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      Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone…


    

    
      Jesus - Matthew 5:15
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  Preface



Over many years, a hundred writers sat at their desks with the same aim - to write about 300 words that would grab the reader’s attention before telling them the Bible’s wonderful good news of salvation from the penalty of sin and the certainty of new life with God. What they produced were published as ‘tracts’ (leaflets) and printed along with many others in their tens of thousands to be distributed on the street or posted through letter boxes.  As just one example - since the 1970s until COVID-19 thousands of them were handed out during the annual Edinburgh Festival in Scotland by volunteers from all parts of the UK. 




The 100 tracts I referred to earlier have been collated here in this book for two main reasons.  Firstly, to keep on ‘sowing the seed’ - as Jesus explained in the Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:14-20), seed is a picture of the Word of God.  In His story, some fell on rocky ground and was removed before germination; some grew for a while and withered due to distracting influences; some fell on good ground and yielded much fruit.  Our prayer is that many who need the good news of the Gospel will read this book carefully and their life be transformed to fruitfulness as a result.  Secondly, there are many ‘seed-sowers’ looking for ways to share the good news, and perhaps some of the illustrations used here, along with the key Bible verses and the clear explanation of salvation, will be helpful to you.  Please use the material freely.  If you would like to obtain printed versions for distribution, many of these leaflets are still available to purchase from Hayes Press (hayespress.org).




Neville Coomer
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  Are You Sure?

  
  





	Some people think it’ll be enough just to try and live a good life. Maybe you think the same - but are you sure? 

	Lots of people reckon there’s no life after death, so it’s not worth thinking about. That may be your view too - but are you sure? 

	Some even feel that it doesn’t really matter what you believe, so long as you are sincere. And you may believe that very sincerely - but are you sure?

	Other people have the feeling that it’s obvious - going to church and being religious is the answer.” You certainly won’t be alone if that’s what you feel - but are you sure? 

	Others say there are many different religions and plenty of people are hoping they’ll all lead to the same place. This may be what you’re hoping too - but are you sure? 

	It’s often said that a God of love won’t punish people in hell. You may agree - but are you sure? 

	Philosophers have said there is no God and you may think they know best - but are you sure? Where can we get answers that we can be sure of? 




Consider these words from the Bible. This is where you can find out the truth that everyone can rely on: 


	“I write these things to you who believed in the name of the Son of God so that you may know you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13).

	“And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (John 17:3).

	“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. (John 3:36).

	“… if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).




Anon.
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  A Matter of Life or Death

  
  




Excitement filled the air as throngs gathered near the mighty cataract of Niagara Falls that June day in 1858. Attention was riveted on the 1100-foot tight rope stretched from the American side of the falls to the Canadian side. Charles Blondin, world-renowned tightrope Walker, had just crossed the falls on that rope.




Turning to the sea of watching faces, Blondin spoke. A solemn hush fell over the crowd as they heard his challenge. He wanted to recross the falls with a man on his back! “Do you believe I am able to carry you across?” he asked one in the audience. “I certainly do,” replied the man. “Then will you let me do it?” Blondin queried. “Not on your life!” came the quick reply. Turning to another man, Blondin posed the same challenge. “I believe you can carry me across,” the man said. “In fact, I have no doubts at all.” “Then will you trust me to do it?” the tightrope walker asked. “I will!” the man agreed.




Breathlessly the crowd watched the two men start across the rope. Step after step they moved along. Soon they had reached the centre. The rushing, churning water was unable to erase the sight of the ugly threatening rocks beneath. Slowly but surely, without hesitation, they moved towards the other side. Then they stopped. A guy line had broken, and the rope was swinging dangerously! Blondin spoke in deadly tones to the man on his shoulders: “You are no longer yourself, Mr Colcord. You are part of me. If I sway, sway with me. Do not try to move or balance on your own, or we will both die. Your complete trust in me is now a matter of life or death.” They began moving once more across the wildly swinging rope, and at last they reached the other side. The crowd went wild with relief. Complete trust and obedience of the one man for the other had saved the lives of both.




