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Abilene State Park
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We stayed at Abilene State Park on our way to somewhere else in October of 2020. This was a park I wish I had scheduled more than one night at. We stayed on the Pecan Grove Loop. Our site backed up to a field with trees scattered throughout. We left the back of our camper open and enjoyed watching the deer sneak through the field periodically. Near the camping loop was a great little trail that followed a creek through the woods. The trail wound up at a pond with a small fishing dock and a couple of clearings on the shore that were good to fish at too. While exploring along the trail, I heard some wild pigs in the brush but didn’t find them. (Probably a good thing). I walked over to the cabins which were near our campsite and peeked in the windows. They were nice inside. It would be a terrific place for a family reunion, or a group of friends to get together. We didn’t unhitch so we didn’t explore the rest of the park or the lake side of the park. The park is big enough that I didn’t want to walk it all. I was having too much fun exploring the Creekside trail. This would be a great park to go back to and spend a week in. Bring your bikes, fishing poles, and swimsuits if it is hot out.
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Atlanta State Park
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Atlanta State Park is a bit southwest of Texarkana in northeast Texas. As with many Texas state parks, it is on a lake in the woods. But as with all of them, it has its own “feel” and special environment. We stayed at Atlanta State Park overnight in December 2022. We arrived in a rainstorm. I plugged into the power quickly and we waited out the storm. The park was almost empty because we were there just before they were closing for a couple of days to set up for a Christmas light celebration. I was very happy with the timing. I enjoy staying in places with almost empty campgrounds. I could tell the park usually had a lot of visitors, especially in the summer. It looked well-used and well-loved, not abandoned or neglected. Within comfortable walking distance of our camping loop, there was a swimming area on the lake with a big grassy field. I didn't walk down to the actual swimming area; the hill was rather steep and wet from the rain. Kids would have a great time running down it (or rolling down it). I spent quite a while on a floating fishing dock watching the storm clouds over the lake. I could have spent much longer on the dock, but I wanted to see more. The hiking trails were not near the campground loop we were staying on, but I found an old road to hike that went alongside the lake. The lake had washed out big parts of the road, which is why it was closed. It was peaceful to walk on. I found sunset on another camping loop that overlooked the lake. I didn't want to leave it. It was peaceful poking around after a day driving in a series of thunderstorms. I enjoyed the walk back along the road. I had to work to pay attention to where I was walking because the trees were so beautiful and created many different shapes. I kept having to stop so I could admire the trees. I enjoyed this state park and look forward to returning and will make this a routine stop when I visit Arkansas.
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Blanco State Park
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We stayed at Blanco State Park near Austin TX shortly after a winter storm in February 2022. The fisher people were fishing but no one was in the water. This is a neat state park. I thought I would be disappointed because it is very small and right next to the highway, but they did a really good job developing it. One side of the river has a day use picnic area with plenty of river access. Then you drive across a dam that has water flowing over it to get to the campground. This is a great place for those new to camping or for those with small kids. It has an easy but interesting trail that makes a loop both along the river and through the woods. It even goes under the highway. The campground is easy for bike riding on the roads with lots of circles around the camping loops. There are many picnic areas along the river. Some are grouped together, and some are alone. It is very close to town, actually right in town. It has both full hook-up and no hook-up campsites, some good tent sites, and shelters. And there were sheep on one side of the campground and cows on the other. This is a great weekend adventure for a family.

––––––––
[image: ]


[image: A body of water with trees and a building in the background Description automatically generated]

[image: A tree next to a body of water Description automatically generated]

[image: Picnic table and grill under a tree Description automatically generated]

[image: A pond with trees and grass Description automatically generated]

[image: A fenced in field with barn and trees Description automatically generated]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Buescher and Bastrop State Parks
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We stayed at Buescher State Park for two nights on our search for Fall trip in November of 2020. I enjoyed this park (You have seen this sentence in all my essays, but it is true.) Our campsite was surrounded by woods that were thick enough that we felt secluded. We made a nice little living area behind the camper, and I enjoyed reading in the hammock and watching and listening to all the birds. There were many trails to explore. A couple were within walking distance from the campsite, but I drove to several of the trailheads. A couple of cabins were just across the road from our campsite. They overlooked a small lake. No one was in the cabins at the time, so I got to sit on the cabin porch and watch the moon over the lake. It was beautiful. Some of the trails we walked were woody with large trees. Most of the trails had signs identifying different plants. I learned about Yaupon Holly and that its leaves have caffeine so you could make tea with it. But the scientific name is Ilex vomitoria because ingestion can cause vomiting, so I didn’t try it.  

There is a scenic road that connects Buescher State Park to Bastrop State Park. On this road is a very high scenic overlook that is a terrific place to watch the sunset. There are cows grazing in the valley below and occasionally a deer or two walk the edge of the pastures. I went up to this overlook several times and did not get tired of the view. This road is full of curves and hills and made me feel we were on quite an adventure.

Bastrop State Park is very different from Buescher. The woods are more open, there is a lot more prairie-type environment, and the campsites are more developed and less woody. There is even a large community pavilion and a swimming pool that is open in the summer. I walked one of the trails through the meadow and chased grasshoppers. They are very hard to photograph, and I didn’t get a good photo.

I am glad we stayed at Buescher and visited Bastrop. Buescher is perfect for small rigs and tents and the cabins are amazing. Bastrop is excellent if you have a big rig and like RV resort-type parks. Whichever park you choose to stay at, make sure to spend time in the other park and walk some of the trails. This is a good location to spend a week, there is a lot of variety. I don’t think biking in Buescher would be safe, but Bastrop is a good biking location. Both have water for fishing and canoeing. I don’t remember seeing a place to rent canoes. If you have your own paddle-powered watercraft there is a great dock to launch from.

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Caddo Lake State Park
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We stopped at Caddo Lake State Park in northeast Texas in July of 2022. I had seen numerous bird photos taken on this lake and was looking forward to visiting this park. There are campsites for both big and small rigs and some nice tent and cabin sites. You will need to pay attention to the site sizes when reserving your spot. The bigger ones are on the full hook-up loop or at the end of the electric and water loop, but that circle at the end can be a little tight. The big rig friendly sites seem to fill quickly. The site I picked was fine for us, but we had no extra length. The campsites have a lot of privacy and are beautifully separated from each other. The trails are within walking distance of the campsites, and so is the lake. We rented a canoe (It was heavy, so be prepared) and enjoyed a paddle on the Mill Pond area of the lake. We went a little bit into the main lake, but not being experienced paddlers, we decided to stick closer to the launch. It was fun paddling and seeing the cypress trees, lily pads, and turtles from close up. I walked part of the trail system early in the morning. The trails are well-maintained and have lots of little bridges. I enjoyed the trails and wanted to see more. The trail I followed near the boat ramps meandered through the swampy woods. I saw dozens of damselflies
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