern.”

She kissed me on the lips and went and sat with her friends.

Julie, Robin, and Kelly came over and sat with us.

“Did we die in your bad dream?” Kelly asked grinning.

“No, you are too ornery to die.”

Robin looked puzzled and said, “Who was left alive?”

It looked like I was having a hard time remembering, “As I told Julie last night, Beth, Shea, Sasha, Rydel, Julie, Robin, and Kelly survived.  The hacienda was totally destroyed and everyone else died.  So I had 7 wives that didn’t get killed.”

“Maybe we are your favorites so you made sure we survived in the dream.”

I smiled and said, “It was only a dream; dreams rarely make sense.”

“You had better get dressed so we can go to work,” Beth said.  “If you forgot where you keep your clothes, you can find them in my bedroom.”

I grinned and said, “Now where exactly is your bedroom?”

“Stop teasing, Josh,” Beth said.  She got up and I followed her.  

She watched as I got dressed.  I put on dressed slacks, a blue dress shirt, a red tie, and black dress shoes.

“You do seem different, but I can’t put my finger on it,” she said.

“Maybe I have been taken over by Alien bugs and I will kill all of you some dark night.”

She laughed, “You aren’t that much different.”

We rode over in her car.  Personally I think she was more concerned about me than she let on.

I went in and looked around.  My old office looked the way it had in the alternative universe before we moved to the new college.

Beth was in charge of the junior college and Lois was in charge of the high school.  

Lois came in and kissed me and said she was relieved that I was back to normal.

Beth sat down after Lois left and said, “Are you really back to normal?”

I just smiled at her.

“You don’t seem to remember things you should.  You weren’t sure which condo was mine so made it seem like a joke.”

“How can I be expected to remember things like that?” I had 116 wives before, but they had name plates beside the condo doors.”
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I decided to confess to Beth since we had always been close.

“Can I tell you the truth?  I want you to keep it between us.”

She had been sitting on the couch and got up and told Roberta that we would be discussing something so didn’t want to be disturbed.

She took the chair next to my desk and waited for my story.

“Before I begin, I want to ask you something.  You are Captain Beth Sidney and are in charge of this part of the Milky Way.  So I want your honest opinion.  How are we doing in our war against the Alien bugs?”

She thought for a moment and said, “I am going along with your theory that this is an alternate reality.  So I will act like you are not aware of what is going on.”

She paused for a moment to gather her thoughts.  “We are losing this war, Josh.  The Alien bugs have better starships and are taking over our planets right and left.  I was sent to Earth to try to protect it, but I haven’t done very well.  When we engage the enemy, we end up losing ships and men.”

I didn’t say anything so she asked, “What was it like in your alternate universe?”

I thought about her question and responded, “We had about wiped the Alien bugs out in my universe.  We knew how to defeat them so spread the word.  They were almost extinct when they decided to get revenge against me.  They destroyed the new hacienda where I lived with my 116 wives and 16 children.”

I paused for a moment since it was painful to tell. “They had intended killing me too, but Coco saved me at the last moment.  They killed most of my family except for seven of my wives.  The area where the new hacienda had stood was totally flattened; Coco and I went out on it and looked around.  It had a dark black surface like asphalt, but it was hard and smooth.  They must have set a trap to catch me since Coco and I were sent here.  So they did get their revenge against me.  I guess it was like closing the barn door after the cows got out though since it was too little too late.”

Beth got up and walked around thinking.  “It was clearly revenge since the information on how to kill them had already been disseminated and the Alien bugs were almost extinct.”

I smiled and said, “It sounds like you are starting to believe me.”

“You said that Coco came through the trap with you.  Can she verify your story?”

I thought for a moment before saying, “Coco wanted me to keep quiet and not say anything since she didn’t want anyone to think I was crazy.  So I am not sure she will tell you the truth; she is highly protective of me.”

There was a knock on the door so Beth got up and answered the door.  

“The mayor is here to talk to Josh so I didn’t want to keep her waiting,” Roberta said.

“Ask Cristina to come on in,” I said.

I motioned her over to the table; I shook her hand and spoke to her in Spanish. “You look younger and more beautiful every time I see you.”

She laughed and said also in Spanish, “When did you learn to speak Spanish?”

I switched over to English and said, “I have been using Rosetta Stone software to learn to speak it.  Susana and Betsy speak it fluently so I can practice with them.”

Cristina smiled and said, “I admire you for learning a new language.  You can talk to Spanish speaking students that are not experts in speaking English. I think learning Spanish should be a requirement in the southwest.”

“How are your mom and dad doing?  Are they still in New Mexico?”

