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READ THIS IMPORTANT SAFETY NOTICE

To prevent accidents, keep safety in mind while you work. Use the safety guards installed on power equipment; they are for your protection. When working on power equipment, keep fingers away from saw blades, wear safety goggles to prevent injuries from flying wood chips and sawdust, wear headphones to protect your hearing, and consider installing a dust vacuum to reduce the amount of airborne sawdust in your woodshop. Don't wear loose clothing, such as neckties or shirts with loose sleeves, or jewelry, such as rings, necklaces or bracelets, when working on power equipment. Tie back long hair to prevent it from getting caught in your equipment. People who are sensitive to certain chemicals should check the chemical content of any product before using it. The authors and editors who compiled this book have tried to make the contents as accurate and correct as possible. Plans, illustrations, photographs and text have been carefully checked. All instructions, plans and projects should be carefully read, studied and understood before beginning construction. Due to the variability of local conditions, construction materials, skill levels, etc., neither the author nor Popular Woodworking Books assumes any responsibility for any accidents, injuries, damages or other losses incurred resulting from the material presented in this book. Prices listed for supplies and equipment were current at the time of publication and are subject to change.
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This book was a test to push the limits of the biscuit joiner. It did not fail anywhere.


In fact, it received extra credit for being so versatile and uncomplaining no matter what was asked of it. I don't claim to have learned all the tricks and uses of the biscuit joiner. This book is to be used merely as a jumping-off point for new uses of this amazing tool.

When I was starting out in the cabinetmaking business, the biscuit joiner wasn't anywhere to be seen. This tool was used in certain small circles that just didn't include commercial cabinetmaking shops. I don't remember the first time I used a biscuit joiner, but I do remember it was criticized as being a lazy and very questionable way to make joints, and that it probably wouldn't stand the test of use and time.

I had my own shop for several years, and I tried things that I wouldn't have been allowed to try while working for someone else. I used the biscuit joiner for several projects, and I was amazed at how easily and quickly the joint-making process became.

I remember making a small breakfast table for a client and assembling it using biscuits. It came apart at one of the leg joints, and I was very embarrassed, of course. I went to the client's house and put the table back together using the same biscuits in the same joint. I realized that I hadn't used enough glue to make the biscuits swell and make the joint tight. The table is still being used with no problems.

The last shop that I worked in used the biscuit joiner for a wide variety of applications, including large projects with large parts that wouldn't fit easily on our stationary power tools. So, we used the biscuit joiner instead, and simply took the tool to the project!

Some joints are left loose and unglued for installation purposes, such as large wall panels or cabinets that can't be built in one piece. Biscuits can serve as alignment guides in reassembling projects on-site. (The biscuit is glued in one side of the joint only.) One of the projects in this book is completely knockdown, and it's all done with the biscuit joiner.

You, the reader and woodworker, are invited to put the biscuit joiner to the test. You will think of new ways to use the tool, and it will make your woodworking even more fun, so now let's get to some projects!








biscuit joiner BASICS


Few tools generate as much passionate debate as the biscuit joiner, arguably the most important woodworking tool invention in the last 50 years. Here, learn how to make your biscuit joints stronger, faster and more accurate.


by Christopher Schwarz





My first woodworking class years ago was all about handcut joints. We cut mortises, tenons, dovetails, half-laps, bridle joints — you name it. All with hand tools. It's a lucky thing a coping saw doesn't make much noise, because while cleaning out my 114th dovetail pin I overheard a classmate talking about biscuits.

Biscuits, he told us in hushed tones, are a faster and easier way to join wood. But some people, and he looked up at that moment to see if our instructor was listening, think that biscuits are cheating. Well, that was enough for me. I had to find out what all the fuss was about.

As it turns out, biscuit joinery is, in actuality, cheating — the same kind of way that nuclear weapons are cheating. Like 'em or not, they get the job done faster than anything else out there. Biscuits aren't right for every situation (chairs come quickly to mind), but for many projects, biscuit joints are just the thing.
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Biscuit joiners cut a semicircular slot the perfect size for a biscuit — essentially a manufactured loose tenon. To illustrate how the machine works, we cut a slot in some Lexan, a tough polycarbonate plastic. Though this isn't a common application for the tool, it handled the job with surprising










Where Do Biscuits Come From?
















Biscuiting a Partition in the Middle of a Panel










The Basic Basics










Biscuiting an Apron to a Leg










Where to Use Biscuits












Fence or No Fence?




Biscuiting Miters











Quick Jig Speeds Your Work


















Biscuit Joinery Clamping Jig










Troubleshooting
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