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      These are dark stories.

      There is murder.

      There are uncomfortable and tense situations.

      But there is no sexual assault or rape. No animals are tortured or die.
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      Kelsey’s teeth glistened with Vaseline. “How do I look, Mommy?”

      “Don’t you talk now. I can’t have you smearing that lipstick. I think it’s my best yet.” Marcy beamed.

      Marcy had outdone herself; Kelsey’s face barely looked like a little girl’s. Her red-delicious lips were lined below for maximum plumpness, and Marcy had drawn small bumps above for a more doll-like appearance. The gel on her recently whitened teeth made her toothpaste commercial ready.

      Kelsey nodded. A perfectly placed curl shifted, and Marcy squealed. “Good God, Kelsey! What are you doing? Jesus, Mary, and Joseph! Do you see this?” she asked the room of other mothers judging their children. No one looked up. “It almost smudged your eyeshadow!”

      Unnatural blonde hair pinned atop Kelsey’s small skull supposedly gave her a headache, and she didn’t appreciate the silver smoky eye Marcy had created three hours ago. Kelsey was ungrateful. Still blinking furiously from the setting spray she claimed got into her eyes, Kelsey said she worried Marcy may lock her in a closet and buy a new child to decorate. She’d apparently heard some mothers did that.

      Marcy never had, though she could see why some women would say that. It was clearly effective.

      Marcy’s soothing came in the form of: “No, I’d just swap you for a better one.”

      “Curtains in five,” a man in all black with a clipboard called out.

      Marcy became a lioness on the prowl—strong, muscular (under the few extra pounds she’s put on since she and Kelsey have been traveling more), and oh so hungry. Her pupils dilated.

      “Okay. Do you remember everything, Kelsey?”

      Kelsey blinked once and put her hands on her hips. Silver press-on nails shone on top of her white cupcake dress. With yellowing walls and a collection of kid’s birthday party colored dresses behind her, she looked like a child bride. If only. Now, that would create so much buzz. Marcy’s mouth watered at the thought of the press, the magazine articles, the envy and hate, the money.

      “Let’s go over it again,” she said.

      Kelsey may be a beautiful girl, but she wasn’t all that smart. Well, she was book smart. But pageant smart? Not without a refresher now and again.

      Still, Kelsey could and usually did win. Her face alone was worth the big winner’s check.

      Kelsey’s nose scrunched, and Marcy popped her arm with a nearby tube of mascara. It was one of the other girls’ and a very shitty brand—one that clumped and flaked.

      Marcy smiled as she checked her lip gloss in the row of mirrors, knowing that at least one girl was bound to fail.

      She felt like a movie star—Marcy. Every once in a while, if Kelsey was doing well, she’d sneak back to play with the makeup palettes and rub the brushes on her aging skin. It had been three pageants since she’d felt secure enough in their place to do that.

      “Never stop thinking about happy things, because they’ll know if the smile is fake. Hands rest on your hips—never cling. And I don’t care about the blisters you’ve got, you still have to glide. Now, go! Have fun!” Marcy clapped her hands and pushed Kelsey on the ten layers of fabric covered her butt.

      The man came back. “Curtains!” Showtime!

      She had to come home with first place. She lost the previous pageant—pathetically coming in second place. Marcy had never cried so hard. It was the first Kelsey hadn’t won in nine pageants. Marcy felt as if she was losing herself when she heard Theresa’s name called for the winner. The world warped around her. She was in the bathroom when Kelsey found her.

      In her grief, Marcy forgot to ask her if Kelsey was okay.

    

  


This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/whatsunderneathcover.jpg
WHAT'S
UNDER
NEATH

f Janes

ELLE MITCHELL





