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Sison Reader Series Book 17 combines Jose Maria Sison’s articles, speeches, interviews, statements and messages on the struggle for women’s liberation and all forms of gender discrimination as well as on national minorities and the right to self-determination from 1969 to 2022.

His most important writings on these two subjects are guides to the development and advance of of the struggle of women and the national minorities for equality and nondiscrimination.

Julieta de Lima

Utrecht, The Netherlands

June 15, 2023
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The Lavaite Attitude and Conduct on Women’s Liberation
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September 15, 1969

During his incumbency as commander-in-chief of the People's Army and as a top party person in authority, he was responsible for countless abuses against the masses. He was responsible for the disastrous line of allowing the entry of ruffians into the People's Army and encouraging them to abuse the people in the name of "economic survival." He is now so proud as a supposed "Christian" to criticize the erroneous bourgeois "revolutionary solution to the sex problem" of the Lava leadership but he was responsible for the malicious policy of using women as "bait" for men to enlist in the People's Army and he himself was no exemplar in his conduct towards women. (From “Treachery of Taruc as a Negative Example.”)
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From Philippine Society and Revolution
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1970
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Special social groups

There is no social group in the Philippines that can be excluded from class analysis. When the Party gives special attention to such social groups as the fishermen, national minorities, settlers, women, and youth, it is not to obscure or discount the class content but to give due attention to certain common conditions that each social group peculiarly has or is in need of.

4. The women compose about one-half of the Philippine population and they cut through classes. The vast majority of Filipino women, therefore, belong to the oppressed and exploited classes. But in addition to class oppression, they suffer male oppression. The revolutionaries of the opposite sex should exert extra efforts to make possible the widest participation of women in the people’s democratic revolution. They should not take the attitude that it is enough for the men in the family to be in the revolutionary movement. This attitude is actually feudal, and it would be to aggravate the old clan and clerical influence on women if they were to be kept out of the revolutionary movement. Women can perform general as well as special tasks in the revolution. This is an effective method for liberating them from the clutches of feudal conservatism and also from the decadent bourgeois misrepresentation of women as mere objects of pleasure.
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The Women's Liberation Movement
in the National Democratic Revolution
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Message to the First National Congress of MAKIBAKA,

March 18-19, 1972
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During the last two years, the Makabayang Kilusan ng Bagong Kababaihan (MAKIBAKA) has contributed a great deal to breaching the wall of reactionary prejudices against women and preparing the way for the flood-tide of the women's liberation movement in the Philippines. Because the activities of the MAKIBAKA have been centered on urban areas, especially in the Manila-Rizal area, there is certainly quite a number of people who do not realize what a great inspiration the MAKIBAKA has given to the rise of women's associations in the rural areas. A significant part of the revolutionary mass movement today consists of women's associations at the barrio level of the type of the Samahan ng Kababaihang Makabayan. The vigorous campaign to form this type of association has been encouraged by the effective participation of the MAKIBAKA in revolutionary mass struggles. We can be certain that in a few years' time the women’s liberation movement in both cities and countryside shall become a colossal force for revolutionary change under the banner of the national democratic revolution of a new type.

The women’s liberation movement in the national democratic revolution

In a semifeudal and semicolonial society like the Philippines, it is inevitable that women like men suffer from the three systems of authority, such as political, clan and religious. In addition, however, women suffer from the authority of the husband or what we may call "male authority." These four authorities that women have to contend with can easily be seen as expressions of the feudal-patriarchal ideology and system. Though in urban areas, there seems to be a blatant reign of bourgeois ideas and values, perceived in their most decadent forms as bred by a cultural imperialism, the feudal-patriarchal ideology and system persists as a countrywide base for prejudices against women. Decades of modern imperialist culture lay over centuries of feudal patriarchalism in our history.

The women's liberation movement has every reason to exist and advance. Though women compose half of humanity, half of the nation and half of every revolutionary class, they have been prevented by the four systems of authority from fully unfolding and realizing their revolutionary capabilities. It is therefore necessary for women to unite, assert themselves and take their share in the most important endeavor, that is to say, in the present national democratic revolution.

