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			Dedication

			
		
    Micah 6:4. For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.





God constantly refers to Israel's coming out of Egypt; on every great occasion he begins, «I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.» And to his people the Lord still says, «I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of slavery.» Is it not so? Do we not still delight in his redeeming work, in the sprinkling of the blood of the Paschal Lamb, and in the high hand and outstretched arm with which the Lord delivered us from the bondage of our sin? Remember that thou also wast a bondman; forget not who bought thee, and with what price; remember who delivered thee, and led thee out, and with what mighty power. Remember this, and let thy cold love burn up again, and let thine indifference turn to enthusiasm. O Lord, revive thy people! The Lord further says to his people, «I sent before thee Moses (the lawgiver), Aaron (the priest), and Miriam (the prophetess);» one to teach thee, another to plead for thee, and to sacrifice for thee, and the third to sing for thee, to sing thy song of gladness at the Red Sea. God has given to his people many ministries in divers forms; and they are all concentrated in his Son, who is everything to us. Oh, by the greatness of his gifts to us, let us come back to our former love to him, and to something more than that!








— Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction to the Books of Hosea, Amos, Obadiah, Joel and Micah
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Hosea's family represents the dramatic example for those who seek to work in corrupt or imperfect places. The biblical account shows us how God intentionally placed his prophet Hosea in a difficult and corrupt situation by commanding him to form a household with Gomer, who was clearly labeled as a 'prostitute'. This challenges conventional thinking, as it invites us to consider whether there are infinite possibilities for fulfilling the divine will even in the darkest social contexts. Can we transform our environment when we are constrained by a malpracticing employer? From what we can glean from the example of Hosea, we believe the answer is yes; however, this story not only serves as an inspirational source; it also raises important questions about God's transforming power within the limits and requirements imposed on humanity allowing us to progressively discover what meaning lies behind incompletely understood supernatural decisions.

The Word of God has given us a greater sense of responsibility to develop Justice in the face of religious commitments and ceremonies. The prophet Micah, Hosea and Amos teach us that there is a certain link between ethical fulfillment and moral action. Through these 3 great prophets we see that Justice is a sacred concept superior to exaggerated religious sacrifice. This necessary connection donated by the biblical verses help to dimension our role as spiritual beings, whose actions depend directly on our loyalty and important relationship with God. By following the divine stipulations on what it means to be righteous we can visualize ourselves germinating in harmony with others by collaborating to endow the world with prudent deeds that are beneficial to all.
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God Demands a Transformation (Hosea 1:1-9; Micah 2:1-5)
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God blames the people as a whole for the corruption of Israel. They have abandoned the covenant with God, which breaks both their relationship with God and the righteous social structures of the Lord's law, and leads directly to corruption and economic decline. The term the prophets often use to describe Israel's covenant violation is "harlotry" (e.g., Jer 3:2; Ezek 23:7). To dramatize the situation, God takes the metaphor literally and commands the prophet Hosea, "Take a harlot for yourself and beget children of whoredom; for the land has grievously played the harlot and has forsaken the LORD" (Hos 1:2). Hosea obeys God's command and marries a woman named Gomer, who apparently fulfills the requirement, and has three children by her (Hos 1:3). This leaves us to imagine what it must have been like to make a home and raise children with a "harlot”. 

Although the prophets use the imagery of prostitution and adultery, God accuses Israel of economic and social corruption, not sexual immorality.

Woe to those who plan iniquity, who plot evil in their beds! In the morning light they carry it out, for it is in the power of their hands. They covet fields and seize them, houses and take them. They rob the owner and his house, the man and his inheritance (Mic 2:1-2).

This makes the situation of Hosea's family a dramatic example for those working in corrupt or imperfect places today. God intentionally placed Hosea in a corrupt and difficult family situation. Is it possible for God to deliberately place people in corrupt and difficult workplaces today? While it is possible to seek a comfortable job with a reputable employer in a respectable profession, we may be able to accomplish much more for the kingdom of God by working in places that have made moral compromises. If you abhor corruption, can you fight it more effectively by working as a lawyer in a prestigious firm or as a building inspector in a mafia-ridden city? There are no easy answers, but God's call to Hosea suggests that making a difference in the world is more important to God than staying away from sin. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote in the midst of Nazi-controlled Germany, "The most important question a responsible man must ask himself is not how to get out of the situation heroically, but how the next generation will live”.
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God Makes Change Possible (Hosea 14:1-9, Amos 9:11-15, Micah 4:1-5, Obadiah 21)
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The same God who demands change also promises to make change possible. "A harvest is prepared, when I will restore the welfare of my people. When I will heal Israel" (Hos 6:11-7:1). The Twelve Prophets convey a crucial optimism that God is at work in the world to change it for the better. Despite the apparent triumph of evil, God is ultimately in charge and "the kingdom will be the Lord's" (Obad 21). In spite of the misfortunes people bring upon themselves, God is at work to restore the goodness with which life and work were designed from the beginning. He is "compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in love" (Joel 2:13). The final prophecies of Joel, Hosea and Amos illustrate this in explicit economic terms.

The threshing floors will be full of grain, and the jars will overflow with new wine and new oil... You shall eat your fill and be satisfied; and you shall praise the name of the LORD your God, who has dealt marvelously with you; and my people shall never be ashamed. (Joel 2:24, 26)

[The Israelites who dwell in His shadow shall again grow wheat and flourish like the vine. Their glory will be like the wine of Lebanon (Hos 14:7).

I will restore the prosperity of My people Israel, and they shall rebuild the desolate cities and dwell in them; they shall also plant vineyards and drink their wine, and they shall cultivate gardens and eat their fruit. (Am 9:14)

God's word to His people in times
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