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Introduction 

This volume collects material from 7 Dec 2018 to 17 December.

These eleven days in December 2018 revealed something that has only been speculated about in secret but never been spoken out loud –

The Obama administration appears to been part of a “soft” coup d’etat attempt against Presidential Candidate since 2016 and then President Donald Trump in the early days of his presidency.

There appears to have been several coup “cells” but the most central appears to be the group around former FBI Director James Comey.

There is still no evidence of illegal collusion between the Trump Campaign and Russia, the question that was to be examined by the Mueller investigation.

Eric Thomsen

Kimberley Strassel: Mueller may have Trump in his sights but he's been very good to Obama and his team

By Kimberley A. Strassel | The Wall Street Journal
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Are we nearing the end of the Mueller investigation?
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Special counsel prosecutors appear to be tying up loose ends and preparing to file key memos; constitutional law attorney Jenna Ellis weighs in.

Robert Mueller looks to be approaching his endgame, and the press is alive with speculation as to how bad the special counsel’s report will be for President Trump. It’s also worth noticing how good Mr. Mueller has been to another president, Barack Obama, and his team.

This benevolence was on display in the sentencing document the special counsel’s office filed on Tuesday for Mike Flynn. The former Trump national security adviser, we are told, has provided “substantial assistance,” sitting for 19 interviews that aided in “several ongoing investigations.” In light of this help, the Mueller team recommends leniency—perhaps even sparing him prison time.

That would be just. The special counsel provides no evidence Mr. Flynn was part of any collusion with Russia. He was instead brought up on a charge of lying to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. And it’s not even clear he did that. The FBI officials who first interviewed Mr. Flynn didn’t think he lied about his interactions with Russian Ambassador Sergei Kislyak. More likely, Mr. Flynn copped a plea to save his son from worse treatment at Mr. Mueller’s hands.

But what about the potential crimes that put Mr. Flynn in Mr. Mueller’s crosshairs to begin with? On Jan. 2, 2017, the Obama White House learned about Mr. Flynn’s conversations with Mr. Kislyak. The U.S. monitors phone calls of foreign officials, but under law they are supposed to “minimize” the names of any Americans caught up in such eavesdropping. In the Flynn case, someone in the prior administration either failed to minimize or purposely “unmasked” Mr. Flynn. The latter could itself be a felony.

Keep reading Kimberley Strassel's column in the Wall Street Journal.

Kimberley Strassel writes the Potomac Watch column for the Wall Street Journal where she is a member of the editorial board. Her latest book is "The Intimidation Game: How the Left Is Silencing Free Speech" (Twelve, 2016).  Follow her on Twitter @KimStrassel.  

7 Dec 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/major-mueller-sentence-filings-imminent-in-manafort-cohen-cases-as-comey-girds-for-testimony-before-house-gop

Comment

Flynn was ”unmasked” even though he was performing completely legal duties.

His name was released to give basis to the Mueller probe, which in the author’s opinion should never have happened.

It was based on unlawful espionage against a political opponent, based on uncooperated salacious information paid by Hillary Clinto.

The purpose was all alonmg to delegitimize President Trump, who was duly elected by the American people.

Who did these people want to install instead of President Trump?

Vice-President Pence?

The loser, Hillary Clinton?
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Tucker Carlson: Was the Mueller probe worth it?

By Tucker Carlson | Fox News
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Tucker Carlson Tonight – Thursday, December 6
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On Thursday, Tucker Carlson considers if the Russia probe is worthwhile for the Democrats. New documents expected tomorrow. Then later, Tucker speaks with an environmentalist who makes a case for curbing immigration. Plus: Senator Kristen Gillibrand says that the “future is female.”

Liberals are thrilled by the Mueller investigation these days. It seems like all upside to them. Their political opponents are being harassed day and night. Some of them may soon be indicted. The administration can barely govern with all the noise about Russia.

Robert Mueller is said to be a Republican – they always tell us that. But in effect, Robert Muller is doing the heavy lifting of the Democratic Party. If you’re a progressive who hates Donald Trump, this is like Christmas every single day.

Or is it?

Writer T.A. Frank has his doubts about that. Frank is no right-winger. He doesn’t like Donald Trump.

But he’s thought this through. In an insightful piece for Vanity Fair, Frank wonders if liberals will look back and consider the Mueller investigation worth doing. In response to criticism from the left, Frank notes this: "Trump's White House has pursued what is arguably the harshest set of policies toward Russia since the fall of Communism. Hardly something to celebrate. Yet nearly all the pressure, from the center-left as much as the right, is toward making it even tougher [on Russia].”

So the question is, is it really wise to risk war with a nuclear-armed power solely for short-term partisan political advantage? Is that a precedent you want to set, Frank wonders.

And then this, which ought to be printed and taped to the fridge in the kitchen of every Democratic political consultant in Washington.

"The weapons you create for your side today will be used by the other side against you tomorrow. Do we really want the special-counsel investigation to become a staple of presidential life? It's a creation with few boundaries on scope and a setup that encourages the selection of a suspect followed by a search for the crime, rather than the other way around."

Well, that’s a good point. Democrats are now telling us that Robert Mueller is somehow above the reach of government. Any executive branch oversight of his investigation qualifies, they tell us, as an impeachable offense.