It is extremely important for the women's liberation movement to grasp the line that political authority is the backbone of all the other systems of authority. By overturning that authority, we begin to overturn all the other systems. Political struggle, participating vigorously in the national democratic revolution now, is therefore the key link to the great cause of women's liberation. The women's liberation movement is basically a political struggle, with a revolutionary class character. The political authority of foreign imperialism, domestic feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism must be overthrown if Filipino women are to be liberated and achieve equality of the sexes.

As early as on the eve of the old democratic revolution, there was already some definite concern about the important role that women could play in effecting social change. The reformist Rizal gave focus to the contradictions between women and the feudal-patriarchal system in his "Letter to the Young Women of Malolos" and he made it a point in his novels to caricature women in a colonial and clerical milieu. In a more positive and revolutionary way, such historical figures as Gregoria de Jesus and Teresa Magbanua proved in the old democratic revolution that women can fight like men. The historical figure of Gabriela Silang also inspired the women then.

Alas, the old democratic revolution has been frustrated by US imperialism and its local reactionary stooges. The Maria Claras, Dona Victorias, Dona Consolacions and Sisters Putes and Rufas have merely taken new dress to set a new colonial fashion. Their quiddities and weaknesses have been further cultivated by a persistent feudal-patriarchal system that is linked to cultural imperialism. To counteract the villains of the women's liberation movement, let us raise as our heroines the masses of women as well as their outstanding representatives who fight for the new democratic revolution. Liza Balando, the woman worker who died in the hands of the US-Marcos clique at the May Day massacre of 1971, is one of the heroines whose revolutionary orientation and courage we must emulate and live up to.

The women's liberation movement in the rural areas

The majority of women in the cities belong to the working class. They are either wives, sisters or children of workers or they themselves are directly wage-earners in various enterprises. MAKIBAKA should pay special attention to this social fact in developing the women's liberation movement in urban areas. While MAKIBAKA has in its present early period drawn its membership mainly from the urban petty bourgeoisie, especially students and young professionals, it should vigorously promote the national democratic line, draw itself closer to the women of the working class and recruit members from this class. MAKIBAKA chapters can be established in factories and in working class communities.

There are more than enough issues that can be taken up by the women's mass movement under the banner of the national democratic revolution in the cities. For instance, the issue of rising prices and decreasing real income of the masses can easily arouse and mobilize the masses of women. This issue can be used to expose the evils of US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism. Certain projects for the good of the community can be established to maintain continuous and daily interest in an urban women's association. "Cottage industries" can be set up to supplement the income of working-class families; nurseries and kindergartens can be set up to give women more time for productive work and for political work; free medical services and low-priced medicine can be worked out; and the like. To keep politics in command of economically ameliorative efforts, the women in urban areas should always be encouraged to engage in political discussion and participate in mass actions.

The trade union movement cries out for assistance from the women's liberation movement. There are certain lines of capitalist enterprises where women workers relatively abound, to cite some, the textile, shoe, cigar and cigarette and confectionery factories, airlines, marketing firms and stores, banks, eateries and mass media. Activists of the women's liberation movement are most welcome by their fellow women here. Special attention should also be given to organizing and leading the domestic servants, mostly women, who are concentrated in major suburban subdivisions. In any work place where there are women workers or where women can work, it is necessary for the women's liberation movement to see to it that there are no discriminatory rules and practices against women, that women should have equal footing with men and should receive equal pay for equal work and that women should get the necessary privileges of maternity. Together they can push forward both the national democratic movement and the trade union movement.

The male workers also need the special assistance of the women's movement. They would be very grateful if their wives, mothers, sisters and children can be organized in support of the workers' struggle. A strike can easily weaken because there is no ample political preparation for those who depend on the worker's wages for their daily bread. Also, in the daily course of life, the menfolk should always be reminded that though they bring their wages to the hearth their womenfolk toil for them in back-breaking household chores and in that manner share their oppression and exploitation. The fact that many more women than men cannot realize their political productive potential shows how extremely rotten the present social system is.

