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				Once again, it seems a mad fantasy that this book in your hands exists at all.

				After the surprise success of Afterlife with Archie, I pitched Archie Comics’ CEO and Publisher (and, by now, good friend) Jon Goldwater a companion horror series about Sabrina, the teenage witch. “If Afterlife was my love letter to Alan Moore’s Swamp Thing,” I said, “Sabrina would be a love letter to Sandman.” Jon greenlit it immediately. 

				If Afterlife was about Lovecraft and zombies and body-horror, Sabrina would be more psychological, a bit more subtle (but only a bit), a bit more sexual (as stories about witches often are). There would be less humor than Afterlife, which strives for a Sam Raimi-vibe; this would be more like Rosemary’s Baby and The Exorcist and The Omen and Arthur Miller’s The Crucible (hence this volume’s subtitle). A dark, occult coming of age story. To further set the book apart from Afterlife (which featured Sabrina in a minor role), Chilling Adventures of Sabrina (which takes its title from an old Archie horror anthology book, Chilling Adventures of Sorcery), would be a period piece, set in the 1960s. Not just when all those great satanic movies started to come out, but also, approximately, when the original Sabrina stories were first published. 

				With all but one of the pieces in place, we were almost ready to go. We just needed to find an artist as good as Francesco Francavilla (who draws Afterlife with Archie) to draw Sabrina. Easy, right? Robert Hack had drawn a variant cover for the first issue of Afterlife. And some retro-looking variants for Archie’s magazine series, Life with Archie. I reached out to Robert and asked if he’d ever done interiors on a comic book. He hadn’t, so this was a leap of faith. At first, Robert was only supposed to draw and ink Sabrina, not color it. But we went out to many wonderful colorists…and none of them seemed right. We even flirted, for a few days, with publishing the book in black-and-white. Then I went back to Robert and asked if he ever colored his own work. “Yes,” he said, “but only single images, nothing on this scale.” Another leap of faith. Just as Francesco handles all of the art chores on Afterlife, Robert Hack does on Chilling Adventures. Their styles couldn’t be more different, but they are—in my humble opinion—the two most gorgeous books being published today. 
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				Now let’s talk lettering. Jack Morelli letters both Afterlife and Sabrina. He is the secret ingredient that links these two books across space and time. He is, now and forever, Archie Horror’s letterer—an invaluable part of the team. I want Jack to letter everything I write—whattya say, Jack? 

				What else? Oh, yes, we love this book. It isn’t easy to make—they never are—but we want it to go on and on and on. All Hail, Sabrina Spellman, Queen of the Church of Night!
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