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Chapter 1: The Hidden Power

[image: image]The world was ruled by aura and magic. Strength determined one's worth.

The weak were ignored. The strong were respected.

And at the center of it all was Ryuji Takane.

A boy who should have been feared.

But instead...

He was seen as the weakest.

Because that’s what he wanted them to believe.
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Aura Academy – First Day

The grand gates of Aura Academy opened, revealing hundreds of students eager to prove themselves.

Ryuji walked in, hands in pockets, blending into the crowd.

He was calm. Unbothered.

Because no one suspected the truth.

No one knew that deep inside— He carried the Power of Infinity.

A strength so overwhelming, so limitless, that revealing it would change everything.

But today was just another day to act weak.
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Classroom – First Introductions

The teacher, Grandmaster Ho-Ke, stood in front of the class. A towering man with a muscular build and a sharp gaze that could break stone.

Ho-Ke: "Welcome to Aura Academy. Here, you will train to become warriors, mages, and rulers of the future."

He scanned the class, his eyes filled with expectation.

Ho-Ke: "Now, introduce yourselves." One by one, students stepped forward.

Kai: "I’m Kai. Fastest in my village. I’ll be the strongest here." Lina: "Lina. I study combat spells and tactical magic."

Jin (smirking): "Jin. You’ll remember my name soon enough." Then, it was Ryuji’s turn.

He stepped forward, hands still in his pockets.

Ryuji (bored tone): "Ryuji Takane. I guess I’m here." Lina (whispering to Kai): "Huh? That’s it?"

Kai: "He doesn’t look strong at all." Ho-Ke narrowed his eyes.

He could sense something strange about Ryuji.

But before he could analyze further— A loud crash shook the academy.
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Emergency Alarm – A Wild Beast Appears

A giant Shadow Beast had broken into the academy grounds.

Students screamed as the beast roared, its crimson eyes glowing with rage.

Ho-Ke: "Everyone, stand back!"

Students prepared to fight, but the beast was too fast.

It lunged straight at Ryuji.

Gasps filled the room.

Lina (panicked): "Move! You’re gonna get hit!" But Ryuji didn’t move.

He just stood there.

And at the last second— The beast stopped.

Frozen.

Its body shaking violently.


The room fell silent. No one could see it. But at that moment—


Ryuji had released just a fragment of his true power.

The beast whimpered... and then ran away.

The students were shocked. Jin: "W-What just happened?" Lina: "Why did it stop...?"

Ho-Ke’s eyes narrowed.

He had seen it.

For a brief moment, an unseen force had crushed the beast’s will to fight.

And it came from Ryuji.
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Later That Night

Ryuji sat alone in his dorm, looking at his hand.

Ryuji (thinking): That was close.

If he had used even a little more power, his secret would have been exposed.


But one thing was clear— Ho-Ke was watching him now.

And this was only the beginning.
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[image: image]Chapter 2: The Class of Strength

Aura Academy wasn’t just any school. It was a place where the strongest warriors and mages were trained.

From the very first day, students had to prove their strength, skill, and determination.

For Ryuji Takane, it was just another chance to pretend to be weak.

Or so he thought.

Because today was the Class of Strength. A day where every student was tested. And avoiding it... wouldn’t be easy.
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Morning – Training Grounds

The entire first-year batch stood in formation. The massive training grounds stretched endlessly, surrounded by enchanted barriers to contain magic and combat.

Grandmaster Ho-Ke stood at the front, arms crossed.

His gaze was sharp, sweeping over the students like a hawk.

Ho-Ke: "Today is your first real test. Strength is everything. If you can’t prove yourself now, you don’t belong here." The students gulped.

Even the strongest among them knew that Ho-Ke wasn’t someone to mess with.

He turned to another teacher—Mistress Hina, a strict yet calm woman with long silver hair.

Mistress Hina: "You will be tested in three categories: Physical Strength, Aura Control, and Combat." Ho-Ke (grinning): "If you fail... don’t bother showing up tomorrow."

Ryuji yawned.

Ryuji (thinking): This is going to be annoying.

But as long as he played it right, he could keep hiding his power.

Or at least... that was the plan.
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Test 1: Physical Strength

The first test was simple— lifting enchanted boulders.

Each rock was infused with magic, making them heavier based on the user’s strength.

Kai stepped forward first.

His muscles tensed as he gripped a massive boulder.

With a roar, he lifted it over his head.


Kai (grinning): "Easy!" The other students clapped.


Lina and Jin followed next, both managing to lift the enchanted boulders, though with difficulty.

Then came Ryuji’s turn. He walked up casually.

The moment his hand touched the boulder, it shook.

A warning sign.

If he used even a tiny fraction of his power, the rock would shatter.

So, he did what he did best.

Ryuji (sighing): "Ugh... It’s too heavy." And he let go.

The students laughed.

Kai (smirking): "Man, you’re seriously weak!" Lina: "How did you even get into this academy?"

Mistress Hina (writing notes): "Ryuji Takane... score: 0." Ho-Ke watched silently.

His eyes narrowed.

Something wasn’t right.

But for now, he said nothing.
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Test 2: Aura Control Next was Aura Control.

Students had to focus their energy and create an aura sphere in their hands.

The stronger the aura, the more powerful the warrior. Jin stepped up, his hands glowing with a blue flame.

Jin (smirking): "Hah, watch this."

A large flaming aura sphere appeared in his hands.

The students clapped.

Next was Lina, who summoned a golden aura—bright and controlled.

Mistress Hina (nodding): "Excellent." Then, it was Ryuji’s turn.

He sighed.

If he unleashed even a fraction of his real aura, the entire area would be crushed under its pressure.

So instead—

He pretended to struggle.

A tiny flicker of aura appeared—weak and unstable.

Ryuji (faking exhaustion): "I... can’t do it." The students laughed again.

Kai: "Wow. You’re even worse than I thought!" Jin: "How is this guy still here?"

Mistress Hina sighed.

Mistress Hina: "Ryuji Takane... score: 0 again." Ho-Ke remained silent.

But deep inside—

His suspicions grew stronger.
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Test 3: Combat

The final test was a one-on-one fight.

Each student was paired randomly to test their real combat skills.

The fights began.

Kai vs. Jin – a fierce battle of speed and power.

Lina vs. another student – a graceful clash of magic.

Then—

Ryuji’s name was called.

His opponent was a tall, muscular student named Boru.

A brute who loved fighting.

Boru (grinning): "I’ll finish you in one hit." Ryuji sighed.

Ryuji (thinking): Man, I really don’t want to do this.

Ho-Ke (watching closely): "Begin!"

Boru charged forward, fist glowing with aura.

The attack was slow—for Ryuji, at least.

Dodging would be easy.

But he needed to sell the act.

So—

He took the hit.

The impact sent him flying across the field.

He crashed into the ground, groaning.

Kai (laughing): "Oh man! That was pathetic!" Lina (shaking her head): "Why is he even here?" Mistress Hina sighed and wrote down the result. Mistress Hina: "Boru wins. Ryuji, score: 0 again." Ho-Ke didn’t believe it.

No one should have survived that punch without serious injuries.

But Ryuji got up like nothing happened.

Something wasn’t adding up.
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That
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