Another rope has been stretched over a chasm every person must cross. Bridging between time and eternity is the great rope of Christ’s salvation. There is only one safe way across this gulf, and that is through complete trust in Him. Sure you’ve heard this before. Like the first man, you may even believe Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation. But belief is not enough. You must also trust. You may believe without making a commitment. But will you trust? Trust requires action. Make no mistake - salvation is found only in Jesus Christ. Your complete trust in him is a matter of life or death. Delay can be dangerous. “How shall we escape [judgement] if we neglect so great salvation?” (Hebrews 2:3). Right now put your trust in Him and commit your life into His hands.

Juleen Turnage
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  Something to Remember!

  
  




Remember, remember the 5th of November 

Gunpowder, treason and plot. 

I see no reason why gunpowder treason 

Should ever be forgot…




On 5th November 1605, Guy Fawkes was caught in the cellars of the Houses of Parliament with several dozen barrels of gunpowder. It was the intention of the conspirators to blow up King James I with members of Parliament, and other prominent men of the day. Guy Fawkes was subsequently tried as a traitor with his co-conspirators for plotting against the government. He was a member of an extremist group who thought that Roman Catholics were getting a raw deal from Protestants. Even though some in the government were trying to improve the liberties of Roman Catholics, the group were not prepared to wait for the political process to get what they wanted. They paid a high price for their actions.




The following year, it became an annual custom for the king and Parliament to commission a sermon to commemorate the event. The first of many Gunpowder Plot Sermons was delivered by Bishop Lancelot Andrewes. We all know the children’s rhyme, but the annual fixture of 5th November in our national calendar is originally due to the bishop’s persuasive sermon in which he reminded people that God is in overall charge of things. His will is done. God had ordained the day in which the King and MPs were saved from death and that Guy Fawkes and his followers were caught.




The sermon was not making a sectarian point, but focused on the need to thank God for his grace in saving us. Andrews based his sermon on words from Psalm 118:24: “This is the day that the Lord has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” This is something you and I should always remember. Every day we live is a day given to us by God and we should thank him for it. Even when times are bad there is always something for which to thank God. Have you thanked God today? Did you thank him yesterday? Will you thank him when you get out of bed tomorrow? That is something worth remembering to do. But you need to trust Him.




If you put your trust in Jesus Christ, He will save you from something far worse than what threatened King James I. He will save you from God’s judgement upon all your sins - your wrongdoing of thought, word, deed. If you put your faith and trust in Jesus Christ, he will forgive you and give you a new life - eternal life. God will not remember your sins – ever.

Anon.
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  Tweets, Texts and 5 Words

  
  




On Twitter, fans can follow the ‘Tweeter’ as they describe their daily activity. Millions of messages are sent and received every day. Every topic is covered. Some are about serious world changing events: revolutions, disasters, problems - national news. Others are quite the opposite: fun, frivolous or trivial. Some messages are urgent, immediate, now! Others are almost timeless. Some are global, international, and worldwide. Others are very individual, personal, intimate - speaking about love. The technology is powerful but imposes a 140-character limit. At first this seems restrictive, but even without abbreviation a lot can be said. To follow a Tweeter you have to sign up or search for that Tweeter to find out what they are saying.




What if you wanted to find out what God was saying? And could God’s message be squeezed into a tweet? Yes! There’s a verse in the Bible that fits into a tweet - it’s only 130 characters long: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son [Jesus], that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).




This is a good news message. This is God’s message to the world but, most importantly, it’s also a very personal message to you! It tells us about God’s love. The sender is the God who created the world, and he still loves the world and everything in it. He sent his Son Jesus to earth 2000+ years ago. Jesus lived a perfect life and died a significant death - He chose to die in your place. This makes it possible for you not to “perish” (as the message says) but have eternal life.” Radio Scotland has a light-hearted way of getting listeners to tweet them about what they are doing or planning to do. They ask for listeners to use just five words. So people send in “at home with my family” or “on bike ride with children” or “on holiday on the beach.” Here’s God’s message in five words: “God loves you, Christ died.” Why not make your response in five words: “Thank you God, I believe…”?

