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Chapter 1: The Case of the Missing Fish
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DETECTIVE FLAP WADDLED around his icy home in the Penguin Exhibit, his sharp eyes scanning every corner. The zoo was quiet at this early hour, with only the sounds of birds chirping and the occasional thud of a sleepy bear stretching from his den. But Flap wasn't interested in the other animals today. He had a job to do.

For the past week, something strange had been happening at the zoo. Every morning, when Flap waddled over to his favorite spot by the fish tank, the fish were gone—vanished without a trace.

"Whoever's behind this, I'm going to catch them," Detective Flap muttered to himself, adjusting his tiny, round detective hat.

As he stared at the empty tank, a loud squawk broke his concentration.

"Flap! Flap!" It was Polly the parrot, swooping down from a nearby branch. "You won't believe what I heard from the raccoon! He saw something fishy by the food storage last night."
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FLAP RAISED AN EYEBROW. "Really? Did he see who took the fish?"

"Well... not exactly," Polly said, puffing up her feathers. "But he mentioned something about shadows... and a sneaky figure creeping around!"

Flap’s heart raced. "Shadows? This is getting interesting."

Just then, Hoot the owl swooped in with his glasses perched on his beak. "Flap, I’ve been reading about animal behavior. I have a theory. The culprit might be using an underground tunnel system. I suggest we investigate that."

"Good idea, Hoot. We’ll need to check it out," Flap said, tapping his flippers together. "But first... we need to talk to the rabbit. I have a feeling he knows something, even if he’s too distracted to say it."

And so, Detective Flap’s first clue was uncovered. The investigation had begun, and there was no turning back now.
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