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MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS


[image: image]


Good morning, everyone. This is Headmaster Upchuck. Id like all of you Rotten Students to settle down now so I can read the Morning Announcements.

As you know, I read important news over the loudspeaker every morning. Its my way of saying good morning to you all without having to leave my office and see your grinning faces.

Ow! That really hurt my ears!

Doesnt anybody know how to stop that horrible squealing?

OWW!

I hope you can hear me. Here are todays Morning Announcements.



[image: image] Tryouts for the Armpit Band will be held in the second-floor boys locker room. If you play either one or both armpits, you are urged to try out. Dont come just to be funny. You must be serious about playing the armpit.



[image: image] Any student who ate the pigeon stew in Ms. Sally Monellas fourth-period cooking classplease stop by the nurses office this morning to have your stomach pumped.



[image: image] Attention art students. Third grader Billy Bob Heffernan will be showing off his new tattoos in the gym after school.



[image: image] There is a mistake on the posters you see around campus. We are inviting all students to enter the SPELLING Bee. Not SMELLING Bee. The Smelling BeeI mean, Spelling Beewill be held next Friday. Warning: All the words will be three-letter wordsso it will be hard! But we want all good smellers to join in. Did I say smellers? I meant spellers.



[image: image] Finally, bathroom privileges for fourth graders will be suspended for the rest of the month.







Chapter 1

DO I LOOK TENSE?



Im Bernie Bridges, and I usually walk around with a dazzling smile. Ask anyone. When I smile, its sunshine. Sunshine! Not to mention my adorable dimples.

But today I wasnt smiling. Today my handsome forehead was wrinkled from heavy thoughts. Behind my glasses, my big brown eyes darted from side to side.

Tense? Was I tense?

Does a lizard change its spots?

Dude, I was tense. I had a problem.
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A problem that could get me into major trouble. A problem that could get me booted out of school.

You probably dont have this kind of problem. Because you go home every day.

But I live at the Rotten School. Its a boarding school. That means I dont go home. I live here in a dorm with a bunch of other guys.

Actually, we live in an old house called Rotten House. A whole bunch of fourth and fifth graders live here, and we love it.

My friends and I claimed the third floor, because its good for dropping things out the window on people.

Mrs. Heinie says its against school rules to drop things on people. She knows all the rules. Shes always sniffing around, snooping on us, telling us the rules we are breaking.

But thats her job. She is our dorm mother. She is in charge of all us guys who live in Rotten House, and she is our fourth-grade core teacher.

Mrs. Heinie has her own apartment in the attic. We think she has spy cameras up there. Because she always knows when were dropping things out the window on people.

Mrs. Heinie is very nearsighted. Her glasses are as thick as ice cubes.

But she still knows everything!

Thats why Im afraid shes going to discover my secret. And then Im DOOMED.

How did I get in this mess?

Wellthats a whole other chapter.
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Chapter 2

A WHOLE OTHER CHAPTER



The Whole Other Chapter began this morning.

I was smiling. Innocent. Happy. Did I have a care in the world?

I dont think so.

My faithful friend Belzer carried my breakfast in on a tray. He brings me breakfast in bed every morning.

Good kid, Belzer.

It took me a long time to train him. But it was worth it.

Belzer is a chubby guy with red hair and freckles. This morning he was wearing his Rotten School blazer. We all have to wear the school uniform.

But under his blazer, Belzer was wearing a white T-shirt with bright blue letters across the front. The T-shirt said: I NEED A TUTOR.

Sad, huh?

He wears these loser T-shirts. But, heyI always tell him hes looking good. I like to keep my guys happy.

Belzer poured my orange juice for me. Then he went across the hall to his room.

I nibbled on a few thingseggs, bacon, blueberry muffins, hash brown potatoes, flapjacks, cornflakes with bananas, and apple cobbler.

All part of a healthy breakfastright?

After I swallowed the last crumb of cobbler, I did the Official Rotten School Burp for a few minutes.
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Then I climbed out of bed and put on my school uniform.

I practiced smiling in the mirror for a while. Bernie, those dimples are killer!

Happy. Innocent. Carefree.

And then the box arrived.

Belzer staggered into my room, carrying a HUGE wooden crate in both arms. Big B, this just came for you, he said. II carried it up three flights of stairs. He let out a groan. Heavy, he muttered. Heavy. His knees buckled, and he fell to the floor.

Why dont you set it down? I asked.

Oh. Good thinking. Belzer dropped the crate. Then he sprawled facedown on the floor, gasping for breath.

My two best buddies, Feenman and Crench, walked into the room.

Feenman and Crench are tall and lean and goofy looking. But they are serious dudes. Serious about having fun twenty-four hours a day.

Feenman has a strange hobby. He likes to paint things red when no one is looking. And Crenchs hobby? Making funny noises with balloons.

Good guys.

Belzer, Feenman, and Crench are crammed into the tiny room across from me. They insisted I take the big room for myself. They knew I need my own space. Lots of quiet so I can plan and scheme.
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Whats up with the box? Feenman asked.

I helped pull Belzer to his feet. Probably a gift from one of my admirers, I said. Maybe the teachers all chipped in to buy me something special. You know. To thank me just for being me.

Crench walked around the crate. The box is as big as our room, he said. After you empty it, could I live in the box, Bernie? Could I?

Dont be bitter, I said. I studied the wooden crate. Maybe April-May June sent me a big box of chocolates.

April-May June is the coolest, hottest, blondest, snobbiest girl in the fourth grade. Its about time she started to notice me, I said. I patted the side of the box. Think she sent me flowers?

Bernie, the box is from your parents, Feenman said. Look at the writing on the side. It says Mr. and Mrs. Benny Bridges.

My parents sent this box? I felt a little pang in my heart, a moment of sadness. I love living at the Rotten School, but sometimes I miss my parents.

They are travel writers, so they travel all the time. Thats why they send me to boarding school. We keep in touch by e-mail and cell phone. I get to tell them how great Im doing and how everyone thinks Im awesome.

But it isnt the same as telling them in person.

I studied the box. A present from my parentshmmm. What could it be?

Maybe its a car, I thought. They know I hate walking to class. No. Maybe its a PlayStation with a few hundred games. They know I need time off. Ive been studying way too hard.

No. Suddenly, I knew.

Dudes, why arent you cheering? I cried. Why arent you celebrating? Come onhurry. Go crazy. Go crazy!

They stared at me.

Dont you know this is our lucky day? I said. Dont you know whats in the box? Its the widescreen TV Ive been begging for!

Yes! Belzer shouted, pumping his fists in the air. Sweet!
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I finally convinced my parents that TV is educational, I said. I
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