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JACO BS, and
MORTIMER

Eight years after The Strange Encounter, Jean Van Hamme
delivered his third Blake & Mortimer episode: The Curse
of the 30 Pieces of Silver. Sadly, the title turned out to be

prophetic: in the course of illustrating it, artist René Sterne,

creator of the adventure series Adler, passed away suddenly.

Then his widow Chantal De Spiegeleer surprised everyone

by deciding to complete her husband’s final album ...
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La Malédiction des trente deniers
(The Curse of the 30 Pieces of Silver) -

LA MALEDICTION
DES TRENTE DENIERS

Mortimer is invited to Greece to identify a
stunning archaeological discovery: Judas’s 30
pieces of silver. These coins, which curse whoever
touches them, seem to be a physical manifestation
of the Lord’s wrath! And in the wrong hands, they
would undoubtedly lead to mankind’s downfall ...

At the same time, the FBI urgently requests
Blake’s help: Olrik has just escaped from
Jacksonville Penitentiary ... While the dastardly
colonel wasn’t the instigator of his own daring
rescue, the prospect of getting revenge on

his enemy Mortimer quickly convinces him to
accept when asked to assist in stealing the
cursed coins. Theological fiction, or scientific
reality? Either way, the danger is real!

SYNOPSIS

Veteran writer Jean Van Hamme’s touch is
unmistakable in this story, with its mystical
overtones reminiscent of the illustrious
days of The Mystery of the Great Pyramid.
Between the return of Olrik, the introduction
of a new enemy worthy of our heroes, and a
story on the razor’s edge between faith and
reason, the readers are treated to nothing
less than a comic fireworks display!

In The Curse of the 30 Pieces of Silver,

Blake and Mortimer’s adventures are,
as always, rich in (hi)story ...
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THE ADVENTURES OF BLAKE & MORTIMER
Based on the characters of EDGAR P. JACOBS

VAN HAMME o STERNE e DE SPIEGELEER e AUBIN
SENTE e JUILLARD e SCHREDER

THE COMPLETE COLLECTION
VOLUME 8

Introductions by Brieg F. Haslé and Nicolas Thibaudin
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This volume includes:

The Curse of the 30 Pieces of Silver
Part 1
The Scroll of Nicodemus

The Curse of the 30 Pieces of Silver
Part 2
The Gate of Orpheus

The Oath of the Five Lords
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CURSED, CURSED, THRICE CURSED ...

For 29 pages, René Sterne was Blake & Mortimer’s artist. A craftsman with
a refined ligne claire style, he made very slow progress, endlessly studying
Jacobs’s work, seeking to ‘give [his] own interpretation of Jacobs’s creation’.
Here is a fine example of that, in which he demonstrates an exemplary sense of
compromise, incorporating the respect owed to the master of Bois-des-Pauvres,
the needs of the narration, and his personal touch.

The first image that draws the
readers’ attention in this middle
strip is panel 7, in the centre. Its
oval shape is a break with panels
8 and 9, over which it lies. Its left
side is truncated by the same two
panels’ left border. The resulting
visual effect binds the three into
a whole within the strip’s layout.
The oval shape and position of
panel 7 are obviously reminiscent
of Jacobs’s layouts in his early al-
bums and draw the readers’ eyes
to this part of the page, which is
therefore emphasised.

However, where Jacobs would
probably have opted for complete
symmetry, Sterne chose to move
the oval slightly to the left.

The event it depicts is essen-
tially a rupture in the narration
that justifies the panel’s central
position. The instant Mortimer
touches the silver coin, the rain
stops, introducing the idea of
a potential magic power to the
readers. But for this rupture to
be apparent, it must be part of a
sequence: this event ensues from
what took place in panels 5 and 6;
panel 7 highlights the important
occurrence; then the narrative
flow resumes with panels 8 and
9. In this configuration, narrative
events follow one after another,
and the spotlight is shone on the
anomaly that the sudden break in
bad weather represents.

But a central oval and a symmet-
rical layout would have had unde-
sirable effects on the continuity of
the narration, as they would have
created a parallelism effect be-
tween panels 5 and 6 on one side,
and panels 8 and 9 on the other.