In their telling, Mueller is something like a God-prosecutor, accountable only to himself. But the question is will Democrats be comfortable with this standard when the next independent counsel investigates the next Democratic president? And more to the point, what ever happened to representative government? Shouldn’t all federal employees answer to elected officials, who in turn answer to voters? Well, not anymore.

In the name of defending democracy, the left is weakening democracy. Democrats don’t seem to understand that now. They’re having too much fun watching their enemies suffer. But they will understand it. And likely they’ll deeply regret it.

Adapted from Tucker Carlson's monologue on "Tucker Carlson Tonight" on December 6, 2018.

Tucker Carlson currently serves as the host of FOX News Channel’s (FNC) Tucker Carlson Tonight (weekdays 8PM/ET). He joined the network in 2009 as a contributor.

7 Dec 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/tucker-carlson-was-the-mueller-probe-worth-it
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Comment

The view is that the Democrats are undermining democracy.

This views fails to recall that some of the biggest enemies of President Trump are fellow Republicans, not least the now deceased senator John McCain, who peddled the Steele Dossier and blocked the repeal of ObamaCare.
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Lawyers stopping Comey from answering questions in Hill testimony, Issa says

By Alex Pappas, Catherine Herridge | Fox News
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Comey doesn't take questions before closed-door interview
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Former FBI Director James Comey sits down with House lawmakers to answer questions on the Clinton email investigation and alleged political bias within the agency; chief intelligence correspondent Catherine Herridge reports from Capitol Hill.

Former FBI Director James Comey’s lawyers have prevented him from answering a number of questions during Friday’s closed-door testimony before House lawmakers, according to a lawmaker in the room.

Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., told reporters that some lawmakers have been frustrated with the testimony so far and that Comey didn’t seem upset about being told by his lawyers that he doesn’t have to answer certain questions.

"One of the disappointments of this deposition so far has been the amount of times in which the FBI believes that Congress doesn’t have a right to know," Issa said.

Issa said Comey has two attorneys, including one from the DOJ, who have “instructed” the former FBI director not to answer “a great many questions that are clearly items at the core of our investigation.” Issa said the instructions have been followed with Comey’s “gleeful acceptance.”

"The Department of Justice is going to have to agree to allow him to come back and answer a great many questions that currently he is not answering," Issa said.

Comey, who may publicly speak at some point Friday, initially fought the committee’s subpoena to appear in court but finally forged an agreement to appear. The committee is expected to release a transcript of the interview, perhaps as early as Saturday.

"The details of what's going on in there will remain private until after the deposition," Issa said. "... [T]here is an amazing amount of things that reasonably the public will need to know that the Department of Justice and FBI attorney are guiding him not to answer."

The former FBI director declined to answer shouted questions from Fox News as he entered the hearing room Friday morning. The questioning will go until 4:15 p.m. ET, North Carolina GOP Rep. Mark Meadows told reporters.

Video

Fox News has confirmed that a key focus of questioning from lawmakers Friday is Comey's decision to write the July 2016 statement recommending against filing criminal charges in the Hillary Clinton email probe before the former secretary of state was even interviewed, as well as the apparent political bias demonstrated in a slew of text messages and leaks by top FBI officials.

MAJOR MUELLER SENTENCE FILINGS IMMINENT IN MANAFORT, COHEN CASES, AS COMEY GIRDS FOR TESTIMONY BEFORE HOUSE GOP

Republicans are also expected to ask about the comparably favorable treatment afforded by the FBI to Clinton advisers. In October, U.S. District Court Judge Royce Lamberth said he was "shocked" and "dumbfounded" when he learned that FBI had granted immunity to former Clinton chief of staff Cheryl Mills during its investigation into the use of Clinton's server, according to a court transcript of his remarks.

House Oversight Committee Chairman Trey Gowdy, R-S.C., told host Shannon Bream on "Fox News @ Night" Thursday that Republicans will additionally focus on potential Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) court abuse by the FBI.

President Trump fired Comey in May 2017, prompting Comey to leak memos documenting statements by the president in which he purportedly demanded Comey's loyalty and suggested Comey curtail the investigation into Flynn.

The leaked memos helped lead to Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s appointment, while fueling Republicans' claims that Comey was unfit to lead the FBI.

TRUMP TAKES AIM AT MUELLER TEAM’S ‘CONFLICTS OF INTEREST’ AS MAJOR FILINGS LOOM 

Meadows also said Friday that testimony they've received has been at odds with Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein's claims disputing a report that he once suggested wearing a wire against Trump.

"Deputy Attorney General Rosenstein's public statements that he did not really talk seriously about taping the president and invoking the 25th Amendment is not consistent with the number of other sworn testimony or transcribed interviews that we've had," he said.

Meanwhile, the president launched a broadside Friday at Mueller’s investigators ahead of major filings in the Russia probe, alleging a slew of internal “conflicts of interest” and suggesting all those controversies should be included in the final report.

“Robert Mueller and Leakin’ Lyin’ James Comey are Best Friends, just one of many Mueller Conflicts of Interest. And bye the way, wasn’t the woman in charge of prosecuting Jerome Corsi (who I do not know) in charge of 'legal' at the corrupt Clinton Foundation?” Trump tweeted, again calling the probe a “total Witch Hunt.”

