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FOREWORD




When I saw the title of this book “Who I Want to Be,” this phrase came to my mind: “You are not your own creation. Your life is not your project but God’s project.”




”Busyness” is a problem in our daily living. Hobbies, volunteering, children’s lessons, husband’s business trips……Thanks to today’s technology, you are expected to respond to work-related inquiries even when you are not in your office and are constantly concerned about information or evaluation on social networks. You are instilled by a competitive spirit wherever you are and whatever you are doing.




Beginning a devotional journey in such a time as this is valuable for you to find the “real you.” I am confident that you will be able to reflect on your life’s purpose through this book and remember that your purpose is not to be happier than someone else by building up better accomplishments and experiences.




Who you will become is more important in your life than what you accomplish. The world demonstrates our inadequacy and slaps the list of “things to do” in front of us. However, the God who created you prepares many “blessings you are meant to receive,” because it is only God the Creator who understands “who you really are” and desires for you to become “who you want to be.” This is far more wonderful than you can imagine.




In this devotional book, 31 authors who received wonderful gifts from God wrote the treasured blessings that they received and were made aware of by God through their daily living. It is a jewelry box full of treasures received by these authors through the words in the Bible and silent meditation.




Matthew, the author of the book of Matthew, was a Levite and his job was to collect taxes. Because of his occupation, he was lonely, hated by people, and had no confidence. When Jesus Christ found him, talked to him, and befriended him, his life was completely transformed into a life of joy. Your life would miss such blessing and joy without encountering Jesus Christ, so it is my sincere prayer for you to meet Him and be filled with His presence, as you search for “who you want to be.”




In California,

Yoshinosuke Nakao

Pastor of Santa Clara Valley Japanese Christian Church










A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR




To you, our reader: 




I and my fellow authors pray that from this devotional book, you will realize that Jesus loves you deeply. You are not alone. There is no place you have gone that is too far away from God, and He can help you to be the person who you want to be.




—Camy Tang




Proceeds support the translation and distribution of this book by missionaries to women in Japan




How to use this book:




The devotionals in this book are each based on the section from the book of Matthew that is listed at the start of each piece of writing. We suggest you read the passage in Matthew, then read the devotional.










MATTHEW 1




The New Testament begins with a genealogy—the parentage from Abraham, the father of the Israelites, to Jesus, the Savior of the world. The fact that this gospel, this sacred text, begins with a list of names demonstrates for us how important heritage was to the Israelites—and therefore, how important it should be to us today. But it also demonstrates something else—that we are neither destined to live up to the greatness of our ancestors nor destined to repeat their sins. We can know where we came from without becoming who our ancestors were. 




What types of people did Jesus come from? There was Abraham—the man whose faith made him righteous (Romans 4:30). And there was David, considered “a man after God’s own heart” (Acts 13:22). But there were some less savory folks—Rahab the prostitute and Tamar, who deceived her father-in-law and bore his children. There were countless kings in the line of David including Solomon, the wisest man of his time (I Kings 4:30) and Ahaz and Manasseh, two of the most evil men in the Bible. 




In Matthew 1, we meet Joseph, Mary’s husband, a just and kind man who didn’t want to shame his wife, even though she became pregnant before they were intimate. It also shows Joseph as an obedient man, for when the angel appeared to him and told him to take her as his wife, Joseph did what he was told, despite the snickers and rumors he very likely suffered from the people in his hometown. 




Joseph was his own man, not the same as great people in his past—Abraham and Solomon and David—nor the same as the evil ones. 




Jesus, Joseph’s son in every way except biological, also defied his earthly parentage. Whereas even the righteous ones who preceded him weren’t sinless, Jesus took after His Heavenly Father and came to earth and lived a perfect sinless life. 




Despite our parentage and upbringing, we are called to be not like our earthly parents—good or bad—but like our Heavenly Father. Holy and righteous. And by the grace of God through His perfect Son, Jesus Christ, we are able to do just that. 




—Robin Patchen










MATTHEW 2




The King’s Son




As a kid, I participated in a play about a school class who performed the Christmas story. My role was the grumpy teacher who nagged her students to take practice seriously. During the thirty-minute performance, I tapped my foot, scowled, and sighed loudly. None of the students changed their behavior, and the performance night was a disaster…until the magi gave their gifts to baby Jesus.




The practice had never made it to that point, so for the first time students heard the magi’s words. Each magi presented a gift and explained its meaning. Gold represented Jesus’ kingship as ruler over all. Frankincense was symbolic of His priestly role as mediator between God and mankind. Myrrh pointed to His sacrificial death, which paid the penalty for sin (disobedience to God) and brought forgiveness and life. After the magi gave their gifts, a hushed awe fell over the students.




At least, that was the way the script had been written. But during the live performance, one of the kings dropped his beard and the moment was lost—for the actors and the audience. 




Today when I read over Matthew 2, I sometimes still fail to soak in the wonder of Jesus’ birth. God, the ultimate king, sent His Son from the comforts of heaven to the hardships of earth to save His people from their sin. 




The magi recognized His significance and traveled from far away to worship Him. God knew Jesus’ significance and protected Him from Herod, the local king who wanted to eliminate any rival. 




Jesus was no ordinary baby. He was the King’s Son, and He came to earth on a mission to save sinners. He deserves my attention and worship.




Faith Step: Does Jesus’ birth amaze you? Allow Matthew 2 to capture your attention, fill your mind and soul, and prompt worship.




—Audrey Appenzeller










MATTHEW 3




John, harsh but humble, poor but blessed




John was promised from birth that he would be important to preparing the way for the Messiah. However, he lived a life of poverty, separate from the rest of society in the wilderness. He was dressed in rough clothing and fed himself with undesirable food.




As he began to teach, he seemed harsh in how he confronted those who came to listen to him.




Then Jesus came to him and asked that John baptize Him, as he did the others who came. John, knowing who Jesus was, humbly announced Jesus’ superiority to him.




Jesus encouraged John to go ahead with His baptism, and God blessed Jesus with announcing that He was God’s beloved Son. This also was a blessing to John. If he’d worried if his ministry was right before God, this heavenly demonstration confirmed what John had been teaching.




We can wonder if our own efforts to do God’s work are successful. But as we continue to daily obey and follow God’s word as best we can, God will show us His approval and bless our endeavors.




Now that my children are grown and making their own way, I always worry and often fear that I did not do a good job raising them in a Christian home. Yesterday, I got a card from my best friend, telling me what a great mom she thinks I am. Such a blessing on a day when I needed it.




—Kathy McKinsey
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