The panels would, in a way, have
been on the same level in terms

of their reading order. That would
have radically altered the read-
ing flow from linear and consec-
utive (each panel following the
previous one) to scattered and
random (with the central oval be-
coming a possible starting point
for reading). Such a mirror effect
would also have been consuming,
aggressive, and could have been
perceived as gratuitous by the
readers, as the needs of the story
wouldn’t have justified its use.
Therefore, Sterne chose to prior-
itise the narrative function, and
found this elegant compromise,
a homage to Jacobs’s famous lay-
outs, but built slightly off centre
in order to cancel any mirror ef-
fect that might interfere with the
reading.

The way in which the oval blends
into the two rectangles of panels
8 and 9 on the left gives them a

common origin. That could have
been a source of confusion for
the readers, who might have
been tempted to go from panel 6
directly to panel 8. But the oval
comprises the largest portion of
the left side of the frame. Visually
speaking, therefore, there is no
ambiguity as to the reading or-
der, and panel 7 does follow panel
6. The fact that panel 7 overlaps
panels 8 and 9 also indicates that
7 must be read before the other
two, as such a placement (almost
turning 8 and 9 into background)
further hierarchises the reading
order. As the flow still goes from
left to right, Sterne has therefore
secured his system and made sure
the readers’ eyes won’t stray but
instead stay on the correct track.

Taking over characters as legen-
dary as Blake and Mortimeris ne-
ver easy. It requires selflessness
as well as a great deal of love,
respect for, and knowledge of the
original series. It also demands
that you make your own contribu-
tionto the saga. Both René Sterne
and Chantal De Spiegeleer did
so, brilliantly, throughout this
volume....

THE SECRET NOTEBOOKS OF BLAKE, JACOBS, and MORTIMER | ©
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WHAT LIES BEHIND A PAGE
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This one’ out cold.

He got off easy.

O

Let’s see what had these
gents so 1

excited..

= o o i e e e o v T e

i A simple lead religuary, with no engravings
of any sort. Probably ancient, but with no

real value. Strange. Unless..

“Tiberius Caesar Augustus.” I£ it weren't so shiny, |d swear
1t was a silver stater from the time of Emperor Tiberius.

AT THAT VERY
MOMENT, THE RAIN STOPS
AND THE SKY CLEARS, AS IF BY MAGIC.

But its probably just a copy. Curiouser and curiouser-..

HALF AN HOUR LATER, A DRENCHED
MORTIMER RETURNS 70 THE MUSEUM
AS EVENING FALLS UPON THE CITY.
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CONFIDENCES OF
AN ARTIST

‘Page 397 A pure headache, with characters of various origins,
seated, wearing eye masks, all lined up in perspective inside the
apse of a polygonal chapel. This scene is crucial. It underlines how
totalitarianism, in every shape and form, is universal.”

CHANTAL DE SPIEGELEER

© Jacques Fierens
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EMBLEMATIC CHARACTERS

RAINER
VON STAHL

The disturbingly megalomaniacal Count Rainer von Stahl is a former Nazi officer and
member of the Waffen-SS, the infamous ‘Army of the Protection Squadron’ that Heinrich
Himmler led with an iron fist. Aboard the Arax, a luxury yacht flying a flag of convenience,
Von Stahl hides under the identity of Belos Belukian, supposedly an Armenian billionaire
... He dreams of achieving his mentor Adolf Hitler’s ultimate goal (ruling over the entire
world) and secures the services of Colonel Olrik to seize the 30 denarii of Judas Iscariot,
convinced that the cursed coins will grant him power beyond measure. Following Olrik’s
previous stints with nefarious individuals (Emperor Basam Damdu in The Secret of
the Swordfish and The Strange Encounter, and the leader of the secret base in S.0.S.
Meteors), the villain’s service to this third upstanding employer makes one thing clear:
old Olrik has a knack for working for remarkably unsavoury characters! Fans of Tintin,
when they discover Rainer von Stahl, inevitably think of the whimsical Marquis di
Gorgonzola — a stage name for the ridiculous yet dangerous Roberto Rastapopoulos,
Tintin’s old enemy. In Hergé’s The Red Sea Sharks (1958), Rastapopoulos owns
a luxury yacht named the MS Scheherazade and claims to be a media

mogul—a cover for far less appetising activities: arms trafficking and

slavery. This nod confirms that Van Hamme knows his classics and
remembers his childhood reads ...

