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[image: Chapter 1. See Ya, Earth!]


I’ve been thinking about moving to another planet. I’m half serious about it, too. I know it sounds kind of silly, and probably impossible. But I’d like to hop on the next spacecraft and leave this place.
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It’s not that I don’t like Earth. I like it a lot! (I’ve only lived here all my life.) There are so many things I like about Earth, like for instance:
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And so many things I would miss!
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The list could go on and on. I can’t believe I didn’t mention bubble bath, gel pens, beetles, movie nights, Play-Doh, hot baths, computers, microscopes, Halloween, bonfires, and my pajamas!
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. . . and my bike. Sorry, bike. I just hate drawing bikes, but I DO love you, bike.

As I said, Earth itself is fine. It’s all the humans who live on it that I’d like to avoid.

Humans are EVERYWHERE on Earth, and they can be extremely annoying.
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Look, I know that humans do a lot of great things, such as music, or comic books, or pasta. But really, what they do a lot more is fight and destroy the planet.
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Not ALL of them are annoying, of course. Some are nice, like:
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Both are caring and helpful people who I can’t imagine would ever throw their garbage in the woods. And I am nice too, even though I’m a human being as far as I know (but I might also be a robot built and programmed by a mad scientist).
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But I’ve had enough of the rest of them, especially since I met my very best friend forever. . . .

[image: ]

Meh is this extremely awesome creature I discovered a month ago in my trash can. She’s round and pink and soft and smelly and utterly ADORABLE.

I did lots of research, but I couldn’t find the name of the species she belonged to, so I figured that I had discovered a new animal. Not many new animal species are discovered nowadays except for bugs and microbes, so it was a pretty big deal for a young scientist like me.

I decided to name the species
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after myself, and I think it sounds terrific.

Meh is the best thing that’s ever happened to me!
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I won’t describe Meh too much here because I already spent a whole other notebook studying her, but here’s a quick summary:
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She sleeps in a trash can.
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She’s cuddly.
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She only eats olives.
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She says “meh” all the time, except when she’s excited—then she says:
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Up close, she looks super scary, like Jaws.
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She’s easy to draw from all sides: up, down, front, side.
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And here are new things I’ve figured out about her since then:
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Meh is so special (and weird) that I’m pretty sure she comes from another planet. Since there are no other known Olgamus specimens on Earth, I wonder: Where do her parents come from?

She could be a mix of two existing Earth creatures, like a pig and a capybara*, but I seriously doubt it.
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[image: Chapter 2. Where Is Meh From?]


Meh is way too peculiar to be from Earth. My alien theory is the only one I like best.

[image: ]

Meh and I will move to another planet. I can take her back where she came from, and then I’ll stay there and keep her company forever. I will get to meet her family, her friends, and her tribe if she has one. That would be

[image: ]

Can you imagine a planet without any humans, just Olgamuses?
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I can. It would be THE BEST PLANET EVER. Although a bit smelly, if I am judging by the only Olgamus I know.

I would bring a hammock and live there among all the Olgamuses, like Jane Goodall with her chimp friends. I would learn how to communicate with them; I would play them ukulele songs; I would teach them human things.
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Here are some of the tricks I would show them:

[image: ]

Like any great biologist, I would bring a notebook to record my findings, of course. I already have a number of research questions that, so far, haven’t been answered:
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It would be fantastic. Of course, I would also explore their planet. I’m sure it’s a very awesome and interesting place. Here’s how I imagine it:
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One thing I know for sure: There must be olive trees on Meh’s planet, because olives are the only thing she eats. Her planet probably has beautiful olive trees EVERYWHERE! Maybe it looks like Greece, which I found out is totally gorgeous.
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Of course, if I did move to another planet, I’d miss some people from Earth. I would miss my pet spider, Rita, who lives under my sink and speaks French. Or maybe I could bring her with me.
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Would I miss any humans? Perhaps. The one I’d miss the most would be my friend Chuck.
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Chuck always hangs out at the dog park. I like the dog park too, so I put away my plans to travel into space, and put a leash on Meh, and we go off to the dog park.

