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Prologue
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Imagine a world where no airplanes soared in the skies, no cameras captured moments, and no electric lights brightened the night. It was a time when people traveled on horseback, wrote with feather quills, and believed the Earth was the center of the universe. Yet, in this world of mystery and discovery, one man saw things differently. He looked at the stars and dreamed of flying. He watched the flow of rivers and imagined machines that could harness their power. He studied the human body, not just to understand it, but to unlock its secrets. That man was Leonardo da Vinci.

Leonardo wasn’t just an artist or a scientist—he was a dreamer, a thinker, and a doer. He painted masterpieces like the Mona Lisa, but he also sketched ideas for helicopters, diving suits, and even robots—hundreds of years before anyone else. His notebooks, filled with strange backward writing and brilliant drawings, reveal a mind that never stopped asking questions: Why do birds fly? How does the heart work? Can we build a machine to conquer the sky?

This book will take you on a journey through Leonardo’s incredible life. You’ll uncover the mysteries of his inventions, discover the stories behind his famous artworks, and explore how his genius shaped the world we live in today.

Are you ready to step into the secret life of a man who dared to dream of the future? Let’s begin!
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Chapter 1: The Boy Who Loved to Draw
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Leonardo da Vinci wasn’t just a famous artist and inventor; he was once a curious little boy with big dreams. Born in a small village called Vinci in Italy in 1452, Leonardo grew up surrounded by hills, rivers, and forests. He didn’t have computers, video games, or even books like we do today. Instead, he spent his days exploring nature. He would watch the way birds flew in the sky, how water rippled in a stream, or how clouds moved across the sky. But more than anything, Leonardo loved to draw.

Even as a little boy, Leonardo’s drawings weren’t ordinary. While most kids might doodle simple pictures, Leonardo paid attention to tiny details. If he saw a butterfly, he didn’t just draw its wings; he noticed how the patterns on each wing were perfectly symmetrical. If he watched a frog leap, he tried to sketch how its legs stretched and bent. His drawings weren’t just pictures; they were like little windows into the world as he saw it. His father, Ser Piero, quickly realized that Leonardo had a special gift.

Leonardo didn’t go to a fancy school. Back then, only some boys learned to read and write, and girls almost never went to school at all. But Leonardo had something even better than a school – he had an enormous imagination and an unending curiosity. He taught himself by observing the world around him. If he saw something interesting, like the way the wind moved the leaves, he would try to understand it and then draw it. His sketchbooks became his most prized possessions, filled with ideas, questions, and pictures of everything he saw.

As Leonardo got older, his talent for drawing became impossible to ignore. His father showed some of his sketches to a famous artist in Florence named Andrea del Verrocchio. Verrocchio was amazed. He had never seen a boy so young create drawings with such precision and life. He agreed to take Leonardo on as an apprentice, which was like being a student and helper at the same time. In Verrocchio’s workshop, Leonardo learned to mix paints, carve sculptures, and even design buildings. But no matter what he did, drawing remained his favorite thing. He could spend hours sketching people’s faces, animals, or machines he imagined.

What made Leonardo different from others wasn’t just his talent but how deeply he cared about getting things right. He would draw and redraw until he captured every little detail. If he drew a horse, he wanted to make sure its muscles looked like they could really move. If he drew a machine, he tried to make it look like it could actually work. His sketches were so lifelike that they seemed to jump off the page.

Even when he became a grown-up, Leonardo never lost his love for drawing. In fact, he carried his sketchbook everywhere, like a modern-day artist with a notebook. He drew not just for art but also for science. If he wanted to learn how the human body worked, he would study it and draw every muscle and bone. If he imagined a flying machine, he would draw it to see how it might work. His love for drawing wasn’t just a hobby – it was his way of thinking and exploring the world.

