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SO…
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Well, I am still 9 ¼, very nearly 9 ½, and I am still a SUPERHERO, and unfortunately my name is still PIZAZZ. Apparently I am absolutely NOT allowed to change it.
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You probably think being a SUPERHERO is pretty cool, but when your whole family are SUPERHEROES it doesn’t feel very cool. I mean, my mum and dad are about the furthest from cool you can get, and Grandma and Gramps are lovely, but cool? I don’t think so.
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RED DRAGON AKA The Most Annoying Little Sister EVER, who only gets top marks and is the chief school councillor and volunteers to teach the little kids to read and makes perfect cakes and is basically good at EVERYTHING… BUT I can burp the alphabet. So who is the real winner here?

Yep… It’s her.

    [image: Image]

    If that wasn’t bad enough, I get bossed about by our pet dog. Meet WANDA.

    She came to us from Mission Control. Basically she receives messages about TOP-SECRET SUPERHERO missions, then she bosses us off to deal with them.
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SUPER powers are cool, unless you are me and have the MOST embarrassing SUPER power in the whole universe.

Then I am always having to dash off to save the planet. And always at the WORST possible moment. UGH.

AND guess what? I have to wear a stupid SUPERHERO costume the whole time.

So now you know. Being a SUPERHERO isn’t as good as you probably think it is. And I am stuck with it FOREVER…

… SUPER.

[image: Image]



[image: Image]



AWESOME SPACE ACADEMY
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Even though I am a SUPERHERO, who saves the world more often than she is allowed ice cream, I still have to go to school. And not some sort of awesome SPACE ACADEMY SUPERHERO SCHOOL with hoverboards and neon lighting and teachers with LASER EYES. I have to go to normal school, with normal kids who have normal names and normal clothes. So I blend in perfectly.
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Well, not everyone is completely normal. I mean, there is Susan Briggs and she can dislocate her thumbs just like that. And then there’s Freddie Hayes who can eat fifteen strawberry yoghurts in a single lunchtime, and also Mr Jones the PE teacher – he is definitely not normal …
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    And I suppose Serena and The Populars aren’t exactly normal. I mean, they are in lots of ways because they don’t have anything even slightly unusual about them. But somehow, by being EXTREMELY normal, they are SUPER popular and everyone wants to impress them. And even then Serena always looks like she has just smelled something very unpleasant, like DABOMB’S STINK-BOMB STINK (which of course she hasn’t because I deal with that so she doesn’t have to).
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Plus Serena manages to look really bored at the same time. It’s like she’s thinking, ‘Ugh! What’s that smell? It’s REALLY disgusting but also REALLY boring.’

I am actually secretly impressed by it.
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My friend Ivy and I both said that while it might be nice to be popular and have everyone practically worship you and be able to do anything you wanted and have the BEST COLLECTION OF SLOUCHY SOCKS EVER, there is no way we would be as snooty and mean as Serena is. Ivy and I said you would have thought that being super popular for doing almost nothing would make you happy and nice, but no. And Serena absolutely never ever does anything for anyone else or uses her popular powers for good. Ivy and I said we totally would. If we were popular. Which we aren’t.

Well, Ivy said all that and I agreed.

Strongly.

[image: Image]

Anyway, ever since I stopped Serena’s dad, Mr Piffle, from bulldozing the park next to school by using my jazz hands/glitter storm super-power move (SOOOOOO embarrassing), she has had it in for me more than EVER.
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AND WHILE…

… I am not exactly thrilled at all that laughing at me, I try to distract myself by thinking about far more interesting things like doughnuts, my new hobby of putting googly eyes on EVERYTHING and the rumour that is all over school about a NEW KID starting in MY YEAR. This is actually quite exciting for lots of reasons…
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	I will no longer be the NEW KID. HOORAY! I mean, technically both me and my sister, RED, were NEW KIDS together about five months ago when our parents made us move here so we could be nearer Gramps and Grandma. But OBVIOUSLY RED fitted in straight away so being ‘the NEW KID’ was left to me.

	They could be less cool than me and might make me look a bit cooler.

	They might like me. I mean, they MIGHT.

	They might bring doughnuts. Which, thinking about it, is exactly what I should have done when I started.
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I mean, who doesn’t like the person with the doughnuts?

THE ECO COUNCIL

[image: Image]

    I had a lunchtime meeting with my best friends Ivy, Ed and Molly, otherwise known as the ECO COUNCIL because guess what? I save the planet when I am at school as well as the rest of the time. I KNOW! It’s just non-stop! We were discussing how on earth we could sort out a compost area for the school canteen food waste when Molly said she had some exciting news that wasn’t ECO-COUNCIL related and if she didn’t tell us she would burst. We took a vote and unanimously agreed that none of us wanted Molly to burst, so then she told us that her mum’s sister’s husband’s best friend’s brother does house-decorating, AND that he was decorating a house nearby AND that the house happened to belong to a certain NEW KID and their family. Then she said we would NEVER guess what?

Well, we all tried to guess.
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I guessed they ran a doughnut shop. Ivy guessed the entire family were all published novelists. And Ed guessed that they were a family band and each member played a different brass instrument.
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Amazingly none of us were right. So Molly told us…

… the new family were all

SUPERS!!
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Even though we had all sworn on Ivy’s lucky biro to keep this news top secret, SOMEHOW it had sneaked out (Ed, definitely Ed – he is the WORST with secrets), and by the end of school everyone knew that a new SUPER was coming.

As we walked home I told Ivy I wasn’t at all sure how I felt about this. While I definitely hated being the only SUPER in school (as I said, my SUPER annoying sister who fitted in perfectly in NO seconds doesn’t count), I wasn’t at all sure what it would be like to have another one in school. As in, what would it be like for ME? I decided I needed to have a really good think about this and was just wondering what colour to paint my nails because painting my nails helps me think (current favourite colour… Slimelight). But then I stopped thinking quite suddenly because my face landed on the floor. After a second of feeling very confused I realised I had tripped over. This sort of thing seems to happen to me a lot, and I think it all stems from the time I was hit on the head by a LLAMA (long story). Of course, Serena and The Populars were all there to see this and kindly showed their concern by laughing hysterically.
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And when I looked to see what I had actually tripped over, it turned out to be WANDA…
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When we got home, Dad cooked spaghetti with EXTRA CHILLI, which was surprising to literally no one because, while he makes it sound fancy by saying it’s his SIGNATURE DISH, we all know it’s the only thing he can actually cook. So that left no time for thinking… just dinner and homework.

I was super tired after dinner, but still a bit bothered about the NEW KID, so I went and got BERNARD from her (yes, HER) cage and sneaked her upstairs so we could talk it all over. She is actually a very good listener for a guinea pig. This might be because she can’t talk back, but I really honestly think she understands what I’m saying, even if it looks like she’s just eating my school books.
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I told BERNARD about the NEW KID and how they were SUPER too and how they would be in my year at school, and how I wasn’t sure I liked having another SUPER in my school and how this was VERY confusing as I also didn’t like being the only SUPER in my school, but maybe that was because I just didn’t like being a SUPER at all, which was partly down to Serena picking on me, which was mainly down to me being SUPER… And then I stopped talking to BERNARD, partly because that was possibly the longest sentence I had ever said and I was a bit out of breath, but
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