Fox News’ Caroline McKee, Kristina Biddle, Gregg Re, Brooke Singman and Chad Pergram contributed to this report. 

Alex Pappas is a politics reporter at FoxNews.com. Follow him on Twitter at @AlexPappas.

7 Dec 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/lawyers-stopping-comey-from-answering-questions-during-hill-testimony-gop-rep-says
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Comment

Who were the lawyer from FBI which urged James Comey not to answer important questions protecting?

Surely, not Comey?

Comey has been fired, after demands from Republicans.

What is it that the FBI does not want the American public to learn?

Much points to the people around Hillary Clinton in the State Department and President Obama planned to expose the presidential candidate Donald Trump before election day, but could not find any evidence they could use to do that.

This appears to have been to counter the deadwood from the Hillary email server case and the Benghazi killing of the American ambassador.

Facebook is the villain and we all finally know it

By Liberty Vittert | Fox News
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Facebook's tipping point?
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Why 2018 could be seen as a canary in the coal mine for Facebook.

Facebook is the villain and finally people know it.

About 250 pages of highly confidential documents and company emails that shed light on Facebook’s attitude towards its customers, were released by a British lawmaker this week. But before we dive into that, let’s take a step back and remember Facebook’s first big public scandal.

Last March, the New York Times, along with the Guardian and the Observer in London, uncovered documents proving that the political data firm Cambridge Analytica had improperly acquired data from Facebook. Aleksandr Kogan, a data scientist, had developed an app and given the user data information to Cambridge Analytica. Facebook allowed this app to not only collect data from the app users, but also their friends, resulting in Cambridge Analytica acquiring data from millions of different Facebook users.

The Trump campaign employed Cambridge Analytica in 2016 and it therefore has been painted as some dark ops firm that stole Americans’ privacy for the benefit of the highest paying conservative candidate, who then used it to steal victory from Hillary Clinton through manipulation, fraud, hacking and mystery.

Please.

While the people running Cambridge Analytica did seem on the shady side, and I certainly wouldn’t put my trust in them, they have been used as a scapegoat for Facebook’s unethical, hostile and underhanded behavior.

Thousands, if not tens of thousands, of app developers were using the features that Facebook itself created, to do precisely the same thing that Cambridge Analytica was doing. To be clear, there was no “hack” of Facebook. This kind of work is not rocket science, and in my opinion, everyone gave Cambridge Analytica way too much credit. They weren’t magicians. I promise.

If Cambridge Analytica had been a company that sold people refrigerators, or did anything unrelated to Donald Trump for that matter, no one would have cared about its data consumption. But Cambridge Analytica was hailed as the election usurper – Trump’s secret weapon in his battle for the White House.

Again, please.

Yes, Trump won. But he won against the most unpopular Democratic candidate in modern history, who was vying for a third Democratic term – something which has not been achieved since the 1940s. Furthermore, he won by a very slim margin and actually lost the popular vote. If Cambridge Analytica was really a bunch of election-rigging wizards, practicing their dark art of black box data mining, wouldn’t you have expected a more crushing defeat?

The government has had at least 10 years to get on top of big tech companies’ exploding growth and power, but so far they’ve been allowed to act with free rein.

What we really should have taken away from the Cambridge Analytica scandal last spring is that Facebook is the villain and we need to know more. And this week we’re learning yet again that we the public are in big trouble with not just Facebook, but all the other big companies that have troves of data on practically each and every one of us.

Despite repeatedly denying that Facebook sells its users’ data, the company emails released this week show that in fact it effectively did – that it leveraged our data to reward developers who spent a lot of money on the platform, and ice out its competitors, all the while making sure we, the users, never found out.

And let’s not kid ourselves that it’s just Facebook doing this. Five of the most valuable companies in the world today – Apple, Amazon, Facebook, Microsoft and Google's parent company Alphabet – have all commodified our data and used it to take over their respective sectors.

What’s equally unsettling is our government’s response. The questions that senators asked Zuckerberg during his April hearing clearly showed how little they understand about the basic workings of his company. The government has had at least 10 years to get on top of big tech companies’ exploding growth and power, but so far they’ve been allowed to act with free rein.

Sure, we the consumers bear some of the responsibility. I certainly have freely given up my data to various apps, companies and websites. And boy do I love Amazon’s suggestions – it always seem to know just what I need! Advertising isn’t coercive. I know what I’m choosing to buy, just like I know what candidate I’m choosing to vote for. I’m not being tricked in either case.

But at the same time, these companies have been allowed to run amuck, and the laws haven’t been keeping up. For the entire Cambridge Analytica scandal, Facebook was fined a little over $600,000. Facebook makes that in less than 8 minutes.

I’m not so worried about Facebook. Mark Zuckerberg doesn’t scare me. What terrifies me is the next villain, who has more nefarious end goals. If the government doesn’t get its act together and start creating and enforcing laws to regulate these powerful companies, we are in real trouble.

The leaked documents this week shouldn’t be a surprise, but they should be a wake-up call. We have become complacent with our personal privacy, myself included.