The eccentric billionaire
Belos Belukian ...

... a.k.a. Rainer von Stahl,
Standartenfiihrer (SS Colonel) in the
Totenkopf SS-Panzer-Division
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TWENTY MINUTES LATER, THE TAX/ STOPS IN AN
ALLEYWAY NEAR THE DOCKs ...

Francis! Won't
you're taking m.

This is a secret MIS hideout. Let's
step lively, shall we? Our journey |
i );:w from over.

-} @rewe supposed to meet him
h

IMMEDIATELY AFTER SHUTTING THE
WAREHOUSE DOOR BEHIND THEM,
THE TWO MEN 6O THROUGH A JECOND
DOOR, WHICH ALSO CLOSES.

Our new illustrator will have the
difficult task of putting images to

ean Usn Hamme's mext scrjpt —which
Starts in the Ancient World in the
year33...

S s s

The year 3312 How the devi

there?

MOMENTS LATER, THE PROFESSOR IS BACk
AT THE CONTROLS OF THE CHRONOSCAPHE,
THE SOURCE OF 50 MaNy FRIGHTENING
EPISODES IN HIS PAST.

=S

Those three ... Ostermann, \lan Heamme,
ente ... I'm not sure | like them much,
you know ... but let’s go, since | must ...

AND ONCE AGAIN, MORTIMER MAKES
AN INCREDIBLE JOURNEY THROUGH
THE CENTURIES.

=

AFTER A LENGTH OF TIME THAT

HE'D BE HARD PRESSED 10 MEASURE, THE STUNNED
PROFESSOR FINDS HIMSEL,

AT THE FOOT OF THE FAMOUS ACROPOLIS .. !

He,
W

! You, over there!
ot are you— ?

SCARED OFF BY THE INTRUDER AND
HIS STRANGE GARB, THE THIEF HAS
FLED WITHOUT A WORD.

It looks ke ... purse!?
wondler-...

NS
g

mend...ortlnbfgthmh ?

9
If the test seems conclusive o you,
dlear readler, see youin ...

The Curse of the 30 Pieces of Sitven

@

Secript: Jean Vsn Hamme
Artwork: 22?2

©René Sterne - Yves Sente / Blake et Mortimer
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When asked why
he sent his heroes
to Greece, Van
Hamme’s answer
was immediate: ‘It’s
a logical approach
for this tale, since

| chose to use the
story of Judas as

its basis. Among
the first persecuted
Christians, many
fled to the Aegean
Sea.That’sa
historical fact ...”

© Jean-Jacques Procureur

COMFORIABLY SEATED IN A FIRST CLASS COMPARTMENT OF THE HELLENIC STATE
RAILWAYS, OUR FRIENDS QUICKLY FORGET ABOUT THE EVENTS OF THE PAST NIGHT.

companion’s unfinished work,
though not without running into
some difficulties. Aware that Blake
& Mortimer's universe was much
closerto Sterne’sthanto hers, she
admitted that her art was more
stylised, less realistic. ‘More than
that,” she said, ‘I’d never done
an action scene, for example.
| empathise with the living things
| draw. To make a proper croc-
odile, | need to understand the
beast. That’s what | did with the
characters Blake and Mortimer.’
Hailed for her courage when the
album came out, De Spiegeleer
chose to step down and let some-
one else handle the second part.
Time, then, for Antoine Aubin,
excellent realist artist and new-

comer to the Jacobsian universe,
to sharpen his pencils and start
work on The Gate of Orpheus,
conclusion of The Curse of the 30
Pieces of Silver — a story whose
name was sadly prophetic.

To be continued ...

While working on The Scroll
of Nicodemus — first part of
The Curse of the 30 Pieces
of Silver — René Sterne and
Chantal De Spiegeleer filled
the volume with nods to the
Blake & Mortimer albums

of the golden age. Can you
spot them? Here’s a quick
selection ...

IN HER OWN WORDS
Chantal De Spiegeleer, artist of the
Blake & Mortimer continuation

-

PR

MORTIMER HAS INSTINCTIVELY LEANED OUT OF THE WINDOW AND JUST
HAS 7'//4[ 10 SEE THE BLACK LINCOLN DISAPPEARING INTO THE DARKNESS.