We have dealt at length with the women of the working class. That is because they call for some basic attention and emphasis. With regard to the role of the women of the urban petty bourgeoisie, the MAKIBAKA has already amply indicated by words and deeds what direction they must take. This mass organization must continue to increasingly involve the women of the urban petty bourgeoisie in the revolutionary mass movement even as it strives to arouse and mobilize the women of the working class and develop links with the women of the peasantry. The few but influential women of the national bourgeoisie can also be encouraged to support the anti-imperialist front. But in the cities and major towns all over the country, the urban petty bourgeoisie—students, teachers, professionals and other women of self-sufficient means—will be more enthusiastic in supporting the aims of MAKIBAKA and in joining its chapters.

There is no doubt that MAKIBAKA has done much by way of advancing the national democratic cultural revolution of a new type. It should further do so. The role of women in any educational process can never be discounted. The old saying that mothers are the first teachers is completely true. If mothers and even women who choose the teaching vocation are themselves miseducated, how can there be beneficent education for children? We have therefore the utmost concern that among Filipino women the spell of the four authorities be broken through the national democratic cultural revolution of a new type.

Other than MAKIBAKA, there are various women's associations. There are those "nonsectarian" or "nonreligious" ones that in the main distinguish themselves from others by the high professions of their members and that avow to be bourgeois liberal in standpoint. There are those that distinguish themselves from others by their religious affiliation and consider it most important to practice certain religious rites. There are those which find reason for their existence because their members are wives of the members of some male organizations. There are also the small circles of "high society" women as well as "social climbers" who always consider it their highest pride to be seen at some "exclusive" gathering of the wealthy and powerful. In varying degrees, these women's associations have reactionary views about themselves, about women in general and about the revolutionary mass movement. It is important for MAKIBAKA to seize leadership and initiative from these other urban-based organizations and distinguish allies and enemies among them.

Perspective for the women's liberation movement

The women's liberation movement must go through the national democratic revolution of a new type in order to go far in ending a long history of general degradation of women. As the national democratic revolution advances, the women's liberation movement is certain to accumulate strength through resolute and militant struggle.

When the national democratic revolution is completed and the socialist revolution begins, conditions for equality of the sexes shall be created by the large-scale implementation of agricultural cooperation and by the great strides of industrialization. With their full participation in politics and revolution, the women will have all the opportunities for doing away with the noxious notion that women are clinging vines. No one shall be allowed by policy to persist in such notion. Certainly women will no longer be regarded as mere social vases, social toys or child-bearing gadgets.

Throughout the period of the socialist revolution, the women will still have to struggle for the completion of their liberation. But then the basic conditions for total victory shall be there and the odds shall be against those who wish to suppress or restrict their rights.

Long live the women's liberation movement!

Long live MAKIBAKA!

Long live the national democratic revolution!

Long live the Filipino women!

Long live the Filipino people!
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From Guide for Establishing the People’s Democratic Government
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October 1972
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Article 10. Women have equal rights with men in all spheres of political, economic, cultural, social and domestic life. Marriage, the family and the mother and child are protected by law.
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Message to GABRIELA
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March 1983
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I congratulate you for holding this multisectoral convention of women, which you have fittingly called the General Assembly Binding Women for Reforms, Independence, Equality, Leadership and Action (GABRIELA). This comes as the most significant event in a ten-day celebration of International Women's Day.   

It is admirable that you are determined to bring together into a broad democratic alliance, the women of all patriotic and progressive classes, sectors, organizations and circles. It is of urgent necessity for women from the working class, the peasantry, the middle strata, the upper classes and the various professions to unite and fight for democracy against the fascist dictatorship.  