“They are doing fine since they went through the age regeneration process.  They were so impressed when I went through it that they decided to go through it too.”

“I have heard that old age is not much fun; when I get older I will probably go through it too.”

She looked a little puzzled and said, “There is something different about you today, but I can’t put my finger on it.  I get the impression that we once had a very close relationship.”

I laughed and said, “I hope we develop a close relationship since I need your support with my school.”

“I think Josh has taken a course on charming women since he is really good at it,” Beth said.

She ignored Beth’s remark and said, “You said a while back that you would like to build a four year college here. Have you given it any more thought?”

“I talked to my three wives from Andromeda II; they are building engineers and can build the college campus for us rather cheaply.  We should be able to get a grant to cover the cost.”

We talked some more and then she gave me a hug and left.

Beth looked at me strangely and said, “You have always been intimidated by that woman. Today you were calm and treated her like you were old friends.”

“She was one of the women I was married to so I had an intimate relationship with her.”

“She realized that, but she didn’t understand why. I doubt she would have believed your story if you had told her.”

“That is why I want you to keep what I tell you to yourself.  I am only telling you since you are my closest friend and my first wife.”

“I was confused when you used the term ‘first wife’ but then I realized that everyone looked up to me and came to me for help.”

Beth got up and told Roberta that we were in conference again and not to interrupt us unless it was absolutely necessary.

“I still am not sure of what you are telling me, Josh. but I would like to hear more.”
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“Now what were we talking about?”

“You were going to tell me how you defeated the Alien bugs.”

I thought for a moment before saying, “It was a learning process which consisted of two parts.  In the first one we wiped out the Alien bug ships.  In the second one, we wiped out their home planets.”

Beth looked doubtful and said, “How exactly did you wipe out the Alien bug starships?”

“It was very simple; we beamed the Alien bug queen into space where she died in terror.  Then her offspring who ran the ship died.  So the starship drifted in space.”

“I guess I need some more information on that; let’s go onto the second part.”

“We used our cloaking technology and got close to their home planet.  Then we pushed asteroids into position so they would fall onto the planet.”

“Do we have cloaking technology?”

“I don’t know; I thought I would talk to my Andromeda II wives about it.”

She thought for a moment and said, “Even if we could start defeating the Alien bugs it would be a big step forward.  Who did you use to beam the Alien bug queens into space?”

“I worked with my Andromeda II wives and trained them how to do it.”

“You have sure given me something to think about, Josh.  Maybe you should tell your Andromeda II wives about the procedure and see if they think it is practical.”

I called the three women to come down and see me.  I repeated what I had told Beth.

“We knew something was different about you, Josh,” Shea said.  “You have a lot more self-confidence than you had before.”

“Our starship already has cloaking technology,” Sasha said.  

“From the way you describe it, it sounds like fun,” Rydel said.  “When are we going to try it out?”

Beth had slipped in while we were talking and observed what was happening.

“I thought we could go out this weekend and have some fun.”

“Josh, I will go along to make it a military mission, but I want you to be in charge since you have done this many times.” Beth said.

That evening after dinner I stood up and repeated what I had told my other four wives.

Joyce got up and said, “I slept with Josh last night and we made love.  I couldn’t tell any difference though.”

“What happened to the Josh we had before you showed up?” Mollie asked.

Nobody said anything so finally Amber got up and said, “I am a physicist and what happened is not totally unexpected.  We never had any real evidence though. To answer the question though I think the old Josh merged with the new one so we have a hybrid Josh. I think the new Josh has the stronger personality.”

“We are going Alien bug hunting with Josh this weekend,” Beth said.  “Josh assured us that he never had any problems in the alternate galaxy so we shouldn’t have any here.  If any of you want to go with us, I will sign you up and swear you in as reservists.

Annie and Bonnie from Andromeda said they wanted to go with us. Shea, Sasha, and Rydel from Andromeda II said they wanted to go along too.

I looked around and said, “Don’t we have any brave souls from Earth?”

“Kelly, Robin, and I will go also,” Julie said.

“I want to cover the action,” Sophia said.  “It sounds like fun.”

“Actually I always had fun since I enjoyed hunting the Alien bugs; most of the women didn’t have a good time though.”

“This means we will have a crew of 10; Annie, Bonnie, Shea, Sasha, Rydel, Kelly, Robin, Julie, Josh and I,” Beth said.  

“We will leave right after breakfast,” I said.  

“Can we back out if we change our minds?” Robin said.

“We only want volunteers so don’t come if you are not sure,” Beth said.

“I will swear you in after dinner and issue uniforms.  So put them on before you have breakfast so we can leave.”

