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How to Use This Book

Are you planning a visit to Washington, D.C.? Read this book before you leave, then carry it with you while you're there. It will help you choose where you want to go each day. But don't just read this book! Use the maps: Try to figure out where you are and where you want to go. There are games and puzzles all through the book for you to do while riding in a car or plane, waiting to eat, or just hanging around waiting for the grown-ups to get going!

The introduction to the book tells you things like what the weather is like in Washington (so you'll know what kind of clothes to bring), the different ways to travel into the city, and how to get around once you're there.

Following this introduction are chapters about the history, government, people, and animals that make Washington, D.C., such an interesting place to visit There are descriptions of places to visit, tips on where to eat, and suggestions on where to get the most unusual souvenirs.
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To make the most of your trip, before you leave, look at the addresses and websites in the appendix. For some places you have to line up early in the morning for tickets, especially during the busy summer months. To reserve special tours of the White House and Capitol, contact your senator or representative at his or her local office well in advance of your visit. Their staff should also be able to send you brochures of places in Washington that you might find interesting.

The web addresses in the appendix will also help you research details such as handicap accessibility admission fees, seasonal changes in hours, or closures for security reasons.

Following the appendix, you'll discover a number of games you can play in the car and answers to the puzzles in this book. In the very back is an index, where you can look up the page numbers for specific places you want to read about.

Security has been increased since 9/11, so once you're in Washington, be prepared to walk through metal detectors and have your bag searched. Be flexible in your planning as some locations close on short notice.

Be sure to stop by information desks to ask about programs for kids. Most of the museums and galleries have special brochures, tours, and activities that will make your visit more fun.
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And pick up some of the publications that list special events while you're in town. The Washington Post is a wonderful source of information, particularly on Fridays with the newspaper's Weekend section. Another helpful resource is Washington Parent, a free publication that includes a monthly calendar with area activities for families.

Whatever you end up doing, feel free to write your impressions in this book. Color and draw wherever there's room, in the margins or on top of the pictures already here. Write about the places you have seen, what you liked best or least about a place. Write whatever you want!

It might also be fun to keep a separate journal about your trip, including interesting or funny things that happened to you and your family. Save your ticket stubs, brochures, and menus. When you get home, make a scrapbook of all your mementos, photos, and illustrations. It's a great way to remember your trip when it's over.
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Welcome to Washinigton, D.C.

Can you locate Washington, D.C., on a map of the United States? It's that diamond-shaped dot on the East Coast bordered by Maryland on the north and Virginia on the south.

PENNSYLVANIA

MARYLAND

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

VIRGINIA

DELAWARE

NEW JERSEY

It doesn't look like much, does it? Compare it with the size of California or Texas. Washington even makes Rhode Island look huge. Yet this sixty-nine-square-mile area is the capital of the country, the headquarters of the federal government, and the home of embassies that represent countries all over the world. Every year Washington is visited by royalty heads of government, business leaders, and seventeen million tourists.




 [image: [Image]]


Did You Know?

More than 170 countries have embassies in Washington. Many of them line a section of Massachusetts Avenue known as Embassy Row. You can spot them because the flag of the country flies out front.

A trip to Washington, D.C., has lots of surprises and adventures in store—things that you can't see or do anywhere else in the world. You'll have the chance to witness government in action and learn how bills, such as setting the highway speed limit or the amount of taxes an American family pays, are passed. You may even meet your own senator.

You'll find out where the president and first lady live. And you'll see the highest court in the nation and the largest library in the world.

If you're a fan of James Bond, you'll enjoy learning that there are more spies in Washington than in any other city on Earth. You'll see a real-life spying device—a camera hidden in a button—and get the chance to decipher a secret code.
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And money—you'll see more money than Uncle Scrooge could hoard in a lifetime when you visit a printing plant that manufactures the country's bills.

You'll also get a chance to step back in history. You can visit places where time stands still; places where colonial families and farmers till soil and churn butter just like they did 400 years ago. You can even eat gingerbread made from the recipe of George Washington's mother, Mary Washington. You'll see a replica of George Washington's teeth and solve the mystery question: Were they really made of wood?