Chuck is there, of course, surrounded by dozens of dogs. I tell him about my plans, hoping he’ll want to join us on the trip.
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Chuck is good at making human friends. Much better than I am. Even his dog, Mister, the ugliest canine specimen in the whole universe, has lots of friends.
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Chuck and I became friends the day Mister peed on Meh. We all started hanging out after that; Meh and Mister also became great buddies, running around the park like maniacs, smelling each other’s behinds and licking each other’s faces.
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Chuck was right to ask. This idea of mine was probably pure fantasy. It wouldn’t be the first time I’d been called a dreamer.

But hey, many scientists before me were thought of as crazy before they changed the world, right?
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It was time to do what I do best:
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[image: Chapter 3. I’m on Top of It]


The easiest place to find info about space travel would be right here at home on the internet, but I felt like going to the library because I have a human friend there: Ms. Swoop. She’s the best librarian ever, and she helped me find Meh about a month ago when I’d lost her, so I like to stop by and say hello from time to time.
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Also, I have to admit that I go mostly because I really like to check out comic books. I’m a big comic book fan! Life is not worth living when I don’t have good comic books around.
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I took a sniff, and it was true: although Meh always smells like a mixture of week-old garbage and eggs, today was worse. I’d gotten used to the smell by now, but I could understand Ms. Swoop’s concern.
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We found a dozen books, and I sat down at my favorite table next to the window.
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Okay, bad news. Humans HAVE traveled to space, but no human being has made it to another planet. The farthest we’ve been is to the moon. (Apparently, farther than that is dangerous. Scientists prefer to send probes and robots.)
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But they ARE working on it, so all hope’s not lost. Science moves quickly. Thirty years ago, nobody knew we would have smartphones by now. Who knows where it could lead us in a couple of years?

I’m still hoping for
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Guess what: A lot of women have been to
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“Any luck?” asked Ms. Swoop.

“Not really,” I said. I explained about the limits of space travel.
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I thanked Ms. Swoop, took out a few books from the library, put Meh back into my backpack, and went home.

I put Meh to bed in her little trash can, gave her two olives as her bedtime snack, and sat down in my lab. I had some studying to do.
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[image: Chapter 4. The Museum of Weird Foods]


Meh’s been sleeping for twelve hours and won’t wake up. That’s lucky, since it gives me more time to study. So far I’ve discovered some pretty cool stuff about space.
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Interesting, huh? After a while, I got hungry, but there was nothing in the fridge.
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I woke up Meh, and we took off to the store.

My favorite place to buy food is the corner store, STUFF ’N’ THINGS ’N’ MORE!
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The owner there, Mr. Hoopah, is another one of my human friends.
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I told him all about my plans to travel to another planet. He was sad that I wanted to leave but relieved when I told him I can’t, because let’s face it: I’m one of his best customers.

So I took some time to shop around. STUFF ’N’ THINGS ’N’ MORE is like a museum of weird products, and I could spend my life in there. Just look at these new finds:
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It all probably sounds weird, and you might ask why anybody would want to buy food there in the first place. Well, I can think of
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Reason #1: I’m a scientific person, and my curious brain makes me want to try out new things.
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Reason #2: Mr. Hoopah is an awfully nice man, and truly nice humans are so rare that I feel like showing him my appreciation.
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Reason #3: I’ve actually discovered delicious stuff in his store in the past, like wasabi ice cream or his special homemade
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ARE YOU SURE You
WANT TO LEAVE?
I'D MISS YOUV.

cAN You REALLY
DO IT, THOUGH? IS IT
POSSIBLE TO TRAVEL
TO ANOTHER PLANET?

YEAH . . . 'L MISs
YOu, TOO. I'LL SEND
You POSTCARDS?

ACTUALLY, 1 DON'T
KNOW. | SHOULD
FIND OUT.
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