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​Dive into the chilling and little-known history of failed executions by electric chair, documented through gripping narratives and eerie accounts. This book uncovers the unsettling events and mysterious curses surrounding these botched executions, offering a spine-tingling read for true crime and history enthusiasts.
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The electric chair was meant to be a humane alternative to the gallows—a modern marvel of science and justice, promising a swift and painless death. Yet, from the moment it was first used, something went horribly wrong. The machine designed to deliver a merciful end instead became a theater of suffering, a cursed instrument of execution that seemed to defy its own purpose. Over the decades, the electric chair has claimed lives, but not always in the way intended. Some prisoners did not die quickly. Some did not die at all. And some, it is whispered, never truly left the execution chamber.

This book is a journey into the darkest corners of American penal history, where justice and horror intertwine. It is a chronicle of the electric chair’s most infamous failures—cases where the machinery malfunctioned, where the condemned endured unspeakable agony, and where the line between execution and torture blurred beyond recognition. But beyond the gruesome mechanics of botched electrocutions lies something even more unsettling: the legends of a curse. A curse that lingers in the walls of execution chambers, in the whispers of prison guards, and in the eerie aftermath of those who survived—or didn’t.

Why do so many electric chair executions go wrong? Is it faulty engineering, human error, or something far more sinister? Some believe the chair itself is tainted, a device that carries the weight of its own grim legacy. Others speak of spectral figures seen in death row cells, of lights flickering in empty rooms, of voices murmuring in the dark. The electric chair was supposed to be progress, but in its shadow, something ancient and malevolent may have taken root.

This chapter serves as the threshold to that darkness. Here, we will explore the origins of the electric chair, the first catastrophic failure, and the chilling pattern of malfunctions that followed. We will meet the men who faced the current and lived—if only for a few agonizing minutes longer. And we will confront the question that haunts every executioner, every witness, every historian who dares to study these events: Was it merely an accident... or was it something else?
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When Thomas Edison and George Westinghouse waged the War of the Currents in the late 19th century, they were fighting for dominance in the future of electricity. Edison championed direct current (DC), while Westinghouse pushed for alternating current (AC), which was cheaper and more efficient. But the battle took a macabre turn when Edison, desperate to prove AC’s danger, began electrocuting animals in public demonstrations. The gruesome spectacle was meant to show that Westinghouse’s system was deadly—and it worked. Lawmakers, searching for a more "humane" method of execution than hanging, saw potential in this new technology.

In 1888, New York became the first state to adopt electrocution as its official method of execution. The chair was designed by Harold P. Brown, an electrical engineer with ties to Edison, ensuring that Westinghouse’s AC would be forever linked with death. The first man sentenced to die by this new method was William Kemmler, a Buffalo laborer convicted of murdering his lover with a hatchet. On August 6, 1890, Kemmler was strapped into the chair at Auburn Prison. The executioners believed the process would be instantaneous—a single, fatal jolt. They were wrong.

When the switch was thrown, Kemmler convulsed violently, his body smoking, but he did not die. The current had been
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​The Spark of an Idea: Edison, Westinghouse, and the Current Wars
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The electric chair was born not from a desire for humane execution but from a bitter rivalry between two titans of industry: Thomas Edison and George Westinghouse. In the late 19th century, the "War of the Currents" raged as Edison championed direct current (DC) while Westinghouse promoted alternating current (AC). Edison, desperate to prove AC was deadly, embarked on a macabre public relations campaign. He staged demonstrations where animals—dogs, cats, even an elephant—were electrocuted with AC to showcase its lethal potential. These grotesque spectacles were designed to instill fear in the public, painting Westinghouse’s technology as a hidden killer lurking in every home. Meanwhile, New York State was searching for a more "civilized" alternative to hanging, which often resulted in prolonged suffering or decapitation. A committee was formed, and Edison, ever the opportunist, saw his chance. He secretly funded experiments, pushing for AC as the chosen method, knowing it would tarnish Westinghouse’s reputation. The result? The electric chair, a device that would become synonymous with both justice and horror.

"We are dealing with a force so powerful it can kill in an instant—yet we harness it for light, for industry, and now, for death." —Anonymous engineer, 1888

The first designs were crude, little more than wooden chairs fitted with electrodes and wired to a dynamo. Engineers debated voltage, duration, and electrode placement, but no one truly knew what would happen to a human body subjected to such forces. The state pressed forward, eager to modernize its execution methods, but the ethical and scientific uncertainties loomed large. Westinghouse, horrified that his technology was being weaponized, refused to sell generators for executions, forcing prisons to acquire them through third parties. The stage was set for a grim experiment in state-sanctioned killing, one that would soon spiral into a series of botched executions and whispered curses.

🔲 The War of the Currents pitted Edison against Westinghouse in a battle for electrical dominance.

🔲 Public electrocutions of animals were used to vilify alternating current.

🔲 New York sought a "humane" alternative to hanging, leading to the electric chair’s invention.

🔲 Westinghouse resisted the use of his AC technology for executions.

🔲 Early designs were untested, setting the stage for disaster.
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On August 6, 1890, William Kemmler, a Buffalo vegetable peddler convicted of murdering his lover with a hatchet, became the first man to die in the electric chair. The execution was supposed to be quick
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