You can see the Declaration of Independence, the gun that killed Abraham Lincoln, a fence made from Civil War muskets, cannonballs still lodged in houses, and the church pew where Civil War general Robert E. Lee sat.

And that's just the beginning. There are many other thrilling sights: the ruby slippers worn by Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz, Thomas Edison's lightbulb, and Thomas Jefferson's bible. Or how about the largest blue diamond in the world, a real dinosaur egg, or a human hair ball pulled out of a young girl's stomach?

Did You Know?

July 4, 1776, is known as the date of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. This isn't quite true. It was adopted on July 4, but it wasn't actually signed until August 2, 1776.
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Did You Know?

Washington, D.C., was not always the name of the capital. It was originally called Federal City.

***

George Washington never wanted to name the new capital Washington, out of modesty.

***

In 1912, the city of Tokyo, Japan, gave three thousand cherry trees, or sakura, to the United States. That's where Washington's cherry blossoms originate.

Test Yourself

Q: What city was the first temporary capital of the United States?

A: Philadelphia

Do you want to see the Kitty Hawk Flyer, the plane that flew Orville and Wilbur Wright into the history books? Or walk through Skylab? Or touch a piece of the moon? You can do all these things on your trip, if time allows.

But first, here's a little more information about Washington, D.C.

Where do you think they got the name Washington? If you said from George Washington, the first president of the United States, you were right.

But do you know what "D.C." stands for? It means District of Columbia, named for Christopher Columbus. Washington, D.C., is not a state. People who live in Washington, D.C., do not have legislators in Congress who can vote on their behalf. Washingtonians have one delegate who can speak for them, but that delegate can only vote in smaller committee meetings.

Look closely at the Washington, D.C., license plate for an expression of the locals' discontent: "Taxation without Representation." For many years, residents of Washington, D.C., weren't even allowed to vote for president. But in 1964 that changed, and now they can.
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Packing for the Trip

What to bring to Washington, D.C., depends on the season. In winter it doesn't snow a lot, but the weather is cold and rainy. You'll need warm pants, sweaters, a coat, gloves, a scarf, and a hat. Since snow quickly turns to slush, waterproof boots and comfortable shoes for sightseeing are a must.

Washington's spring season lives up to the saying "April showers bring May flowers." Be sure to take an umbrella and a raincoat. But even if it sprinkles, Washington is at its most beautiful in spring, with the cherry trees, forsythia, and azaleas in full bloom.

Summers are hot and muggy, with temperatures in the 90s. It's T-shirt and shorts time, but remember to bring along a sweater for air-conditioned museums and restaurants.

Fall is crisp and cool. Bring warm clothes—and yes, an umbrella. Washington often gets autumn showers, too.
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Getting There

There are lots of ways to get to Washington, D.C. bus, train, or plane. car, bus, train, or plane.

Flying is very popular. More than thirty-three million people fly into one of the area's three airports each year. The closest is Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, just fifteen minutes from the White House and across the Potomac River, which separates Washington from Virginia. Try to grab a window seat, because as you land you'll get a great view of the Capitol, the Washington Monument, and the Lincoln and Jefferson memorials.

Washington Dulles International Airport, also in Virginia, is about forty-five minutes from downtown Washington, D.C. You'll fly in over trees and fields, but imagine what the area might have looked like in 1862. In August and September of that year, the land surrounding Dulles was a battleground in the second Bull Run clash of the Civil War.

The third airport is Baltimore-Washington International Airport, about fifty minutes north of the city, in Maryland.
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Driving into Washington—whether from the north, south, or west—takes you past historic towns and battle sites.

If you're arriving from Richmond, Virginia, you'll pass by the National Museum of the Marine Corps next to the Marine Corps base in Quantico. This new museum opened in November 2006 as a tribute to U.S. Marines and is especially popular with visitors. The soaring design of the 118,000-square-foot museum evokes the image of the flag-raisers of Iwo Jima and houses interactive exhibits and artifacts such as tanks, aircraft, landing craft, and weapons. The history you'll experience through the eyes of those dedicated Marines who fought for our country will make you want to shout "Ooh-Rah!"
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Driving from the north brings you through Baltimore, Maryland, a major East Coast port city Several miles to the east is the Chesapeake Bay—an arm of water jutting in from the Atlantic Ocean. Although much of the sea life has been depleted by pollution, many fishermen still make their living gathering clams, oysters, and the blue crabs for which Maryland is famous.