Anon.
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  Feeling the Heat!

  
  




The 2022 World Cup football tournament in Qatar took place in November, instead of the usual June fixture dates. This was to avoid the worst of the intense heat of the Middle Eastern desert, where Midsummer temperatures average around 35 degrees C. How would you feel, even just walking for 90 minutes in such a blazing heat, let alone charging around a football field? Even before the tournament, some teams had to spend days training in similar conditions to acclimatise themselves to the dry heat.




Jesus and his followers knew this climate well: they travelled extensively on foot, often in the dry and dusty daytime heat. It’s a climate that can easily cause fainting. Anyone without water in the desert - especially if feeling ill - immediately makes finding water the number one priority. One time, Jesus sat by a well at noon, the hottest part of the day. He said to a woman who came to draw water: “Everyone who drinks of this water will never be thirsty again” (John 4:13). Imagine a drink in the desert so thirst-quenchingly effective you’d never need to drink again! You’d be safe, no matter how much of the day’s heat you’d face along the way.




At another time, Jesus said: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied” (Matthew 5:6). He was talking about spiritual thirst and spiritual hunger. The ‘water’ that Jesus offers is the only thing that can satisfy our need for God’s forgiveness. All our best efforts would run dry; unlike a sports team in climate training, we are incapable of adapting to God’s standards. If we put our faith in Jesus - his life, death and resurrection - then he promises to make us right with God forever. Jesus said:  “Whoever believes in me, as the scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water” (John 7:38).

Anon.
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  Instant Win?

  
  




What amazing ways people use to try to win the Lottery! One man who had an astonishing run of success put all possible numbers in a bucket and drew them out at random. Another, a woman who scooped over £2,000,000 let her little toddler pick the numbers for her. Then there are others who believe that it’s the location which counts and then rush to buy their tickets in a “lucky” town. But whatever system is used the fact has to be faced that the majority of people who do the lottery end up disappointed. Most are eternal optimists, however, and even after a run of failures feel sure that one of these days they’re going to strike it rich.




If you are on the lottery trail, ask yourself the question, “What would I do with it if I had a really big win?” Maybe you already have. You’ve already fantasised about a new house, a posh car, holidays abroad, and giving up your job. But the one thing you will not be able to buy, however much you win, is happiness. In fact it might just be possible you’ll be far less happy than when you started. Why should this be? Here’s what Jesus Christ said, “A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of all his possessions” (Luke 12:15). This is why Jesus threw out the challenge - a challenge which is still relevant today - “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world yet forfeits his soul?” (Matthew 16:2).




Let’s remember that thought that what we surround ourselves with now will all be left behind one day. As the Bible puts it, “Naked a man comes from his mother’s womb, and as he comes, so he departs” (Ecclesiastes 5:15). But the one thing which is going to last is your never-dying soul. God wants you to spend eternity with him - that’s true happiness. As the psalm put’s it, “You will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand” (Psalm 16:11).




To ensure this could be so, “God … gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). Are you looking for happiness? You have just read God’s Word telling you where it can be found - now you can make it your very own.

Archie Hall
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  You Didn’t Tell Me!

  
  




Whether it was a dream, or my waking thoughts one morning I cannot say; but the picture remains, along with the phrase: you didn’t tell ME!! The vivid scene was of Judgement Day and someone pointing the accusing finger at me: someone with whom I talked the business of this world but failed to talk the business of the world to come! I can hear the words now:


	“You didn’t tell ME - I was a Sinner!”

	“You didn’t tell ME - I couldn’t save myself from sin!”

	“You didn’t tell ME - I need to have a Saviour.”

	“You didn’t tell ME – God so loved ME - a sinner!”

	“You didn’t tell ME - How to receive this Eternal Life.”




Although you may not be the one in the writer’s dream, you have received this and you are reading in it what is called God’s “Day of Grace.” This is your day of opportunity to hear - and mine to talk to you frankly -about Eternal business. “Another day is coming too” (Acts 17:31) - called God’s “Day of Judgement” it hasn’t arrived yet -  what a mercy! So NOW… 


	I want to tell YOU - that the Word of God, the Bible, says you and I are sinners: “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 

	I want to tell YOU - that you cannot save yourself and I cannot save myself. The Bible says, “All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6).

