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The Texas Rangers are recognized for their unique brand of justice on the American Frontier. They have become a mainstay in our culture due to the rising popularity in fiction, television, and movies. The draw that people feel to the Texas Rangers is a pull that brings the feeling of the Wild West being tamed, bringing outlaws to justice, and good prevailing.

The following chapters will discuss:

	The creation of the Texas Rangers

	How they work

	Whom the famous outlaws are and how the Rangers were instrumental in capturing them

	The famous fights that the Rangers were a part of

	Who the most notorious Ranger were

	How the Rangers have affected our pop culture, and how our pop culture has shaped the way the Rangers are viewed.


While not always the case with the actual Texas Rangers, the men that fought to secure the land in Texas were noblemen who sometimes we're stuck in terrible situations. Let’s take a look at the Texas Rangers as a whole, and compare the folklore to the actual facts. In the end, the Texas Rangers have been a driving force in our country, fighting for what they believed to be right and true during the times that they lived. The modern Texas Rangers fight for justice in our society. 

Thank you for choosing this book on the Texas Rangers! We know that you have plenty of choices for books on this topic, and thank you for choosing our book! Enjoy this title that is packed with as much useful information as possible!
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Chapter 1: Who Are The Texas Rangers?
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Texas Rangers in the Old West

Courtesy of: https://www.policemag.com/338847/texas-rangers

The Texas Rangers are an investigative law enforcement agency based out of Austin Texas. The agency itself is nearly 200 years old and was created by Stephen F Austin in 1823. The roles that the Texas Rangers take on varies: murder, political corruption, riot control, detective work, protection for the governor, tracking down fugitives, and paramilitary activities. These were the roles of the Texas Rangers from 1836 to 1845. 

While the Texas Rangers were originally created to protect the colony of Stephen R. Austin and paid for privately, the agency soon became invaluable to the citizens of the state of Texas. The agency would undergo changes through the decades and centuries that followed its creation, but the goal of the Rangers seems to have stayed the same. They have been a mainstay that is around to protect life and property for the citizens of Texas.

In 1935, the Texas Rangers became part of the Texas Department of Public Safety, and the agency was reformed at that point. Since that date, the agency has been the state’s Bureau of Investigation. Over the years, there have been thousands of Texas Rangers, and the story of the Rangers has become one that shows heroic behavior, but the behavior of the lawmen themselves has also changed the way that society has seen the role of lawman. While these men have become immortalized for gunfights, capturing the “bad guys” and restoring law and order, the actual deeds done by the early Texas Rangers were not always admirable.

When we think of the Texas Rangers, people tend to think that they are honorable, long withstanding and law-abiding. In reality, this hasn't always been the case. The role of the Texas Rangers, from the start, has been to protect settlers and enforce the laws. On the reverse side of that, they also have driven Native Americans from their lands, executed those they considered criminals without trial, and they were known to have lynched Mexican and Mexican Americans along the border. Often times, these were committed in times of extreme duress, but they were a violation of the law nonetheless, and often times were not sanctioned. During the time that they were the law of the frontier, they were often given free rein to do what was necessary.

The Texas Rangers organization was officially organized in 1835. Robert McAlpine was named major in November of that year. He was the first for the Rangers. In less than two years the agency consisted of up to 300 men. The numbers would decline as the need for the Rangers was lessened.

After the Texas Revolution, a task force of 56 men was assembled together in order to fight the Comanche and the Cherokee. This was done as payback for the support the Native tribes had given the Mexican forces during the revolution. President Mirabeau Lamar gave the OK to engage the Cherokee and Comanche infighting. He was the new President of the newly independent Texas. Much of the fighting done by the Rangers would involve Native Americans on both the Ranger side and the opposing side. Many Natives were used to helping scout out the opposing side, and this was sanctioned as well, later, by the U.S. government.

In 1841, under the leadership of Sam Houston, the Rangers increased from 56 to 250 men. In 1848, after the Mexican-American war, the Rangers were disbanded. It wasn't until 1857, under the leadership of Gov. Hardin Richard Runnels that the Rangers were reassembled. $70,000 was given in order to fund the Rangers, and they were under the leadership of Rip Ford. Ford was a Mexican war vet who served with the Rangers.

The Rangers have helped with many different types of lawless situations. One being the attempted assess nation of William Taft and Pres. Portofino Diaz in 1909 at a political summit involving both men. The meeting was the first time a U.S. president had crossed into Mexico, and it also was the first meeting between the two leaders. The Rangers joined ranks with 4,000 military troops both Mexican and American, two agencies came together to provide security for the even. They were the Secret Service and the Marshalls office. The tensions mounted between the two countries in the meantime. On the day of the summit, October 16, a man was discovered with a palm pistol mere feet from Diaz and Taft, along the route the men were taking. The man who was trying to assassinate the two presidents was apprehended and taken into custody without incident.

Anytime there's been a breakdown of law and order, the Rangers were called on to restore the peace, and oftentimes, by any means necessary which was usually a lead to the Rangers becoming excessive. The Rangers have made a name for themselves during the frontier days for their excessive force and the way that they carried out justice. While some lauded the men and their tactics, there were those who felt the way the law was handled by the Texas Rangers was too much.

One such case of excessive force was in Porvenir, Texas which is along the border of Presidio County. On January 28, 1819, the Rangers massacred the entire male, Mexican population of the small town. Mexican men of differing ages were killed that day. Before long, an investigation was launched to delve deeper into the organization and the accusations of lawless behavior on the part of the Texas Rangers. While some did not appreciate the tactics used by the Rangers in cases such as Porvenir, others could not argue with the effective nature of the Rangers, and their ability to get the job done while protecting the citizens of Texas.

Like many other agencies during the Great Depression, the funding for the Rangers was removed and their roles were reduced to 45 men. They used any free means of transportation which often included free railroad passes and the use of their personal horses. The Depression brought about changes across the country as the funding was cut for other agencies as well. It was a hard time for the Rangers, and during the depression, the agency would undergo even more changes.

An interesting fact to note that the present-day Rangers hiring process, the process looks similar to what it did when the agency was reestablished under the Texas Highway Patrol in 1935. That year, the Rangers began the long road to the admired agency that it is today, and the values that were established during this period are still true today. The modern Texas Rangers look nothing like the agency that was created in 1835, but they still hold true to keeping the peace and protecting the citizens of Texas.
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