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Dedication




This book is dedicated to my friend, Jamie Harvill. I remember being an early twenty-something and having raw musical talent. I lacked so much by the way of skill. Jamie came alongside and taught me to hear harmony overtop vocal melody. We discussed the layering of audio in recording while keeping the less-is-more technique in the forefront. He explained to me how to hear chords as numbers being able to play any song in any key. Without you, Jamie, this book would not exist. Most of what I do musically would be far more limited. I have sincere admiration for you and am grateful for your involvement in my life.




Welcome: Why Numbers and What Are They?




Welcome!




Welcome to Piano Chords Three: Numbers! I am excited that you’ve decided to learn to play by ear. With this book, you’ll have the training you need to do just that. As you work through this material, remind yourself often that being able to listen to a song and figure out the chords by ear is a learned skill. It’s a process and the process will take time. You’ll develop your new skill each time you practice like a great muscle that you are developing when you lift weights. The most important thing is that you can certainly do this!




How each chapter is structured




Each chapter is dedicated to a single number or set of numbers. This book is intentionally laid out so that you could reference a certain chord you need at a later date. You may also jump around in the book if you’d like as well. Most chapters can stand alone and do not need the previous material to be effective. 




Music is math




You may be surprised to find out that there are only four chords that make up most pop songs. In fact, one of those four chords is actually just the fundamental chord, but with a shifted down bass note and sounds darker. This means that you only need to learn–and you absolutely can learn–how to hear, or be able to recognize, three main chords.




You’ll need to know a little about music theory. I aim to give you the most practical and applicable section of music theory that you will ever need. There’s no mention of accidentals or words like harmonic progression. Rather, I’ll give you music theory concepts you can use every time you play. I employ this each moment I play my instruments and so can you. Trust me, you’ll understand this material!




One more disclaimer, the method I propose next is basic. If you have music theory friends, they may either say “duh” or attempt to clutter this with more information. These are the basic building blocks for the theory that all musicians need. This is not a comprehensive study. To do that, go to Belmont University in Nashville, TN where I went, or to another music school. They know it all there. This is for those of us in the trenches. This is for anyone who wants the basics so that you can get out there and perform.




The Chords Scale (1, 2m, 1/3, 4, 5, 6m, 5/7, 1)




Music is built on notes which our ears perceive as tones. Notes join in series to create scales. The fundamental or root note of the scale is the tonic note. A chord is the addition of two or more notes played at the same time. Playing in a certain key means that you are playing music by the rules of particularly predefined tones that work well together. This working together is called being relative to one another. Every key has a fundamental or root chord. This is known as the 1 chord and will be the heart and soul of the first chapter.




Most beginner pianists learn to play scales. A musical scale is any set of musical notes ordered by fundamental frequency or pitch. Scales help to know in which key you are playing. A key is defined by how many sharp or flat notes it has. Flats and sharps are the black keys on the piano. For instance, the key of C uses only natural notes, or the white keys. If you flatten the B note–now the B becomes B♭–you have moved from the key of C into the key of F. 





For our purposes in this book, we will use the key of C as our reference key. It serves us best because it only uses natural notes–again, no black key flat or sharp notes. Therefore, in the key of C, its major scale are these notes in ascending order: C, D, E, F, G, A, B, and then back to C.





Single note scales are helpful when determining the key of a song. On the other hand, a chord scale helps to know which notes build each of the main chords within the key. A three-note chord whose pitches can be arranged in perfect thirds from one another is called a triad. Like the major scale using single notes has an ascending sound, going up the chords scale also has upward motion.





The basis for this book is that you’ll understand each of the numbers along the chords scale and be able to recognize them by ear. The numbers are:




1, 2m, 1/3, 4, 5, 6m, 5/7, 1





Let’s dive into numbers!
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