A

The Mystery of the Great >
Pyramid, first part: Manetho’s
Papyrus

s

f
- ELMmmmmv anumu-muu. st

o iy e Prifesses w3 =
ou' feeling ot 'th mammf
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The Mystery of the Great Pyramid,
second part: The Chamber of Horus

AT THAT HOMENT, THE SHOCK FINALLY
WORKS MORTIMER"S MEMORY LOOSE®.

Sk HE]
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© Le Lombard

IN HIS OWN WORDS
René Sterne, artist of the Blake & Mortimer continuation

Ao 8
NGNS, L~

._ A
© Sterne — www.brunograff.com
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Francis Blake is proud to present to you the two test pages illustrated by René Sterne, in which Yves
Sente delighted in asking the artist to draw Edgar P. Jacobs’s heroes, a car chase inthe streets of London,
several Jacobsian machines such as the Chronoscaphe, and James, the Centaur Club’s unflappable
butler ... while also slipping in friendly nods to fellow scriptwriter Jean Van Hamme and their common
publisher Philippe Ostermann —who at the time was in charge of the new Blake & Mortimer albums.

8 — i T TIT T e
A Philip! Thank God Evening, Francis! | was beginnin: Goodlness! That could make for
THAT EVENING, THE MIST GIVES WAy TO I |, / 7 b . . 4
H 4 LIGHT RAIN THAT PATTERS AGAINST THE | [} you're still here! to/;vonds}:/f yat;l u;er-e corming. faq a lively evening!
FRONT OF THE CENTAUR CLUB BUILDING ... H e A tell you the truth, | am y
H ﬂ L l Samished! You don’t know the half
= |

of it! Sente's alreacly tracl
Olrik escape from prison,
and he's sent him after us
to see how we’// handle
car chase through Lonlon.
There isn't a moment to

Ostermann!? Publisher Dargaud's
edlitorsa/ director?

HH :
— Lt // Ol That's the one! You see, he's
;J looking for & new artist for
7 > 5 our adventures, and he had
A

&\ the bright iddea to ask Yves
N

Sente to write an action

-aphical

3 . / [ dlate’s gr
= 7 abilitres!
/ / sy (R
S BV \
= ! 5’“ { = )

A s /‘/ scene — to test the candl-

Undlerstandling that his quarry is
in danger of getting away, the
dlaring colone/ steps on his power-
ful car's accelerator.

Raaaaaaach! You won't escape
me this time, my masters!

:,vj T W AR S WP A A s
HEEDLESS OF THE DANGER, OLRIK THUNDERS BUT HE HASNT COUNTED ON THE
AFTER THE FLEEING TAXI WHILE ALSO TRYING TO LONDON CABBIE'S IMPRESSIVE SKILL,
SHOOT ITS TYRES. AND THE VEHICLE SUDDENLY VEERS
e 1 B e ] INTO A IMAL]é é’éf:’PEND/QJLAP
RE

© René Sterne - Yves Sente / Blake et Mortimer

Where René Sterne proves in talented fashion that he is the right man to step into Ted Benoit’s shoes ...
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The images surrounded by a brown frame are taken from Part 1 of The Curse of the 30 Pieces of Silver.
The others are from albums by E. P. Jacobs.

“... The whole
in our hand!
Masters of the

>

The Secret of

the Swordfish,

first part:

The Incredible | _
Chase [

/anet Is
/e are the
Worldl!”

NN S = o
THE WORLD!!
X T

FROM HIGH IN THE SKY, THE ACROPOLIS 1S ALREADY VISIBLE IN ALL ITS GLORY,
SHINING IN THE SUNLIGHT, A SPLENDID REMINDER OF ITS CELEBRATED PAST.

INDEED, AT THAT VERY MOMENT, A DC-6 ON THE LONDON-ROME-ATHENS ROUTE, WITH
MORTIHER ABOARD, OVERFLIES THE PARTHENON BEF ORE LANDING AT HELLINIKON
AIRPORT, A FEW MILES SOUTH OF THE GREEK CAPITAL.

AFTER TAKING LEAVE OF THEIR
COMPANIONS, BLAKE AND MORTIMER
RETURN 10 THEIR APARTMENTS IN PARK ]
LANE, STILL CHATTING.

AS 11 O'CLOCK CHIMES FROM BlG BEN, BLAKE
AND KENDALL LEAVE SCOTLAND YARD...