“I am also going since I go everywhere with Josh,” Coco said.  

Beth swore everyone into the reserves including Coco.  Then she gave us uniforms to wear.

“I want you to sleep with me tonight, Josh so we can talk over this mission,” Beth said.

“It was like an old shirt to you in the alternate universe,” I said.  “Actually all of the crew members, except for Sophia, have gone on missions like this.”

After Beth made love to me she said, “I am actually very scared about tomorrow.  Things are never as easy as they seem.”

I kissed her and went to sleep.

We got up the next morning and took a shower together.  Then we got dressed in our military uniforms.

Coco and Candy made a nice breakfast for us so we sat down and ate it.  Everyone got up to send us off.

“Dad, did any of the kids ever go on missions with you?” April asked.

“Yes, they did; however, it was usually when we were attacked without warning and wasn’t on a test mission like this.”

“We will just wipe out one Alien bug starship to test the procedure out,” Beth said.  “Then we will come home.”

I smiled and said, “I doubt we will get much fun out of one starship, but Beth is the commanding officer.”

Beth looked doubtful since she wasn’t sure she could get me to stop if I was having fun.  She didn’t think it would be fun for her.  For all her training, she still was scared and would rather have stayed home.  She checked everyone’s gear and then we beamed up to the Andromeda II starship for our adventure and mission. I felt good since I loved to hunt Alien bugs.
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We went onto the bridge and took seats so we could watch. Rydel was the pilot; Shea was the co-pilot and scanner; Sasha would beam the queens into space. I sat right behind them so I could give commands.

We had gone just a little ways from Earth when Shea said, “There are five Alien bug starships ahead.”

“Go into cloak mode so they can’t see us.  Sasha, lock onto the first queen and beam her into space.  Don’t watch it; just go onto the next queen until all five queens are in space dying.”

“Are you ready?”

She smiled at me since she had picked up my enthusiasm. 

“Start beaming.”

The procedure worked perfectly.  The first queen popped into space and then the other four followed her.  The starships started crashing into each other in an erratic way.

“Shea, scan for life forms,” I said.

“They are all dead; there is nothing alive out there.”

“It worked fine so let’s go home,” Beth said.

“Everyone relax since some more will be along directly.  We might as well make it worthwhile.”

Beth got angry and said, “I am the senior officer here.”

“You turned the command over to Captain Josh Miller so he is the one in charge,” Rydel said.

“Coco, bring us some donuts and Pepsi while we wait.”

“I took a lot of good pictures for the newspaper,” Sophia said.  “That was really exciting.”

“It was like shooting ducks in a rain barrel,” Robin said grinning.  “It is more like an arcade game than a battle.”

“That is what is so scary to the Alien bugs,” I said.  “They never know what hits them. I think they are also telepathic so their death screams are felt by other queens.”

I finished my glazed donut when Shea said, “There are more Alien bug starships coming in.”

“How many are there?”

“There are a couple of dozen and they are coming fast.”

“Sasha, start beaming the queens out as soon as they are within range.”

“Some ships have more than one queen.”

“Beam all of the queens into space.”

The new arriving Alien bug ships crashed into the dead ships as their queens were transported to the cold airless space outside their ships.

We waited for a couple of minutes for the queens to die and I said, “Scan for life signs.”

“They are all dead.”

“How many did we get?”

“I was wrong since there were 30 starships in that second group,” Shea said. “So we wiped out 35 Alien bugs ships.”

Captain Beth Sidney looked amazed and said, “That wasn’t a battle; it was a massacre.”

“That is the way I like it,” I said grinning. “Never fight if you don’t have to.”

“Can we go home now?” Beth asked.

“I want to check out something; we had a solar system close to here.”

I gave Rydel directions so we soon entered a solar system.

“Scan for Alien bug life signs.”

“There are no Alien bug ships around here,” Shea said.

I directed Rydel to go to the first planet and look it over.  It had a sea of grass with small lakes around the planet.

“This was our ranch planet where we raised longhorn cattle,” I said.

“Beth, can you claim this solar system for our family?”

She smiled and said, “I will register it with our galaxy administration so they know it belongs to us.”

“Kelly, we connected the ranch planet with our home through gates.  Could you work on something like that? That way we can just drive through rather than having to fly here.”

“I can give it a try if you want; I guess if I did it in the alternate universe I can do it here.”

“Susana and Betsy will be pleased to have a whole planet for a ranch,” Robin said.

“Josh, I am picking up life signs of Alien bugs from the farthest planet,” Shea said.

“Cloak this ship and move in closer.”

We had accidently stumbled onto an Alien bug home planet.  