Just before entering Washington on the Baltimore-Washington Parkway, you'll pass the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center. Here you'll find an amazing collection of rockets and satellites.
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If you're arriving from the west, you could make a stop at Luray Caverns in Virginia. Stroll through cave after cave to view unusual rock formations. Some resemble fried eggs sunny-side up, strips of bacon, and Turkish towels. These caverns, tunneling 164 feet underground, are the largest in the eastern United States.

Whatever direction you're coming from, if it's by car, you're likely to drive at least a few miles on Interstate 495, or the Capital Beltway, a highway that almost completely circles the city. This is where the phrase "Inside the Beltway" comes from. It refers to the political happenings, real or assumed, in the federal government.

If your family decides to ride the train into Washington, you'll arrive at Union Station, a grand old building completed in 1907. At the time it was built, Union Station was the largest train station in the world. Today, it is not only a transportation hub
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_ Welcome

Can you locate Washington, D.C., on a map of the United
States? It's that diamond-shaped dot on the East Coast

bordered by Maryland on the north and Virginia

LVAN‘A

on the south.

It doesn't look like much, does it? Compare it with the
size of California or Texas, Washington even makes Rhode
Island look huge. Yet this sixty-nine-square-mile area is
the capital of the country, the headquarters of the federal
government, and the home of embassies that represent
countries all over the world. Every year Washington is
visited by royalty, heads of government, business leaders,
and seventeen million tourists.
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To make the most of your trip, before you leave, look at
the addrosses and websites in the appendix. For some
‘places you have to line up early in the morning for
tickets, especially during the busy summer months. To
reserve special tours of the White House and Capitol,
contact your senator or representative at his or her local
office well in advance of your visit. Their staff should also
e able to send you brochures of places in Washington
that you might find interesting.

‘The web addresses in the appendix will also help you
research details such as handicap accessibility, admission
fees, seasonal changes in hours, or closures for security

Following the appendix, you'll discover a number of
games you can play in the car and answers to the puzzles
in this book. In the very back is an index, where you can
Iook up the page numbers for specific places you want to
read about.

‘Security has been increased since 9/11, so once you're in
‘Washington, be prepared to walk through metal detectors
and have your bag searched. Be flexible in your planning.
as some locations close on short notice.

Be sure to stop by information desks to ask about
programs for kids. Most of the museums and galleries
have special brochures, tours, and activities that will
‘make your visit more fun.
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It you're arriving from the west, you could make a stop at
Luray Caverns in Virginia. Stroll through cave after cave
to view unusual rock formations. Some resemble fried
eggs sunny-side up, strips of bacon, and Turkish towels.
‘These caverns, tunneling 164 feet underground, are the.
largest in the eastern United States.

Whatever direction you're coming from, if it's by car,
you're likely to drive at least a few miles on Interstate
495, or the Capital Beltway, a highway that almost
completely circles the city. This is where the phrase
“Inside the Beltway” comes from. It refers to the political

happenings, real or assumed, in the federal government
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How to Use This Book

Are you planning a visit to Washington, D.C.2
Read this book before you leave, then carry it with you
while you'e there. It will help you choose where you want
to go each day. But don't just read this book!
Use the maps: Try to figure out
where you are and where you
want to go. There are games
and puzzles all through the
book for you to do while riding:
in a car or plane, waiting to
eat, or just hanging around
waiting for the grown-ups to get going!

The introduction to the book tells you things like
‘what the weather s like in Washington (so you'll
know what kind of clothes to bring), the different
ways to travel into the city, and how to get around
once you're there.

Following this introduction are chapters about the
history, government, people, and animals that make
‘Washington, D.C., such an interesting place to visit.
There are descriptions of places to visit, tips on where
to eat, and suggestions on where to get the most
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Driving from the north brings you through Baltimore,
Maryland, a major East Coast port city. Several miles to
the east is the Chesapeake Bay—an arm of water Jutting
in from the Atlantic Ocean. Although much of the sea life
has been depleted by pollution, many fishermen still make
their living gathering clams, oysters, and the blue crabs.
for which Maryland is famous.

