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            Introduction

          

        

      

    

    
      In 2019, in London, many black youths died from knife crime, and the numbers have  risen in 2020. Parents and carers, and the black community watch helplessly and with disbelief that this is happening. I am happy to write that a few are fighting back and a lot of groups and initiatives are forming to prevent knife crimes. We know that poverty and deprivation are part of the causes of these crimes and that many of them are in the least affluent parts of London where youths become disengaged from school and thus, joining gangs becomes the order of the day. They cannot envision a bright future and see themselves outside of the mainstream. There is a multitude of reasons behind this, including issues at home and institutionalised racism. Nevertheless, as Christian parents and carers, it is time for us to raise our voices to the almighty God to save black boys from violent deaths. This prayer book is to help parents and carers to do targeted prayer for their sons. I set my examples in Britain, but the content is universal for those that need it in any part of the world.
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      Following the leading of the holy spirit, Stella George wrote Prayer for my Son out of her experience of raising 3 sons and a daughter. Stella has faced many challenges and believes that with continuous prayer, we can use the word of God to quell the works of Satan who continues to roar around our lives. Through the lord’s guidance, she was able to create topics and issues that require prayer in the lives of young black males.
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      As I publish this book the world is battling a pandemic, the Coronavirus that has infected many and caused a lot of deaths.  I can only say that as followers of Christ that we should hold onto psalm 91.  We will continue to ask for God’s mercy and to abide under in His secret place.  The virus does not take away from other issues that we face but seems to make it all pale in comparison.
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      Twenty-five per cent of the proceeds from this book will be donated to causes that contribute to the positive development of black youths. It could be in the form of equipment or other kinds of aid.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Dedication

          

        

      

    

    
      This book is dedicated to my children, Dayo, Lanre, Laolu and Isabella.

      

      And to my dear friends, Yael Clements and Ife Ozurumba. Thank you for being there when I really needed you.

      

      
        
        “From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.” Matthew 11:12

        

        “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”

        Ephesians 6:12
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            About this book

          

        

      

    

    
      In May 2018, I woke up with a strong impression from the holy spirit to write a focused prayer book for black boys. It is a book for whoever feels a sense of spiritual responsibility for a black boy that needs some guidance. Just like Moses, I felt totally helpless and very unqualified. I am the mother of black sons and know the challenges and difficulties that I have faced and the ones I am still working on. I was good at fasting and prayer and belonged to a church community, but I thought only men and women of God like pastors wrote prayer books. Nevertheless, the impression was so strong and specific that I decided to obey.

      The Lord also instructed me to fast and pray for about 30 days for Him to provide me with some topics for the prayer. I did not want to doubt Him, so I accepted that I would do this and started a fasting and prayer the next day. I began to journal and asked for the Holy Spirit to be my guiding light as I took on the task. I asked that He provide me with the strength and knowledge to get the book in the hands of those that needed it. Not everyone feels that they are capable of reaching God on their own. I was in those shoes. I felt that someone special had to pray for me before it could reach God. A lot of people still believe this. It is good to be covered by wise people of God as they might decipher things quicker for you, but you are the only one that can understand your pain and know which area in your life requires prayer. This is not an attempt to tone down the importance of fellowship in the church. Fellowship in the church is critical, and I value it a great deal.

      This book is for mothers, fathers, carers, sisters, brothers, grandmothers, grandfathers, aunties, nieces, uncles and so on. It is for anyone concerned enough to desire to pray and who might be able to find a topic here for their specific problem. You might even be a neighbour who is worried about a neighbour’s son(s). This is your chance to begin to pray for them. Alongside those of my children, I have a secret list of names that I pray for daily.  You can read it in any way you want.  I would suggest you read through it and then pick out prayers or scriptures that are relevant to your situation.  You could use this prayer book as a guide to topics that you want to put before God. You also have scriptures as a guide to specific issues.   You could start in different ways – by yourself, an agreement with a friend, a regular online meeting, on the phone, or physically.  We hope to start a movement in which we can share prayers and experiences. We will start a spiritual revival that will change the lives of our children.
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      As I publish this book the world is being gripped by a pandemic, Coronavirus.  All attention is focused on this disease as it has spread through the world like wildfire and has taken many lives around the world.  Our focus as children of God is to remember Psalm 91 which at the end o

      We pray for the aid of angelic hosts and the Holy Spirit to stop the bloodshed on our streets.

      May the Lord Jesus be our guiding light in this journey.
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            About Me

          

        

      

    

    
      I was not strictly brought up in the church. My grandmother, whom I lived with in Nigeria until I was about 10, went to what is known as a white garment church (Cherubim and Seraphim), and I attended it with her. After this age, I went to live with my parents, who did not participate in church. I did not start attending church till my mid-20s, and even then, it was for about a couple of years, and then I stopped.

      In my twenties, even with an awareness of God, I was not a believer because my analytical, sceptical mind got in the way. I could not understand why we had to worship a being that we had never seen. I also thought that judging by the massive killings and wars in the Old Testament that this being was also vengeful. For why would He wipe millions of lives off the face of the earth when He was displeased that they did not obey Him!

      I got annoyed that it was not enough to worship Him. He even sent His son Jesus to us on earth to die for us, and we also had to worship Him!  I had so many questions and not a lot of satisfactory answers and thus I stopped going to church and declared there was no God.

      In my mind, I had valid reasons for this. However, the most painful one came when my father fell seriously ill and I was helpless to do anything till he died four years later. It was four years of pain and torture, and it took many more years for me to recover.

      I developed my own rule - as soon as good things happened to me, I also expected bad things to follow. Such is the way Satan works in our lives. I had created a prison for myself and had no idea. He is a torturer that isolates and then punishes. The worst part is that he has legions of demons to assist him.

      I was a confused mess, and it was when I started to attend church regularly in my 30s and try and pray and understand the scriptures that things began to make sense to me. I wish I could say the changes were overnight, but it took a long time for me to get to this point, and even then, it is still a journey. I am still learning.

      That is why, even though this book is specifically for black boys, I think we have to start with prayer for ourselves first. Young blacks in the UK, USA and around the world are going through specific issues that, without being too simplistic, seem to have their roots in anger. The majority of them are out on the streets, and a lot are injuring or killing each other or are in prison.

      There seems to be a hunger for role models. Although the influences begin from home, once they go out into the world and
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