What’s scary isn’t the data violation, it’s who’s doing it. There will always be a Bond villain, but if James Bond doesn’t have Q giving him the technology that keeps him a few steps ahead of the villain, he may not escape alive one day.

Liberty Vittert is a visiting assistant professor in statistics at Washington University in St. Louis, MO. @libertyvittert

7 Dec 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/facebook-is-the-villain-and-we-all-finally-know-it
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Comment

The reporter should be scared.

Facebook manipulates the news and allows f.i. groups of people interested in medieval history to be used as tools for Muslim propaganda.

Some of the most ardent propagandists are American university lecturers who are trying to rewrite European history, not least in Spain.

The method is disinformation and they counter facts with insults and threats.

The author experienced the method in an American university.
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Fitton Praises Court Order to Probe Whether Hillary Tried to Thwart FOIA With Private Email Server

Dec 07, 2018 // 2:11pm 

As seen on Outnumbered Overtime 

Judicial Watch President Tom Fitton praised a federal judge who ordered an additional fact-finding mission into whether Hillary Clinton's use of a private email server was a deliberate effort to thwart the Freedom of Information Act of 1967.

District of Columbia Federal Judge Royce Lamberth, who was appointed by President Ronald Reagan, ruled that despite previous investigations, Fitton's organization should be allowed to subpoena documents and individuals in the matter.

Fitton said that Lamberth didn't just criticize the Obama State Department and Justice Department, but "highlighted the problems" of the Trump DOJ continuing to "defend the indefensible."

'The Evidence Has Been There Forever': 'Outnumbered' on Reports of Illegal Activity at Clinton Foundation

Pelosi Takes Hard Line on Trump's Border Wall: 'Immoral, Ineffective and Expensive'

He said the court was "not terribly convinced" that then-FBI Director Jim Comey executed a thorough enough investigation of Clinton.

"The courts had been hoodwinked here," he said. "Some people like Mrs. Clinton potentially will have to answer further questions."

Fitton also dismissed the notion by Democrats that first daughter Ivanka Trump's initial use of private email had anything near the scope of Clinton's.

Watch more above.

Gingrich Praises Barr, Nauert Nominations: Trump Making Good Moves Despite Mueller 'Noise'

'Scandalous: Chappaquiddick' Episode 2: Kennedy Addresses Nation as Suspicion Builds

7 Dec 2018

http://insider.foxnews.com/2018/12/07/court-orders-clinton-email-probe-look-hillary-using-server-thwart-foia

Comment

Commendable, but what will it matter in the end?

Hillary’s email server was scrubbed of 39.000 emails and the reader can only guess whether they contained much more damaging content than the emails that were recovered.

Would Hillary be punished for this?

Not likely. She got away with it.

And she gets away with constantly insulting President Trump personally as well as his office and the Americans that voted for him.
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Dershowitz: Cohen's Harsh Sentencing Recommendation 'Doesn't Sound Like Good News for Mueller'

Dec 07, 2018 // 5:59pm 

As seen on The Five

Harvard Law Professor Emeritus Alan Dershowitz reacted to news that the U.S. Attorney's office for the Southern District of New York recommended a "substantial term of imprisonment" for former Trump lawyer Michael Cohen.

Prosecutors suggested that a federal judge hand Cohen a 42-month prison term on charges that he lied to Congress and violated campaign finance law with shady payouts to two women who alleged they had sexual relationships with then-developer Donald Trump.

As Fox News reported:

Federal prosecutors on Friday recommended a “substantial term of imprisonment” for President Trump’s former personal attorney, saying his efforts to cooperate with Special Counsel Robert Mueller were “overstated.”

The U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York filed a sentencing memo as part of its criminal investigation and grand jury probe into Cohen’s personal business dealings. Cohen pleaded guilty to several counts of tax and business fraud. He also pleaded guilty to making an excessive campaign contribution.

The memo stated that the range of imprisonment for Cohen and his crimes is 51 to 63 months.

"A lot of times, people like Paul Manafort and Michael Cohen think they can outsmart the agents doing the interviews," Dershowitz said after prosecutors said Cohen's cooperation was "overstated in some respects and incomplete in others.

Former Asst FBI Director Blasts Comey: 'Confirmed Perception of Pretty Expansive Bias'

Fitton Praises Court Order to Probe Whether Hillary Tried to Thwart FOIA With Private Email Server

"[Cohen] made it sound like he had information when he didn't have [it]," Dershowitz said.

He also said the report "does not sound like good news for [Robert] Mueller" and the special counsel's case studying whether Trump had illicit connections to Russia.

"They have not found a witness that can give them a key to the kingdom," said Dershowitz, adding that there is a "weak case" against Trump on the "campaign contribution issue" because he is "entitled" to pay off women as a private citizen to protect his family.

Dershowitz added the other aspect of the case, an attempt by Trump to build a skyscraper in Moscow is not a crime, unless there is a "quid pro quo" aspect that would give President Putin a penthouse or something of the like.

Watch more above.