1 wondler where the Yellow “M” will
show up next: in & bank, & museum,
@ ministry, or at Buckingham Pslsce?,

Fersanally, all | ask i

that he et show op

at our place. I'm ready to
e with soep

The Yellow M

A

Olrik escaped from
Jacksonville Penitentiary.

Our thanks to Archibald

from the ‘Centaur Club’ forum
(www.centaurclub.com)

for his keen eye

THE SECRET NOTEBOOKS OF BLAKE, JACOBS, and MORTIMER | &
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mais votre acljoint est I

Dargaud, and therefore Editions

Blake et Mortimer. As it hap- 0| DR

ened, Sente remembered that — "--9 T SEL T

'Fn 1998, artist René Sterne had _'@swggf-‘é{!%%g
applied to illustrate The Voronov —— ‘ e ST
Plot - a job that would eventually e e s | e g g recubier

go to André Juillard — and, as a
trial run, had made a few draw-
ings and produced a potential
cover ... So, Sente wrote a script
for two new test pages, in order

I o-t-1], Francis? l
Que se passetl Franci !,

Effctivement, uand I o e 1| H roue
to see whether this artist (whose v A torabt i /;;N@k“;ﬂ;;
style was fairly realist yet rather st o1 Lo 2l e

e pls
PP et Vomes, rentrons. |

different from Jacobs’s) could rise
to the challenge and prove a wor-
thy successor to Benoit. ‘/n those
two pages,” Sente remembered

3 . S \Q N A ¢ Blake raconte en quelgues
about the test, ‘/ put the ingredi- /|’" I Ve &y 7 V| ey,
ents from the series that were the : =\ A .
most typical, but also the most dif- RN et
ficult, such as the car chase in the et e

. — Je pourrais vous 1]
middle of London, a secret base “""AWM'MF,#,, “Jﬁ’;i"ﬁb
where Swordfish, Chronoscaphe, | 2o /Zi, . ‘ .

. [l toute urgence /' = Find
s Seeroe s trace. —1 & ¥

anfj other assorted Jacobsian ma 3ol bt goy Uy e
chines were stored ... all of that “gy%, g CEkd e Lake Ditrich ol felon:

. . M A S~ 0 i I Une pers
with text that served as a kind of i iSIhZ E Y me riou

nod to Jean Van Hamme’s script.’ )
As the publisher of his adven- ] } s
ture series Adler, published by | > <& é
Le Lombard since 1987, Sente L BN ﬂ§4
knew Sterne well and did not go s ]
easy on the artist, but in doing so
encouraged him to give his best.

‘René sketched a lot,’ he contin- Page 7 (27 of this book), drawn and inked by René Sterne, before colour was
ued, ‘and as always we talked, applied by Laurence Croix and Chantal De Spiegeleer

G

A preparatory sketch by
Chantal De Spiegeleer
for the final panel, on
which the eventual cover
illustration would be
based

© Sterne — www.brunograff.com
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The Curse of the 30 Pieces of Silver is a spellbinding
story full of magic, adventure, travel, and charm.

Blake and Mortimer will be there, and Olrik, of course.
A villain’s villain, but even worse! Cars, ships, planes,
action, and two ladies full of grace ... Everything | love!
A devastating, two-thousand-year-old curse ...’

ing two Blake & Mortimer epi-

sodes (The Francis Blake Affair
and The Strange Encounter), art-
ist Ted Benoit elected to end his
participation in the series’ revival.
‘I am quitting Blake & Mortimer
because I've spent eight years
on the series,” he explained.
‘I don’t want to dedicate the next

September 2002. Afterillustrat-

four years to another album. I’'m
worried | won’t be able to keep
up.” That left the publisher with
one critical issue: finding a suc-
cessor to translate into images
the new script that Van Hamme
had only recently turned in —and
which would become the two-
part The Curse of the 30 Pieces
of Silver.