	I want to tell YOU - that you and I both need a Saviour, and this is God’s son, the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12).

	I want to tell YOU - that God loves sinners: loves you; loves me! “God commends his love towards us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

	I want to tell YOU - that you can receive Eternal Life through God the Son (John 5:24).




“BUT HOW?” you ask. Acknowledge before God that you are a sinner, repent of your sin, and believe that the Lord Jesus Christ came from heaven and died for you on the Cross of Calvary as your sin-bearer; that He rose again from the dead, and is living today. Accept by faith this same Lord Jesus as your living Saviour and ask him to come into your heart in life, trust him to keep you and help you confess Him before others.

Anon.
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  What Is Life?

  
  




Life is a ‘giggle’ says the teenager; a ‘grind’ says the man at the workbench; a ‘booze-up’ says a man in the pub; ‘a rat race’ says a business executive; a ‘scrounge’ says a tramp; a ‘struggle’ says a widow surrounded by children; a ‘moan’ says the man on the dole; a ‘groan’ says a sick man. “A mist” says God (James 4:14), for no matter how long you may live, in God’s eyes your life is so short that it is just like a mist. Some mists last longer than others, but all are transient. Because of the brevity and uncertainty of life, it is important that we don’t fritter it away. Once you leave this life, opportunity will be gone forever. As the Bible says,  “It is appointed for man to die once and after that comes judgement” (Hebrews 9:27). It is essential that you grasp the opportunity which life alone gives of getting into the right relationship with God. This can come only in one way - through his Son Jesus Christ who said: “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; no man comes to the Father, but by Me” (John 14:6). If you have never received Jesus Christ, you have never yet experienced “Life” with the capital “L”. There is a wonderfully thrilling experience awaiting once you do, for He alone can lead you from doubt and fear into glorious certainty, from constant defeat through indwelling sin to victorious living. This then is your moment of decision: what is your life going to be from now on? A caricature of what life is meant to be? Or allow for a life of power and prospect through Jesus Christ? Only you can decide.

Anon.
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  Good News in 30 Seconds

  
  




In an age of sound bites, is it possible to summarise in 30 seconds what God wants to say to us? A story is told of a child in Martin Luther’s time who only thought about God with dread and as a terrible judge. In the stern house where she grew up, this was the only way God was presented to her. She never heard about God’s gentleness or his affection. But one day in her father’s printing office, she picked up a scrap of paper, and found written on these words: “For God so loved the world that he gave …” 


These were the only words that were on the piece of paper, but even this little fragment was a revelation to her. God loved! Loved the world - and loved it well enough to give something! She didn’t know what He gave, but it was enough for her to know that God loved as much as that. This new thought changed her view of God. What a comfort to her now to think of God as one who loved her. She only had a part - but we have the complete verse!


“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”


This verse contains the best news ever in even less than 30 seconds! But let’s take a closer look. You find this verse in the New Testament of the Bible


	“For God …” - this shows us the source of this gift that’s on offer. It begins with God - not us.

	“… so loved the world …” - this shows us the depth of God’s divine love. “not that we loved God, but He loved us …” (1 John 4:10).

	“… that he gave …” is the measurement - what His love prompted him to do; How far He would go.

	“… His one and only Son …” the Lord Jesus Christ. In giving up his own Son there must be an important purpose for doing this.

	“… that whoever believes …” - what God is offering you here and now is available to everybody - but it’s only given to be received by those who believe. You cannot work or pay for this - it’s all been done by the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus on the cross.

	“… shall not perish…” This indicates an escape from perishing or dying. God’s justice says we certainly deserved to die. When God says, “do this” we say, “I will not.” and when he says, “don’t do this” we say, “I will.” However, because God’s punishment for this disobedience fell on Jesus instead of you and me, we can escape what we rightly deserve!

	“… but have eternal life” - it’s the free gift of God. Take it! You can’t get it any other way than by simply believing.
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