'The Evidence Has Been There Forever': 'Outnumbered' on Reports of Illegal Activity at Clinton Foundation

'Stupid, Banal and Shallow': Steyn Blasts MN Prof Who Criticized God For 'Impregnating' Mary Without Consent

8 Dec 2018

http://insider.foxnews.com/2018/12/07/alan-dershowitz-reacts-michael-cohens-harsh-sentencing-recommendation-russia-probe

Comment

Professor Dershowitz appears to indicate that the harsh sentencing of President Trump’s long time lawyer is revenge on him for not delivering something that Mueller could really use against Trump.

It could in that light be seen as an attempt to scare those who are still being interviewed into delivering some useful goods lest they be sent to jail for a long time.

That might qualify as part of an attempted coup de etat against President Trump. 

Mueller filing: Manafort lied about contacts with Trump administration officials

By Alex Pappas | Fox News
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Manafort awaiting sentencing date amid lying allegations
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Special counsel prosecutors say Trump's former campaign chairman violated his plea deal; Catherine Herridge reports from Washington.

Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s team wrote in a heavily-redacted Friday court filing that former Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort violated his plea agreement by making false statements to federal investigators, including about his contact with Trump administration officials as well as information pertinent to an undisclosed Justice Department investigation.

“The defendant breached his plea agreement in numerous ways by lying to the FBI and Special Counsel’s Office,” the filing said.

Mueller’s team accuses Manafort of lying about five issues: Manafort’s contact with administration officials; information “pertinent to another Department of Justice investigation”; his interactions with Russian-Ukrainian political consultant Konstantin Kilimnik; his comments about Kilimnik’s alleged participation in a conspiracy to obstruct justice and a wire transfer to a firm working for Manafort.

Prosecutors said that Manafort claimed after signing the plea agreement in September that he had no direct or indirect communications with anyone in the administration. But Mueller’s team said the “evidence demonstrates that Manafort lied about his contacts.”

The filing said a Manafort colleague said Manafort had claimed to have been in communication with a “senior administration official” through February 2018. It also cites a May text exchange where Manafort authorized someone to speak with an administration official.

“A review of documents recovered from a search of Manafort’s electronic documents demonstrates additional contacts with administration officials,” it reads.

Manafort's defense team, which has rejected prosecutors' claims that he violated the terms of the plea agreement, will have two weeks to respond to Mueller's Friday filing.

Mueller filing: Manafort lied about contact with Trump officials, other matters by Fox News on Scribd

Manafort, in September, pleaded guilty in federal court as part of a plea agreement that involves cooperation with Mueller and allows him to avoid a second trial. He had been facing seven counts of foreign lobbying violations and witness tampering in federal court in Washington.

In August, Manafort was convicted on several bank and fraud charges in a separate Virginia federal case in August overseen by Judge T.S. Ellis III. A sentencing date of Feb. 8 has been set in that case.

FEDERAL PROSECUTORS RECOMMEND ‘SUBSTANTIAL TERM OF IMPRISONMENT’ FOR MICHAEL COHEN

Friday's filing references another “DOJ investigation,” while redacting details about that probe. It claims Manafort changed his version multiple times when providing information pertinent to that investigation.

Much of the information in the filing about Manafort’s interactions with Kilimnik are redacted. But it faults him for denying that Kilimnik was part of a “criminal conspiracy to obstruct justice by reaching out to two witnesses to tailor their testimony to a false narrative” that would exculpate them of a Foreign Agents Registration Act violation. Prosecutors said Manafort later “conceded that Kilimnik had conspired with him.”

Video

The filing also accuses Manafort of lying about a $125,000 payment made toward a debt incurred by Manafort to a firm working for him in 2017.

The Mueller filing included numerous redactions because it includes "factual material that relates to pending investigations or uncharged individuals," prosecutors said.

The filing accuses Manafort of telling "multiple discernible" lies that "were not instances of mere memory lapses."

"If the defendant contends the government has not acted in good faith, the government is available to prove the false statements at a hearing," the prosecutors said.

The Manafort filing came as federal prosecutors on Friday also recommended a “substantial term of imprisonment” for President Trump’s former personal attorney Michael Cohen, saying his efforts to cooperate with Special Counsel Robert Mueller were “overstated.”

Fox News’ Bill Mears, Jake Gibson and Gregg Re contributed to this report.

Alex Pappas is a politics reporter at FoxNews.com. Follow him on Twitter at @AlexPappas.

8 Dec 2018

Mueller filing: Manafort lied about contacts with Trump administration officialsBy

Alex Pappas | Fox 

Manafort awaiting sentencing date amid lying allegations

Special counsel prosecutors say Trump's former campaign chairman violated his plea deal; 

Catherine Herridge reports from Washington.

Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s team wrote in a heavily-redacted Friday court filing that former Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort violated his plea agreement by making false statements to federal investigators, including about his contact with Trump administration officials as well as information pertinent to an undisclosed Justice Department investigation.

“The defendant breached his plea agreement in numerous ways by lying to the FBI and Special Counsel’s Office,” the filing said.Mueller’s team accuses Manafort of lying about five issues: Manafort’s contact with administration officials; information “pertinent to another Department of Justice investigation”; his interactions with Russian-Ukrainian political consultant Konstantin Kilimnik; his comments about Kilimnik’s alleged participation in a conspiracy to obstruct justice and a wire transfer to a firm working for Manafort.