René Sterne

SENTE TO THE RESCUE

Yves Sente, along with André
Juillard, comprised the other
team that gave life to Jacobs’s he-
roes, but he was also a publisher
by trade. At the time, he was the
editorial director of Le Lombard,
a publishing house owned by
the Média-Participations group
— which also owned publisher

THE SECRET NOTEBOOKS OF BLAKE, JACOBS, and MORTIMER | ~
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of him, Sterne immediately set
to work and turned out a host
of preparatory pencil sketches,
storyboard pages, and character
studies. Then came that tragic 15
November2006...Athis Caribbean
retreat on one of the Grenadine
islands, where he and his wife
Chantal De Spiegeleer had lived
since 1992, Sterne passed away
suddenly, taken mid-creation.
He was only 54. At the time of his
death, René Sterne had made a
good deal of progress towards
finishing the first part of The Curse
ofthe 30 Pieces of Silver. He’d left
behind in his workshop the final-
ised layout for the entire album,
in pencil, as well as 29 inked
pages. Beyond the initial shock
and grief, the question of how to
continue the episode in progress
arose. The editorial stakes were
extremely high, of course, and a
decision was urgently needed for
the album to be published.

HOMAGE FROM AN ARTIST AND
WIFE

Both the publisherand VanHamme
thought of Chantal De Spiegeleer,
herself a comic author (worthy of
a mention are her unusual album
Mirabelle and her series Madila),
who agreed to take up the gauntlet
and complete her husband’s final
album! ‘For the first time in the
history of Blake & Mortimer,” an
emotional Van Hamme said, ‘a
woman joined the ranks of the
creators. Chantal De Spiegeleer
had been working hand in hand
with René Sterne when fate struck
her husband down in the middle of
his task. She finished the album to
honour his memory.” Her decision
added a very special and moving
dimension to the creation of the

first part of The Curse of the 30
Pieces of Silver. ‘It was natural, like
a necessity,” the artist admitted
about her courageous decision.
‘René would have wanted me to do

it. He’d inked 29 pages and done
the layout for the whole story. He
took the work to heart, deeply, and
enjoyed playing forger. Continuing
without him was strange ..." De
Spiegeleer had initially been the
colourist assigned to the art that
her husband was drawing. It had
been logical for her to see the first
pages come into existence, and to
be a participant in the exchanges
between Sterne and Van Hamme.
‘René and Jean got on famously,’
sherevealed. ‘I heard them discuss
the script like a pair of kids. They
shared the same passion for
Greece, and the same childhood
nostalgia for Blake & Mortimer.’
She also thanked the famous
writer with elegant reserve: ‘With
me, Jean was considerate and
trusting.”

ADIFFICULT RESTART
With a bravery worthy of admira-
tion, De Spiegeleer resumed her

Preparatory
pencil sketches
by René Sterne
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2006), a talented
creator cut off

in the middle of
making his first
Blake & Mortimer
album ...

corrected, polished ... until we
ended up with two immaculate
pages.’ Without saying which art-
ist had produced the two pages,
Sente presented them to those
in charge of making the decision.
‘| submitted them to Jean Van
Hamme without telling him who’d
drawn them. He was wowed.
So was the publisher. The much
hoped-for contract followed, and
René was able to get started on
“his” Blake & Mortimer.” Everyone
was delighted, and this newest
album of the continuation was
off to a good start! Unfortunately,
fate had other ideas ...

René Sterne (1952-

“Tiberius Caesar Augustus.” I£ it weren't so shiny, 1d swear
it was a silver stater from the time of Emperor Tiberius.

AT THAT VERY
MOMENT, THE RAIN STOPS
AND THE SKY CLEARS, AS IF BY MAGIC.Ny

An episode in the purest tradition of popular adventure stories ...

IN HIS OWN WORDS
Jean Van Hamme, writer of the
Blake & Mortimer continuation

But it probably just a copy. Curiouser and curiouser..

CUT OFF MID-CREATION

Ecstatic at the trust Van Hamme
and publisher Blake et Mortimer
had placed in him, René Sterne
shared his enthusiasm with his
website’s visitors: ‘/ simply must
announce it myself,” he wrote.
‘After successfully passing the
prerequisite evaluation tests, of
course, | was asked to take over
art duties for Blake & Mortimer.
Consequently, Adler has gone
on holiday for a while ... If it took
me some time to give you all the
news, it’s because I’ve been very,
very busy these past few months.
| won’t go into detail about how
much work it entails but know
that going from one’s own se-
ries to one as culturally charged
as this one is not easy. I'm well
aware of how high the stakes
are ... Awed by the task ahead
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