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IN HIS BIOGRAPHY John MacArthur: Servant of the Word and Flock, Iain H. Murray writes, "MacArthur has proved, without ever intending to do so, that true preaching of the Word of God is international, because if you teach the Bible, it transcends every border, every language, every culture. It is as relevant today, and will be tomorrow, as in all the years since God put it down." This timeless relevance is evident in the fact that his sermons are heard or read in more than two hundred countries around the world today.

John MacArthur is the pastor of Grace to You community church in Sun Valley, California, and the president of The Master’s Seminary. Although I live across the border and have never met him personally or traveled to the United States, I feel as though I have encountered him through his sermons and books. His exposition of the Bible transcends every border. Pastor MacArthur teaches the deep truths of God’s Word, and as a student of Scripture, I am immensely grateful for his teachings. I often tell myself that MacArthur is one of my mentors, guided by the Holy Spirit in how I listen to his messages.

There are many preachers teaching the Bible today, but allow me to focus on John MacArthur for a moment. I deeply appreciate him, and his biblical expositions have helped me understand the gospel more profoundly. As someone still in my 30s, I have found his teachings to be invaluable for my spiritual growth. 

The youth in the United States, especially those who are students of the Word, need to embrace this man of God. On the African continent, and particularly in my country of Namibia, it is difficult to find preachers like John MacArthur.

I can compare John MacArthur to the great 19th-century British preacher Charles H. Spurgeon, known as the "Prince of Preachers." One day, I watched a YouTube video where Phil Johnson, the director of Grace to You, gave a tour of their building. In John MacArthur’s office, just above the desk where he sits, there is a picture of Charles Spurgeon on the wall.

The writing of John MacArthur is both in-depth and clear, making it easy to understand. It feels like sitting with a teacher by your side as you read the Bible. As I mentioned earlier, I have not found a teacher of expository preaching in my own country like John MacArthur. If there is one, I would love to meet that teacher. 

One day, during a Bible study class, our teacher introduced us to The MacArthur Commentary. He remarked, “I read this commentary by John MacArthur, and while there are a few things I disagree with, it is still quite good.” I know there are many people who disagree with John’s teachings. As a youth and a student of the Bible, my reason for writing this book is to honor him. As Scripture states, “Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine” (1 Timothy 5:17).

When I came into contact with John’s teachings, commentaries, and books, I realized that this man bleeds sound doctrine. If you are hungry for the Word, turn to MacArthur’s teachings; they will help you and provide a deeper understanding of who Christ is. I recognize that John MacArthur is not the only one teaching sound doctrine; there are many others out there. Pray to God and ask Him to direct you to faithful servants who are proclaiming sound doctrine.

I decided in my heart to take pen and paper to write about how John MacArthur’s teachings have influenced my life. As you read further, you will discover a few key aspects that have impacted me. This exploration will be very helpful for your soul, aiding you in growing in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ and understanding who He truly is.
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A Little Survey of My Life
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I GREW UP IN THE GHETTO of Kehemu, a neighborhood in Namibia where most people lived in poverty. Kehemu is characterized by poor housing structures, inadequate roads, and challenging living conditions. Imagine any picture of a ghetto, and I hope you will understand what I mean. My mother raised me to be a strong young black man, even as my life faced many trials and hardships. Living in the ghetto was not easy for me. My disability brought me immense pain, and I endured suffering, bullying, rejection, and countless tears.

I understand that the Lord Jesus Christ is everywhere and is never absent. He knows and understands what it means to live in a ghetto. Nazareth was not a special place, which is why Nathanael asked, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” Our Lord, in His human form, grew up in a poor hometown.

In 2008, at the age of twenty, while I was in high school, I associated with the wrong friends. One morning, as we sat in the classroom with our biology teacher busy teaching, one of my classmates handed me a small piece of paper containing marijuana to pass to a friend sitting next to me. When I did, the teacher noticed us and immediately approached. “What is that? Bring it here,” she demanded, addressing the guy to whom I had given the marijuana. The guy was frightened and quickly handed the paper to the teacher.

The teacher took the three of us to the principal’s office
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