Prosecutors said that Manafort claimed after signing the plea agreement in September that he had no direct or indirect communications with anyone in the administration. But Mueller’s team said the “evidence demonstrates that Manafort lied about his contacts.

”The filing said a Manafort colleague said Manafort had claimed to have been in communication with a “senior administration official” through February 2018. It also cites a May text exchange where Manafort authorized someone to speak with an administration official.“

A review of documents recovered from a search of Manafort’s electronic documents demonstrates additional contacts with administration officials,” it reads.Manafort's defense team, which has rejected prosecutors' claims that he violated the terms of the plea agreement, will have two weeks to respond to Mueller's Friday filing.

8 Dec 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/mueller-filing-manafort-lied-about-contact-with-trump-officials-other-matters
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James Comey will return for more Hill testimony, as Trump rips ex-FBI director
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By Alex Pappas | Fox News
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Comey: I'm trying to respect the institution
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Former FBI director James Comey makes remarks following closed-door hearing with lawmakers.

Former FBI Director James Comey said he will return for more questioning on Capitol Hill later this month, as President Trump ripped into him for apparently declining to answer certain questions on the advice of his attorneys during Friday’s closed-door session.

Comey, who spent Friday testifying before House lawmakers, told reporters his return visit will likely come the “week after next.”

Fox News is told the second session with Comey could come Dec. 17. He repeated his desire for the testimony to be in an “open setting,” but said he would testify in private, as desired by House Republicans.

A key focus of questioning from lawmakers, Fox News is told, was Comey's decision to draft the 2016 statement recommending against filing criminal charges in the Clinton email probe before the former secretary of state was even interviewed, as well as the alleged political bias demonstrated in a slew of text messages and leaks by top FBI officials.

Speaking to reporters, Comey said he’s willing to continue testifying, even as he suggested he didn’t think it was necessary.

“When you read the transcript, you will see we are talking again about Hillary Clinton’s emails, for heaven’s sake, so I’m not sure we need to do this at all, but I’m trying to respect the institution and to answer questions in a respectful way,” Comey told reporters. “You’ll see I did that in the transcript.”

The committee is expected to release a transcript of the Comey interview as early as Saturday.

LAWYERS STOPPING COMEY FROM ANSWERING QUESTIONS IN HILL TESTIMONY, ISSA SAYS

After Friday’s session concluded, the president tore into Comey amid reports Comey’s lawyers, including one from the Justice Department, have prevented him from answering a number of questions.

“It is being reported that Leakin' James Comey was told by Department of Justice attorneys not to answer the most important questions,” Trump said. “Total bias and corruption at the highest levels of previous Administration. Force him to answer the questions under oath!”

Earlier Friday, as the former FBI director was testifying, Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., told reporters that some lawmakers have been frustrated with the testimony and that Comey didn’t seem upset about being told by his lawyers that he doesn’t have to answer certain questions.

"One of the disappointments of this deposition so far has been the amount of times in which the FBI believes that Congress doesn’t have a right to know," Issa said.

Video

Issa said Comey has two attorneys, including one from the DOJ, who have “instructed” the former FBI director not to answer “a great many questions that are clearly items at the core of our investigation.” Issa said the instructions have been followed with Comey’s “gleeful acceptance.”

"The Department of Justice is going to have to agree to allow him to come back and answer a great many questions that currently he is not answering," Issa said.

Issa later told Fox News’ “Outnumbered Overtime” that the questions not being answered generally concerned the Hillary Clinton email probe, surveillance warrants and the anti-Trump dossier.

Such hearings may not continue after the new year: with Democrats taking back control of the House, would-be incoming House Judiciary Committee chairman Jerry Nadler, D-N.Y., said Friday he will end the GOP inquiry into DOJ and FBI actions during the 2016 election, calling it a waste of time.

Meanwhile, Comey on Friday offered praise for Trump’s choice of William Barr, who led the Justice Department in the 1990s under then-President George H.W. Bush, to succeed Jeff Sessions as attorney general.

“I like and respect Bill Barr," he said. "I know he’s an institutionalist who cares deeply about the integrity of the Justice Department.”

Fox News' Catherine Herridge contributed to this report.

Alex Pappas is a politics reporter at FoxNews.com. Follow him on Twitter at @AlexPappas.

8 Dec 2918

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/james-comey-will-return-for-more-hill-testimony-as-trump-rips-ex-fbi-director’’
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Comment

James Comey is quite an expert in appearing.

{raising Bill Barr he sounds like a reasonable man.

But he has refused to answer the questions why he prepared the statement exonerating Hillary Clinton even before she was interviewed and why Peter Strozk was the person drafting the statement, given his role in the whole case incl interviewing Flynn saying Flynn did not lie – and working for Mueller.

He has refused to answer questions about his use of the Steele Dossier, which he used both to eavesdrop on the Trump campaign and to threaten President Trump in the early days of the new administration – although the threat level was kept discrete there was no doubt about the Hoover intention.
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Rep. Gowdy Calls Out 'Mr. Transparency' James Comey, Previews Former FBI Director's Testimony

Dec 07, 2018 // 8:23am 

As seen on Fox News @ Night 

Rep. Trey Gowdy joined Shannon Bream on "Fox News @ Night" to preview former FBI Director James Comey's Friday testimony before the House Judiciary Committee.