“Scan and tell me how many Alien bugs there are.”

“They are in the millions or perhaps billions,” Shasta said.  

“Perhaps this wouldn’t be a good solar system to own,” Kelly said grinning.

“We are in too deeply so I am pulling the plug on this mission,” Captain Beth Sidney said.  “We are heading home.”

I thought for a moment and said, “We are going to wipe out their home planet.  We will just execute plan B which I have done many times.”

“Do you actually think you can do it?” Beth said with a worried look.

“I have wiped out dozens of them so it is not hard.”

“Rydel, it is time to start throwing rocks.  Let’s look around for huge meteors that we can bombard the planet with.”

My three Andromeda II wives got busy.  Coco brought us some lunch to eat while we waited.

“The best candidate for a planet killer is the small moon,” Rydel said.  “Since we are cloaked, we can go in and give it a gentle shove which will change its orbit and make it crash into the planet.”

“Are you sure we won’t be detected?” Beth asked.

I smiled at my three wives who had gotten into the spirit of having fun.  Rydel took us down slowly and used the tracker beam to give the moon a shove.  Then she took us away from the planet.

“It is scary being right in the midst of all those Alien bug ships,” Julie said.  “They didn’t know we were here though.”

“Take us a little farther out, Rydel.  We can’t be sure how explosive the impact will be.”

We went farther out and sat and waited.  The moon was slowly descending as its orbit deteriorated.  

Alien bug starships were lifting off the planet and milling around in confusion.

“I am going to go into orbit around the closest planet so we can watch,” Rydel said.  “If the debris from the impact is too much, we can duck behind the planet.”

“That is probably wise.”

Rydel smiled and said, “We were bored and were thinking of leaving you, Josh.  However, this mission changed everything.  We are doing something worthwhile and unusual.”

“I am getting some wonderful pictures,” Sophia said.  “This is going to make a name for me.”

“Enjoy it while you can; this will become the SOP for the Army so will be a common event.”

The moon was speeding up as it whipped around the planet.  Then it got caught in the gravitational pull of the planet and came crashing down to the surface.  Dust and debris was thrown high into the atmosphere and into space.  The Alien bug starships were vaporized immediately.

“I thought the Alien bug starships would run when their planet was about to be destroyed,” Beth said.

“They will be attracted to this destruction of their planet so will return and be destroyed too,” I said.
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I was right since Alien bug starships started coming in from all directions.  Rydel took us farther out.

Coco started handing out sandwiches.  “I didn’t know this was going to be a major offensive so didn’t bring anything to make dinner with.”

“After you finished eating, Rydel, you can set some camera beacons out to record what is happening.  Then we will head home since it has been a long day.”

“Aren’t you going to watch the whole show?” Sophia said.

“No, it will be endless streams of Alien bug starships being sucked into the fiery planet.”

I reflected on what happened and said, “In my timeline the Alien bug home planet was not there.  So it is an extra planet.”

“It is just a cloudy hellish planet now,” Kelly said.  “I wonder how long it will take to cool down.”

“It is the farthest one out so should cool down within a few years,” I said.

After the camera beacons were deployed, we headed for home. Space was covered in stars since there weren’t any lights to compete with the stars.

“There is a starship up ahead,” Shea said.  “I am scanning it now.”

“They are not Alien bugs, but they seem to be some sort of insect life.”

“Hail them,” I said.

My old friend from the alternate universe came on the monitor.  I talked to her in her own language.”

“I am Captain Josh Miller of Earth. Crow, we were good friends on the alternate universe I came from.”

“We were under attack by six Alien bug starships and thought we were doomed.  Suddenly the starships withdrew and took off.”

I frowned and said, “I guess we were at fault there.  We wiped out the Alien bug home planet so I guess it made them angry.”

She laughed in her silly bug way and asked if she could beam over to meet us.  I gave my permission so she soon arrived in our living room.

I gave her a hug and introduced my wives.

She switched over to English since she was familiar with the language.

“We really appreciate you saving our lives,” Crow said.  

Captain Beth Sidney had switched into diplomatic mode so asked if she wanted to sign an alliance treaty with us.

“I can give you your old planet back since that is where you lived in my universe.”

Crow scratched her ear and said, “Is that the same solar system where the home world of the Alien bugs was located?”

I thought for a moment and said, “Yes, but they are being wiped out right and left.  It should be a peaceful place in a month or two.”

“Then we will look it over then.”

Crow signed all the documents without looking at them since she trusted me or didn’t care.  Maybe she was afraid of us; she beamed back to her starship and left.

“You seem to like that bug,” Sophia said.

“Yes, she is one of
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