We are confronted with a tyrannical regime that is hell-bent on perpetuating the semicolonial and semifeudal system with the most barbaric means. The political and economic crisis of this ruling system is daily worsening, imposing intolerable suffering and misery on the broad masses of the people.  

We are confronted with a tyrannical regime that reduces the overwhelming majority of women, especially those of the working class and the peasantry to abject poverty, stagnancy and deprivation. We are confronted with a tyrannical regime that takes pride in selling women as cheap labor and hospitality girls in the country and abroad.  

The women's liberation movement is definitely a vital and integral part of the overall democratic movement. Women's rights are an inseparable part of the national and democratic rights that the entire Filipino people are fighting for. Without the militant participation of women—half of the full force of the people—in the common struggle, victory cannot be won.  

I am told that this convention is intended to sum up and consolidate the efforts of the Filipino women to liberate themselves through their militant participation in the people's struggle for national independence and democracy. I am told that you are to create new mechanisms and formulate new tasks for carrying forward the women's movement in the context of the struggle for national democracy.  

Aware of your purposes, I am exceedingly pleased to give this message on women's rights in relation to the struggle for the restoration of democracy. I hope that I can shed light on the work of your convention as well as your future work.
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Uphold the Militant Tradition
of International Women's Day
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March 8, 2009

In solidarity and with utmost joy, the International League of People's Struggle joins today the celebration of women in general and their revolutionary struggle for emancipation and liberation from imperialism, feudalism and patriarchalism. We remember and honor millions of women who trail blazed and paved the path for women's liberation movement.

Women have fought long and hard to protect their families, communities and peoples. In various periods in world history there have been women who led their people in fighting despotic rulers and invaders. Some examples are the heroic struggles of the Vietnamese Trung sisters in 39 AD, the Philippines' Gabriela Silang in 1763 and the women in the Paris Commune and Petrograd uprising.

We commemorate today the historic ties between the women's movement and the proletarian movement for the very concept of a day celebrating women and women's militant internationalism originated from the working class movement.

Women, such as Clara Zetkin, Alexandra Kollontai and Rosa Luxembourg, have inspired others to the indispensable and imperative role of women in the struggle against imperialism, feudalism and patriarchy. (Photo International Women's Day Forum in Montreal, Feb. 28, 2009)

Especially at this time when the US imperialists have perverted the noble cause of women's emancipation against feudal patriarchy and so-called Muslim fundamentalism to justify invasion, occupation and wars of aggression, women need to reaffirm the militant and revolutionary traditions of their movement.

By reducing women's liberation to simply a matter of individual rights or a trivialized gender war against the opposite sex, US-led imperialism seeks to hide the fact that its definition of equality is no more than the right to be as exploited and oppressed as the next propertyless person or being as mere sex object of male chauvinism and prurience. 
US-led imperialism pretends to be an advocate of women's rights while transforming them into chattel for multinational corporations and commodity for the labor and sex markets. US-led imperialism proposes to bring "democratic rights" to women even as it maintains by brute force, in alliance with local reactionaries, economies that create an endless supply of impoverished women to exploit in their own homes or in sweatshops .
Under global capitalism, women comprise 75 percent of 1.3 billion who subsist on less than US$1 per day. Majority of the 800 million impoverished and hungry are women and children even though women produce 60 percent of the world's food supply. In the developed countries, women's benefits from health care to overtime pay are under assault by corporate management.

Governments are also cutting social benefits, reducing pregnancy leaves and welfare support. Even within the United States itself, hard-won women's rights and welfare are eroded and eradicated to satisfy the lust for power and profits of monopoly and capitalists and the ruling classes.

Western nations, while reaping profits off underpaid migrant labor, enact xenophobic laws. To stifle protests against such unjust laws, the same governments pass legislation restrictive of rights and freedoms such as the Patriot Act that enable them to repress immigrants.

Roughly 50 percent of the world's migrants are women. Hence, the irony that these same governments that stoke anti-immigrant sentiments tolerate disguised forms of trafficking i.e., official programs for importing workers, the mail-order bride system, to mention but two.