Comey initially resisted the subpoena from committee chairman Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.), saying he wanted a public hearing. But he will appear for the closed-door testimony after Goodlatte agreed that the former FBI head's remarks would be made public in their entirety and Comey is allowed to discuss the hearing publicly.

Gowdy (R-S.C.), who sits on the House Judiciary Committee and chairs the House Oversight Committee, said lawmakers want to ask Comey about "everything" that occurred at the bureau under his watch, including the Hillary Clinton email investigation, the impetus for the Russia probe and alleged FISA abuse.

Nunes: FBI Email Chain May Provide Evidence of FISA Abuses

Rep. Biggs on Comey Hearing: He Used Leaks to 'Manipulate' System, Trigger Appointment of Mueller

"The FBI had a criminal investigation into a presidential candidate, and then less than a month after that ended, they launched a counterintelligence investigation into the campaign of the other major presidential candidate," Gowdy explained. "So that's a lot of power that we have given an entity, and it is not too much to ask for the former head of that entity to come explain to Congress the decisions made and not made during the relevant time period."

Gowdy took issue with Comey's initial insistence that it be a public hearing, allegedly in the interest of transparency.

He noted that the last time Comey publicly testified before Congress, the former FBI director responded nearly 100 times with some variation of, "I cannot answer that question in this setting."

"Why 'Mr. Transparency' wants to go back to a setting where he knows he cannot answer the questions is befuddling to me, and I don't think my fellow citizens buy that," Gowdy said.

Watch the "Fox News @ Night" interview above.

'Don't Lie to the Investigators': Ken Starr Says Mueller Did Not Lure Flynn Into 'Perjury Trap'

McCarthy Sees Flynn Sentencing Memo as Evidence Mueller Probe 'Winding Down'

DiGenova on Mueller Memo: 'This Was a Frame-Up of Flynn to Get Donald Trump'

7 Dec 2018

http://insider.foxnews.com/2018/12/07/trey-gowdy-questions-comey-hearing-clinton-email-trump-russia-probes-fisa-abuse
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Comment

Answering 100 times I don’t recall is not like being transparent and forthcoming.

Comey is giving the Republicans the finger.
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Former Asst FBI Director Blasts Comey: 'Confirmed Perception of Pretty Expansive Bias'

Dec 07, 2018 // 5:11pm 

As seen on Your World with Neil Cavuto

Former FBI Assistant Director Chris Swecker said former FBI Director James Comey "thoroughly discredited" himself and "broke every rule in the book."

Comey held a closed-door six-hour bout of testimony to joint congressional committees earlier Friday. Comey reportedly answered questions regarding the Clinton email probe and the events surrounding his 2017 firing at the hands of President Trump.

Swecker, who served during the George W. Bush administration, said he worked with Comey and respected him but added that the Yonkers, N.Y. native made up new rules and leaked" information to the public.

Fitton Praises Court Order to Probe Whether Hillary Tried to Thwart FOIA With Private Email Server

'The Evidence Has Been There Forever': 'Outnumbered' on Reports of Illegal Activity at Clinton Foundation

"He basically confirmed the perception of the American people of pretty expansive bias on the part of himself and his inner circle," Swecker said. "I think he's been thoroughly discredited."

Swecker said Comey would have fired him if he held a press conference and publicly exonerated someone, as the director did for Hillary Clinton in July 2016.

Swecker added that he "fully supports" Robert Mueller's special counsel probe, and the man himself. Mueller was FBI director under Bush when Swecker was also working in the J. Edgar Hoover building.

Watch more above.

8 Dec 2018
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Comment

James Comey discredited according to a former FBI Assistant Director, but the problem is that Comey was the superior Director and is not able to see his own biased actions in that light.

––––––––
[image: ]


Nunes: FBI Email Chain May Provide Evidence of FISA Abuses

Dec 06, 2018 // 10:30pm 

As seen on Hannity 

Outgoing House Intelligence Committee Chairman Devin Nunes (R-Calif.) reacted to reports that a recently uncovered FBI email chain may show that the FISA warrant process was abused by officials seeking to collect intelligence on Trump associate Carter Page.

Nunes, who is expected to be replaced by current ranking member Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) as head of the committee, spoke to Sean Hannity about the reports.

He said that the Republicans on his committee have been pushing House leadership to un-redact parts of documents that he believes show that there were indeed abuses in the way the warrant on Page was obtained.

'Stupid, Banal and Shallow': Steyn Blasts MN Prof Who Criticized God For 'Impregnating' Mary Without Consent

Tucker: In the Name of Defending Democracy, the Left Is Weakening Democracy

Nunes said that a lot of information about the validity of the Trump-Russia dossier composed by ex-British Spy Christopher Steele may have been withheld in the process of obtaining the warrant.

He said that several officials had "reservations" about the dossier.

Nunes said it would be crucial news if there indeed was a concerted effort to withhold vital information about the accuracy of the claims made about Trump in the dossier.

Watch more above.

