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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to every level and type of student. I've taught every age from kindergarten kids to adults. These days, I'm teaching in Vancouver, Canaeda.

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I completed the CELTA and DELTA certification programs. You can find me here: 

ESL Speaking (www.eslspeaking.org)

YouTube: (www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen)

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

You might also be interested in these resources. You can find them wherever you like to buy books: 


−  Advanced English Conversation Dialogues

−  1001 English Expressions and Phrases

−  The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use
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​How to Use this Book
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This book is ideal for people who want to improve their reading comprehension skills and vocabulary. Or for people who are preparing to move to Canada and want to learn a little bit about the culture before doing that. 

To get the most bang for your buck, I recommend doing the following: 


−  Read one story a day, instead of all the stories in a single day! The best readers are those who do it consistently each day. 

−  Be sure to do the questions for each story. 

−  Pay attention to the vocabulary words in bold (letters that are darker). Try to guess the meaning of the word, considering the other words in the sentence before looking it up in a dictionary. After that, write down any words that you don't know in a notebook to review later. Also consider making flashcards for these new words. 

−  Read the stories with a friend if possible. Discuss the questions together. 

−  If you're using this book to improve your TOEFL, TOEIC or IELTS reading scores, be sure to read the questions first so you can scan for the answers instead of reading every single word. After doing this, take more time to read the story in full. 
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​Online Dating
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Once upon a time, in a small town called Willowbrook, there lived a young woman named Emma. Emma was a kind-hearted and adventurous soul who had always dreamed of finding true love. However, living in a close-knit community made it challenging for her to meet new people. 

Determined to change her fate, Emma decided to try her luck with online dating. Her friends have always encouraged her to sign up, but she was reluctant. Now was the time though! 

With her laptop in hand, Emma signed up for a popular dating website called "LoveConnect." She created an honest and captivating profile, highlighting her love for hiking, photography, and volunteering. Soon enough, she began receiving messages from various people who were intrigued by her interests.

Among the messages, there was one that stood out. It was from a man named Alex, who shared Emma's passion for the outdoors. His message was genuine and filled with enthusiasm. Intrigued, Emma decided to reply, sparking the beginning of their online journey.

Over the next few weeks, Emma and Alex exchanged messages daily. They discovered many similarities, such as their love for animals and their dreams of traveling the world. Their conversations gradually grew deeper, filled with shared dreams, fears, and aspirations. Emma felt a sense of comfort and trust in their connection, as if she had known Alex for a lifetime.

With their virtual relationship blossoming, Emma and Alex decided it was time to take the next step. They planned to meet face-to-face for the first time at a local café in Willowbrook. Emma couldn't help but feel a mixture of excitement and nervousness as the day approached.

The day of their long-awaited meeting finally arrived. Emma walked into the café, scanning the crowd in search of Alex. Suddenly, she spotted a tall, bearded man with a friendly smile waving at her. It was Alex. As they embraced, their connection felt genuine, just as it had online. He was even cuter in person than his pictures online. It was a case of love at first sight.

As they sat down, sipping their coffees, Emma and Alex reminisced about their online conversations, realizing how much they had in common. They laughed, shared stories, and even discovered new interests they could explore together.

Days turned into weeks, weeks into months, and Emma and Alex's bond continued to grow stronger. They embarked on countless adventures, exploring the beauty of nature, capturing stunning photographs, and making cherished memories. Their love story had begun online, but it had transcended the digital world and transformed into a beautiful reality.

Through online dating, Emma had found her perfect match. She had learned that true love knows no boundaries, not even those of a computer screen. It was a reminder that sometimes, taking a leap of faith and venturing into the unknown could lead to the most incredible journeys of all.

Vocabulary 

close-knit: A group of people with strong relationships.

captivating: Able to attract, and hold interest. 

genuine: Real; sincere.

blossoming: Growing. 

love at first sight: A feeling of instant connection to someone, on the first meeting. 

sipping: Drinking something slowly. 

leap of faith: Doing something where the outcome is unknowable. 
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Comprehension Questions

	Why did Emma find it difficult to meet a romantic partner?

	Did Emma talk extensively to many people on the dating apps?

	Did Emma and Alex get to know each other well before meeting in person? 

	Was Emma disappointed when she met Alex at the coffee shop? 

	How long did they end up dating? 


Answers 

	She found it difficult because she lived in such a close-knit community.

	No, it seems like she focused on one guy, Alex.