Just before entering Washington on the Baltimore-
‘Washington Parkway, you'll pass the NASA Goddard
‘Space Flight Center. Here you'll find an amazing
collection of rockets and satellites.





OPS/images/AKidsGuidetoWashingtonDC-page0005.png
Beyond the Mall
International Spy Museum
Smithsonian American Art Museum
‘and the National Portrat Galery

National Building Museum
National Postal Museum

National Museum of Women in the Arts
The Corcoran Gallery of Art

Frederick Douglass National Historic Ste
Sewall-Belmont House and Museum

“The National Air and Space Museum's
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center

‘What Else s There?
A Town Within a City-Georgetown
Something Old, Something New
Science and You

Miltary Matters

The Great Outdoors

Stopping to Smell the Roses
Where Are All the Animals?

The Nationsl Zoological Park

More Zoos

28883 282

8 e

The National Aqus
Unusual Farms
For Nature Lovers

What's the Score?

Can I Have That?

Your Own Museum Collection
Markets, Mals, and Stalls

s That Al

Glen Echo Park

Enjoy the Show

Kings Dominion

Six Flogs America

Got More Time?

Virginia

Maryland

West Virginia

Appendix

Car Games

Answars to Puzzles

Index

n
s
s

ne

m
e
s
s
6
4
19
29
152

36
144

5





OPS/images/AKidsGuidetoWashingtonDC-page0016.png
Driving into Washington—whether from the north, south,
or west—takes you past historic towns and battle sites.

1t you're arriving from Richmond, Virginia, you'll pass by
the National Museum of the Marine Corps next to the
Marine Corps base in Quantico. This new museum opened
in November 2006 as a tribute to U.S. Marines and is
especially popular with visitors. The soaring design of the
118,000-square-foot museum evokes the image of the flag-
raisers of Iwo Jima and houses interactive exhibits and
artifacts such as tanks, aircraft, landing craft, and
weapons. The history youll experience through the eyes
of those dedicated Marines who fought for our couniry.
will make you want to shout “Ooh-Rah!”
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Getting There
There are lots of ways to get to Washington, D.C.: car;
bus, train, or plane,

Flying is very popular. More than thirty-three million
people fy into one of the area's three airports each year.
‘The closest is Ronald Reagan Washington National
Alrport, just fifteen minutes from the White House and
across the Potomac River, which separates Washington
from Virginia. Try to grab a window seat, because as you
land you'l get a great view of the Capitol, the Washington
Monument, and the Lincoln and Jefferson memorials.

Washington Dulles International Airport, also in Virginia,
is about forty-five minutes from downtown Washington,
D.C. You'll fly in over trees and fields, but imagine what
the area might have looked like in 1862. In August and
September of that year, the land surrounding Dulles
was a battleground in the second Bull
Run clash of the Civil War.

The third airport is

Baltimore-Washington International
Airport, about fifty minutes north of
the city, in Maryland.
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Packing for the Trip
What to bring to Washington, D.C.,
depends on the season. In winter it
doesn't snow a lot, but the weather
1 cold and rainy. You'l need warm
pants, sweaters, a coat, gloves, a
scarf, and a hat, Since snow quickly
turns to slush, waterproof boots and
comortable shoes for sightseeing

ave a must.
Washington's spring season lives up to the saying

“Apri shovwers bring May flowers.*Be sure o take an

umbrela and a raincoat. But even f i sprinkles,

Wiashington ia at its most beautiul in spring, with the *
chorry treos, oreythia, and azaleas i ull bloom.

‘Summers are hot and muggy, with G

temperatures in the 90s. It's Tshirtand /
shorts time, but remember to bring: S n
along a sweater for air-conditioned /1
muscums and restaurants.