Today, we remember Leonardo da Vinci as one of the greatest artists in history, the painter of the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper. But it all started with a little boy who loved to draw. He proved that curiosity and creativity can take you far, as long as you never stop learning and dreaming. Even now, more than 500 years later, people are inspired by Leonardo’s sketches and the way he saw the world. His story reminds us that sometimes, the things we love to do as kids can lead to amazing adventures when we grow up.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Chapter 2: Learning from the Masters of Florence
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When Leonardo da Vinci was a young man, his life changed forever when he moved to Florence, a city in Italy that was bursting with art, creativity, and knowledge. Florence wasn’t just any city—it was the heart of the Renaissance, a time when people were rediscovering the wonders of art, science, and learning. The city was alive with the works of great artists, architects, and thinkers. For someone like Leonardo, who was endlessly curious and loved to draw, Florence was the perfect place to learn and grow.

At just 14 years old, Leonardo became an apprentice in the workshop of Andrea del Verrocchio, one of the most famous artists and craftsmen of the time. Being an apprentice meant Leonardo had to start with the basics. He learned how to mix paints, stretch canvases, and carve wood. But Verrocchio’s workshop was no ordinary place. It was like a buzzing hive of creativity, where people worked on paintings, sculptures, and even engineering projects. Leonardo wasn’t just learning how to be an artist; he was learning how to be an inventor and thinker, too.

Verrocchio was more than just a teacher; he was a master at his craft. He had worked on some of Florence’s most important artworks and buildings, and he wanted his apprentices to strive for excellence. Leonardo didn’t just watch and listen—he practiced endlessly. He would paint tiny details over and over again until they were perfect. If he was carving a sculpture, he made sure every curve and line looked real. Verrocchio noticed Leonardo’s dedication and began trusting him with more important tasks.

One famous story shows just how talented Leonardo was, even as a young apprentice. Verrocchio was working on a painting called The Baptism of Christ, and he asked Leonardo to paint a small part of it—a young angel holding a piece of cloth. When Leonardo finished his part, it was so breathtakingly beautiful that it made the rest of the painting look plain by comparison. Legend says Verrocchio was so impressed—and maybe a little jealous—that he decided never to paint again, although he continued teaching and creating other works.

Learning in Florence wasn’t just about painting and sculpting; it was about understanding the world. Leonardo studied everything he could, from mathematics to the way shadows moved. He would visit Florence’s grand cathedrals and study their intricate designs. He would walk through the bustling markets, watching how people moved and interacted, always sketching what he saw. He even studied animals, drawing their muscles and movements. Everything he learned became part of his art, making his work feel more alive and real.

Florence was home to some of the greatest minds of the time, and Leonardo was inspired by them all. Artists like Sandro Botticelli and Filippo Brunelleschi were creating masterpieces, while thinkers like Lorenzo de’ Medici were shaping the city’s future. Leonardo soaked up their ideas like a sponge. He learned how to combine science and art, using perspective to make his paintings look three-dimensional. He also began experimenting with new techniques, like mixing different colors to create more realistic skin tones or using light and shadow to add depth to his work.

But Leonardo’s curiosity didn’t stop at what others were doing. He wanted to push the boundaries of what was possible. He didn’t just copy the masters of Florence—he built on their ideas and tried to surpass them. For example, he studied the way light hit objects and used this knowledge to create more lifelike paintings. He also started sketching designs for machines and inventions, inspired by the bustling workshops and innovative minds around him. Florence wasn’t just a place where Leonardo learned—it was a place where he started dreaming big.

By the time Leonardo left Florence to begin his own career, he wasn’t just an apprentice anymore. He was an artist, a thinker, and a visionary. The lessons he learned from Verrocchio and the other masters of Florence stayed with him for the rest of his life. They shaped not only his art but also his approach to science, engineering, and invention. He took what he learned and made it his own, creating works that would inspire people for centuries to come.

Florence taught Leonardo that art and knowledge are connected, that the world is full of mysteries waiting to be explored, and that even the greatest masters once started as curious students. This
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