This is the world that women's number one enemy, imperialism, has created for womankind: a world of oppression and exploitation of entire nations, the working people and women, a world of intolerable suffering and relentless violence unleashed by the imperialists and their minions.

But imperialism, feudalism and patriarchalism are facing the growing strength and active resistance of a determined women's liberation movement. All over the world, women are involved in different forms of struggle as they carry their fight in the picket lines and trade unions, street demonstrations, parliaments and urban centers and they are engaged in people's war for liberation. To the women who must try to survive in this world of darkness, the revolutionary traditions of March 8 are both illuminating and enlightening. Let women assert their rights to those traditions and act in concert with their revolutionary brothers to change the world. Let them forge a strong women's anti-imperialist front and solidarity the world over.

The International League of Peoples' Struggle is more than ever resolved to promote the crucially important role and initiative of the women and women's organizations within and outside the League in advancing and realizing their own distinct demands as women, cooperating with the menfolk as equal partners and contributing to the general movement for national liberation, democracy and socialism against imperialism and all reaction.

Long live the women of the world!

Persevere in the struggle against imperialism and reaction!

Raise high the banner of the women's liberation movement!
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Message of Solidarity to GABRIELA
on its 10th Congress and 25th Anniversary Celebration
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October 24, 2009

––––––––
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On behalf of the International Coordinating Committee and all member-organizations of the International League of Peoples' Struggle, I wish to express warmest greetings of solidarity to the GABRIELA on the occasion of its 10th National Congress on 25-27 October 2009 and the celebration of its 25th founding anniversary on 28 October in conjunction with the National Filipino women's day of action.

We salute and congratulate the leadership of GABRIELA as an alliance and all the allied women's organizations, institutions, desks and programs in the Philippines as well as the overseas chapters and support groups for all their achievements in advancing the cause of women's liberation in line with the the Filipino people's struggle for national liberation and democracy against US imperialism and the local exploiting classes.

GABRIELA was born in the very crucible of the struggle against the US-directed Marcos fascist dictatorship in 1984, exactly when the people's struggle was peaking towards the overthrow of the hated regime. Since then, in twenty five years of militant struggle, GABRIELA has gained rich experience, has grown significantly in strength and has become the most outstanding patriotic and progressive women's formation in the Philippines.

We appreciate you for reviewing the history of GABRIELA in order to understand the struggles, hard work and sacrifices needed to bring about victories from year to year and the current level of strength you wish to further build on. We commend you for your renewed resolve to raise higher your capacity for arousing, organizing and mobilizing the women along the national democratic line.

We are glad that you are responding to the challenges posed by the rapid worsening of the intertwined crises of the world capitalist system and the domestic semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system of big compradors and landlords. The US-instigated policy of “free market” globalization has accelerated the accumulation and centralization in a few imperialist countries and has resulted in the worst financial and economic crisis since the Great Depression.

The Philippine economy is laid prostrate by its agrarian and semifeudal character and by the Arroyo regime's subservience to US economic policy dictates. It has long been deprived of industrial development and land reform and even its agricultural production for domestic consumption has been severely damaged. The global crisis has reduced the demand for the Philippine export of raw materials, semi-manufactures and contract workers. Foreign debt service is expanding and yet new foreign credit is contracting.

The broad masses of the people in the world are undergoing acute suffering from mass layoffs, depressed incomes, soaring prices of basic commodities and services, increasing rent and homelessness, the breakdown of social services and other social ills. The women and their children of the toiling masses of workers and peasants are suffering the main brunt of the economic and social crisis. Most of those who belong to the middle class are also undergoing serious difficulties.

Social discontent is widespread and deepgoing. In response to the protests and just demands of the people, the US-directed Arroyo regime has engaged in the systematic and gross violation of human rights. Under the pretext of combatting terrorism, it has engaged in state terrorism and has collaborated with US military forces in carrying out military intervention and violating the national sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Philippines. The US and the Arroyo regime are inciting the people to wage armed revolution.