'Go Back & Read It': Rove, Juan Williams Spar Over Potential New AG's Bush Ties, Mueller Remarks

CBN's Brody: If Trump Picks Barr As AG, How Will Bush-Lauding Dems Handle a Former Bush Pick?

6 Dec 2018
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Comment

The finger again points to James Comey and hos closest circle, fooling the FISA court, where as we saw earlier there was perhaps too close a connection between the judge and FBI agent Peter Strozk.

Turley: Cohen, Manafort Filings Show Feds Are 'Trying to Bag Donald Trump'

	Dec 07, 2018 // 7:40pm 


As seen on Special Report with Bret Baier 

George Washington University Law Professor Jonathan Turley reacted Friday to the release of a sentencing recommendation against ex-Trump attorney Michael Cohen and a heavily-redacted document from Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s prosecution team alleging former Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort lied about contact with Trump White House officials and other matters.

As Fox News reported:

Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s team wrote in a heavily-redacted Friday court filing that former Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort violated his plea agreement by making false statements to federal investigators, including about his contact with Trump administration officials as well as information pertinent to an undisclosed Justice Department investigation.

“The defendant breached his plea agreement in numerous ways by lying to the FBI and Special Counsel’s Office,” the filing said.

Bret Baier told Turley on "Special Report" that Mueller is making the case that he cannot trust Manafort and that the former lobbyist "told multiple, discernable lies."

Turley said the Mueller team has "tapes and other proof that [Manafort] directly lied" and that the former partner at Black, Manafort & Stone is "clearly not giving the special counsel what he wants."

He added that Cohen is also "as discerning as a jukebox" when it comes to making decisions in his case—"anyone puts a quarter in him and he'll play the tune."

Turley said Mueller and the Southern District of New York prosecutors are accelerating their document dumps because they don't want the key fillings to be sent to the Democrat-run House of Representatives that will take office in January.

Dershowitz: Cohen's Harsh Sentencing Recommendation 'Doesn't Sound Like Good News for Mueller'

Former Asst FBI Director Blasts Comey: 'Confirmed Perception of Pretty Expansive Bias'

"That would look particularly bad," he said.

However, Turley also said that Friday's releases and the Mueller team's previous actions against conservative author Dr. Jerome Corsi show "they are trying to bag Donald Trump."

"In the last few weeks, Mueller has been pressuring witness after witness specifically to create a clear shot at Trump," he said.

However, Turley said investigators have been thus far unsuccessful in finding the last potential "puzzle piece" linking Trump to any serious criminal activity.

Turley also discussed findings against Manafort that condemned his contacts with a Russian banker named Konstantin Kilimnik—and the pair's actions involving a high-dollar Cypriot bank account.

Watch more above.

Fitton Praises Court Order to Probe Whether Hillary Tried to Thwart FOIA With Private Email Server

'Stupid, Banal and Shallow': Steyn Blasts MN Prof Who Criticized God For 'Impregnating' Mary Without Consent

7 Dec 2018

http://insider.foxnews.com/2018/12/07/turley-reacts-cohen-and-manafort-prosecution-news-mueller-trying-bag-donald-trump

Comment

Mueller is attempting a coup d’etat according to Professor Turley, although he does not use that term – he uses “bag him”.

That he can get away with this shows that many Republicans were also mad that President Trump won the nomination and the election.

So far Mueller has come up with absolutely nothing against President Trump concerning collusion with the Russians to win the election, and that would not even have been a crime.
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Ocasio-Cortez slams Donald Trump Jr. for meme, says it's a ‘very, very large brain’ plan 'to troll a member of a body that will have subpoena power'

By Elizabeth Zwirz | Fox News
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Ocasio-Cortez called out on 'Medicare for all' funding claim
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Democrat congresswoman-elect fact-checked for suggesting that $21 trillion in Pentagon accounting errors could help fund her proposed 'Medicare for all' program.

Congresswoman-elect Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez fired back at Donald Trump Jr. on Friday after he shared a meme targeting her on Instagram.

The post shared on Thursday by Trump Jr. showed a split image of Ocasio-Cortez and his father, President Trump.

Below her photo was the caption, “Why are you so afraid of a socialist economy?” And next to Trump's was, “Because Americans want to walk their dogs, not eat them.”

Captioning the meme, Trump Jr. wrote: “It’s funny cuz it’s true!!!”

ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-CORTEZ: TRUMP ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN ‘CRIMINAL FROM THE START’

The incoming lawmaker took to Twitter in response, egging on the president's son, claiming that he makes comments about her when there are developments in Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s Russia investigation.

[image: https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_images/923274881197895680/AbHcStkl_normal.jpg]

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez

✔@Ocasio2018
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I have noticed that Junior here has a habit of posting nonsense about me whenever the Mueller investigation heats up.
Please, keep it coming Jr - it’s definitely a “very, very large brain” idea to troll a member of a body that will have subpoena power in a month.
Have fun!

The Washington Post

✔@washingtonpost

Donald Trump Jr. trolls Ocasio-Cortez with meme implying socialists eat dogs https://wapo.st/2RGmYfl 
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“I have noticed that Junior here has a habit of posting nonsense about me whenever the Mueller investigation heats up,” she tweeted. “Please, keep it coming Jr -
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