A
Fall s crisp and cool. Bring warm clothes—and yes, an
umbrella. Washington often gets autumn showers, t0o.
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Did You Know?
Washington, DC. was not
always the name of the
capital. It was orginally
caled Federal ity
George Washinglon never
vanted o name the new
capital Washington, out of
modesty

01912, the city of Tokyo,
Japan, gave three
thousand cherry trees, or
sakura, to the United
States. Thats where
Washington's cherry
blossoms originat
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Test # Yourself

Q: What city was the
first temporary capital
of the United States?

Aendioperig

Do you want to see the Kitty Hawk
Flyer, the plane that flew Orville
and Wilbur Wright into the history
books? Or walk through Skylab?

O touch a piece of the moon? You
can do all these things on your trip,
if time allows.

But first, here's a little more information about
Washington, D.C.

Where do you think they got the name Washington? If
‘you said from George Washington, the first president of
the United States, you were right.

But do you know what “D.C.” stands for? It means.
Distriot of Columbia, named for Christopher Columbus,
Washington, D.C., is not a state. People who live in
Washington, D.C., do not have legislators in Congress
Who can vote on their behalf. Washingtonians have one.
delegate who can speak for them, but that delegate can
only vote in smaller committee meetings.

Look closely at the Washington, D.C., license plate for
an expression of the locals’ discontent: “Taxation
without Representation.” For many years, residents of
Washington, D.C., weren't even allowed to vote for
president. But in 1964 that changed, and now they can.
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And money—you'll see more money than Uncle Scrooge.
‘could hoard in & lifetime when you visit & printing plant
that manufactures the country's bills

‘You'll also get a chance to step back in history. You can
visit places where time stands still; places where colonial
families and farmers till soil and churn butter just like
they did 400 years ago. You can even eat gingerbread.
made from the recipe of George Washington's mother,
Mary Washington. You'll see a replica of George
Washington's teeth and solve the mystery question:

‘Were they really made of wood?

You can see the Declaration of Independence, the gun
that killed Abraham Lincoln, a fence made from Civil
‘War muskets, cannonballs still lodged in houses, and the
church pew where Civil War general Robert E. Lee sat.

And that's just the beginning. There are many other
thrilling sights: the ruby slippers worn by Dorothy in
The Wizard of Oz, Thomas Edison's lightbulb, and Thomas
Jefferson's bible. Or how about the largest blue diamond
in the world, a real dinosaur egg, or a human hair ball
pulled out of a young girl's stomach? 3

Did You Know?
July 4,176, is known as
the date of the signing.
of the Declaration of

Independence. Thisisn't
quite true. It wos adopted
on July 4, but it wasrit
actually signed until
August 2,1776.
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Did You Know?
More than 170 countries
ave embasses in
Washington. Many of
them line a section of
Massachusetts Avenue
known as Embassy Row.
You canspot them
bacause the flag of the
country fies out front.

A trip to Washington, D.C., has lots of surprises and
adventures in store—things that you can't see or do
anywhere else in the world. You'll have the chance to
witness government in action and learn how bills, such as
setting the highway speed limit or the amount of taxes an
American family pays, are passed. You may even meet
your own senator.

You'll find out where the president and first lady live. And
you'll seo the highest court in the nation and the largest
library in the world.

1f you're a fan of James Bond, you'll enjoy learning that
there are more spies in Washington than in any other city
on Earth. You'll see a real-life spying device—a camera
hidden in a button—and get the chance to decipher &

secret code.
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And pick up some of the publications that list special
events while you're in town. The Washington Post is
‘wonderful source of information, particularly on Fridays
with the newspaper’s Weekend section. Another helpful
resource is Washington Parent, a free publication that
includes a monthly calendar with area activities for
families.

‘Whatever you end up doing, feel free to write your
impressions in this book. Color and draw wherever there's
room, in the margins or on top of the pictures already
here. Write about the places you have seen, what you
liked best or least about a place. Write whatever you want!

It might also be fun to keep a separate journal about your
trip, including interesting or funny things that happened
t0 you and your family. Save your ticket stubs, brochures,
‘and menus. When you get home, make a scrapbook of all
‘your mementos, photos, and illustrations. It's a great way.
to remember your trip when it’s over.






OPS/images/AKidsGuidetoWashingtonDC-page0008.png