	Yes, they messaged daily about their hopes, fears, and dreams. 

	No, she wasn't. She thought he was even cuter than his pictures online. 

	They dated for months, and are still together when the story ends. 


Summarize the Story

Using 1-2 sentences, summarize the story. Include only the main details and key events. 

Summary: 

New Words

Write down any new words that you learned from this story. Consider writing them in a vocabulary notebook or making some flashcards for further review. 
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Let's Talk More

	Have you ever tried online dating? How did it go?

	What are some ways that people can meet romantic partners, not online?

	Are there any dangers to online dating? 

	Can you imagine life even 20 years ago, before online dating apps? 
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​The Canucks Game
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There was a guy named Alex who moved to Vancouver to study English. Alex had recently moved to the city and was excited to immerse himself in the local culture. He had heard a lot about ice hockey and how passionate Canadians were about the sport. So when he found out that the Vancouver Canucks, the local hockey team, had a game coming up, Alex knew he had to experience it firsthand.

With great anticipation, Alex bought a ticket to the Canucks game at Rogers Arena. He arrived early at the arena, feeling a mix of nervousness and excitement. The atmosphere was electric as fans clad in blue and green jerseys filled the stadium. The sound of cheerful conversations, laughter, and the smell of freshly made popcorn filled the air.

As Alex took his seat, he noticed the giant scoreboard above the ice rink, displaying the team's logo with pride. The lights dimmed, and the crowd erupted in cheers as the players skated onto the ice. The game began, and the speed and skill of the players amazed Alex. He could feel the intensity of the game, and it was infectious.

Throughout the game, Alex couldn't help but join in the chants and cheers with the other fans. He learned the popular chants like "Go Canucks, Go!" and "Let's go, Vancouver!" It didn't matter if he didn't understand every word; the energy in the arena carried him along.

During the intermission, Alex decided to explore the concourse. They discovered various food stands offering classic Canadian treats like poutine and maple syrup-flavored donuts. Alex indulged in a delicious hot dog, feeling grateful for this wonderful cultural experience. Of course, he bought a couple of very expensive beers as well. 

As the game continued, the Canucks scored a goal, and the crowd erupted in an explosion of joy. The unity felt in that moment was incredible. Alex found himself high-fiving strangers, connected by his shared love for the team.

Even though the Canucks didn't win that particular game, Alex left the arena with a newfound appreciation for ice hockey and the Vancouver Canucks. He felt a sense of belonging and understood why hockey was such an integral part of Canadian culture.

Walking back home, Alex couldn't help but reflect on the amazing experience he had just had. He realized that attending a Vancouver Canucks game was more than just watching a sport; it was about being part of a community, celebrating together, and embracing the spirit of the game.

From that day forward, Alex continued to support the Canucks, attending games whenever possible. He made new friends, bonded over shared victories and defeats, and became a true fan of the team. The Vancouver Canucks had not only given Alex a memorable evening but also a lifelong passion for ice hockey and a deep love for his new home.

Vocabulary 

immerse: Involve oneself deeply in something. 

local culture: The way of life in a certain location. 

electric: Exciting; thrilling.

dimmed: Became less bright. 

newfound: Recently discovered. 

integral: Very important; key.

reflect: Think back upon something. 

the spirit of the game: Sportsmanship; fair play, playing for the love of the game. 

Comprehension Questions

	Did Alex know a lot about hockey before moving to Vancouver?

	What was the atmosphere like at the arena?

	What are some examples of unity amongst the fans?

	Do you think Alex will be a Canucks fan for life? 

	Do Canadians love hockey?
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Answers

	No, he didn't.

	It was very exciting—lots of sights, smells, sounds, and Canucks fans. 

	They were united in their chants and cheers, as well as when the Canucks scored a goal.

	Yes, most likely! He watched games after that whenever possible.

	Yes, Canadians are very passionate about hockey. 


Summarize the Story

Using 1-2 sentences, summarize the story. Include only the main details and key events. 

Summary: 

New Words

Write down any new words that you learned from this story. Consider writing them in a vocabulary notebook or making some flashcards for further review. 
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Let's Talk More

	Have you ever been to a professional hockey game? What was that experience like? If you haven't, you can talk about an experience at another sport.

	Do you think that sport can positively unite countries?

	Do professional athletes get paid too much money in your opinion? 

	If you have/had children, would you ever encourage them to try to become professional athletes?

	Do you think sports like hockey or American football are too violent?
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