We welcome the three-year General Program of Action that you intend to promulgate. We support all the seven points in this program:

1. Fight the plunder and military intervention being carried out by the US with the collaboration of the puppet government.

2. Expose and oppose the “charter change” and other schemes that seek to increase the control and exploitation of the country by the US and the local exploiting classes.

3 Resist all forms of violence against women and invigorate the campaign for upholding the rights, welfare and dignity of women.

4. Consolidate the victories of the women's movement in the electoral struggle and raise this struggle to a new and higher level through the Gabriela Women's Party and the drive to increase the voices of women in both houses of Congress.

5. Uphold and carry forward the rights and welfare of children.

6. Expand the membership of the GABRIELA chapters and raise the organizational capabilities at every level.

7. Further carry forward and invigorate the work of GABRIELA among the overseas Filipino women and in the international women's movement.

We wish GABRIELA the utmost success in its 10th National Congress and in its celebration of its 25th founding anniversary. May these meaningful events inspire the further advance of GABRIELA. We wish you all the best in carrying out your program of action. We hope that this will bring about a new and higher level of political and organizational strength of GABRIELA in fighting for the rights and interests of Filipino women and the entire Filipino people along the national democratic line of struggle
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International Anti-Imperialist Women’s Conference in Montreal
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December 5, 2009

––––––––
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The International League of Peoples’ Struggle welcomes the initiative of the members of the Commission on Women to organize an international conference of women with the theme: “For a Militant Global Women’s Movement in the 21st Century” Celebrating the Centennial of International Women’s Day. The Conference will be held in Montreal, Canada in August 2010.

The call for this Conference was made at the session of Workshop on Concern No. 7 organized by ILPS Commission on Women, during the Third International Assembly (TIA) of the ILPS held in Hong Kong in June 2008. In the resolution of Workshop 7, one of the specific actions called for an International Conference of women to commemorate the centennial of International Toiling Women’s Day on March 8, 2010. The International Conference shall lead to the formation of an anti-imperialist global women’s formation, the International Women’s Alliance.

The purpose of the conference is to assess the achievements, shortcomings and setbacks of the worldwide women’s rights movement during the last 100 years, honor the pioneers and trailblazers of the struggle for women’s rights and liberation, and to draw up an action plan for developing and advancing the women’s rights movement, starting with the formation of a global anti-imperialist women’s alliance.

Previous to that, in June 2005, the ILPS, during an International Coordinating Committee (ICC) meeting, supported the concept of a women’s anti-imperialist league.

We invite other member-organizations of the Commission on Women to join the International Initiative Committee, being spearheaded by Gabriela, Philippines and Women of Diverse Origins, Canada. They will keep you informed of developments and details of this Conference.

Attached is the announcement of the International Anti-imperialist Women's Conference.

Thank you for your attention and cooperation.

Prof. Jose Maria Sison

Chairperson, International Coordinating Committee

International League of Peoples' Struggle

Announcement
International Anti-Imperialist Women's Conference in Montreal 2010
"For a Militant Global Women's Movement In The 21st Century"
Celebrating the Centennial of International Women's Day

The world system of imperialism and capitalism is in deep crisis. Women are among the worst affected. Thus, they are on the front lines of the struggle against war and militarisation, and for survival, decent income, jobs, and basic human rights. They do this from a situation of multiple oppression or worse, working more for less pay, having less access to the wealth of the planet and taking more than their share of family responsibilities. They continue to bear the brunt of patriarchal values and backward social systems.

People around the world are organizing to oppose financial rescue operations that aim only to resuscitate an unjust and dying system -one that offers no future for humanity or the planet. There are workers, peasants, students, intellectuals—all organizing, sharing strategies, analyses and struggles to do away with this system and build alternative societies. Women are also organizing locally and internationally around their specific issues and in a global framework.

We have heard of each others' struggles, internationally and locally, have drawn lessons from them, supported each other where possible
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